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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.20
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read, notifying assent to Supply Bill No.
1 (£1,910,500).

QUESTION—PARLIAMENT HOUSE,
COMPLETION.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM
asked the Chief Seeretary: What action
has been taken by the Government to carry
out the mandate of Parliament as expressed
in resolutions carried during the 1927 ses-
sion in both Houses for the completion of
the front of Parliament Hounse?

The CHIEF SECRETARY yeplied :
An estimate for the eost has been obtained,
and the matter is receiving consideration.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day—Conclusion.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. T. FRANELIN (Metropolitan)
[4.36]: I had not intended on this occasion
to address the House except by way of
uttering a few words of congratulation tfo
the Government on having cxpressed their
intenlion to introduce a Bill for the amend-
ment of the Municipal Corporations Act.
During last session the Minister for Works,
Mr, Mc¢Callin, promised the Perth City
Council that if it was at all possible he
would introduee such n measure during that
session, adding that if this course were
found impracticable the Bill would he
brought forward during the following ses-
sion. From the Governor’s Speech T ob-
serve that the measure is to be introduced,
and I am pleased that at last there is to
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be u possibility of municipal matters com-
ing up for discussion, The existing Act
is ohsotete. It was passed a number of
years ago, and the tiwme has wore than gone
by for the ineclusion in it of further pre-
visions for the advaninge not only of the
City of Perth but of ull munieipalities in
Western Australia. When the original Act
was passed, the fast traflic that now obtains
did not exist. From that aspect alone, the
lime is more than ripe for further legis-
lation on the subject of municipal govern-
ment. 1 know Sir William Lathlain will
sappert me in stressing the necessity for
nol only a new Municipal Corporations Aet,
but also for a Bill relative to the City of
Perth. The importance of our capital city
warrants a separate Aet for the vonduet
of its affairs, Many problems that arise
in conneelion with «¢ily government have
no application to suburban muniecipalities,
and (he BMunicipal Corporations Act shouid
not be swollen with a numher of provisions
which would never apply to or be put into
operation by suburban sunicipalities, In
the past, legislation relating to road boards
has keen amended frequently., I am not in
any way speaking against the road boards,
which are, in my opinion, catitled to various
amendments ol the egislation applying to
themn; but I consider that iv would be ad-
visable to have an Act dealing with muni-
eipalities and road boards eonjointly. Such
a measure wounld tend towards working in
unison, As lo fown planning, let me add
my meed of praise lo the Government for
having appointed a Commission. I congrat-
ulate the Government especially on the per-
sonnel of the Commisison. [f the whole
State had been gearched, more eapable men
to sit on that Commission could not have
been found. Let me add, however, that this
Commission should not be placed in the
same position as the Town Planning Com-
missions of the Eastern Stales. Those are
good Commissions, and have done wonder-
ful work, but, unfortunately, they eanmnot
have effect given to the recommendations
resulting from theiy work, as the neecssary
powers have not been conferrved on them.
I wish to sound a note of warning with re-
gard to the Toeal Government Assoeiation,
whose deliberalions should not be made
public until such time as a town planning
measure has heen enacted, so that the ve-
ecommendations ean be embodied in legis-
lative form. Tf reports of the proceedings
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arc published, opportunity may be given
for speculators to come in and make unfair
use of the informaiion. We expect that
as=octation to do a great deal of good. ('er-
tainly they are going the right way to work,
ns they are obtaining evidence from in-
dividuals and busivess people who consider
themselves gualified to give advice. Fur-
ther, they are guided by the experience of
corresponding bodies in the Fastern States.
With the information they are pathering,
they will be able to bring up an excellent
report, whieh ean be utilised in conjunetion
with the recommendations of the Town
Planning Comumisison to furnish an effec-
tive Act. If it is at all possible, I should
like & Town Planning Bill to he introduced
during the current session. Whether it
would go through both Houses of Parlia-
ment on this occasion, I do not know, but
it would he a commencement, and if we can
only get a commencement the measnre will
be enacted next session. if not during this
one. Another matter [ would urge upon
the Government is the extension of the sew.
erage system which has been inaugurated in
the City of Perth. Experts may say that
the Government have gone as far as they
possibly can with the existing system,
since the septic tanks at East Perth are
already carrying more than the capacily
for which they were designed, However,
I suggest that the Government obtain a re-
port from the responsible officers as &0
whether it is not possible in the near future
to carry the sewage from the filter beds out
to the beach, or to Wanneroo, in a locality
where there are no inhabitants. -Then pos-
sibly a sewage farm could be estahlished
and the Government wounld reap some bene
fit from the outlay. I do nof knew whether
I am correcily informed with regard io the
fall, but the man in the street—who Zen-
erally knows—says that there iz a fall of
about 8 Feet from the East Perth sewagu
tanks to the ocean, That may be so or
not; it is a matter for expert advice. In
the eveni of the fall not being suffieient,
the time is more than opportune for the
Government to eonsider the aholition of the
receptacle at East Perth and the pumping
of the sewage to some distance from thg
centre of the eity. I am of opinion that
the sewage could be taken by matural
flow to Wanneroo. At the same time, T am
not particular as to the destination of the
sewage being Wanneroo. I am told that a
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previous Governrment had un idea of pump.
ing the sewage to Canging, Speaking as a
layman, 1 should not hke to zce that scheme
adopted, because it would mean a contin-
uanee of the nuisance ereated by run-
ning the ciuent into the Swan River.
I want to emphatically protest against the
continuation of the system of running the
effluent into the Swan River. 1t is time
that nuisance was rewoved and the sew-
age taken some distance from the city.
In Melbourne, I understand, it is pumped
25 miles to a farm that hag proved to be a
revenue-producing affair. It would be of
great benefit to the Government and alse
to the people of the metropolitan ares if
we could get that ubortion removed from
the centre of Perth, I trust the Govern-
ment will take that inte serious considers.
tion. Another matter to which T wonld
draw attention is the deep stormm water
drainage. A report should be obtained
from the responsible officers of the Govern.
ment as to whether we cogyld not instal a
deep storm water drain, so that the loeal
authorities would be able to get rid of
the nuisance createq by flood waters, with
which at the present time jt is impossible
to cope. We have seen in the newspapers
recently iilustrations of the water and
slush out Inglewood way, where they have
bad fire engines at work pumping out the
water in order to relieve the residents,
Although people live in such loealities,
they are just as much enfitled to the con-
veuience of deep drainage as are thosge lv-
ing in more favoured areas. The man who
lives out in the suburbs should be enabled
to get rid of the storm waters.  Storm
water drainage would not mean any extra
cost to the Government, for although the
Government would have to find the initial
expenditure, it must be remembered that
the ratepayers have to pay water rates.
I suggest also that the Government, in-
stead of having so many econcerns under
their control, should consider the appoint-
ment of a metropolitan board of works to
carry out various nndertakings.  This
wounld be better hoth for the Government
and for the people. Tf certain works werd
placed in the hands of a competent board,
that board would be entitled to bhorrow
snfficient money to finance those under
takings and so the Government, instead of
working on a defeit, in due course would
be able to show a surplys. - I hope- that
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something will be done this session in re.
zard to that suggestion. T am not asking
for a commission to go into the matter,
hecause [ realise that in our State depart-
ments we have men perfectly ecompetent to
advise the Government respecting these
matters. To revert to the guestion of deep
storm water drainage, 1 suggest that poss-
ibly the Government should consider the
advisability of linking up the storm water
drains at Mt. Hawthorn and Leederville
with the Herdsman’s Lake drain. That
would mean a big saving to the Govern-
ment, for we have there a drain eapable
of coping with boundless storm water, and
that drain would be more than sufficient to
earry off any extra volume of water di-
verted to it. I am somewhat diffident
about referring to the development of the
North, for T see Mr. Holmes and Mr. Miles
in their places. Still I would be glad if the
(fovernment could by some means assist
those representatives of the North in
bringing forward a workable scheme of de-
velopment. Those two gentlemen are
thoroughly conversant with the position in
the North and could give sound advice, so
that instead of having the North vacant as
it is, it might be properly developed. This
wauld give a fillip te the whole of the
State. Until something of a progressive
nature is underfaken in the North, we shall
still have the danger of some portion of
that territory being taken away from us.
I am almost inelined to say I regret that
the amonnt of money spent, I will not say
wasted, on the Peel Estate, was not spent
on the development of the North. The re-
sult would have been more satisfactory,
for we would have known that the monay
expended was expended on a useiul
I throw out that as a suz-

purpose,
gestion, and T hope that some notice
will be iaken of it T have not

been sufficiently long in the House to go
into the question of railways, but I notice
the Government are extending their rail-
way system into the backblocks. If it is
at all possible, I should like the Govern-
ment to appoint an honorary committee to
{ake into consideration the advisability of
urging the various local anthorities to keep
back sufficient work to tide the unem.
ployed over the winter months. Then per-
haps, we should not have this question of
unemployment continually before us. My
reagons for making that suggestion are
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these: We are all aware thatin the metr
politan area it is necessary that roads an
footpaths be constructed during the summ
months. But in conntry districts many ¢
the roads to he constructed ave water-boun
roads, It is more ceonomical to earry ot
that work in the winter rather than in tk
sammer, for when constructing a water
bound road it is necessary to have plent
of water, so that the road can be properl
consolidated. I am sure we have sufficier
compelent men whe wonkl be only to
willing to serve on an honorary eommitte
that would ndvise the various local author
ties with a view to keeping back certai
work for the winter months, so that th
unemploved in that season of the vear counl
he sent into the country to do useful work
What we are doing now for the unemploye
is only a makeshift. We are providin
work that otherwise might not be require
for a number of years to come. If durin
the winter months we could have sufficien
work to oecupy all the unemvloyed, it woul
he to the advantage. not only of those bodie
who have work to carrv out, but of th
whole of the State. Really tbat couli
easily he done. Possibly the Governmen
might fall in with that view, and T am sun
the local anthorities would giadly assist.
will support the Addrvess-in-reply.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon
W. H. Kitson—West) {4.55]: First of al
may [ thank thnse members who have re
ferred to my recent elevation for their com:
plimentary remarks. I trust they will haw
no enuse to alter their opinion. There arc
quite a number of maiters referred to by
varions members that T wish to reply to, the
first and foremost Dbeing the question ol
unemployment. This is recognised by evers
member and every rvesnponsible person in
public life as a most imporiant question
Those who have diseussed it in this Cham-
ber have more or less eritivised the Govern.
ment for their a‘titude towards the question,
and it is only fair to say that in some eases
thev have laid the blame at the door of the
Government. Tt is, however, a much harder
question to solve than some people realise.
Tt is not peculiar to Western Australia.
Unemplovment is prevalent in the other
States to a greater decree than it is here,
and it is prevalent in the 01d Country also.
In faet at the present time it is a world-
wide problem. Mr. Corpell was, perhaps,
correct when he said the problem of unem-
ployment was purely an eeonomica] one.



