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cock'' and Brian Burke is known as- ''Brian
Bloke''. Ronald Reagan is known to have a very
black and white view of the world, and what
worries me is that perhaps the only Government
in Central America which is doing something for
its population-the Nicaraguan Government-is
about to be invaded by forces which have been
supported by the United States.
An American senator made the statement that
the population of Nicaragua is something like 2.8
million, and if they exerted their national will and
resources into subverting the United States they
would have no effect.
Any innuence that Australia can bring to
bear-not that the Australian Government has
much inOuence in Washington-<)n the Central
American issue to cool the situation should be
pressed. Of course, situations such as that in
Central America do divert domestic attention
from other is..-;ues. One of the methods commonly
used by Governments to divert attention from affairs at home is to become involved in foreign af·
fairs. I conclude my remarks on that note.

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 1.30 p.m.
HON. GRAHAM EDWARDS (North Metropolitan) (7.31 p.m.]: I support the motion: and in
so doing it is indeed an honour to rise, metaphorically speaking, in this institution of convention,
tradition, and practice, to add my humble
thoughts and words to those who still sit and to
those who have passed before me.
I take this opportunity to thank the staff of
Parliament House for their kind consideration
and offers of advice and assistance. I also thank
you, Mt PreSident, in a similar vein.
I record my thanks, initially, to the Australian
Labor Party. for the opportunity given to me in
the endorsement to contest the election for North
Metropolitan Province. I well recall my preselection speech, in which I stated that, given a
chance, the Australian Labor Party could inflict a
decided and massive defeat on the conservative
members and candidales in the northern suburbs.
History clearly shows that this forecast was much
more accurate than that provided by some of the
pundits and supposed experts who made public
comment and prediction in the period leading up
to the election.
Of course, for that win. tribute must be paid to
my colleagues in another place who ran excellent
campaigns, on which I fed. These campaigns were
backed by clearly pronounced and enunciated
policies. The wins in Scarborough, Whitford, and
Joondalup renect admirably on the character of
the now elected members, Graham Burkett, Pam

Beggs, and Jackie Watkins. All three are already
receiving public recognition for the energetic,
hard working approach they are adopting in meet·
ing the respective challenges their individual electorates present. The calibre of these members will
ensure fair representation of people in their elec·
torates on a level of parliamentary service rarely
experienced or provided by former members of
the previous Government.
Grenville Pitts, the ALP candidate in
Karrinyup, ran a token campaign to assist my efforts in the Council contest. His efforts and approach came very close to causing a major upset
win, and J have no doubt that Grenville will put
the experience gained in that election to future
good usc.
The part played by Brian Burke in the State
election will never be diminished by time or history. I would suggest to members opposite, that,
try as they may, they will never sustain a charge
of false or misleading advertising in the sloganBrian Burke
The best new leader in Australia.
have no doubt that under his leadership the
ALP in this State will be in Government for many
years to come.
1 thank particularly the electors of the North
Metropolitan Province. To my knowledge, no
other person in this State has been elected to
serve in Parliament with a physical disability as
evident as mine. This is not a boast, Mr President,
but an expression of humble gratitude for the
trust and faith those electors have vested in me by
giving me the opportunity to represent them. I
must say that the problems that are evident in this
electorate, and its inherent responsibilities, sit
none too lightly on my shoulders.
I believe the major challenge facing this
Government is that of unemployment, particularly among the young. There is no doubt that the
impact of unemployment is felt heavily across the
community and we have seen the devastating ef·
fects unemployment can have on the middle-aged
breadwinner. Unemployment manifests itself in
all age groups, but leaves its particular scar on the
youth of this nation, many of whom feel they have
been made redundant by society before ever
having the opportunity to become useful. Jt is un·
fortunate that, through this malaise, many young
people are losing faith in the future. It is equally
sad that many adults, most of whom should know
better, have lost fa ith in our youth.
It is easy for those who sit in comfort and se·
curity. far removed from reality, to conjure up all·
embracing insults like ''dole bludger'', "drop·out",
etc., and, without thought of the harm they arc
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doing, apply them to every young person who happens to have the misfortune to be unemployed.
I am not denying that amongst our unemployed
youth there arc those who seek to take advantage
of the system. They are however, in the minority.
The people who, in self-gratification, seek to
apply certain stigmas to our youth, would perhaps
be better served by contemplating the damage
done to our nation by tax evaders and manipulators of tax laws who work to cheat the system of
many millions of dollars. Attack them for a
change and get off the backs of our youth!
This Government is facing up to its
responsibilities of creating and providing work. It
will be some time, however, before the full, positive effects now across the board and arrest the
tendency for youth to move from school to the
dole.
In the interim, 1 believe that the Community
Youth Support Scheme and the education programme for unemployed youth are providing a
valuable buffer between hope and complete despondency. These programmes, however, deserve
more consideration from the community- particularly from service clubs such as Rotary, Apex,
and Lions, where much expertise exists. This expertise could be plugged into the programmes to
provide far greater recognition and acceptance of
the problems of unemployed youth and provide
many more avenues toward solving those same
problems. Scarborough Rotary Club is already
considering input in this area, and J understand
others may do likewise. Our youth need to know
that we are aware of their plight. They need to
know we are supportive of their aims and ambitions.
I can well recall when I left school r had the
choice of a number of jobs and had the opportunity of testing different areas of employment for
long-term satisfaction. Today. young people are
forced to grab at whatever work opportunity they
can. often without regard for future career prospects, educational achievements, responsibilities,
or job satisfaction in the tasks they are performing. Employment of this ilk, of course, presents dire social consequences for the future.
The only way to diminish unemployment and
its associated problems, is through real economic
growth and revitalisation. Between now and that
realisation, however. lie many unpopular decisions
for this Government; but the fact of the matter is
that our youth cannot afford to be socially alien·
ated any further. They must come to know that
they have a stake in the future of this nation; they
must come to know that the aims and ambitions
they hold for their rutures are achievable. We all
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have a responsibility to share their challenge. To
do otherwise is to cast a whole generation adrift.
Given the current problems that confront our
youth, I would not be adverse to seeing the establishment of a peace corps on a national or State·
wide scale. lt could be set up on a volunteer basis,
involving males and females on attaining the age
of 18. The peace corps could be established to implement community-based or self-sufficient and
productive programmes. It would contain an edu·
cational facet and a skills development facet. It
could provide a ready reaction group to respond to
natural disasters, in hand with and trained by
State Emergency Service personnel. Most importantly, perhaps, it would be run to assist in the de·
velopment of character, initiative, and self-sufficiency.
I see regional centres being set up in key
country areas so that youth are given the opportunity to leave the city and learn the full
magnitude, harshness, and challenge this great
nation presents. In terms of self-sufficiency, programmes and exercises in navigation, orienteering, living off the land, etc., could be implemented. Obviously, much more work on and
development of this proposal is needed before
anything formal could be presented. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss the idea with any
member of the House who considers such a
scheme would benefit our youth.
Among other improvements J wish to see implemented by this Government, and fairly high on
my list of priorities, is equality for disabled people
in the work force and an equality of opportunity
for those who seek to join the work forc.e. It is unfortunate that this State, unlike others in this
nation, and despite the opportunity to have done
so, as yet has no legislation to make discrimi·
nation against disabled persons an illegal act. No
doubt anti-discrimination legislation in itself, in
isolation. is not the complete answer.
However, legislation with an ongoing programme of education. encouragement, and incentive, directed toward prospective employers, is a
positive step towards providing work opportunities
for the disabled members of the work force. There
are positive rewards for employers who are prepared to take on disabled employees. The disabled
people are generally much more appreciative of
the opportunity to work. They are acutely aware
of their responsibilities, much more loyal to employers, take fewer "sickies", and work harder
than the average person to prove their worth.
These facts will become evident to electors of the
North Metropolitan Province over the next six
years.
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Since being elected I have bad drawn to my attention a number of blatant acts of discrimination. I have also experienced, at first band, discrimination in the work force. I bave had the opportunity to fight those acts of diSCTimination,
and on each occasion I have won. It is my
intention to use my position in Parliament to
further the fight against discrimination applied on
the basis of disability.
My philosophy in this area is best expressed by
these borrowed words1 am onty one- but I am one.
I cannot do everything-but I can do
something.
What I can do, I ()Ught to do-and by the
grace of God-I will do.
To be a member of the Australian Labor Party is
to formally adopt, as a personal challenge, the
same challenge that Australia as a nation faces,
and the same challenges that Australians as a
people face.
The Australian Labor Party is the only political
party in this coontry that can lay the legitimate:
claim of being the party with its roots deeply embedded in Australian soil, and its aspirations
reflective of the aspirations of Australian people.
As our citizens want, and express a wish to have,
a greater equity as Australians in the future of
Australia, so do we. As QUr citizens want, and eJtprcss a wish to have, a greater equity and equality
in parliamentary representation, so do we.
We have heard, thanks to the 'knowledge of the
Leader of the Opposition in this place, an
interpretation of the word "mandate" . I wonder if
he has ever researched, and shared with the same
diligence in Parliament, the word "democracy".
In case he has not, let me share the definition applied to that word by the Australian Oxford Dic-

tionaryDemocracyGovernment by the people.
State in which this prevails.
The principle that all citizens have equal
political rights.
Now that is democracy. While Mr Medcalf can
challenge. and play word games with, the word
"mandate", based on an American dictionary's
interpretation, I challenge him to play word
games with this definition of "democracy", based
on an English-Australian dictionary, because
after all, is not our system based on the English
model?
Last year, the City of Stirling unveiled two
unique memorials-unique because one is dedi-

cated to veteraAs of all wars. and one is dedicated
to veterans of Vietnam. The memorials arc situated adjacent to the council chambers. People attending, for instance, citizenship ceremonies at
the city walk past these unique twin memorials
and cannot help but observe them. A member of
the Opposition from this Chamber decided to
capitalise on the memorials, and he mentioned
them one evening in an address to residents
adopting Australian status. Of course, he did Mt
say that the Government, of which he was a member, refused point blank to make a small financial
contribution towards their erection. He did, however, say words along these linesThose memorials you walked past this
evening are a reminder of the sacrifices our
fighting force.s have made for their country.
He then pointed to the Australian national and
Western Australian State flags adorning the wall
and further saidThe spirit of their sacrifices is embodied in
these flags.
That is quite a dramatic statement and one that
he obviously holds to be true. As he was speaking
on behalf of his party, J assume he wa.s also representing that party's views. Now, if that member
and those of his persuasion do indeed believe that
statement to be true, they must, in sincerity, believe something further to be true; that is, if the
spirit of those sacrifices is embodied in our flags,
then equally, and undeniably, the same spirit of
those sacrifices should be embodied and reflected
in our parliamentary system of democracy. For.
surely, those men and women who gave their lives
were making a sacrifice for freedom, a sacrifice
for equl\lity, a sacrifice for justice. and a sacrifice
for democracy.
I have a long-held belief, implanted by my
father, that these qualities and principles were, indeed, what men and women were prepared to
fight for: they were, indeed, qualities and principles these men and women were prepared to die
for. Until the principle of democracy is reflected,
expressed and embodied within our parliamentary
system, we are perpetrating an injustice on our
fallen .
Mr President, l have approached my maiden
speech with some regard for convention and have
not taken advantage of the licence generally accorded new members in this situation. Opposition
members should not read into my "playing the
game" any lack of resolve on my part in regard to
introducing parliamentary democracy and seeing
its application to the Legislative Council. I will
pursue this aim and private principle with due
vigour and enterprise, fully aware that its achieve-
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ment will probably result in my own demise from
this Chamber. That, Mr President, is my commitment to this matter of principle.
{Applause.]
HON. W. G. ATKINSON {Central) (7.47
p.m.]: It gives me a great deal of pleasure to rise
in the Chamber for the first time, especially as I
am following in the footsteps of the Hon. Norman
Baxter, a man who served this Chamber well over
a long period. It is with a combination of feelings
that 1 stand here this evening: Pride, nervousness,
and humbleness.
Pride, first of all, to be able to follow in the
footsteps of the honourable member who preceded
me. The Hon. Norm Baxter was first elected to
this House in 1950 and served until earlier this
year. He had a long and distinguished career,
serving as Minister for Health in the Brand
Government from 1971 to 1974, serving as Chairman of Committees for two periods, from I 963 to
1965 and from 1971 to 1974, and finishing his career as Chairman of the Honorary Royal Commission into racing and trotting. It gives me a
great deal of pride to be able to congratulate him
for his years of service in this House and to wish
him well in his retirement.
I have a feeling of humbleness following in his
footsteps as the member for Central Province and
entering this House, where parliamentary democracy takes its rise. It certainly takes its rise in the
history of this House. I have just one worry: I
enter the House at the time when its very existence is under attack and threat.
I thank the electors of Central Province who
have placed their confidence in me. I trust I can
repay that confidence by working in as able a
manner as did the former member.
The threat that the House is under and that
falls on its representatives comes from the
Government's stated moves to alter the Consti·
tution. Over the years that this House has been in
existence it has been known for the quality of the
legislation that has emanated therefrom. I trust it
will continue its resistance to damaging change
and its responsibility to encourage progressive
reforms for the benefit of all Western Australians.
Mr President, I congratulate you on once again
being elected to the Chair of this Chamber. I congratulate the honourable members who have been
elected or re-elected following the recent elections. I congratulate the Ministers on their appointment and the Hon. Des Dans for his appointment as Leader of the Government in the House.
I express appreciation for the help I have received
from members and for the help I have received
from members of the staff. 1 have appreciated
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their help as it has enabled me to settle into what
is a new occupation.
As most members are aware, I am a farmer, a
practical person. We have several other farmers in
the Chamber and it does well to balance the
intellectual side with a few practical people. I am
a country person, having lived in the country all
my life. I received my education in the country,
starting at the Ballidu Primary School, then the
Dalwallinu Primary School, then the Northam
High School, followed by the Muresk Agricultural College. I live in Dalwallinu and I enjoy
country life and country people.
Country people hold high the moral values of
family life and community service, a combination
which holds up in the face of adversity, something
which country people seem to face so often with
the natural disasters they have faced so regularly,
it seems, over the last decade; disasters such as
droughts, floods and fires. We have seen the effects of drought over the last seven or eight years;
we have seen the disastrous results it has had on
the country's economy. Not only a large part of
the area [ represent has suffered from this natural
inniction; so too have large areas of the Eastern
States. Naturally the country's economy has suffered from the downturn in the export income
thus lost.
We saw the effects of floods in the south-west
of Western Australia in the summer of 1982 and
also recently. A most prophetic warning from
Professor Parker recently appeared in The West
Australian when, just several days before the
Swan River noodcd, he said that Perth faced a
flood threat. The article statedPERTH'S long run of flood-free winters
could change drastically in the next few
years.
All it needs is an unusually high rainfall
over the degraded land in the huge Avon
River catchment
The result could be horrific inundations
along the Swan River.
The catchment area of the Avon River basically
covers the area [ represent, so members can see
the ex.tent of this problem. We could easily return
to a series of wet winters such as we experienced
in the middle 1960s.
Another of the natural disasters that often hits
country people but which very rarely hits city
people is fire. We also had the case in this State
of cyclone Alby several years ago and the damage
that caused. We have recently had the experience
of the devastating fires in the Eastern States,
and-needless to say-we all realise the damage
and heartbreak they caused to many people, and

