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NOTE TO READER 

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a verbatim 
transcript of the spoken word and reflects the informal, conversational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. The Parliament of Western Australia and the 
Battye Library are not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for 
the views therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

Bold type face indicates a difference between transcript and tape as a result of 
corrections made to the transcript only, usually at the request of the person 
interviewed. 

[ ] are used for insertions, not in the original tape. 
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INTRODUCTION 

An interview was started in June 1991 with Hon. Ray McPharlin for 
the Parliamentary History Project and the Battye Library. He was 
a sick man at the time and died in July 1991 before the interview 
was completed. The Parliament and the Battye Library deeply 
appreciated Mr McPharlin's preparedness to be interviewed at a 
time of pain and discomfort. 

In April 1992 Mrs Rona McPharlin agreed to be interviewed to 
complete the story of her husband's parliamentary career, and 
their son, Ian, later added notes covering memories of his father 
and of being the son of a politician. 

Ray McPharlin was born in 1916 at Williams and attended school 
there until the family moved to Kalannie in 1928. In 1938 he 
enlisted in the Army, transferring to the RAAF during the war and 
serving overseas as a pilot of Sunderland Flying Boats. He 
married Rona Rummer in 1942 and they had one son and two 
daughters. After his discharge in 1946, Ray McPharlin worked in 
life assurance and then as a storekeeper in Claremont before 
moving to a farm at Daiwallinu in 1949. He took over the family 
farm in 1955, retiring to Perth in 1965 where he held several 
positions, including Chairman of Directors of the W A Tractor Co 
from 1965 to 1968. 

In 1967 Mr McPharlin entered the Parliament of Western Australia 
as the Member for Mt Marshall, a position he held until his 
defeat at the 1983 State election. He was Deputy Leader of the 
Country Party from 1971-73, Leader of the Country Party from 
1973-75, and Deputy Premier and Minister for Agriculture from 
1974-75. He was involved in the formation of the National 
Alliance in 1974, and the split from the coalition in May 1975. 
In 1978 he joined the National Party but left in 1982 to become 
an independent MLA. 

In the absence of a full interview with Ray McPharlin, this 
document has been put together from several sources, with the 
help of Rona and Ian McPharlin. Besides the interview and notes 
already mentioned, other attachments are of notes Mr McPharlin 
kept at the time of the coalition split, and about negotiations 
over the coalition and portfolios following the 1974 State 
election. There are examples of the letters written by Mr 
McPharlin to his wife during the war, samples of the column he 
wrote for country newspapers, and newspaper articles and letters 
at the time of his death. 
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VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT 

McPHARLIN My name is Walter Raymond McPharlin. I was 

born in Williams, Western Australia, 21st of February 1916. 

EH Who was your father? 

McPHARLIN My father was Walter Harold Daniel McPharlin 

from South Australia. [He was the fourth son of Thomas and 

Selina McPharlin whom he married in 1868.1 

EH And your mother? 

McPHARLIN Sarah Eulie Hilton, also from South Australia, 

[whom he married in 1910]. 

EH Do you know when your parents came to Western 

Australia? 

McPHARLIN My grandparents came from [Ireland via England 

and arrived in Adelaide on 16 January 1851] . My parents came 

to Western Australia about 1908. 

EH Where did they settle in Western Australia? 

McPHARLIN They settled at Williams. 

EH Were they farming people? 

McPHARLIN Yes, they were farming people. 

EH What sort of farm did they take up there at 

Williams? 

McPHARLIN Hay cutting, chaff production and looking 

after sheep. 
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EH Your immediate family, how many brothers and 

sisters did you have? 

McPHARLIN Four brothers and one sister. 

EH what were their names? 

McPHARLIN The eldest one was Archibald, the second one 

was Tom, then me, the third one was Cliff, the fourth one was 

[Lin] and my sister was Nancy. 

EH Whereabouts in the family were you? 

McPHARLIN : was number four. 

Eli Could you give us a brief description of what 

life was like crowing up there in Williams? 

McPHARLIN Well, vastly different from what it is now, of 

course. We lived in quite a good farmhouse and generally our 

living conditions weren't too bad. I had a wonderful mother 

and she looked after us and generally [we] went to school 

early in the piece and it was not bad at all. We can't 

complain. The standards were there and we lived with the 

standards of the time. 

EH Were you very far out of the town? 

McPHARLIN Oh, we were. . . . from Williams we were thirty-

seven miles out, so it was a fair distance. We had no motor 

cars; it was all horse and sulky days. 

EH Do you have any early memories of growing up 

in your family? 

MCPHARLIN Well, I remember the first school days, of 

course, and what took place. Very small school we went to, 

and various aspects of the procedures. They are the main 

memories I have. 
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EH When you started school did you actually go 

that thirty-seven miles into Williams? 

McPHARLIN No, no, no. There was a small school at 

Culbin Siding, which is where the railway was, only a matter 

of - I think it was three or four miles. 

EH Did you stay there near Culbin Siding, 

Mr McPharlin? 

McPHARLIN Well, we did for a period of time but then 

[my] parents moved into Williams - a better education. 

Father owned a house there anyway - and we stayed there for 

quite a number of years. 

EH Did your parents keep the farm running? 

McPHARLIN Yes, for a period. My parents were still 

looking after the agricultural side of it, but later on he 

bought another farm. 

EH Your early school years, have you any 

recollections of friends and games that you played in those 

years? 

McPHARLIN Well, at the Williams school, yes. We had a 

bigger number of pupils, of course, and we played all sorts 

of games - football, cricket, marbles and all sorts of games 

that kids play, and the education, of course, was far, far 

more, say, comprehensive than the small school. 

EH Are there any teachers that stick out in 

your memory? 

McPHARLIN Well, there's one in particular that does. He 

was there for a number of years - stands out. I thought he 

did a good job. Oh, yes. 
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ER Did you stay at Williams into your high school 

years? 

McPHARLIN I never ever went to high school. I stayed at 

Williams till 1928 and then my father had got hold of another 

property up in the wheat belt, and we moved up onto that. 

property. 

EH Whereabouts in the wheat belt was that? 

McPHARLIN It was a place called Kalannie. Those days 

there was no railway line and no roads, went out on 

sandalwood tracks. It's in the Dalwallinu Shire area. 

ER How far would that have been from Williams? 

McPHARLIN About 170 miles [from Perth] 

ER That would have been a lot of travelling. 

McPHARLIN Oh, yes, it was, during that period, yes. 

ER How did your mother cope? 

McPHARLIN Oh mother passed away (perhaps I should have 

mentioned this before) in 1924 [at the age of 46] . :Eeart 

attack. [She was very distressed after the death off my 

eldest brother Archibald in 1921.] 

ER That must have been very difficult then for 

your father. 

McPHARLIN It was very difficult, very difficult, yes. 

We had housekeepers in and different ones helping, but it's 

just not the same. 

ER Was there any Sunday routine in your family? 
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McPHARLIN Yes, we used to attend church quite regularly 

and I was one of the boys that used to help the priest, or 

not the priest, the clergyman, and I was fairly well occupied 

on a Sunday. 

EH Which church did you attend? 

McPHARLIN Church of England, we were. Oh, yes, it was 

quite interesting, and we were strong church people those 

days. 

EH What was your earliest memory of a significant 

political event? 

McPHARLIN Well, that's rather [laughs] a difficult one. 

During that time, of course, we were involved in developing 

our property and Dad used to talk about politics quite a bit 

and we used to listen. But as far as personally becoming 

aware of what was going on, it wasn't until later years, I'd 

say, well after the war. It was after the war that I became 

really involved. 

ER What sort of political discussions did you 

father encourage? 

McPHARLIN Well, 1930 onwards was a depression, as you'd 

recall, and it was during those times that all farmers' eyes 

were on the Government, politics. One thing that does stand 

out in my mind is that the Government were imposing a flour 

tax. That meant on every ton of flour that was delivered to 

the bakers throughout Western Australia a tax had to be paid 

of so many cents in the ton to raise money. That was one 

thing that stuck out in my mind. 

ER Was your family affected by the Depression? 

McPHARLIN Oh, very much so. It wasn't a living, it was 

a miserable existence. No money, just battled on. Dad used 

to get thirty shillings a week handed out the window of the 
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Commercial Bank in Kalannie to live on, to keep the family 

on. Oh, it was bad, really bad. 

EH Was it difficult for him to keep the farm 

going? 

McPHARLIN Very difficult. Oh, he got into difficulties, 

just couldn't avoid it, and had the creditors all together 

and then a trustee came in and the trustee carried us on 

somehow, oh, for a number of years, and eventually - it took 

a long time; I'd say it took ten years - we eventually got 

out of it, but very difficult. 

EH And the children, did you all help out in 

those years? 

McPHARLIN Oh, yes, we all helped out, especially in the 

house but, of course, we went out in the paddocks too, the 

elder ones, and did a lot of work, a lot of work. I was 

driving teams of horses at fourteen and working the machinery 

at fourteen, and Tom was too. Archie, he unfortunately got 

killed [in 19211 before we left the farming business at 

Williams. 

EH What happened, Mr McPharlin? 

McPHARLIN Well, he was riding a horse and somehow or 

other the horse shied and threw him and his head hit a rock. 

He got concussion and, of course, our transport from there to 

Narrogin, as a matter of fact, where the hospital was, was by 

horse and sulky and that was the fastest we could get and, of 

course, the delay and the effects of concussion, I think, was 

the reason that he passed on. 

EH Were there any medical services at Williams in 

those times? 

McPHARLIN Not to my knowledge, not to my knowledge. 
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EH What about other people in the Depression, Mr 

McPharlin, did you observe how they were coping? 

McPHARLIN Well, where we were at Kalannie with a new 

block, of course, it couldn't have come at a worse time and 

farmers around us were walking off their properties. They 

couldn't afford the bank debt they had and everywhere they 

were walking off, but somehow, I don't know how, we managed 

to battle through and carry on, and in later years we 

acquired fourteen of those properties. Yes. 

EH Thank you. [Pause] You described the work 

that you started to undertake when you left school. Did you 

continue to work on the farm as you got older? 

McPHARLIN Oh, yes, we worked on the farm right through 

the thirties, doing all the farm work. 

EM The outbreak of war in 1939, where were you at 

that time? 

McPHARLIN Well, I was working on the farm until '38 and 

I was always a pretty good cricketer and a pretty good 

footballer, always, just natural, and the Third Army Brigade, 

the permanent army at Fremantle, they were looking for good 

sportsmen. I had a friend in there, so I thought I'll give 

it a go. So I went in there, he took me to the CO and the CO 

said, "He tells me you're not bad at sport." I said, "Oh, 

yes, I've done all right." He said, "Well, you can join up." 

So I joined the permanent army at Fremantle in 1938 and we 

won the cricket premiership. 

EH And football, did you play football as well? 

McPHARLIN Oh, yes, in that I went on with football and, 

I think it was that first year we played the football and won 

the second grade championship. So, yes, I played football. 

The next year I went into league ranks and played with East 

Fremantle, I played with them for some time. Oh yes. [I was 
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a member of the 1938 Grand Final team that was runner up to 

Claremont. The first game was tied so we had to replay it.] 

EH So you were a league footballer? 

McPHARLIN Oh, yes. And then they posted me to Melbourne 

because I remustered and I went to Melbourne as a drill and 

physical training instructor in the Air Force, and I did my 

training at Laverton. While there I had a run with the 

Canton football team and doing quite well, and I became one 

of the members of the training list of Canton, going well, 

and the first match I was picked for was a day when they'd 

given me these injections. My temperature was 104 and, of 

course, I couldn't play football, and so I missed that one 

and then had to recover, and a few times they put me in as 

reserve for the league team, several times, just, just didn't 

ouite make it [I was number 25].  The next thing I know I'm 

posted back here to Perth, so I came back, went back with East 

Fremantle and played with them again. 

EH Your Air Force experience, then, could you 

tell us a bit more about that? 

McPHARLIN Well, I joined the Air Force as I said in 1938 

and became a flight sergeant drill instructor, and was up at 

Pearce drilling recruits. And then the air crew training 

group moved down to Clontarf and I was sent down with them to 

drill them, which I did, and after a period of time I said, 

"I'm going to have a go at air crew." It was no good to me 

this sort of thing. So I had to do a bit of study, which I 

did, and I put an application in to remuster, the air crew 

application was approved and I joined air crew and studied. 

I wanted to be a pilot, so I studied very hard and eventually 

when the assessments came out I was given [entry to the] 

pilots' [course] which is what I wanted. And then we went to 

our flying training, first of all to Cunderdin where we flew 

Tiger Moths, qualified for my wings at Cunderdin and there I 

had a very frustrating experience in that I thought I was 

doing well, my instructor [thought I] was doing well. He 
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said, "[I'll]  get a flight instructor, the chief flight 

instructor to take you for a test." I said, "Good." S we 

got in the plane, flew over to one of the satellite 

aerodromes and he said, "Righto, away you go." Him in the 

front, me in the back. Seven times I landed that aircraft 

and took off. He said to me, "You know, I can't pass you." 

I said, "Why, for Christ's sake?" He said, "Because .'our 

landings are too good." [Laughs] Well, I couldn't believe 

it! This was a Friday and he wouldn't pass me and, of 

course, we went on our weekend leave to Perth and I sweated 

over the weekend, and when the instructor got to know about 

it he was furious! Anyhow, first thing Monday morning he 

said, "Go out again." So I went out with this bloke. He 

didn't even stop in the plane. He hopped out. He said, 

"Away you go," and I got my wings. Oh, I was annoyed, but 

that's the sort of thing that can happen. So I got my wings 

and from then on it was the routine training, solo flights 

and all the rest of it. 

EH Mr McPharlin, what was your war:ime 

experience? 

McPHARLIN Wartime? 

EH Yes. 

McPHARLIN Well, I went from Cunderdin to Geraldton where 

you qualified there on twin engined aircraft and we flew the 

Avro Ansons on twin engines. And then we did night flying to 

qualify on twin engines, and after we completed that we :hen 
went for our wings test again and I got my wings for :win 

engine aircraft there. We were then posted, after our 

ceremony of the wings being pinned on by Sir Norman Brearey, 

who now has passed on, we were then sent to embarkation depot 

in Perth where we waited for them to send us wherever we -,iere 

designated to go. So after a period of time they sent us to 

England. 

EH What year was that? 
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McPHARLIN '43, '43. In '43 we were sent via New 

Zealand. Went to South Australia, embarkation depot there, 

waited until they decided to send us. Went on a boat through 

New Zealand and we got to New Plymouth, New Zealand, where we 

did some parades there to attract volunteers and so on. Then 

we went down to Christchurch for a while and then we took off 

across the Pacific through the Panama Canal and we stayed for 

a short period at the entrance to the Panama Canal. What's 

the name of it? Costa Rica one side of the road and Panama 

City on the other and we spent a few days there. They warned 

us, they came on board, the police, and warned us, "Don't go 

down back streets, don't go on your own, because anything can 

happen to you and if we have to pick you up we'll gaol you 

for a month with no questions asked. That's how had it is 

here, so don't go on your own," so we didn't. We visited a 

few night clubs which were quite entertaining and stayed 

there and then they took us through the canal and through the 

other side. Then sent us up to the.. . .what's the islands up 

on that side? Oh just gone. 

EH In the Caribbean? 

McPHARLIN Yes. 

EH Near Cuba, that sort of... 

McPHARLIN The islands in the Caribbean where we stayed 

only a couple of days and never went ashore. That was also 

reported to be pretty rough, so we picked up some other ships 

there and a commodore was in charge, of course, and we went 

on to New York. We stayed in New York for about a week and 

three of us went together to the Anzac Club where we met a 

very nice family and a young girl who took us home to their 

place and entertained us, and took us to night clubs. [This 

family happened to be the father of Hugh Hefner (of Playboy 

fame).] We'd do three night clubs in a night and they'd take 

us to a night club show where we'd see the floor shows, leave 

that one, go to another one, see the floor shows, leave that 

one, go to another one, go back to the boat about three 
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o'clock in the morning. For a week we did that. Very 

interesting. Eventually we worked on. . . (Didn't you press 

it? All right now?) 

EH Yes. 

McPHARLIN Then we went across the North Atlantic and it 

took us quite some time because the speed of a convoy is the 

speed of the slowest ship and of course you can't go any 

faster, so it took us quite some time. But fortunately at 

that time the German admiral had recalled his U-boats for 

repair and renovations and so we never even got a U-boat 

scare, which we didn't mind; it was very good. And so we got 

across after a long time and landed in Bristol, I think it 

was early September, I think, in Bristol [short 

pause] . .. .down to Brighton. 

EH Did you do your retraining in England? 

McPHARLIN Well, Brighton was the embarkation depot and 

quite a lot of the air crew were sent to various places to do 

further training, but 10 Squadron Sunderland flying boats had 

a program where they used to send a couple of their officers 

up to Brighton to select who they wanted. I heard they were 

coming so I put my name in along with others and these 

officers came up and did the interview, and fortunately I was 

selected as a pilot and went down to 10 Squadron. 

Now, that's where their program was retraining on the 

squadron and so what you did, you went on to an aircraft 

after the training officer had given you several flights and 

several explanations of how the aircraft worked, all its 

controls and engines, airframe, everything. You went on to a 

crew, an operational crew as a second pilot, which means 

there are three pilots, the captain, first pilot and then the 

trainee pilot, and you went out on patrol actually searching 

for U-boats because that's what we specialised in. Our role 

was U-boats. Not shipping, not convoys, U-boats, and we 

specialised in searching for them, and so we were on patrol 
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for months searching for them. We used to report any 

shipping, of course, or convoys or anything, we used to 

report them but it wasn't our job to attack, so we never had. 

And so the hours build up and it was while I was second pilot 

and one morning out in the Bay of Biscay, at 11.54 [on 8 

January 19441, we spotted a U-boat on the surface. He 

decided he was going to fight it out with us and he was going 

to blow us to pieces. So we all took our positions ;chich is 

called battle stations and the skipper aimed for the U-boat, 

bombs were run out - actually they were depth charges set to 

go at a certain depth - and we had to attack from fifty feet 

because if you didn't they wouldn't crack the hull. You had 

to be within a nineteen foot radius of the bomb explosion or 

depth charge explosion to crack the hull. So we went in and 

our front gunners stopped any flak coming back at us and did 

for a start. There was flak coming right through and 

fortunately for some unknown reason they never even hit us. 

Anyway, went in and the flak stopped and we straddled it and 

cracked it, and the automatic camera had run out and the 

skipper said to me, "Mac, get the auxiliary camera, go down 

to the galley and get some photographs." So I grabbed the 

camera, I went down [to] the galley window, hung out the 

window with the camera and got some photographs. They are 

the only photographs of that attack we have and I got some 

good ones, some beauties. One of the gunners told me he had 

to hang on to me - I'd have fallen out. I don't remember but 

that's what he said, I was so keen to get out and get the 

photographs. Anyhow, we got 'em, and then we got back to 

base and, of course, we were the heroes, and went up to the 

debriefing room where the debriefing officers gave us the run 

through and explained everything, and of course the 

photographs had to go to the photographic section to get 

developed, and so on. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE ONE 
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TAPE ONE SIDE TWO 

McPHARLIN They debriefed us and then later the 

development, photographic development officer came up to the 

mess and showed us the photographs, and they were good. They 

were so pleased! Admiralty in London had to have a 

photograph, of course. We sent one up, sent some up. They 

were so pleased, that was the first U-boat sunk in 1944 and 

it showed them what they wanted to see, the new armament that 

the U-boats had on them, and so they invited the whole crew 

up to London for the day. In the train, up to London, then 

the Admiralty officers provided us with lunch and really gave 

us a VIP treatment for the day. The skipper got a DFC out of 

that but he's the only one who got any decoration, and so 

that was it. We had a very successful day. We sank that U-

boat in six minutes. At 11.54: it disappeared under the water 

at 12 o'clock, so we did a pretty efficient job. 

EH 1944, what stage was the war at then? 

McPHARLIN Well, it was a very desperate stage of the 

war. The U-boats were threatening the lifelines of England. 

At a conference Churchill said the most vital part of the war 

at that time was the U-boat war, because of the thousands 

upon thousands of tons of shipping they were sinking. They 

were cutting supplies, cutting the lifeline from the allied 

army in Europe and it was a very, very severe situation. 

EH Did you continue then to fly the Sunderland 

flying boats? 

McPHARLIN Oh, yes, we continued flying. Oh, yes, we 

continued our patrols right through and we'd do patrols and 

we'd go until our endurance limit. Usually our limit was 

fourteen hours and then return to base. Another aircraft 

would take over so there was 24-hour coverage. There were 

American aircraft, British aircraft and Australian aircraft, 

and we continued right through. 
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EH How far out into the Atlantic did you go? 

McPHARLIN Oh, we covered at least 500 miles, sometimes 

further. 

EH And when did this period of the war finish? 

McPHARLIN Well, gradually we got control. Gradually we 

started to be on top and ease the pressure quite a lot. We 

were gaining the upper hand and eased. .. . letting the convoys 

through much better than before and that eventually went on 

and on and on until at the end of the war, of course, we had 

them under control. 

EH What are your memories of the end of the war, 

Mr McPharlin? 

McPHARLIN Well, the end of the war the Germans 

surrendered. Our aircraft were bringing in surrendered U- 

boats. They didn't sink 'em, just brought 'em in, stacked 

'em. And, of course, when it was announced we had 

celebrations in the mess, did all sorts of funny things but 

enjoyed it and had a ball. 

EH When did you come back to Australia? 

McPHARLIN Well, then, we waited until they were giving 

us our sailing orders and it wasn't till the end of '45 they 

put us on a boat. We got back here to disembark in I think 

it was January '46. We were on our way back and had 

Christmas I know on the boat and the ship gave us a bottle of 

beer as a Christmas present. We had on board a minister, 

Minister for Defence, I think he was or something, and they 

were going to take us to Adelaide and send us back by train. 

So we had a meeting and we had a deputation to this fellow 

and we put it to him pretty straight. "Oh," he said, "I'll 

see what I can do." So he got in touch with the Prime 

Minister, Curtin. I suppose because he was a West Australian 

it might have helped but he diverted us to Fremantle and we 

landed here at Fremantle. It was very good. 
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EH Have there been lasting impressions of the war 

that have stayed with you over the years? 

McPHARLIN Oh, many, many. Some will be with me for the 

rest of my life and the most prominent, of course, is that 

attack on the U-boat. I will never ever be able to erase 

that from my memory. That, and, of course, the long patrols 

and convoy escort, they'll stay there always. [They are] 

part of your life which is the way it was, just doing your 

job and that's what you do. 

EH When you got back to Fremantle was your family 

waiting for you? 

McPHARLIN Oh, yes, all on the wharf. Oh, yes. 

EH Had you married at this stage in your life? 

McPHARLIN I married in 1942, yes. 

EH And who did you marry, Mr McPharlin? 

McPHARLIN I married a girl named Rona Rummer, from East 

Fremantle. We married in September 5th '42 and there was a 

baby on the way when I left but I didn't see her until I came 

back, so actually she was nearly three years old when I came 

back. 

EH How many children do you have? 

McPHARLIN Three, two girls and a boy. 

EH What are their names? 

McPHARLIN Well, Glenda is the eldest. 

EH When was she born? 

McPHARLIN 20th of June 1943. 
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EH And your next? 

McPHARLIN Beverley. I think hers is August 23rd. Five 

years later, anyway. 

EH And your last? 

McPHARLIN Ian, my son. He's the 7th of December 1952 

and he has done very well. Glenda is a theatre sister at a 

private hospital in East Fremantle at Kaleeya, doing quite 

well. Beverley is married to an architect developer and Ian 

is an agricultural scientist, done very well indeed. He's 

with the Ag Department and doing a lot of work in 

agricultural science; done very well. 

EH Your transition back to civilian life, were 

you demobbed from the Air Force as soon as you got back? 

McPHARLIN Yes, within a short period of time I was 

demobbed and I went back into civilian life for a period 

doing nothing. Then I had to look for something to keep me 

occupied. My wife and her sister in the meantime had 

purchased a general store in Claremont and they were running 

that, and so I went into that with them and carried that on 

for a couple of years. It was inceresting and carried on 

that for a period. And then we sold that and I went into 

life insurance which wasn't very exciting. Did that for a 

while and then after that I went to the farm again and went 

farming. 

EH Back to Kalannie? 

McPHARLIN Yes. 

EH What was life like back at Kalannie? 

McPHARLIN Vastly different. My father had two prisoners 

of war, Italian prisoners of war working, doing the work 

which was good. A brother of mine, Tom, was also back on the 
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farm and so we worked it and then I did become a member of 

the local council, the Daiwallinu Shire Council. I was a 

member there for six years but too much travelling so I gave 

that away and I did become interested in politics at that 

time. As a matter of fact I started a branch of the Country 

Party at Kalannie. We had members of Parliament come up and 

we used to discuss various matters and so on and I got 

interested, quite interested. 

EH Do you remember what motivated you at the 

time, what got you going? 

McPHARLIN Well, I was motivated by the position of 

primary industries, the wheat growing industry, the wool 

growing industry, lack of water supplies, power and all the 

rest of it, and that was the motivation. I thought, well, 

maybe I'll never have a chance but at least I'll keep it in 

mind and so I did. That's actually what motivated me. 

EH In local government were there things in 

particular that you wanted to achieve on the Daiwallinu 

council? 

McPHARLIN Oh, general things like roadworks, sporting 

grounds, you know, general things of interest that you see 

that need attention. And then, of course, nothing like the 

higher level in State Government. 

EH Do you feel that being in local government it 

was natural to lead on to State Parliament then? 

McPHARLIN That is a definite step, yes, it does help, 

because there is much more in local government than people 

appreciate. Handling the finance, for instance, is quite a 

job and funding, raising money, rates and all the rest of it. 

Yes, it's a help to go into State Parliament. 

EH Why did you decide to enter State politics 

then? 
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McPHARLIN Well, what happened, all of our children were 

sent away to colleges. The local member was George Cornell 

who accidentally killed himself in his motor car, and I 

thought, well, he'll be there for a long time. While he's 

there I won't put up against him and I will. . . .so we decided 

all our kids were down here, we'd come and live in Perth. 

In the meantime I'd bought a house at the Games village [in 

City Beach],'  so we came to Perth to live in the house we 

bought and I went with my brother into a business. He had 

the knowledge and experience with Wesfarmers Tutt Bryants and 

a lot of earthmoving equipment. I had some money and I put 

it in and we developed what was called the WA Tractor 

Company. It was machinery hire, earthmoving equipment. I 

went with him for a while and one day I got a phone call from 

the secretary [of the] Country Party. He said, "Did you hear 

that George Cornell had had an accident and he's now dead?" 

I said, "No." He said, "Well, if you're interested - and 

it's too early yet, I know,"  he said, "but if you're 

interested there's an opportunity." I said, "All right." So 

I waited for the appropriate time, put an application in for 

preselection, which means I had to go up to the electorate, 

and they fixed a date f or the preselection and I won it by 

one vote. 

EH Who was your main opponent? 

McPHARLIN Fellow named Herbert, Ron Herbert; friend of 

mine, and anyway I got it, got preselection. Of course, 

whoever won it was. . . . it was a blue ribbon seat and so the 

election was conducted and I romped it in by an absolute 

majority and became a State member of Parliament. 

A further interview with Hon Ray NcPharlin held at his home on 
18 June, 1991. 

The village built in City Beach for the 1962 Commonwealth Games held in 
Perth which was sold for housing after the event. 
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EH Mr McPharlin, you wanted to make a couple of 

additions following our first interview. Could you tell me a 

little bit more about your move to Kalannie? 

McPHARLIN Yes, we moved from Barrumbinning, that's 

the name of the property we were on, and my father overlanded 

the horses and wagon and some machines from Barrumbinning to 

Kalannie, a distance of 270 miles. That trip took well over 

a week but he did it and the distance from Barrumbinning to 

the township of Williams was seventeen miles, and from there 

to Narrogin was another thirty-seven. 

One thing I would like to mention is that, while we were on 

the property there, we had a wonderful yellow kelpie dog 

called Nipper. She was highly intelligent, knew us all by 

name and used to occupy us for hours and hours during the 

day. We took her, of course, up to the farm where she was 

still our great pet. Unfortunately she picked up a bait that 

had been laid for foxes and she died. 

Now, on the farm, to establish the farming property at 

Kalannie, of course, it was unimproved, no clearing, and so 

we started by chopping down trees and rolling the scrub with 

boiler rollers and caterpillar tractors, but we lived in the 

end of a shed which had hessian walls and a tin roof, two 

rooms having boards, floorboards, the other two rooms just 

having the earth. Now, we tried to live there - well we did 

live there for a while, and then an auction came up in a town 

called Kuija eleven miles south, and we purchased a house 

which we had to dismantle, transport it up to the farm and 

then endeavour to rebuild it and, of course, that took a 

considerable time. But that's what we did and after we'd got 

it put together enough to live in we moved into that. 

In the meantime it was no life for a woman. Sister Nancy had 

moved to take up a nursing course at Royal Perth Hospital and 

we used to look after ourselves, do our own cooking and 

washing and housework and everything. And so we battled on 

there for years until hostilities broke out, the war, and 
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things were very bad. And so we were not making any money; 

we were not making money because there was no decent price 

for wheat. Somehow Father got hold of some sheep and we ran 

a few sheep which did help. We used to butcher them for meat 

and so on but there was no profit at all during that time, 

and so we battled on for years. 

Then one of the brothers decided it was no good to him, he 

was going to go and join an Army unit in Fremantle. Every 

year, of course, we used to play our sport, tennis in the 

wintertime, cricket in the summertime, and we always looked 

forward to going down to play country week cricket. We were 

all quite good at the sport and we took part in the 

competition. My brother was there; enjoyed himself; he 

joined the 3rd Heavy Brigade and was enjoying himself. And 

so the first year I didn't but the second year I thought, 

well, blow this, no life up here, I'll give it a try. So I 

went down, after a good year at country week, met the CO of 

the base and after some discussion about my performances he 

said, 'Yes, come on, we'll put you in." And so I joined the 

3rd Heavy Brigade mainly through my sport, and stayed there 

till 1938. I think I mentioned this last week about playing 

cricket. 

EH Mr McPharlin, your sister Nancy you said was 

doing most of the housework at Kalannie. Could you expand on 

that a little bit more, the role that she played on the farm? 

McPHARLIN Well, of course, there was all the washing to 

do and all the rooms to be kept clean and the cooking to be 

done, all of those normal housework things, and the washing 

of the sheets and pillowslips and all that. And she used to 

take part in community affairs when she could, all of those 

things. 

EH Was there a good water supply on the farm? 

McPHARLIN No, we had to cart our own water. We had to 

cart that about ten miles from the local dam. No, the water 

supply was not good, so that's the way we lived. 
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EH Were you still using horses up at Kalannie? 

McPHARLIN Now? 

EH No, no, 

Williams? 

McPHARLIN Oh, yes. 

Yes. Had nothing else. 

back then when you moved from 

Oh, yes. We used horses for years. 

EH Mr McPharlin, you wanted to change a date. 

McPHARLIN Yes. Well, it was my daughter Beverley. I 

mentioned last time her birthday was the second of the 

eighth, 1 48, where it's really the twenty- third of the 

eighth, '48. 

EH Thank you. A question I wanted to follow up 

from our last interview was one concerning your adjustment 

and the family's adjustment when you came back after the war. 

How did you feel seeing your child for the first time? 

McPHARLIN Well, there can be no other feeling like it 

when you're returning from active service to meet your 

family. There's nothing else like it. Daughter Glenda was 

with her mother and I got off on the Fremantle wharf and, of 

course, all the kissing and hugging took place, and we went 

home to our little place in Claremont where I mentioned 

before the wife and sister were running a little shop. We 

went home and we had a cup of tea and talk and my eldest 

daughter made a classic remark. She said, "You not going to 

bed with my Mummy!" [Laughs] That was her idea of things! 

Oh, we settled down after a few days, getting things 

organised and demobilisation. It all takes time. And then I 

decided that I would go into the shop with them and we'd run 

it together, which we did, and I obtained a vehicle to go 

into the markets to buy vegetables and.fruit and that sort of 

thing three days a week, which was a bit of a nuisance but 

still it had to be done. 
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We went along all right for a while, and then we decided we'd 

get into something a bit bigger so we sold the one shop and 

got another one, not far away, which was a bigger trading 

concern and went into that for about twelve months, two 

years. 

That went all right for a while and then Father was battling 

up on the farm and he came to see me about coming back on the 

farm, so I said, "I'll think about it." The eldest brother 

had gone back on the farm but Dad had employed two prisoners 

of war, Italians, who were good workers but he'd sooner us 

back there anyway. So I said, "All right, we'll get back," 

so we sold this other shop and went back on the farm and 

battled on there again. That was '48, I think. Things were 

still very tight. It never started to improve till about 

1952 or 1 3, things started to get a little better. It was 

slow but we stuck with it and eventually things did improve 

and we found after some years that we were doing quite well, 

which was a bonus, of course, after all those years of 

struggling. And so as things got better, of course, we 

obtained more and bought more land, grew more crop, bought 

more sheep and developed quite well. 

EH Just going back to your daughter, Glenda, did 

it take her very long to accept you into the family? 

McPHARLIN Oh, no. No, no, no. No, that was no time at 

all. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE TWO 
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TAPE TWO SIDE ONE 

EH Mr McPharlin you were a member of the 

Daiwallinu Shire Council from 1958 to 1964 and also President 

of the Rural Water Council of Western Australia in the 1960s. 

What was your contribution to both these areas? 

McPHARLIN The Rural Water Council is an organisation, 

voluntary organisation, with representatives from various 

parts of the State - representing other shire councils, 

Country Women's Association, and any organisation that was 

involved and interested and endeavouring to have water 

supplies extended to their area. That's what it was for and 

we used to meet regularly and we'd have frequent delegations 

to Perth and meet ministers, have ministers come up and meet 

us, and we kept this going for years and years. Eventually 

we did get the water supply to a number of the areas. We 

played our part in getting the water supply there, and that's 

what the work was all about and I was president of that I 

think six or eight years. So, we were very active. 

EH This was the scheme water? 

McPHARLIN We were aiming to have the scheme water come 

from Mundaring, which it eventually did. 

EH And the contribution that you made on the 

Daiwallinu Shire Council, what was your main work there? 

McPHARLIN My main work on the shire, of course, was 

collecting the rates, road works. . . .water supply again where 

dams that the shire had control of, of course was one of 

their responsibilities, and general administration so that 

money was spent in the most efficient way. And road signs, 

all those sorts of things, halls, all those local community 

facilities. 
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EH Yes. You were also Chairman of the West 

Australian Tractor Company from 1965 to 1968. What was your 

role with the company? 

McPHARLIN Well, that was a private company which a 

brother of mine wanted to get off the ground, and I went with 

him because I had a few pounds those days and put my money in 

and started this earthxnoving machinery hire company. And 

that was what it was about, it was machinery hire, 

earthmoving, and we contracted with BHB Engineering at 

Bassendean to provide us with tractor mounted mobile cranes, 

later tractor mounted mobile forklifts, and they did. We 

reckoned if we broke evens with our investments and sales in 

the first year we'd be doing well. We developed so well we 

were five times above our estimates. It went so well. We 

fortunately got into the 1960 development in the Pilbara and 

the north west, and it went from there on very well indeed, 

so much so that my brother decided it was going so well in 

Western Australia he had contacts in the east and would 

establish a company in every capital city. 

At about that time the word came through from the Country 

Party Secretary about the unfortunate death of George Cornell 

that I decided to have a go at politics, which I won, and I 

could not be a member of the tractor company and a member of 

Parliament. So I then had to withdraw from the tractor 

company. 

EH You had joined the Country Party in 1956. Had 

you been an active member of the Country Party for those 

years from 56 to 67? 

McPHARLIN Oh, yes. Oh, yes, I was an active member. 

Oh, various groups that I was involved in. I was President 

of the Kalannie branch I think for over twenty years. I 

formed the branch. I formed the Mt Marshall District Council 

because that was the electorate and carried on there for 

quite some time, and I was involved in the delegation to the 

State Executive Councils, the annual conference, all those 

things for many years. Yes. 
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EH Why did you join the Country Party? 

McPHARLIN Well, I was a farmer you see and it's only the 

Country Party really and truly does represent the farming 

community. It was a natural thing to do. The others say they do 

but they don't. It was just a natural thing for me to follow on. 

EH How did you family react when you told them that 

you were going to stand for the 1967 election? 

McPHARLIN Well, they were quite unsure about what was going 

to go on, not very familiar with politics. I actually wasn't too 

keen about it but after I won, got the salary, of course it all 

helps. Oh, they settled down all right. 

EH Were there any problems facing the Country Party 

at the end of the 1960s? 

McPHARLIN 1960s. Well, the same problem, of course: lack of 

certain facilities, like lack of water supply, prices for our 

produce, transport costs; all those things, they're always 

prevalent. 

EH So were these the main issues for the 1967 

election? 

McPHARLIN I think so, yes, they were the main issues. Oh, 

yes. Yes, they'd be the main issues. Water supply was the number 

one, of course. 

EH Campaigning for that election it was a big 

electorate to cover. Did you face any problems there? 

McPHARLIN Well, the time is a factor where you had so much 

travelling to do, but I had an excellent team that came in to 

help, voluntary, and there was no real problem. Handing out how-

to-vote cards or establishing your petitioners and so on, no 

trouble at all, they were good. 
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EH Do you remember your feelings when you found 

you'd won? 

McPHARLIN Yes I do. You feel, I suppose ecstatic's the 

word; that's the immediate reaction, that you are the one who 

got it. But I knew once I got preselection that it was 

foregone. So yes.... But then it takes a few days for it to 

sink in. You settle down, then you go and.... At the 

declaration of the poll, of course, you have the returning 

officer announce that and you get your money back. You have 

to pay $100 for an application, but you get your money back 

when you've won by a certain margin. Then go back and then 

you go [to a] party meeting at Parliament House where you go 

and meet the party and talk to those blokes you criticised. 

EH So your first party meeting, was this a 

Country Party meeting? 

McPHARLIN Yes, oh yes. 

EH So when did you have your first coalition 

meeting? 

McPHARLIN Well, they had those once a week. Every 

Tuesday morning there was a coalition party meeting. . . .sorry, 

the afternoon, we'd have ours in the morning and the 

coalition in the afternoon; Tuesday. No, wait on. .. . [pause] 

it's not right because well we sat on a Tuesday, Parliament 

sat on a Tuesday, so we'd have our party meeting on Monday 

afternoon and the joint party meeting Tuesday morning, that's 

right. 

EH What do you recollect of those first party 

meetings? 

McPHARLIN Well, the first thing of course is you're a 

new member, you're very, very cautious and you listen to what 

goes on. Various Bills, various legislation talked about, 

various motions and what the party decides to do, what action 
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they'll take on the floor of the House, and that's where 

you've got to be cautious. So that's the main thing. So 

that's where decisions are taken as to what action will be 

taken. 

EH Sir David Brand was Premier at the time. 

McPHARLIN Yes, he was Premier. 

EH Yes. How did he run these meetings? 

McPHARLIN Very well, very well. Oh, he ran it... .he was 

very good, yes. He was respected by everybody. Oh, yes, 

yes, he was good, and he listened, you see; he was always a 

good listener, which was good. 

EH And Sir Crawford Nalder was Deputy Premier? 

McPHARLIN Yes, Sir Crawford was Deputy Premier for some 

years and leader of the party, yes, Minister for Agriculture, 

oh yes, and he was a very, very good type too, very good, oh 

yes, very. .. .he'd listen. He was good. 

ER Mr McPharlin, your introduction into 

Parliament and your first maiden speech, how did you feel on 

that occasion? 

McPHARLIN Well, [laughs] when you know that you've got 

to give it, of course, once again the butterflies start but 

you sit down and go through what you think you want to say, 

write it out and have it typed and look at it, change it, and 

eventually you get to what you think's right and go and talk 

to your leader and go through it with the leader, and maybe 

some changes again, and one of the things you don't do in 

your maiden speech is adversely criticise either the 

Opposition or Government. So that was all right. And so I 

got it knocked into shape and when you get called, of course, 

[laughs] you're up on your feet and there's a dead silence. 

You're the peanut in the limelight. And away you go and give 
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it to the best of your ability and get through it, and a 

person giving a maiden speech always gets applause or 

encouragement, and it's a speech you never forget. [Laughs] 

Anyway I got through it and Hansard within an hour will give 

you what they call a green copy of your speech, which they 

did, and I got mine and you take it back to your office and 

go through it and then it's recorded in Hansard forever, 

kept. And there it is. But after your first speech it 

becomes a little easier and... .but I still think you've got 

to be there three years and make speeches before you become 

really familiar in making speeches, understand Standing 

Orders and the way the system works. Wonderful experience. 

EH This understanding how the system works, did 

you get any help when you first arrived? 

McPHARLIN Oh, the staff were excellent and party members 

and your leader, oh very good, very good, oh yes. Always 

willing to help, oh yes, very good. 

EH What about your first question time? 

McPHARLIN Well, question time comes around and if you 

have a matter you'd like to ask a question on, you write it 

out and you talk to your leader about it. He says, "No you 

can't do that" or "You can do that" or "Better to put it this 

way than that way" and so on, and that's when you get up and 

have a question. You get better at that as you go along. 

EH Mr McPharlin, going back to the electorate, 

how did you manage being in the city and also looking after 

your electorate? 

McPHARLIN Well, I put a sharefarmer on my property. I 

put a sharefarmer on and they ran the property wheatgrowing, 

sheep and so on, and I looked after my political 

responsibilities. 
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EH Did you have a home up in Kalannie? 

McPHARLIN Yes. 

EH And where was your main electoral2  office? 

McPHARLIN I didn't have one. My office was in 

Parliament House. I thought it better that way. I was going 

to put one in Wyalkatchem but wherever you put it, wouldn't 

be satisfactory. If you put it in Wyalkatchem it'd be the 

centre, but all on the western side wouldn't come back to 

Wyalkatchem, they'd go to Perth. So I didn't do anything. 

EH So what were the main conduits for 

communication with your electorate? 

McPHARLIN Oh, mainly it was telephone and letter 

writing, oh yes. 

EH And what sort of problems did your members 

bring to you? 

McPHARLIN Well, there were always problems with 

hospitals, dealing with hospital boards, with shire councils, 

always problems. Again roads, you see, with the shire 

councils; money, of course; water supplies, of course; all of 

those things, they were part of it. 

EH What were your impressions of the Opposition 

in the 1967 Parliament? 

McPHARLIN Well, my impressions were mixed. Some of them 

were arrogant, offensive and abusive at times, which was 

unnecessary. 

EH Anyone in particular? 

2Electorate office. 
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McPHARLIN Pardon? 

EH Any person in particular? 

McPHARLIN Well, one was Herb Graham, he was quite nasty 

at times. Another one was [Cohn] Jamieson. Unfortunately 

they're both dead now, but they were offensive at times. 

Others not too bad in the early part, not too bad. But 

perhaps I could tell you more of later Opposition. 

EH Good, we'll get on to that in the 1970s. And 

the direction of the Brand-Nalder Government, what was that 

taking in these years? 

McPHARLIN Oh, the direction was going quite well. Then, 

of course, every year there was a trip to Canberra to the 

Premiers' Conference to get money and never got enough, the 

same old story. Sir David and Crawford used to go over to 

that but always came back with less than what they wanted and 

so on. But the progress was good and then David decided to 

retire which he did and Sir Charles Court took his place. 

Now, Sir Charles; different type of person to Brand and 

became quite, what should I say? Quite [pause] not arrogant 

[pause] but pushing, pushing for things to be done quicker. 

He wanted more done quickly and became impatient with 

Canberra and so on and that was the way he was. 

EH What effect did this change in leadership have 

on the Country Party? 

McPHARLIN Well, the Country Party became very cautious 

of Sir Charles Court. He wasn't the same type of man to get 

on with and Crawford Nalder knew that (he was still our 

leader) and so we went along cautiously and it seemed to work 

all right, and we went on and went to the '70. . . .no, that was 

before '70. [Let] me get my dates right. We went on to the 

1 71 election and unfortunately we lost by one seat. Tonkin 

had become the Leader of the Opposition and he governed for 
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the next three years with a majority of one and, of course, 

we made it as difficult as we could for him. [laughs] But 

we went through and the two parties, coalition parties, 

didn't work together as well in Opposition as we should've 

done, and so anyway. 

EH Why was that, Mr McPharlin? What was the 

cause of this not working well? 

McPHARLIN Well, a lot of our chaps believed we did not 

need to go into coalition in Opposition. I thought we 

should. Anyway, that's the way it was. And so we went on 

our way through and got through that period of time. There 

were some very controversial pieces of legislation put 

forward, of course, by the Government. 

EH What were some of these? 

McPHARLIN Well, one of them in particular was the 

amendment to the Workers' Compensation Act, and that would've 

given the trade unions so much power that employees wouldn't 

matter any more, they couldn't do anything and, of course, we 

wouldn't have that. We still had, thank goodness, a majority 

in the upper House and thank God we did because that was a 

dreadful piece of legislation, but thinking of the Labor 

Party. Anyhow, that was the main one that I remember. There 

were some minor ones but that one in particular. But, 

anyhow, we worked along and came to the 1 74 election. 

Now, in the meantime our party leadership changed whereby 

Edgar Lewis was our deputy leader and Edgar decided he would 

stand down and there needed to be an election for a deputy 

leader. That was about 1 73. And so that took place and I 

nominated and I won the deputy leadership of the party, so I 

went into that, worked with Crawford. Later he decided that 

he would stand down and that took place, and as deputy, of 

course, I was in the running. It came about that I became 

the leader of the party, '73. An election, '74 election was, 

as I recall, February '74 and we had the election and 
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fortunately we won it, the coalition won the election. So we 

came back into Government, Charlie Court as Premier and me as 

Deputy Premier. 

Now, before that takes place, of course, after the poll was 

declared the parties meet, parties decide on what portfolios 

they want and we listed what we wanted. We wanted three and 

usual procedure, wanted agriculture, local government and 

health because they applied to the country anyway. So I was 

given the job of seeing Charlie Court and negotiating for 

those portfolios. He was very reluctant about agriculture 

because they wanted it and I had to stand up to him on that 

one! 

EH How difficult was that? 

McPHARLIN It was difficult and I said, "Well, look, if 

you're not going to agree to that I'm going back to the 

party, because we want that." He was all right on health and 

local government. So I went back to the party and I told 

them and they said, "We're not going to shift on it. You've 

got our full backing. If he doesn't like it we won't go into 

coalition." Right, so back I went and I told him. He 

couldn't do anything else. He had to agree, so I got 

agriculture and then he agreed to the others - you know, 

after some argument. It took two days for that negotiation 

to take place. 

EH What was his argument for not giving the 

agriculture portfolio to you? 

McPHARLIN I think he always had the idea that he wanted 

agriculture in the Liberal Party, just one of those things. 

He had something about it that he wanted and that was it. 

Anyway, we got it and we went along on that and did the TV 

interviews and all that sort of stuff, and went on and went 

on and settled down after a while, but it takes time, of 

course. 
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EH The 1974 election, you were teamed up with the 

DLP and the name of the Country Party was changed. What 

effect did this have? 

McPHARLIN That was later. The DLP felt that they were 

right out and they asked to see us. We put a delegation 

together to meet their delegation and talk about it with no 

commitment. And so we met several times and they put their 

story forward that all of their members would support an 

agreement with us and then the name came up. What do we call 

it? We wanted Country Party and they were reluctant about 

that one, they didn't want it, and we did. "The Country 

Party has been here a long time," and all this. Fair enough, 

we should have it. Anyway, as it went on, some of our 

fellows were reluctant to even let them join with us. 

EH Who were you negotiating with in the DLP? 

McPHARLIN Jack Kane I think his name was, also Milne, a 

fellow named Mime, two of them, and a Senator - who the 

devil was he? Senator somebody or other. There were three 

of them I recall, Senator.. . .not Kane. 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE ONE 
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TAPE TWO SIDE TWO 

McPHARLIN And after lengthy discussions we thought if we 

could have a name that embraced both, that we might agree to 

it. So we thought of various names and one that was put 

forward was the National Party which would mean both parties 

on a national basis. Some of our fellows wouldn't have it 

and after lengthy discussion eventually it was agreed that we 

would go for the name of National Party, with a few reluctant 

to be in it and so at a prolonged meeting we said all right, 

and that was when we took it so that's what the name became. 

EH Were there many members of the Country Party 

reluctant to negotiate with the DLP? 

McPHARLIN Yes, quite a few were reluctant. Before 

finally deciding on the National Party they expressed their 

views that we should call it the Country Party with a 

subtitle National Party. That probably would have satisfied 

more but it wasn't agreed to and as I said just now it came 

out eventually as the National Party. 

EH Do you think this affected the 1974 election? 

McPHARLIN Well, the DLP said to us, that's the 

delegation, "Now that we've agreed on it all of our people 

will give support." And we thought, well, that sounds good 

especially in some country seats, it's pretty good, and so we 

went to the election but that didn't happen, they did not 

keep their word. They voted the way they wanted to vote and 

the results proved that as the Deputy Leader of the Country 

Party, Bill Young, lost his seat because they did not adhere 

to what they told us they would do. That was unfortunate but 

that's what happened. Yes. 

EH Did this cause much discontent after the 

election results? 
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McPHARLIN Oh, yes, yes. There was so much discontent 

that we decided at the parliamentary level we would drop the 

name - wait on - we would.. .. [traffic noise] we would adhere 

to the name Country Party. Now, [pause] one or two as a 

matter of fact decided to call themselves Country Party only 

and stuck with that. They wouldn't mention the National 

Party and they did that. Anyhow, we went along. 

Now, the deputy leader of our party was Matt Stephens. Now, 

Matt Stephens, when I went for the leadership of the party 

said, "I'll support you as leader." I said, "Good." Now, as 

we drifted along, as we went along, he has some peculiar 

attitudes. He should never have been a member of the Country 

Party. He was too devious; he sided with the Labor Party on 

so many issues that he should've been a member. 

EH What issues did he side with the Labor Party 

on? 

McPHARLIN Well, legislation coming through on the floor 

of the House. If Stephens saw something that he liked he 

would vote with them and not with us. He was devious and not 

playing the game at all. It was wrong and I argued with him 

so often. No, he used to take a pride in crossing the floor 

and so much so he influenced Hendy Cowan who was a member, 

and it got so bad you couldn't trust either of them. They 

were not to be trusted and I couldn't trust them, and so it 

went on this way. You know, here's a member of your party 

[who] would not agree to what we have agreed to as a party. 

On the floor of the House he would vote with the Labor Party 

and that got very serious and it got worse, because after a 

while Stephens used to come to me. He'd say, "Ray, I don't 

think we ought to go along with the coalition." He said, "We 

can't work with them." I said, "Why?" He said, "A lot of 

the things we don't agree with." "Well, mate," I said, 

"there's a lot of things we agree with more with them than we 

do with the Labor Party." "Oh, I think we ought to break the 

coalition." I said, "No way. As long as I'm leader of the 

Country Party I don't want to see the coalition broken." 
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EH What sort of things did he disagree with the 

Liberals about? 

McPHARLIN Well, when you looked as I mentioned at the 

Workers Compensation Act, certain aspects of that, for 

instance, he would go along with which we wouldn't. That's 

one of the pieces of legislation and there are numerous 

others that he. . . . this kink that he had, this silly, 

ridiculous attitude where he believed crossing the floor was 

the big thing to do, that he achieved something by doing it, 

that he had this right, and it was so silly, so wrong of him 

to do this. He boasted at one time that he'd crossed the 

floor more times than any other member and I told him he was 

devious, he was wrong, he shouldn't be doing it. But that's 

the way he was and he went on this way and I argued with him 

time and time again. Cowan came in on his side and I had a 

fight with them all. No way can you go on like this, it's 

just ridiculous and so it got worse. It was difficult, very 

difficult for me as leader. 

EH What happened then in 1975 when three of you 

left the coalition? 

NcPHARLIN Well, that's what I'm leading up to. It was 

through Stephens. He was on my back the whole time and had 

Cowan following him. It came to a point where I thought, 

well, good God, something's got to happen. You can't go on; 

that this, what you want, or what Stephens wants, can't go 

on. I mean, if we break the coalition there's no future for 

us anyway. "Oh," he said, "I think there is.' I said, 

"Don't be so silly. There's not. The Liberals are the 

stronger party, they've got more members than we've got. How 

can we do anything without we've got numbers?" and he 

wouldn't listen, he wouldn't have it. So we went on and 

without telling me he put his resignation into Cabinet and 

never told me, never told me and I thought, what the hell's 

going on? And so it was very, very difficult, very 

difficult. I just couldn't work it out. 
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Norm Baxter was the other Minister. Norm didn't want to 

break coalition. It was the.. . .and so there it was. So I 

thought the best thing I could do was let him go and get one 

of our other members to take on the portfolio. Anyhow, it 

transpired that I didn't do that - which I should've done. 

We'd have put Dick Old in but we didn't, I didn't do that and 

I thought about it and I decided then I'd put my resignation 

in. Now, I shouldn't have done it but that's what I did. I 

should've held. 

Anyway, I put it in and I held it. I put it in and of course 

that started different things going. Then we had to have 

meetings, of course, various meetings to see what would 

transpire. But it was his constant nagging, nagging the 

whole time that caused it and I said to Court, "I'm prepared 

to withdraw my resignation, withdraw it and go back to what 

we were," and as I recall it Stephens did too, yes, but Court 

didn't accept it, he didn't accept it and there it was, and 

Court wouldn't accept it. Baxter said he would too. He did 

too, you know, and he decided he'd retire, withdraw his as 

well, and so that's the way it went. We didn't have the 

withdrawals accepted by Court and that's the way it 

developed. 

EH Did this give the Liberal Party the upper 

hand? 

McPHARLIN Well, it gave them the opportunity to put 

their own men in which didn't give us any portfolios at all, 

and that's the way it developed. Now, had Court been the man 

he should have been, he would have taken our withdrawals and 

we'd have carried on as before but he didn't do that, he 

didn't do that, so that's the way it went. 

EH What was the reaction from the Country Party 

in the eastern States? 

McPHARLIN Well, the leaders over there, they were very, 

very concerned about the whole thing, very concerned and not 
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happy at all, not happy at all. So that's the way things 

went at the time but it showed, it showed the type of man 

Court was. Now, there were reasons behind our resignations 

and they were there. 

Should we knock it off now? 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE TWO 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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TAPE ONE SIDE ONE 

EH On this tape we will continue Mr McPharlin's 

career in Parliament after 1974. But first it would be 

interesting to talk a little about yourself, Mrs McPharlin; 

your own background and the perspective you had, particularly 

on the parliamentary periods of the 1970s and early 1980s. 

So to start with, I'd like to just record your name, your 

maiden name, where you were born and in what year. 

McPHARLIN I was Rona Edith Rummer. I was born in East 

Fremantle on the 15th of December 1917 to Florence Matilda 

Lane and George Richard Rummer at East Fremantle, 21 Gill 

Street, East Fremantle. 

EH Thank you. And how many children in the 

family? 

McPHARLIN My mother had eleven and I was the youngest. 

EH The youngest of eleven. What did your parents 

do? What was their occupation? 

McPHARLIN Well, I'm not quite sure. My father worked in 

Sandovers in Perth. He had an accident in the lift and 

became crippled for quite a while, so therefore I think he 

just lived on a pension, and when I was twelve he died of 

cancer. 

EH Right. 

McPHARLIN So my mother was only in her fifties and she 

had about four children still to rear. And my brother, one 

of my eldest brothers looked after us and helped us and my 

mother got the pension. I went to school at Richmond State 
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School in the early part, then later on I went to Princess 

May Girls in Fremantle. After I left school it was pretty 

hard to find jobs and I finished up getting a job at 

Woolworths and I worked there for eight years until I was 

married. 

EH Right. Thank you. Mrs McPharlin, we 

discussed with Mr McPharlin his wartime career and his 

experiences. You both married in 1942 in Fremantle. What 

were your experiences back here in Western Australia during 

the war? 

McPHARLIN When he left to go to the war I was having a 

baby, so therefore. . . . [tape break]. [Where did] I get to? 

Having a baby. I was having a baby which wasn't very nice 

because he was going away. When I did have the baby I had a 

very hard time in hospital; I was there for a whole month and 

had a lot of trouble. But the worst part was not having him 

to come in and see the baby and I had to wait till after the 

war years. It was a worry all the time he was away at the 

war, worrying all the time whether he would ever come back, 

and to bring up my child on my own. My sister's husband was 

in Germany in a prison camp and we both decided to live 

together. We purchased a business in Rockton Road, Claremont 

and ran this business together all the time they were away at 

the war. 

EH What was the business? 

McPHARLIN The business was a delicatessen. We 

thoroughly enjoyed doing it because we met a lot of 

customers, and there were lots of things going on. We used 

to make our ice blocks and we'd do everything - had 

lunches. . . .you couldn't get tea and you couldn't get butter 

and you had to have coupons for all these things. We had a 

lot of people that didn't want the coupons because they 

didn't need them and they used to give them to us so we could 

purchase more tea and more butter to help the needy that 

really wanted it with big families. We thoroughly enjoyed 

A 
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the business and then my sister's husband, who was a prisoner 

of war, was returned earlier, so therefore he came home and 

he helped in the shop as well, and my daughter was then six 

months old so he was an asset to us. He could help us while 

we still ran the business. 

Then, later on, when my husband returned, we bought another 

business in Princess Road, Claremont, near the training 

college and we had a very busy business there where we had 

all the trainee teachers come in for lunch, and we had plenty 

of time and we were very, very busy but we enjoyed it, and we 

met lots and lots of lovely people. 

Then Ray came home from the war and he decided, well, he 

would work with us till he knew what was happening. First of 

all he had a pushbike and we used to put all the groceries 

[on] and he used to deliver around the district on his 

pushbike to all these people. Later on he purchased a Chev 

utility, an Army reject or one of those, and he used to 

deliver all these goods around. We kept this business going 

for quite a while and then we decided on selling. I met a 

man that was a customer and he said, "Oh, send him down to 

Ford Motor in Buckland Hill" it was called then and he said, 

"I'll give him a job." So Ray went down to Buckland Hill to 

the Ford place and got a job, but he didn't like it; it 

wasn't for him just working in a factory and passing out all 

these things. 

Then we went to live with my mother in East Fremantle when we 

sold the business and he used to ride his pushbike to Ford's 

every morning until he finished. Then, later on, we knew 

somebody else that talked him into going into insurance and 

he did a very good job in the insurance and worked his inside 

out till he reached superintendent. We had a house in 

Attadale where we lived and he worked from there. Then he 

decided he should go back on the farm. 
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EM Right. So, going back to the farm, was it to 

Dalwallinu that you then went? 

McPHARLIN Kalannie. 

EM To Kalannie, right, to Mr McPharlin's original 

farm? 

McPHARLIN To the original farm where his father had had 

Italian prisoners of war working for him while the boys were 

away. 

EM When did you establish your own farm at 

Daiwallinu then? 

McPHARLIN Well, it was the family farm. I've got all 

that detail there. In the 1950s we decided to go back to the 

farm, or Ray did, I should have said. Ray decided to go back 

to the farm and I didn't mind because I wanted to live in the 

country. I'd always had an inkling for the country. But 

when we went to the farm we had no house, so the first thing 

we had to do was, [Ray's] father purchased a house in Kulja 

and Ray dismantled it and brought it back to Kalannie, and 

with the help of my brother-in-law they erected the house at 

Kalannie so that I could come up with two children and live 

with him. 

The house wasn't very nice. It wasn't lined, had no doors, 

it had no windows and we had bags at the windows that I can 

remember. One of my daughters was only one year old and she 

used to fall out of the doors all the time. We had a real 

hard time but I didn't mind it. It was much better living 

like that than not having him home at all, because after the 

years away at the war I was only too happy to have him with 

me. So we struggled on. His father was a very hardworking 

man and pushed him so hard to work on the farm and do all 

these jobs that we just didn't get much time to fix the house 

up. Later on, we got some English people who were over in 

Daiwallinu to come out and help to remodel the house and they 
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added some rooms and did the windows and lined it, and we 

managed then to have something to live in and bring up our 

children. It was very hard. We didn't have water on the farm. 

We had to cart water from Kulja and that was the only water we 

had to bath, drink, and do everything that we needed. I had an 

old drum that used to sit out on the backyard where I would 

boil up my clothes and do the washing, and many times I would 

drop them in the dirt and have to do them again. 

All the men, the people that worked for us, many a-times I had 

fourteen to cook for while the shearers were there and the 

people that were necessary when we were doing the shearing, 

and they had to come home and use our bathroom. We didn't have 

a bathroom so [Ray's] father put a tent up with a bath in it 

and it used to cause a lot of laughs, because you could see 

shadows in the tent, but we all managed, even shearers and 

people that worked for us all managed to use the tent. We used 

to boil all the hot water up in the old copper in the drum in 

the backyard. Then we didn't have lights. We only had Tilley 

lanterns that we had to use and that was for lights. For the 

irons we had old Mrs Potts that we used to put on the fire. 

Fortunately I had a wood fire which I could use and do all the 

cooking on. I never had a fridge to start with. I used to have 

just a safe where we used to pour water over it to keep the 

food right. I can always remember Ray saying, "That's 

nothing", he used to just pour the melted butter on his bread. 

EH [Laughs] 

McPHARLIN He talked of the hard times when all they had 

on the farm was boiled wheat and treacle which they used to 

eat. 

EH Mrs McPharlin, I'd like to just ask you a 

couple more questions about the farm. First, the numbers of 

people that you had living on the farm at various times. 
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McPHARLIN Well, we had an old shed where the shearers 

used to live, and we still had a caravan too [that] we used 

to put some men up in. At shearing time it was a big event 

because there was around about fourteen to cook for, I had 

help with my sister-in-law with the meals. [Pause] We also 

had school teachers living with us. 

EM Whereabouts did they teach? 

McPHARLIN They taught in the school in Kalannie. 

EM And were your own children going in to the 

school at this stage? 

McPHARLIN Yes. I had two daughters, they were going to 

school, and I found, even though we had a lovely school 

teacher living with us we found that they were much harder on 

our children because at home they'd say, "Miss Farrant, Miss 

Farrant," and, you know, thought they had to talk that way 

and I felt that the teachers were much harder on my children. 

EM Yes. The other question I wanted to ask you 

was, the sharing of the farm with Mr McPharlin's brother Tom, 

what happened to Tom? 

McPHARLIN Well, Ray was in Perth at the time we were 

deciding that we may come and live in the city, and we got 

word to say that Tom had been drowned in the well. Tom had 

taken a motor down the well to pump the water out. Ray 

wasn't there. Ray usually used to be there because he was 

the tallest and biggest and he used to put Tom down because 

he was such a small man, but the share farmer was there 

instead and Tom came up, after pumping some of the water up 

with the motor he came up to have morning tea and when he was 

going back the fumes from the motor had affected him and he 

collapsed and was drowned in the well. 
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EH Did you and Mr McPharlin then run the
 farm on 

your own, and continue to develop the 
farm at Kalaniie? 

McPHARLI Yes. After Tom was killed in the well w
e 

decided to stop on and look after th
e farm and this is what 

we did. We worked the farm ourselves,
 but we found it Orettv 

hard because we had to pay two brothe
rs and a sister and the 

widow, we had to pay money out to purc
hase the farm ourselves 

and we found that we were in debt for 
f40 000 which was a lot 

of money in those days, so we struggl
ed on and ran :ha: farm 

and had to pay back all the debt, w
hich was a hard tussle 

because we had Glenda at the age of 
going away. She had to 

come to the city to school which
 was an exoense, but 

fortunately the children were round a
bout five years between 

each other so I only had one away a
t a time, but we found 

that it was very hard and we managed
 anyway to go ahead and 

be able to pay the farm off and own it
 ourselves. 

EH And the houses that you built on :he farm, 

could you just describe those? 

McPHARLIN Well, yes. We had the old house that he 

dismantled in Kuija and brought ba
ck and rebuilc, and we 

spent a lot of money doing that uo. It was a big bungalow 

type of house and we added to it and
 made it a much better 

living house than we started off with
. Years later / I was 

in Perth at the time and I was not v
ery well and had bowel 

trouble, and came down to see a sp
ecialist and thought I 

might have had cancer of the bowel bu
t fortunately it wasn't 

and I was lucky to get away with th
at. My daughter Glenda 

and her husband were on the farm an
d Glenda rang from the 

country to ask me how I got on with
 the doctors. In the 

middle of her conversation she said, 
'Oh, Mum, your house is 

on fire" and dropped the phone. Well
, you can imacine how I 

felt down here in the city, just been
 to the specialist, so I 

rushed in, got on to the Parliament 
and got through somehow 

to be able to talk to Ray. Parliamen
t was sitting but they 

managed to be able to get him out and
 I had to explain to him 

our house was burnt down. So Ray got out of "Parliament 
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quickly, came home, we loaded our car with everything we could 

think of - food, everything, and took off to the country. We got 

there around about midnight and the house, everything had gone. 

Fortunately Glenda was living in the other house on the farm, so 

we all dossed in there for the night. It was a horrible feeling. 

I had one beautiful piano that was burnt to the ground. 

Everything was just in cinders. The people, a lot of people in 

Kalannie were very good to us, especially the Mebbins that had 

the shop in town. They came out and brought all clothing etc. 

Ian, my son, was on the farm at the time and he was working, 

lecturing at Muresk College and he had all his exam papers. He 

was taking a load of wheat to Kalannie and when he got into 

Kalannie they said, "Quick! Go home, your house is on fire," so 

Ian came back but it was all over. I found that Ian only had 

what he was standing up in and lost a lot of the papers that he 

had marked. 

EH Mrs McPharlin, you said there was a second fire. 

McPHARLIN Well, after we'd had the house burnt down there 

was somebody in Kalannie that was doing a portable house and 

they didn't want to go on with it, so they asked us would we 

like to take it over. So Mr Mac said yes and we took over their 

house and had that built in place of the house we'd lost, and 

that was a beautiful, beautiful big home. We got together and 

we furnished it and we made it look really attractive, and did 

everything we could do for a new home. I had new furniture 

that I'd ordered. Some was brand new and I brought it into the 

house and hadn't yet paid for that because I had a month and we 

were just going away to Queensland on a holiday. I also had a 

lot of the furniture that Parrys in Perth were making and hadn't 

quite finished when we went away. We went over to Queensland - 

Ray went on a bowling tour - and going over to Queensland I lost 

my case in Brisbane and when we got to the Gold Coast I didn't 

have any clothes. We got to the Gold Coast, we bought all the 

food we wanted too, and put into our unit where we were going 
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to stay. Then we got word that the police wer
e looking for 

us; our house had been burnt down, o
ur brand new one on the 

farm. So we had to get back to Perth
 as quickly as possible 

and we got back to Brisbane and got
 a plane back to Perth. 

But the funny thing [was], while we 
were in Brisbane at the 

airport and I was howling my eyes
 out, all upset about 

everything, the first person we shou
ld meet was Sir Charles 

Court and we told him the news. He 
was very upset and said 

anything he could do to help us [he w
ould], but we managed to 

get home [pause]. So we lost everything. Most of it was 

brand new. I had about twelve or fou
rteen paintings that I'd 

done which I lost. We talked to Parrys and Parrys sai
d, 

"Don't worry about your furniture. 
We can resell it, " so 

they did. We didn't build another 
house on the farm. But 

later on. .. . our next door neighbour was
 selling the property 

so I talked him into buying that sec
tion of the farm [which 

had an old big bungalow house], and 
he sold the north of our 

farm to pay for the block he'd boug
ht, so that is the old 

homestead we have still got on the fa
rm and we still use. 

EH Mrs McPharlin, I would now like to 
get onto 

the political area and go back t
o round 1967 when Mr 

McPharlin first entered politics,
 and ask you what your 

reaction was to him first saying he
 was going to stand for 

Parliament. How did you feel about it
? 

McPHARLIN I was very, very happy on the farm an
d I never 

wanted, ever, him to go into politics.
 He was a very busy man. 

He was president of so many things an
d he was a capable and a 

marvellous speaker, and people were
 all the time saying he 

wasn't a farmer, he should be in p
olitics. One of the 

politicians from Wongan Hills, Mr Ac
kland, used to be always 

on Ray's back to go into politics a
nd I used to argue with 

him and I never wanted him to go in
to politics. Mr Ackland 

died suddenly at a function and I
 felt a bit awful. I 

thought, well, you know, he was the
 man that wanted Ray to 

follow him into politics and I was 
against it. I was still 

against it and I never ever wante
d him [to] and then it 

happened, George Cornell was the memb
er of Parliament for our 
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district and Ray was president of the Kalannie branch of the 

Country Party. He always had these politicians up because he 

wanted an interesting meeting so he could teach the people of 

the country what help we could get from our politicians. 

These people came to all his meetings and Ray was wrapped up 

in the Country Party in the executive part and all these 

different things. At the time his brother had a WA tractor 

company and Ray [financially assisted in starting] it off for 

him and was helping him in Perth. The secretary of the 

Country Party, his name was Mr Brandish, I think, at that 

time rang him and said to Ray, "Do you know the news that 

George Cornell has been killed?" He could never drive a car 

because he was so big and he was doing something to the car 

here in Scarborough, up in his unit in Scarborough and the 

car ran over him and killed him. He said, "We think that you 

should go for it." So the next thing we had to wait and Ray 

went for it, [but] I was still against him going into 

politics. I was happy on the farm and I thought it was the 

best life we could live because we enjoyed being on the farm. 

You were in sporting bodies, you were in everything - the 

CWA. 

EH I should ask you the organisation that you 

belonged to yourself. 

McPHARLIN Well, I used to help at everything he was in 

but mainly the CWA and then later on in the Country Party I 

helped to organise things for that. 

EH What sort of things did you organise? 

McPHARLIN Well, we used to have meetings and there were 

all the meals and all the afternoon tea and all the morning 

tea, and helping with the elections and out campaigning. 

EH You used to campaign with... 

McPHARLIN Help with him. 
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EH Yes. What did this involve, Mrs McPharlin? 

McPHARLIN Well, he used to organise meetings in every 

country town and then used to go to them and I think I helped 

by talking to the people and explaining and different things, 

and I knew that if he did go into politics he'd do a good 

job. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE ONE 
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TAPE ONE SIDE TWO 

EH Mrs McPharlin, what sort of issues did you talk 

about that concerned country people when you were campaigning at 

this time? 

McPHARLIN Well, I always went with Ray. . . .1 didn't go out 

campaigning myself but I could talk to the people in the 

meetings and the functions we had, and I knew all the things 

that we needed ourselves in the country and the main things were 

water; we had to cart water, we didn't have water. We didn't 

have lights; we had to use Tilley lamps and then later on you 

could get your own plant and have 240 power with your own plant. 

We didn't have phones and we had to put in lines ourselves 

across our farm, and all these things were what the people in 

the country wanted and that's what Ray did and got for them 

while he was in Parliament. 

ER Yes. So this first election that you campaigned, 

1967, what was everyone's reaction when he was elected to 

Parliament? How did you feel then? 

McPHARLIN [Pause] Once he was elected I was happy to go 

along with him, but I still didn't like politics. But as a loyal 

wife I worked with him in every angle to help. It used to upset 

me if you heard people talking and running him down because I 

couldn't stand that, and I found in politics you have a 

different life. You have different hours to being on a farm and 

I found that your life changed completely, and your family did 

because he had to be away and you missed a lot of each other for 

the political career, because [at] times he had to go out in the 

country without me because I still had children. Ian was only 

young but he finished up in Hale School as a boarder, so I was 

able to go with Ray into a lot of things but it took a while to 

settle in. I feel that people liked him but the worst part was 

you were only there for three years, then you had to fight 

another election. 
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EH Did you maintain a home in Perth as well as 

Kalannie? 

McPHARLIN Yes, we had a home. . . .we bought a Games 

Village home in City Beach, one up here on the hill, and we 

used to use that to come down to while he was in Parliament. 

EH Mrs McPharlin, we finished the interview with 

Mr McPharlin about the time of his resignation from the 

coalition in 1974, and at the time that Mr Old took over as 

leader of the National Country Party. Mr McPharlin was 

leader of the Country Party in 1973 and 1974 and he spoke of 

the turbulence in forming the National Alliance Party and the 

National Country Party. I'd like to ask you first about his 

leadership of the Country Party. How did that come about and 

how did he appreciate his role as the leader? 

McPHARLIN When he took over as leader of the Country 

Party, Crawford Nalder had stepped down and Ray took over the 

leadership. I think he was the logical man and he was one of 

the best to lead a party because of his ability. [Tape 

break] He was leader of the Country Party. The worst part 

was, I think it was eight politicians of the Country Party 

had retired all at once which left him with mainly only a few 

old Country Party people. One was Baxter that I can remember 

and the other was Mick Gayfer. I can't remember the other 

ones, but all the others were new and hadn't been there very 

long and it was very hard for Ray to be able to put any of 

them in as Ministers because they hadn't been in Parliament 

long enough and, as he always stated, to be a Minister of the 

Crown you at least needed three years in the Parliament 

before you could really accept that [responsibility] (he 

wasn't one till after he'd been in at least three years) . It 

was hard for Ray because he had to work with Charlie Court. 

David Brand was a different sort of a man for Ray to work 

with, but he managed to have David Brand for part of his time 

and then it was Charlie Court. He had to find three 

Ministers. He didn't know which way to go: there was 

himself, because he'd been in long enough; there was Mick 
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Gayfer who wouldn't accept being a Minister, and there was 

Matt Stephens which he didn't really want as a Minister 

because Matt wasn't very nice in his political career; and 

then there was Baxter, and Charlie Court wasn't happy at 

having those, either Baxter or. 

EH Matt Stephens. 

McPHARLIN [Matt] Stephens, but there was no other way 

because Mick Gayfer would not accept being a Minister because 

he was then chairman of CBH and he didn't want to give CBH 

away to be Minister. So it was so hard for Ray trying to 

have all new people and there was no way he could have Dick 

Old or any of those because they'd just come in. So he had 

to manage best he could which was pretty hard and, of course, 

Ray wanted to be Agriculture Minister because he believed 

that was the right portfolio for him. Charlie didn't want to 

give it to them but they really fought till they got that, so 

they had the Agriculture Minister. And Matt 

Stephens. . . .Charlie wasn't happy about having him as a 

Minister in his crown. I think Matt was Minister for Justice 

and I can't really remember what ministerial part Baxter 

took; I think it was Health. So Ray only had those people 

and the turbulence started with Matt Stephens and one of the 

new members, Hendy Cowan, and of course they started and it 

kept going and going and going until all this happened, and 

then it was on the dairy Bill that Charlie wouldn't agree on. 

EH What was... 

McPHARLIN That is in there. [Tape break] . [See 

attached notes written by Mr McPharlin.] 

EH Mrs McPharlin, what were the issues that the 

parties fell out on? 

McPHARLIN Well, Charlie Court wouldn't agree to the 

negotiability of milk quotas and it was also the Lamb 

Marketing Board, because the Liberal Party didn't believe in 

orderly marketing. 



MRS McPHARLIN 53 

ER I should say at this stage too, Mrs McPharlin, 

we will attach Mr McPharlin's papers that he wrote in 1975 

concerning these issues, we will attach that record with this 

record and that will fill out what he thought at the time of 

the split over these issues.1  

Mrs McPharlin, it must have been over these issues that Mr 

McPharlin then felt that he had to withdraw from the 

coalition. Is that right? 

McPHARLIN Well, I can remember attending meetings of the 

Country Party where they insisted that he went to Charlie 

Court and say that they wouldn't agree with what Charlie 

wanted them to do and therefore they would have to break the 

coalition. They were all adamant and pushed and made 

him. . . . they even said they would go to Charlie to do it and 

Ray, because he had his high principles, did what the party 

wanted him to. I don't think he should've resigned but the 

party wanted him to break the coalition so he did what they 

wanted him to do. 

ER Did this mean that he then sat on the cross-

benches? 

McPHARLIN Yes. 

EH Who else did he sit there with? 

McPHARLIN I can't remember who else he sat with. I 

think Matt Stephens might have been out too, but I thought he 

was such a brave person and he stood up to this and lost all 

the things he lost to sit back on the back bench, but he took 

it as a man and took it in his brave way he always did and 

managed. . . .1 know that it upset him greatly to have to do 

this and I think this upset him more than anything I knew in 

his life. 

1See attached pp i I -. 
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EH Later in the 1970s, round 1978, several 

members including Mr McPharlin joined the National Party. 

What was behind this change from the National Country Party 

to the National Party? 

McPHARLIN Well, Ray being leader he tried and tried and 

did his utmost to keep the party together. After the split 

he was pushed into by his electorate. . . .1 think Cowan and 

Stephens had got to the people in the electorate and pushed 

which made Ray join with them. But while he was still in the 

National Party he wasn't allowed to be leader because Matt 

Stephens wanted Hendy Cowan as leader and him as deputy, so 

Ray was never allowed to be leader in that party because 

that's what they wanted, but he did try to get Gayfer, Old, 

Dick Old, Bert Crane, Peter Jones, and no way would they come 

back and join the party while Matt Stephens and Hendy Cowan 

remained. They would not come back. They would for Ray, but 

not while those two were in it, and they were much happier 

working with the Liberals in the coalition because I feel, 

and still feel, Dick Old and Peter Jones were Liberals just 

running in the Country Party, because they supported the 

Liberal Party more than they did the Country [Party] 

EH What was the relationship between Mr Old and 

Mr McPharlin in these years? 

McPHARLIN There was friction and I felt when Dick Old 

went in and did all this and they left Ray.. . . to me Ray was 

out on a limb from then on and that's where he remained - out 

on a limb, because he was a true, in my opinion he was the 

true Country Party [member] that was left and the others were 

mixed. They wanted to run with the Liberals and should've 

been Liberals in my opinion, and they did go over anyway in 

the end. 

EH Yes. By the 1983 election there had been 

influences from the Eastern States, the National Party in the 

Eastern States. What were your observations about people 

like Doug Anthony or Joh Bjelke Petersen coming over here and 

influencing Country Party politics? 
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McPHARLIN I don't think Doug Anthony helped Ray much at 

all, he did not help him. Joh Petersen ruined it because he 

came over here and upset us and made them go back into 

coalition and work. So I mean I felt that they didn't help 

Ray in any respect, and when he went out to fight his last 

election. 

EH This was the 1983 election. Now, the 19E3 

election, he stood as a National Country Party candidate 

rather than a National Party candidate for that election. :s 

that correct? 

McPHARLIN That's right. 

EH Yes. How did this come about? 

McPHARLIN Well, he could not go on in the National Parry 

with Cowan and Stephens. I don't know whether I'm allowed to 

say this or not.. 

EH Oh, yes. 

McPHARLIN .. .but they were, they were so much in with 

the Labor Party helping Burke and doing everything because if 

they worked hard they got the Labor preferences and that kept 

them in Parliament. Well, when Ray went out to fight that 

election he had no help. A 1t of his staunch people that 

knew Ray, didn't bother to go out and help. him because they 

believed he didn't need any help, he'd get back into the 

Parliament without any trouble, so they didn't really help 

him. But Cowan and Stephens worked so hard telling people 

wrong things about Ray, especially the mining Bill and 

different things, and not to give him he preferences, 

whereas we often got Labor Party preferences but they, Cowan 

and Stephens, made sure he didn't get :he Labor Party 

preferences. In that last election he didn't have very much 

help because he found that the people were supporting Cowan 

and Stephens on the other side, and then they kept ringing 

him up and asking Ray to give his preferences to him and he 
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wouldn't because of what they'd done to him, therefore he 

gave his preferences to the Liberal Party which helped to put 

the Liberal Party in and we lost the seat. But it was only a 

matter of about 250 votes and if the people that had got out 

and helped him and worked hard, and been able to explain why 

he wasn't working with the National Party because they were 

always supporting the Labor Party, I think he would have won 

his seat okay, but he lost to the Liberals. .. .his preferences 

helped to put Bill McNee in. 

EH And did the Liberals run a very strong 

campaign up there? 

McPHARLIN Yes. 

EH Did they work very hard? 

McPHARLIN No. They weren't supposed to put anyone up 

against Ray, and Charlie Court had said he'd like to tell the 

Liberals not to put anyone up against Ray but. . . . it was the 

National Party again. I can remember Don Bannister from 

Koorda - he's not alive now - he was pushing Billy McNee from 

Koorda and Billy McNee came in as you would say in :he back 

way. He wasn't asked by the party to nominate for the seat 

so he came in in the back way and through the National Party 

talking to him. I can see them now, when we used to go to 

meetings at Koorda to help Ray with his electorate, I can see 

Don Bannister and Bill McNee all sitting in a corner talking 

and this is what happened; Billy McNee won it and it was only 

by about 250 votes, but if all his people in the electorate 

had got out and helped him he would have won it without any 

problems. 

In the last election it was very, very hard to get people to 

go and give out how-to-vote cards because of the split 

party, and Ian (and Marian with twins - she took her cot 

and her children, and went out towards Southern Cross out 

some way, I can't remember where it was now, and she gave out 

how-to-vote cards) . Ian went to another part and my other 
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daughter went somewhere else and I went to Nungarin to give 

out how-to-vote cards. I can remember how the people just 

walked past me and went over and voted for the other person, 

and I said to the Labor man sitting next to me, "Just tell rue 

why you haven't got anyone up against Hendy Cowan, "  and he 
said, "I don't think we need to. We wouldn't win," and this 

made me realise more how Hendy supported the Labor Party all 

the time.. . . they'd talked so much to the Labor Party that 

they never gave Ray their preferences. 

The worst part of it was we all had to travel back to the 

farm after we'd finished giving out how-to-vote cards, and I 

had to wait in Nungarin until Ian and Marian came down from 

the part where they were campaigning and giving out how-to-

vote cards. We all got in the car and we listened to the 

radio on the way home and it was upsetting us all. We 

finished up getting back to the farm about midnight and we 

found that it looked as if he was losing his seat. But he 

was so brave and stood up to it and we all had coffee and tea 

and went to bed, and then in the morning we all got up and 

found that he had lost his seat. The worst part of all, 

Marian had left her twins' cot right out - I can't remember - 

going up towards the Southern Cross area, anyway. 

EH [Laughing] How terrible! 

McPHARLIN And we all got back, managed to. .. .it was so 

comforting to have most of the family with Dad. And in the 

morning I can remember Don Bannister ringing up and saying 

how sorry he was and Ray was so unhappy, he just was so 

annoyed because he was a man that always helped him. He 

turned around and listened to Cowan and Stephens and the 

wrong things they were saying about him and went with them 

and left Ray out on a limb. I can remember how upset he was 

when he got this phone call, but we managed to come home to 

Perth and he was brave, he took it in his stride. Then I 

remember... [tape break] 



MRS McPHARLIN 58 

EH Over this period, Mrs McPharlin, what were 

some of the worst things that happened? 

McPHARLIN The worst thing I experienced with Ray was 

when he stepped down as Deputy Premier for his sake, but the 

worst thing that we ever had was a meeting that was run by 

the Country Party or National Party in his electorate of 

Dowerin. Ray had to get special leave from Parliament to go 

to this meeting and I went with him because we were going to 

go back to the farm to stop the night, and he said to Cowan 

as he left, "Please, Hendy, will you take these things in 

Parliament for me?" and Hendy said, "Yes, I'll do it for you, 

Ray." We got to the meeting in Dowerin and it was completely 

rigged. Ray had also decided that he would still put his 

nomination in for the National Party and he had his 

nomination for the National Party but they were so terrible 

to him [that] he nominated for the Country Party. That was 

the reason he went and nominated for the Country Party 

because [of] what the National Party had done, but he had 

definitely had his nomination ready to put in for the 

National Party. They had this special meeting; when we 

arrived at the meeting it was rigged. It was the most 

horrible meeting I'd ever been to. They said horrible 

things, they brought out every bit of dirt that wasn't true. 

Then during the meeting. .. . they'd brought in special people 

and during that meeting Hendy Cowan was already there and 

told Ray he was going to be in Parliament and do his job. 

Hendy was there and they brought him in, and the things that 

Hendy said... 

EH What sort of things? 

McPHARLIN He said that he didn't want to be in 

coalition, he wouldn't be with the coalition. He didn't want 

to drive around and be a flash man in a black car and all 

these sorts of things he didn't want, and they really got 

into Ray so much it was the worst thing in our life. Anyway 

he just didn't nominate for the National Party for that 

[election] . That was the worst thing and it was all rigged 
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by Cowan, Stephens, [through] this meeting I think.. . . they'd 

turned everyone against Ray. We had to go home that night 

but we went to a friend's place and stopped the night and I 

don't think we had any sleep. We thought of it all the time 

and all the way back, but he was still brave. I felt that he 

stood up to [them] .. . .he was honest. Every time he got up 

and spoke at that meeting he was as honest as anything. 

ER What was his belief about unifying the party? 

McPHARLIN He wanted the parties to get back together but 

Hendy Cowan kept saying he didn't want to drive a black car. 

What makes me upset now [is] he's going back to coalition, 

and he's going to be all the things that he reckoned he 

wouldn't do. But that meeting, I think it broke the hearts 

of both of us and I think it turned us really against people 

in the political line. That was the worst... 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE TWO 
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TAPE 2 SIDE A 

EH Mrs McPharlin after 1983, did you retire then? 

McPHARLIN No, I never retired. First of all our son, Ian, 

said he thought that we should take a holiday, and Ray always 

wanted to go to China, Red China. In the paper there was a tour 

going and so we looked into it. It was the Chamber of Commerce 

from Perth going. So we joined and we went on this tour to China, 

to Peking. On this we met up with people in China and we met with 

the governments and different people. They used Ray to speak on 

different things because he'd been a politician. I know one of 

the things that Ray had spoken to them about was our sheep. He 

thought that it would be good if we could do something back here 

in Perth to help the Chinese to breed merino sheep in China. 

Because Ray was a politician he could talk on a lot of things. 

It was an interesting tour, we saw the way the other half lived, 

and when we did that trip to China, there were very few people 

that had gone to China then. Anyway they brought back all these 

things, and we were lucky too on the tour, we had a Chinese 

doctor with us who could help us with the taxis and things, and 

that was really good. Then afterwards I think the government did 

send sheep, merino sheep to China, but they didn't ask Ray to go 

with them, but I forget who, I think it was agricultural people, 

I can't remember who went, so they did take that up and they sent 

sheep to China. He was happy, he always wanted to see China, and 

he saw it. We had twenty-one days away I think it was. 

After that he couldn't settle down. Because he was in the Air 

Force, from when he came home from the wars, he went out to the 

AFA [Air Force Association] at Bulicreek. He worked his way up 

because he was vice-president and he was the junior 

vice-president and then this year coming he would have been made 

president of the branch. But he worked all those years in 

retirement in helping the AFA, in building and all the things 
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they needed. That was what he did in his retirement. Even while 
he was sick he was going backwards and forwards about three and 
four times a week, every Friday evening. I used to worry about 
him because he didn't look well and he was a bit bent over. 

Then during his retirement working out there, he developed a very 
bad flu from somebody there and got sick and lost two stone. I 
don't know now whether that was the start of his cancer o--
whether he had cancer before. He worked till the last. In his 
retirement, he never complained once, never complained about his 
cancer or his sickness, but he worked so hard because he tried to 
fight it and get better, right up till the last day. He'd been 
going out to the Air Force Association until he couldn't go any 
more. But we still went out to functions if we could make it. He 
got this flu very badly. Prior to that he'd been to the doctor 
and had a thorough check and he said there was nothing wrong, 
that he was quite well. Then after he got flu and lost two stone, 
he didn't seem to be well for a long time after that. He suddenly 
got a pain in his shoulder, up in his shoulder, and it wouldn't 
get better. He went out to a doctor in Victoria Park. He said, 
"Oh I think you've got fibrositis." He gave him some tablets to 
cure the fibrositis. He finished up that he could not move it and 
I kept on running and helping him with it. So he returned to the 
doctor and the doctor said, "I'll have an x-ray [taken] of you." 
So he took an x-ray and that was all. 

The Friday night after he'd had the x-ray he had to go up to the 
Parliament to dinner, to attend a parliamentary dinner. I noticed 
him holding his back, holding his back with his hand most of the 
night while he was talking to everybody. People were so pleased 
to see him. Then in the morning unbeknown to the family, the 
doctor rang and said that he wanted Ray to come out and see him. 
So Ray went off out to see the doctor, and the doctor had told 
him he had cancer. That weekend he never mentioned anything to 
anyone in the family. He said to me the next morning, "I've got 
to go and see Quinlan". Glenda (Glenda, my daughter, is a theatre 
sister) couldn't understand why he had to go and see Quinlan. On 
the 
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Monday he said, "You know Mum I might have to go into hospital." 
I said, "Oh do you think so, just with your sore back?" He went 
and saw Quinlan, and he put him in St John's Hospital and he had 
all these x-rays and scans and things. It wasn't till after 
we.... we knew he had what he had. The specialist got us all 
together and talked to us and told us exactly what Ray had. He 
told us - I knew, but I didn't tell him. But that's how brave he 
was, right through, all the time. He was so brave and he went 
through.... he was going to get the better of this complaint and 
he was going to get better. 

Then we went on a holiday with a bowling team, with the 
parliamentary, ex-parliamentary team, and he played a lot of 
bowls every day for a week. He enjoyed it, he never complained, 
never complained in his life, if he was sick at all. He was so 
brave. Then coming home, we came home on the train and because he 
was a sick man I wouldn't let him stop in the top bunk. So I got 
onto the top bunk and he was in the bottom. During one night I 
was sick and had a bit of a problem and was hurrying up and down 
the stair there, in the train. About three o'clock one morning, 
the train was going pretty fast and I was coming down and I just 
slipped and I fell onto the ground, and I fractured three bones 
in my back. Then I had to be taken off the train and be flown 
back to Port Augusta to the hospital. He returned to Perth on 
his own, which was upsetting for him. Then I was in Bethesda 
Hospital for a couple of weeks [in Adelaide] before I was brought 
back here. 

He was okay, he was going to Quinlan and Quinlan was giving him 
tablets. Then Quinlan said to him, "I'll have to put you on to a 
doctor in Charles Gairdner, and you'll have to have different 
chemotherapy." So off he went, he had 29 lots of radiotherapy, 
and I was sick in hospital in St John's. He used to come up and 
see me. He was always tired. But then when they put him onto the 
proper chemotherapy that he was having at Sir Charles Gairdner, 
he got septicaemia, in hospital. Then he got over that and came 
out. Then he had the next three weeks on another dose of 
chemotherapy. That gave him septicaemia, and he was in hospital. 
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Then he came out, and he was just due for the next lot of 
chemotherapy, and he got septicaemia and they took him to 
hospital and he never came out. It was the chemotherapy that 
helped to push him.... 

EH Mrs McPharlin you spoke earlier of the funeral 
service that was held for your husband. Could you describe that 
for us? 

McPHARLIN Because Ray was a good churchman and he did 
everything, I think he deserved to have a service in church. So 
with my son and daughter we organised to have a church service, 
and the best one we could have around here was St Nicholas in 
Floreat Park. We engaged that church and we had a lovely service 
in this church. Geoff was there and he said, "Rona there were the 
most politicians of all parties there that I have ever seen at a 
funeral." We had a marvellous service and I asked Charlie Court 
to do his eulogy, which Charlie did for us. It was delivered very 
nicely. I had the things which I knew he liked in the church for 
him. His Air Force comrades, I think there were eight of them 
turned up and were pallbearers as his coffin was being moved 
through there. Among them was the Governor Sir Francis Burt who 
was flying with Ray in the war years. He was there, and also the 
Bishop that gave the service and also buried Ray, the Bishop was 
in their squadron when he was in England in the war, so we 
thought it was very appropriate to have him to Ray's burial. The 
church was really packed, and after when we went to the cemetery 
there was going to be a small service at the grave. 

The graveside was very packed. There were about 300 people there. 
My four grandsons were pallbearers. They were pallbearers, plus 
Ray's two brothers and two friends from the Kalannie ditrict. 
The whole lot, even people who were sick, all the grandchildren, 
marched to the grave. I suppose we were lucky because I really 
think that children shouldn't go to funerals, but our son was 
adamant that the children must go to the funeral. Then afterwards 
we had a lot of people to the house. But I had 
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flowers, I'd never had so many flowers sent to me, cards, phone 
calls, everything; and the most beautiful words, of how proud 
they were of knowing Ray. 
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RAY MCPHARLIN 1916-1991 

Notes supplied by Ian McPharlin 

1958-1963 

My father always seemed to be involved in community affairs from 

as long as I can remember. My first memories are not having to 

catch the school bus on the first Monday of every month because 

Dad had a Council (Daiwallinu) meeting. This meant I could get a 

ride to primary school (Kalannie). 

Two things stand out in my mind: first the Manila folder (Firm 

Fast Flat File, pale orange in colour that contained the Council 

business for the day - Dad was member for the east ward), and 

secondly that he shaved in the car (never at home) and it took 

about four miles (half the distance from the farm to Kalannie) 

to finish shaving. The Council meetings always went well into the 

night and my mother and I would worry about his safe return. 

Numerous other community affairs took Dad away at night-time. 

Rural Water Council, Progress Associations etc. 

Politics came into my life early. Dad was a member of the Country 

Party from the early fifties and like everything he was involved 

in he gave it his all in enthusiasm and time. My first 

recollection as a primary schooler was nailing advertising 

posters on telephone and fence posts for such people as Don 

Maisey (MHR for Moore till 1975), Senator Drake Brockman and 

others of that era. At the time I think Dad was President of the 

local Kalannie Branch of the Country Party and possibly even the 

Moore Divisional Council. 

Another thing that stands out in my mind in this period was 

sport. Dad was an avid cricketer and golfer. (He had played 

league football in his life earlier.) He was the original 

stonewall batsman. He crouched low over the bat and was almost 

impossible to get out if in the mood. He had a shield from 

Ninghan Cricket Association recognizing his having the highest 
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batting average in WA, 473 which included 8 innings, 7 not outs 
with a highest score of 92 n.o. He was very proud - I was in awe 
of his ability to protect his wickets as I found as a schoolboy 
cricketer seemed to be readily removed. His passionate and almost 
religious devotion to cricket was infectious. He built cricket 
nets near the farm house and we used anthill residue for the 
pitch and rabbit netting for the fence. He had great hopes for 
me which I'm sure extended to the baggy green cap and always 
seemed to have time to bowl to me and continually instruct me in 
the various skills. I must admit I never had a problem in 
playing a straight bat - the essence of cricket. 

Each of his sports is a story. 

1964-1969 

In 1964 when I was 11, I left Kalannie Primary and attended 
boarding school at Hale School in Perth. At the time Dad was 
beginning to enter politics on a wider level. He was third member 
of the Country Party Senate ticket for the Federal Elections of 
that year. When the advertisement came on TV, all the boys in the 
Junior boarding house would cheer after 'Ray McPharlin' was 
mentioned. People would congratulate met 'I hear your father got 
third in the Senate', which was quite amusing because the third 
person on the Country Party ticket never expected to get elected. 

In 1966 my father put share-croppers on the farm and spent more 
time in Perth as he was beginning to be involved in a machinery 
company with his brother Lyn. All the children were either 
working or at school in Perth and he had purchased a house in the 
Games Village (1962 Commonwealth Games) in City Beach. So it 
seemed that he was changing career to business, and politics 
didn't seem to be in the picture. However, in mid-1967 the member 
for Mt Marshall, Mr George Cornell, was tragically killed when 
his car fell on him when he was working under it in a steep 
driveway in West Coast Highway, Scarborough. His son Lindsay 
attended Hale at the time and I can remember him being called 
away from school on the day of the accident. Dad was working at 
the WA Tractor Company in Wellington Street when he was contacted 
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by the President of the Country Party (Aubrey Brendish) and told 

the news. 

Dad applied for pre-selection and apparently tied with Mr Ron 

Herbert (Nungarin). He was apparently chosen from Ron on the toss 

of a coin. During the election campaign for the seat Dad would 

visit the boarding school. Dad would always have his posters 

plastered all over his car. I was somewhat sensitive to the 

feelings of Lindsay Cornell at the time and I felt slightly self-

conscious about it all. 

Dad was easily elected in the by election in September 1967 with 

3000 votes to his nearest Liberal rival, Bill McNee, with 1000. I 

can remember having the results read out on the news at the farm 

early one morning along with another by-election for the seat of 

Roe which Mr Bill Young won. 

I remember travelling to Perth from Kalannie and stopping at 

Northam for lunch and people coming up to Dad and congratulating 

'the new member'. The next recollection is seeing him on TV as 

the two new members were welcomed into the Legislative Assembly. 

It must have been a proud moment for him. He lost his mother when 

he was 8 and he left school when he was 11 (had no secondary 

education) and here he was a member of the WA legislature. He was 

re-elected unopposed in the 1968 State election. 

1970-1971 

I was at Muresk Agricultural College during this period. Dad 

settled into becoming the Member for Mount Marshall. He was 

easily re-elected in 1971 and Dad was elected Deputy leader of 

the Country Party. He visited Muresk a number of times as a 

Country Party member in an official capacity. 

1972-1975 

I enrolled and entered the University of WA in 1972 in an 

Agricultural Science degree. The Whitlam Labor Government was 

elected in December 1972. The budget for higher education was 



dramatically increased. Whitlam became an icon in universities 

and socialist values the norm. Being the son of a member of a 

conservative party was not exactly trendy in this environment. 

Most of us seemed immersed in the glorious ideals of the 'free 

lunch' in the somewhat closeted, if not immensely appealing 

environment of the university. Don't get me wrong, I enjoyed my 

university days immensely. It was a time for me to see politics 

from other angles as well. Dad was elected Leader of the Country 

Party in 1973 with his promise to stem 'The Creeping Hordes of 

Socialism'. This was the butt of numerous jokes from my fellow 

students at UWA who saw these comments as typical of the 

reactionary/conservative/rural politicians. 

At this stage I was beginning to realize what it was like to he 

related to a public figure. You have mixed feelings, one of pride 

and one of sensitivity to constant scrutinizing of their every 

comment, and anger at what you perceive as unfair judgments 

against them. 

Prior to 1974, the Country Party decided to become more 

conservative and joined with the DLP to form the National 

Alliance. The coalition was elected after defeating the Tonkin 

Government. I remember watching the results at Perth Modern 

School on election night. Dad was sitting in the hail surrounded 

by other Country Party members vigorously scrutinizing the 

results board. The Country Party gained 6 Lower House seats 

which wasn't bad considering the number of retiring members. The 

most significant victory for them was Hendy Cowan's defeat of Jim 

Brown, the sitting Labor Member for Merredin. The alliance with 

the DLP had little effect. 

The coalition government was sworn in with Mr Ray McPharlin as 

Deputy Premier and Minister for Agriculture in April 1974, and 

Sir Charles Court, Premier. Philosophical differences between the 

two coalition partners (Country Party and Liberal) over 

agricultural marketing was never far from the surface. 

My father many times told me how his father during the 1930's was 

offered four shillings a bushel for his wheat one day and one 
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shilling the next. The effect of the Depression burnt deeply in 

my father's mind and heart, in particular the injustices meted 

out to farmers. To him they were at the end of the line, the 

classic price takers. Also most of the decisions on wheat prices 

were made by overseas companies, such as Cargill and Dreyfus in 

the US. He, like many other farmers of the time, was firmly 

behind the establishment of the Australian Wheat Board in 1948. 

It finally gave farmers some control over their destiny for the 

first time. His commitment to organised marketing of agricultural 

products was total and uncompromising. The organisation appeared 

to line up as behind-the-scene players in the drama that was 

beginning to unfold. The PGA (Pastoralists and Graziers), small 

in number but very vocal with powerful leverage in the Liberal 

Party were intent on the dismantling of the Lamb Marketing Board. 

The farmers' union (WFF) were numerically stronger, representing 

the broader wheatbelt, were firmly behind the Country Party and 

organised marketing. My father and Sir Charles, both strong 

personalities, fought avidly for their constituents with two 

opposing philosophies. The inevitable result was conflict. The 

battle which eventually led to the coalition split in 1975 was 

bitter and sad for WA and not only my father personally. He was 

an achiever and had reached the pinnacle of his career and had to 

throw it away for the principle of the party platform. In 

retrospect it could have gone differently. The apparently 

conflicting demands of social justice, income security which 

organised marketing attempted to address against the individual 

pursuit of the Liberals, could have been accommodated in a less 

emotional atmosphere. In latter years the domestic deregulation 

of the wheat market, whilst maintaining export control in the 

hands of the AWB, reflects this. 

For myself 1975 was a highly memorable year. The political 

fallout in WA over the coalition split affected my family, of 

course. I was trying to study for my final year in Agricultural 

Science at UWA. This was difficult as it was in the news 

constantly. The year ended dramatically, of course, with the 

sacking of the Whitlam Government. I found the time emotionally 

draining and began to turn away from partisan politics as a 

solution to the problems of the world. I was glad to get out of 
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Australia. My future wife (Marian) and I travelled for three 

months in Europe. I began reading writings of the Baha'i faith, 

attending Baha'i functions in Perth and meeting Baha'is in 

Europe. We returned to WA in early 176 and I commenced farming at 

Kalannie. The quiet nights gave me ample time to continue reading 

the Baha'i writings. The powerful theme of unity that ran through 

the writings seemed the complete antithesis of the disunity I had 

been exposed to during 1975. I studied the writings deeply and in 

August 1976 I enrolled or 'declared' as a Baha'i. As Baha'is are 

not permitted to form political parties I have from that time 

never been politically involved, nor seen manmade political 

theories as having the answers to the problems of the globe. 

My father's political career never recovered from the events of 

1975. He remained in Parliament as a backbencher until his defeat 

in 1983 following the split (further division) in the Country 

Party to form the National Country Party and National Party. This 

further emphasised the futility of division and further convinced 

me that party politics had no future. I was very sad for my 

father that his career had ended the way it had. His major motive 

was the good of farmers which I consider a most worthwhile cause. 

The producers of food have and should always be given special 

considerations in society. Dad's commitment to the cause of the 

farmer was intense, devoted and infectiously noble at times. For 

this as one of his public duties I will always remember him 

proudly. However, I was unsuccessful at interesting him in 

joining the Baha'is in their pursuit of global unity. For this I 

will always carry an inner sadness. 

Ian McPharlin 11.12.93 



POLITICAL PROBLEMS ARISING IN COALITION, 1975. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * A * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

During the Coalition Government, formed in April 1974, 

there have been differences between the two Parties. 

The first of the differences arose regarding the 

retention of the Western Australian Lamb Marketing 

Board. After several months it was eventually 

agreed to retain the Board. 

The next difference arose when the Western Australian 

Lamb Marketing Board applied to have Part IV of the 

Marketing of Lamb Act gazetted to allow it to trade 

in hogget on a non-acquisition basis. Cabinet did 

not agree. The matter was partially resolved after 

several months aided by a reclassification of 

"summer lamb" by the Australian Meat Board and 

approved by the Australian Department of Agriculture 

which, the Lamb Marketing Board advised, was 

satisfactory to it. 

The Country Party lost credibility in the eyes of 

many of our supporters because they believed we had 

backed down. Many telegrams and letters were 

received strongly and adversely criticising me as 

Leader and the Party. They believed that stronger 

action should have been taken, to a point of with-drawing 

from the Coalition. 

Attached is an extract from the State Council Meeting 

held on the 5th February, 1975. 



EXTRACT - Minutes of Meeting of State Council, 
held on February 5th, 1975. 

Page 3: 

Motion put and carried. 

"That State Council of the Country Party of Western 
Australia urges the Minister for Agriculture to use 
his powers under the Act to grant the W.A. Lamb 
Marketing Board the necessary powers to trade in 
hogget. 

Further, this Council instructs our State Parliamentary 
Party to use every possible means and methods at their 
disposal, including withdrawing members from the 
coalition Government. 

This Council will stand firmly and fully behind 
actions that may be taken by our State Parliamentary 
Party. 

We believe that if through courtesy the Minister for 
Agriculture referred the matter to Cabinet 
(as suggested in the press) then it is improper for 
Cabinet then to remove his authority to bring about 
the proposed change by regulation as granted in 
legislation. Release of this motion be in the 
joint hands of the State President and Mr. McPharlin." 
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There were further differences in regard to the age 

of transfer of students from Primary to Secondary 

School. 

The Dairy Industry Authority made recommendations 

for my examination and direction on the negotiability 

of milk quotas. Illegalities were apparent and 

delays occurred. After further submissions the 

Country Party supported the procedure recommended 

by the Dairy Industry Authority, which was in accord 

with our Party's policy. Our Coalition partners 

did not agree to the recommendations of the Dairy 

Industry Authority. 

Mr Matt Stephens was adamant -hat we should adhere 

stri1y to Country Party policy and, if necessary, 

withdraw from the Coalition. 

On May 5th, at Science House in Hooper Street, West 

Perth, a special Parliamentary Country Party meeting 

confirmed the decision to stand firm in support of 

me, as Minister, and Parliamentary Country Party 

policy regarding negotiability of milk quotas. 

The position was subsequently outlined to a State 

Council meeting on this same date and at the same 

venue, and received unanimous support. 

Attached are extracts from this meeting. 

On May 6th, Mr. Stephens, Deputy Leader of the Party, 

offered to accompany me to the Premier to outline our 

final compromise as far as quotas were concerned. 

Dick Old, Chairman of the Parliamentary Country Party, 

came into my office to ensure that I acquainted the 

Premier of the Parliamentary Country Party's decision. 



EXTRACTS - Minutes of Meeting of State Council 
held on May 5th, 1975. 

Page 3: 

(The following motion was MOVED by Mr. Young, 
SECONDED by Mr. Gleeson.) 

"This State Council agree entirely with the action 

proposed by the State Leader and the Parliamentary 

Party in upholding the basic principle of the Party 

Platform that legislation affecting rural industries 

shall be determined in negotiation with these 

industries and shall reflect the wishes of the majority 

of the growers in such industries". 

"In moving the motion Mr. Young said that he was 
pleased that the Parliamentary Party had decided 
to make a stand. Country people have been asking 
for a confrontation for some time." 

Further comments by other members of State Council 
are as follows:- 

"Mr. McDonnell said that he supported the concept 
put forward in the motion. 

"Mr. Doyle said that as a whole milk producer he 
fully agreed that the majority supported 
Mr. McPharlin's attitude." 

"Mr. Tognela said that he had been instructed by 
his Branch to press Mr. McPharlin to adopt the 
Farmers' Union Plan. He drew attention to the 
effect of the value of milk quotas on probate." 

"Mr. Reid said that his experience in attending 
many meetings over recent years in dairy areas 
is that the majority of growers want to see 
negotiability of milk quotas under the control of 
the Dairy Industry Authority." 

"Mr. Uppill asked the Parliamentary members to go 
forward resolutely with an uncompromising mind. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

"Mr. Old thanked the meeting for the support it 
had given to the Parliamentary Party on this issue." 

7 if- 
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On May 7th, a special Cabinet meeting was held and 

Liberal Party policy prevailed. Mr. Stephens 

indicated his inability to accept the decision and 

indicated the intention to resign, and left Cabinet. 

On May 8th, Mr. Stephens had a 45-minute discussion 

with the Premier and handed in his resignation. 

He agreed to defer acting until the Premier considered 

the possibility of holding a referendum to ascertain 

the views of producers. 

On May 11th, at Parliament House at a Joint Meeting, 

the matter of a referendum was discussed. Decision 

was made against this proposal. 

On May 13th, Cabinet refused to agree to a referendum. 

I then tendered 1' resignation. Mr. Baxter requested 

that the matter of resignation should be discussed at 

a Parliamentary Country Party meeting before further 

action. It was agreed that both resignations lay on 

the table pending meeting of the Parliamentary Country 

Party. 

On May 14th, Parliamentary Country Party meeting 

decided after protracted discussion that it unanimously 

believes the question of negotiability of milk quotas 

should be decided by a referendum of the industry and 

to seek from the Premier an understanding, to maintain 

a harmonious Coalition, there must be acceptance of 

policies and philosophies of both Parties and these 

must be blended more closely together. The Party 

agreed that I meet the Premier on the 15th for discussion. 

Mr. Baxter and Mr. Stephens accompanied me to meet 

the Premier and Mr. O'Neil on May 15th. 



4. 

We met three times during the day. Both Mr. Stephens 

and I withdrew our resignations pending further 

discussion. It became quite evident that the Country 

Party numbers would be accepted but the Parliamentary 

Country Party could not expect implementation of its 

policies. 

After prolonged discussion with the Premier and 

Mr. O'Neil, both of whom adopted an inflexible 

attitude, and discussions in my office between the 

three Country Party Ministers, it was resolved that 

we had no alternative but to withdraw from the 

Coalition. Both the Premier and Mr. O'Neil appeared 

to be surprised. 

The Press was informed and during the next day many 

telephone calls were received supporting the action 

that was taken. 

A special meeting of the Executive State Council to 

discuss publicity, etc., was called. It was decided 

that Eastern States intervention was not required. 

However, Mr. Joh Bjelke-Petersen and Mr. Barry Cassell 

arrived from the East on Friday evening. 

Attached is a copy of a special message sent out by 

the General President, Mr. David Reid.'  

On May 17th, I asked Mr. Baxter and Mr. Stephens to 

meet with me and Mr. Bjelke-Petersen at 3.30 p.m. to 

discuss the matter. I had called my Party members 

together at 6.00 p.m. for the purpose of meeting 

Mr. Bjelke-Petersen to discuss the whole situation. 

Mr. Tom Perry and Mr. Bert Crane were absent from 

that metincr. I. Imt Lt04 (. 
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Mr. Bjelke-Petersen emphasised the dangers of cross-

bench activity and claimed it was inevitable an 

election would be held before the end of that year. 

He emphasised the threat of Socialism and Communism 

within Australia and throughout the world. He 

strongly urged the re-forming of the Coalition. 

I had decided by midnight that I would stand on 

principle and resign as Leader of the Party. 

The Party members were not at this stage prepared 

to accept my resignation. 

I now am firmly convinced that it would have been 

better for all concerned if I had not stood down. 

It was agreed that Mr. Stephens would go with 

Mr. Bjelke-Petersen on the following morning 

regarding concessions and conditions of re-entry 

into the Coalition. 

On May 18th, it was agreed that we would meet in 

my office at 10.00 a.m. For some reason or other 

an earlier meeting took place at the Sheraton and 

I was not informed. 

The Premier had indicated there would be no concessions 

and Mr. Stephens decided against meeting with him, 

and Mr. Gayfer went along with Mr. Bjelke-Petersen. 

They reported that if the Leader, Deputy and a third 

Cabinet nominee would offer loyalty and co-operation 

the Coalition could continue. 
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After several hours of discussion, Mr. Stephens 

indicated that he was not prepared to enter coalition 

on anything less than improvement on the situation 

that existed prior to the split. Messrs. Old and 

Jones were then elected. 

On May 19th, Messrs. Old and Jones met Sir Charles 

Court with Mr. Bjelke-Petersen and reported back 

on terms of re-entry. No Deputy Premier and the 

Party decided to stay out. 

Mr. Bjelke-Petersen returned to Queensland after 

publicly criticising the Premier and stating that 

he was unbending and unyielding. Press cutting 

attached. Mr. Anthony also blamed Sir Charles Court. 

The resignations of myself, Stephens and Baxter 

were accepted by the Lieutenant-Governor on May 20th. 

On May 23rd, there was a joint meeting of State 

Council and Parliamentary Members of the Country 

Party called under Section 8(7) of the Constitution. 

Action of Parliamentary Country Party endorsed 

re-entry only after approach by the Premier with 

terms suitable to Joint meeting. Meeting adjourned 

on recall by the General President. 

On May 25th, the adjourned meeting was re-convened 

to hear the terms which had seen discussed with the 

Premier. The meeting commenced at 9.30 a.m. and 

finished at 4.00 p.m., it being finally resolved to 

stay out of coalition. 

I. t'ak oo4.At,  & 
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On May 28th, at a Parliamentary Country Party meeting 

it was suggested that the Parliamentary Country Party 

should re-enter coalition. Mr. Stephens objected on 

a point of order that the motion conflicted with the 

resolution of the Joint meeting held the previous 

Sunday and this was sustained. 

On May 30th, the Parliamentary Country Party was 

called together to hear Mr. Solomons, President of 

the Federal Council, and Mr. Peter Nixon, Victorian 

Member of the Federal Parliamentary Country Party. 

Also present was the General President, Mr. Reid. 

It appeared again we were having unnecessary 

interference from the Federal organisation. 

They both urged the necessity of maintaining a 

united anti-socialist front. This did not appear 

to be important to the Premier, as he was not 

prepared to concede any points at all. Mr. Nixon 

mainly emphasised the problem of the Victorian 

Country Party sitting on the cross-benches and its 

subsequent loss of support. He admitted that the 

Victorian Country Party had co-operated and made 

deals with the Labor Party and had exchanged 

preferences. The main point he made was that 

Mr. McEwen defied the State Joint meeting and how, 

after some argument and a few resignations, he had 

got away with it. Mr. Nixon urged the Parliamentary 

Country Party to do likewise and they would also get 

away with it. 

David Reid indicated that a regular State Council 

meeting was due for June 9th and no point in calling 

another special meeting as only a few days would be saved. 



Messrs. Nixon and Solomons invited to the meeting on 

June 9th in order to assist persuade the meeting that 

the Parliamentary Country Party action was the correct 

action. The Party agreed to re-join the Coalition, 

Mr. Stephens left the meeting. 

On Sunday, June 1st, Mr. Don Maisey took out an 

Injunction against all Parliamentary Country Party 

members to defer the re-entry into the coalition 

until the State Council meeting on June 9th. 

The Injunction was heard in Court on June 3rd and 

was not sustained. 

The three Country Party Ministers were sworn in on 

June 5th. 

On June 9th, a meeting of State Council and State 

Parliamentary Country Party members was held; 

a motion to suspend Parliamentary Country Party 

members was defeated by 28 votes to 22. It 

appeared that the majority of the meeting were 

opposed to re-entry; however, a few baulked at 

the idea of suspending Parliamentary members. 

A milder form of motion of rebuke was carried. 

M. 
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Negotiation with Court on coalition and portfolios. 

State Council recommended that we have Deputy Premier, 

Agriculture, Local Government, Housing - three portfolios. 

Court agreed to Deputy Premier but argued about 

Agriculture. He said that, as the Liberal Party had 

the greater number of rural seats, it should go to them. 

I disagreed and told him that if he did not accept 

then I would have to take it back to my Party for further 

talks. 

He reluctantly agreed saying that he and his Party 

would accept only if it went to Bill Young or myself. 

There has been a feeling of resentment on the 

retention of the portfolio by me ever since. 

The matter of the retention of the Western 

Australian Lamb Marketing.Board was the first of a 

number of differences of opinion between the Liberal 

Party members and myself as well as my two Ministerial 

colleagues. 

After about three months of arguing it was agreed 

to retain the Board. 

The next argument developed when the Western 

Australian Lamb Marketing Board applied to have Part IV 

of the Act gazetted to allow it to trade in hogget. 

91 



2. 

Cabinet over-ruled the Country Party Ministers 

and Country Party policy in that we support what trie 

producer asks for in the matter of the right he has 

to market his product as he sees fit. 

The matter was resolved after several months 

aided by a reclassification of summer lamb by the 

Australian Meat Board, which satisfied the Western 

Australian Lamb Marketing Board. 

The Country Party overall lost credibility by 

not having the gazettal agreed to, and I had to answer 

many telegrams and letters strongly adversely criticising 

the Party's action and my action in not withdrawing 

from the Coalition on this issue. 

There was difference of opinion on the age of 

transfer of students from Primary to Secondary school. 

A degree of dissension was apparent and did not 

encourage harmonious relationships. 

The matter of the administration of the Single 

Traffic Authority has also caused some dissension. 

All of this. added to Court's insatiable desire 

for publicity in which he has on every occasion taken 

publicity for himself in the portfolio of Agriculture 

which in itself is denigrating to the Minister. 

The matter of the negotiability of milk quotas 

was raised several months ago. In fact, the Dairy 

9 
 11 
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Industry Authority first made
 an application in August, 

1974; I approved and returned
 it to them. They 

referred it to me again in No
vember because of some 

legalities, and I again appro
ved and returned it. 

It appeared that there were m
ore legalities to be 

overcome and further delay oc
curred. 

A further submission from the
 Dairy Industry 

Authority was to be approved 
by me but was objected 

to by two Liberal Ministers. I took the matter to 

Cabinet and there again objec
tion was raised. 

A Cabinet S'th-Committee was a
ppointed comprising 

McNeill, MacKinnon and myself
. 

We discussed the matter with 
a Crown Law officer 

and outlined further directio
ns. 

After further examination I c
ould see that these 

directions were contrary to t
he Dairy Industry Authority 

requirements and contrary to 
Country Party policy. 

Th6 Farmers' Union also suppo
rted the Dairy Industry 

Authority and the Country Par
ty. 

After numerous discussions wi
th my Parliamentary 

Party, it was agreed that I t
ell Court that we were to 

adhere to what the Dairy Indu
stry Authority had requested.

 

The Dairy Industry Authority,
 on my invitation, 

met Court for discussion and 
argued with him on the points

 

of their submission which sup
ported my stand. 
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We still did not reach agreement, and Court 

suggested to the Dairy Industry Authority that they 

obtain a legal opinion on the direction made by the 

Cabinet Sub-Committee. This was done by Roy Skidmore 

through the Farmers' Union legal advisers, Jackson 

McDonald & Associates. 

At a meeting with Court and MacKinnon and McNeill, 

I indicated that a legal opinion had stated that the 

Cabinet Sub-Committee's submission could not be 

implemented. 

At a meeting with Court, Baxter and Stephens, 

as soon as I told Court that it had come from the 

Farmers' Union he blew up and claimed it to be a 

back-door method. Matt Stephens and Norm Baxter can 

confirm this. 

This ruling was submitted to Crown Law Department 

and an alternative was prepared, including Section 45. 

On Monday, 5th May, I took both the Dairy Industry 

Authority proposal and the Government proposal to a 

meeting of the State Council held at Science House in 

-Hrpe Street, West Perth. 

The Council endorsed my proposed action in saying 

that I believed we ought to support the Dairy Industry 

Authority proposal and not change our stand on it. 

This was discussed later at a Party meeting and 

confirmed. 
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A special Cabinet meeting was held at Parliament 

House at 18.40 on Wednesday, 7th May, when we discnsed 

the issue again. 

When Mr. Stephens raised very strong objections 

and I also stood firm. However, we were over-ruled. 
'J- 

4 L 
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At the Joint Party Meeting on Thursday, 8th May, 

Mr. Old move that a referendum be held on the matter 

of the negotiability of milk quotas. 

This was deferred until a meeting called on 

Friday at 1100 hours. 

Court was very rough and rather insulting to me. 

The Liberals were very strongly not in favour of 

a referendum or ballot. 

a 
At a further4meeting Mr. Stephens handed in his 

resignation and I also handed in mine. We agreed to 

defer the acceptance for 24 hours. 

At a Party meeting at Parliament House on the 

14th May at 0900 hours, the matter was further discussed 

and it was decided that I go to Court to discuss the 

matter further. I made an arrangement to see him at 

0930 hours on Thursday, 15th May, and took Mr. Baxter 

and Mr. Stephens with me. 

The Party had agreed that we discuss with Court 

the matter not only of the transfer of milk quotas but 

the acceptance of points of policy which is part of the 

Country Party platform. 
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The Country Party unanimously believes the question 

of negotiability of dairy quotas should be decided by 

a referendum of the industry. 

However, the Country Party is not prepared to 

withdraw from the Coalition on this issue but rather 

that the relationship between Liberal and Country Party 

philosophies must be blended more closely together if 

the Government as presently constituted is to survive. 

On 15th May we outlined what we considered to be 

a fair and reasonable case for the acceptance of our 

policies and were promptly told that we were not in a 

position to outline any conditions for Coalition and 

if any conditions were to be applied then they would 

be Liberal Party conditions because he believed that 

it was their right to do so, being the stronger Party. 

,., -i•A :. >f(. r 

We talked for about 45 minutes and then adjourned 

until 1430 hours and started further discussions. 

Both Mr. O'Neil and Court were at the morning) 

(meeting and the other two meetings.  

Our further discussions resulted in no further 

progress being made; his and O'Neil's attitude were 

inflexible and clearly indicated that there was little 

chance of any co-operation on their part. 

We adjourned and met again at 1645 hours. 

We sat in my office from about 1530 hours until 1645 hours 

talking about the situation, and decided that we did not 

appear to be getting anywhere. 
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We again talked to Court and O'Neil at 1645 hours 

and were quite convinced that the position was as before. 

After further discussion we agreed that we had no 

alternative but to withdraw from Coalition. 

Both Court and O'Neil were very surprised and 

Court said he took it as a personal matter. 

AZ Q 

We then left and the Press and T.V. were waiting. 

It was then announced that we had withdrawn from the 

Coalition. 

On that night the Press and media were all seeking 
. t,_ 

interviews. )a-s-arranged for Friday that I do a 

number of T.V. and radio sessions as well as Press report 

Anthony rang on Thursday night, as did Barry Cassells. 

Cassells suggested that he come over to assist. I did 

not tell him not to. I rang David Reid, who did not 

object. 

On Friday morning, Cassells and Tom Drake-Brockman 

arrived at my office and I instructed them that all 

Press releases were to be co-ordinated between my office 

and David Oxer and the Country Party office. 

The day was one of continual Press releases and 

interviews, and later in the day I was informed that 

Joh Bjelke-Petersen, the Queensland Premier, was on 

his way over to endeavour to heal the rift. 

I was invited by Barry Cassels to join him and 

David Reid and Terry McDonnell at dinner at Park Towers. 



They talked about re-forming the Coalition. I 

Informed them that if that was the desire and 

intention that ibe preferable to do it without me 

as Leader.  ,J 

7 Because I had publicl  critic is ed Court and 

(could not get on well enough) with him, I thought it 

(woul 2e better to have another man take my place in 

an endeavour to re-form the Government. 

- 

We were advised that Joh Bjelke-Petersen would 
J4 c arrive at the Sheraton at about 11 p.m. ad we w--e 

to meet him there. 

This was done and we discussed the situation 

until about 1.40 in the morning. 

He made an appointment with Court on Saturday 

morning, the 17th, at about 0930 hours. 

I arranged for Joh Bjelke-Petersen to meet 

Baxter, Stephens and myself at my office at 3.30pm. 

for discussion. 

We met and Joh informed us that he had not got 

very far with Court. 

We continued our discussion until 6pm. when I 

had called all my Party members together for further 

discussion. 

All Party members, except Tom Perry. arrived 

and met Joh and we discussed the whole situation until 

late. 
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I had indicated that I considered that it pU1 

be preferable for me to resign as Leader to enable 

negotiations to take place. 

Joh also indicated that it would be preferable. 

no doubt, was under some pressure from Cassels, 

and perhaps from Court. 

who were not State Parliamentary 

members to retire. These were Tom Drake-Brockman, 

David Reid, Joh Bjelke-Petersen and Cassels. 

At the earlier meetings with Joh, Terry McDonnell 

was present. 

I told the Party members that the matter of the 

re-forming of the Coalition would be better presented 

if I was not the Leader for the purpose of negotiation. 

I was prepared to resign. 

The Party members were not at that stage prepared 

to accept my resignation. We did not, conduct a ballot 

on the Saturday night but it was understood that I would 

resign and Matt Stephens would act as Leader to present 

a case to Court at a time to be arranged on Sunday 

morning, the 18th. The meeting finished at 2359 hours. 

We were to meet again at my office at 1000 hours 

on Sunday, 18th. 

In all of our talks with Joh Bjelke-Petersen, he 

emphasised the threat o Socialism and Communism within 

Australia and the world 
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I arrived at my office at 1000 hours and 

Tom Drake-Brockman came in as well. 

2) 
The rest of the Party had arranged to meet 

at the Sheraton without notifying me. They had 

met earlier and Joh Bjelke-Petersen and Nick Gayfer 

went to talk to Court. 

It had been agreed on Saturday night that 

Stephens and Joh go to see Court, but when Joh said 

that if they were going to talk about conditions they 

need not come so Stephens said that he would not go. 

On the Saturday morning the response in favour 

of the action taken was very good; telegrams and 

telephone calls were coming in regularly, both at my 

office and at home. 

I received a telephone call from Cassels at the 

Sheraton asking me to come over and hear the results 

of the talks Joh and Nick had had with Court. 

Tom Drake-Brockman and I objected to this because 

of a battery of Press waiting outside. 

They then came over to my office where we had a 

lengthy Party meeting lasting well into the afternoon. 

Joh again indicated that he thought I should 

retire as Leader, and Mick Gayfer made the point that 

if I retired Matt Stephens should also. 

Joh again emphasised how difficult Court was to 

deal with. 

90 



11. 
'-I, 

I again asked all other than Party members to 

retire and then after lengthy discussion we held a 

ballot for Leader and Deputy Leader. 

Neither I nor Matt submitted our names as 

contenders for the positions. 

The result was D. Old as Leader and P. Jones 

as Deputy. 

I called in the others and made the announcement. 

Joh Bjelke-Petersen made further comments and we left 

the building where we met the Press and announced the 

change. 

In my case it was done because I believed that, 

due tomy criticism of Court and my frequent 

disagreements with him, it would be better this way. 

I was heartbroken at having to make this decision 

/ and my wife was also. My family were very disappointed 

at the news. I have suffered severe anxiety since 

that time. - 

Joh Bjelke-Petersen and Old and Jones met Court 

for discussions on Monday morning for further talks and 

we held a Party meeting at Parliament House at 1400 hours. 

We were advised that Court would agree to three 

portfolios, including Agriculture, but no Deputy Premier. 

He was told that this was not acceptable and the discussion 

finished on that note with Court saying that it was his 

final offer. 
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Mr. Fraser rang Joh Bjelke-Petersen at Parliament 

House and asked us not to make a final decision until 

he had talked to Court. 

We left the meeting and Old rang me at home to 

say that Court would not change. 

Decision was to withdraw. 

Joh Bjelke-Petersen went by plane and criticised 

Court over Radio and Television. 

I had an appointment at Sheraton Hotel, "Woman '75", 

my last official function as Deputy Premier when I made 

the presentation. 

On Friday, 23rd, a special State Council meeting 

was held at the C.W.A. Club at 0930 hours. 

After a lengthy discussion lasting six hours when 

N. Baxter, M. Stephens and I gave full explanations of 

our discussion with Court. I gave a full run-down of 

my association since the formation of the Coalition. 

Old and other Party members also gave their 

version of the events leading up to the withdrawal. 

The decision of the meeting was to negotiate 

further with Court in an endeavour to re-form the 

Coalition. 
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Old and Jones rang Court and advised that his 

position had not changed. 

It was again agreed that Old and Jones arrange 

a meeting with Court on Saturday morning to endeavour 

to again heal the rift. 

The meeting was adjourned until a suitable day. 

We were called together again on Sunday, 25th, 

at 1000 hours at Harper Hall. 

After a lengthy debate and numerous members 

demanding that I go back as Leader, it was decided by 

a motion and a vote taken that we do not go back into 

Coalition under the conditions Court had applied. 

I have Buffered a great deal of remorse and 

worry, as has my wife. 

I havc given up a tremendous lot to uphold the 

principle and policy of my Party. 

I have worried about the situation. It is the 

first time in the history of the Country Party that we 

have broken Coalition, and this is causing me a great 

deal of anxiety. 

I do not want to see an election because of the 

dar.ge_ o a Labor win. 

'13 
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I am fearful of the spread of Socialism and 

Communism. 

My wife is very upset and cannot relax. 

It has changed our lives more than I care to th
ink 

about. 

I am now trying o analyse the situation and 

will endeavour to make our situation as a Party
 a 

workable one, and not as disruptive as some peo
ple 

would have us be. 

On reflection one cnnsLlers where does the 

blame lie. 

The Liberal Party's unl'onding attitude n the 

Lamb Marketing Board matter and their attitudes 

generally towards ordeiy maIceting were very definitely 

contributing factors and were, in fact, the main issues. 

Court, I believe, haz lway wanted to govern 

alone and tolerated the Country Pi-ty only beca
use he 

could not govern "ith 5ecriy on hi3 own 

The pressure of work as a Minister did not allo
w 

the time to attend as many P tyv,etings as I 
should 

have done. This a1lwed a drift ' :y f.om unity. 

The pressure o: work and tr to the East also 

took-a great deal of ',1me ad ii€fl my 

getting legislation - prepared and ;uLing this with 

Party members. 

IfIr 
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I should have been firmer, I suppose, wit
h 

McNeill and MacKinnon on the negotiabilit
y of milk 

quotas. However, they were adamant that they wanted 

the way it was eventually issued. 

Court had not appointed his new Ministers
 up 

until the 27th, when the Liberal Party held a Party 

meeting. 

We also held a Party meeting. 

Baxter informed our Party that he was told that 

there was still time to re-form the Coalition. 

Our Party discussed the issue and abided 
by the 

State Council decision. 

W R L Pkci 
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getting-tb aster ;they are moving. around they 
iVhei i iincithat many northern an padd -. 

north_easiern'wheathelt centreswould Ofl5' As - a. result-there has been ater wear and suffer the agonies of a drought the small busine.. on -scarifier points during -tillage: and tp.. that "operates 'in these mmUnes -was initially prompted an investigation by Dr Graeme Q....ck 'Nat1onal 'Tart of 'the Agricultural and Forestry Engire - g brought it to the Government. Group of the CSIRO j-"-- - 
In the September edition o' the CS1RO :es- '—'The.~Premie-r -~'a-eted pilomptly e 

letter, -Dr '-Quickoans -to-= points out that tillage ds Party call onwain inter,esa 
ad have more ti-an doubled over the pea fie .is. drought affected farmers,, an .m P eas1 efio' and until recently very,  little research  Wa., done  the Government hasn0w ofiere some r into the fact that conventional ploughing  the 

-- = ment was not designed for' higher speeds. - Howev tE Irgejiiivate concerns including His research which is being assisted b cis the banks and finance :compaflies, wbic have horn farm machinery companies,has  thov nat benefitted frob iness.dea1nthereiOr 
the wear-rate on points was far less than had in bettertimeS lave ,remain - been assumed Points Wear out more c.. .iy While T'ealiS it is-'harder for private enerpr1e- because a greater area is being covered m a =--.en than time,.'but .the wear mechanism was largely ncérned is bly'a'.eed1ein the haystack.oLits endent of the speed over the range coveref. business ks these organisation.sare 'public :re- However, the effects of moisture and soil ::Tes lations conscious' thy.,would 'gain a lot P! log on the wear rate were very important. Ab -ave termThenefits from modifying their Interest rates.. soils containing large silica or gran pa Cs f will-rapidly wear points. 

get a .casn flow from crops in 1980 T7 His studies showed that in  ab an e Sc . at - - j Melton 1lictoria a set of ports were v.o-n .3ut - A mbonal .adnewsPaP r_, caneu. , ' 

e" after scarifying six hectares By con r. a a ar World made'omefltereSt1n observa onsr et of points operating r the D_'-Lng Docn. c2d cover, 6,000 hectares to suffer the same wear. era1.Goveinment the Olq=~C -0 ma 
d One concept for improving scarifler points is ,Organisations of Ausiralia salu .,anuerrA,. chrome-plating or -hard facing but there-  were- faitoeeP its proi sejofgiVing much economic factors aainst this He has IOuiiO at tosrnz11 business - -i-- - n - ti'e, thickness of the point was important,, and . - that a. 5 per cent Increase in "thickness-  cc-1d for 90 ri'r cent of älLbusinesestabhshments and more than double weai life while le not incre...nng the proportionate draft in drysoiL - 

The next phase of Dr Quick's study will h- e- 
e-piort 1dt1 h1iiUb1ici. eera1 searching design factors on implement per.. m- 

'easuesLaimed benetits'Ioi small kbusuiess ance 
  ereirtuallY useless f--Z- 

'Payroll tax ijh thorii'im the ,side of e'ry Some of the measires..the,,.CoUncl1 of ma business operation in Westein Australia, and for Business wants small operators it is a serious economic burt'n A public en'u'jn1oal1 aspects of small bus- and one that discourages employment - 
- to' nd,o The affect is - hardest. felt in country  areas. - ivë niU bu 'dalP'Pdr.tuhitY-.ifl thë-.f1-: In Parliament last 'week during the debate on 1 

market "1 d ' '' - .. .: ' the Payroll Tax Assessment t Amendment BilL nancia 
moved  an ,amenumen See.ing • w have  wor ing Through the Resery Bank 4ve pTVa directors of small proprietary limited comp,n s ursuded to produce uidehtes for small bsui ea exempt from the provisions  of payroll  tax borrowing rather thai-9)nnuing ith e 

ii The Bill before Parliament was to ratify -te iimbative of xtendin The 
Budget announcement that -,he 

ceiling for the penalty of payroll tax for a b.n-"'uh"examinatIoirofihe tation. tem' ness be lifted'Irom an annual wage bill of S6C!Si0 -dèUarès'tht'discriminate against sthall ' to $72,000 and to,  be placed on,a new gradus:ed 
i ad tö'p?bVidéinhentives or ill scale up to a maximum of $131,400. 

:eflt&Peto . . ' However, while the Government had  obvic'iy 
''- -:.'-.-'. -. listened to the National Party argument bef:re . . . . the budget to increase the ceiling, it saw no 

merit in my amendment for working directo: in 
small business. 

For the second time this year. all coa1:.tn 
members crossed the floor to vote with the G-
position, leaving just the National Par: meme:s 
supporting the motion. - 

The other occasion was when the Natitnal 
Party Deputy Leader, Matt Stephens. move-b a 
motion for an all-party enquiry into State pasien-
ger rail services as a means of finding some ntn-
political solutions to the highly controverc:al railway debate. 

I was disappointed that my motion gained no 
sympathy from either the Government or :ne 
Opposition, and I feel they have to come to terns 
with the fact that payroll tax for a smatl business 
is a penalty for employing people. If wages c'n-
tinue to sky rocket, then it wont be long be - re 
inflation catches up with the minimum ceiliny of 
$72,000 and becomes a disincentive to keep on or take on an extra staff member. 

Though beaten on the Issue, the National Party 
Is resolved ,to,pursue the phasing out of pay:-iL1,. 
taX.,in the same way that we-eventually got the 
goVernnienL. .heed our.  cal  -for phasing - 
death duties............. 



(h o 

Parliamentary 
notes 

BY 
RAY 

McPHARLIP1 
MLA 

I urge all constituents to get behind the cur-
rent campaign to try to end Australia's two-
airline policy. 

Continuation of the system will affect all Aus-
tralians and though the issue is a Federal one, I 
still believe State politicians have a role to play 
because they can influence their respective party 
machines. 

A Sunday newspaper, is currently running a 
campaign - petitions are being circulated to 
WA hotels and sporting clubs - and it deserves 
our support because the most disadvantaged In 
the current situation is West Australia.. 

The Hoicroft Inquiry Into domestic air travel 
Is due for release next week and It seems the 
Federal Government Is prepared to shelve the 
report before it is even published. 

By signing the petition the grassroots of WA 
politics the voter and party member - can put 
pressure on Government to make a change. 

* * * 
Five more deaths on WA roads, and five more 

dead in WA's country. 
The WA road toll, with the many deaths on 

country roads, fills me with horror. And for every 
death, there are scores more Injured and maimed. 
I urge all motorists to concentrate on our roads, 
and to avoid drinking and driving. 

We should all take heed of the warning from 
National Safety Council chief instructor Alec 
Abbott. Commenting on holiday country driving, 
he said, overtaking takes skill, time, road sense 
and road space. He said It takes 10 or 11 seconds 
to pull out, overtake, and get back to your own 
lane. At 100 kms your car travels about 300 
metres. With oncoming traffic at the same 
speed. it means you need at least 750 metres of 
free space to pass. 

* * * 
I hope you don't mind we talking once more 

about smoking, but the Issue is such a grave one 
that it needs more and more airing. 

The facts are that smoking taxes the defence 
mechanism of the lungs and causes many assoc-
iated illnesses resulting In death or long iiffer-
ing. I am pleased to report that It is the intention 
of the Australian Council of Smoking and Health 
(WA) to precipitate a major campaign on smok-
ing and health in 1981. 

ACOS1 held its first meeting in WA in 1971 
and is likely to urge a complete ban on cigarette 
advertising, restrictions on ulacement of cigarette 
vending machines, pressure to stop smoking in 
public places and naming of smoke-free zones. 

Perhaps Parliament House in WA wouldn't be 
a bad place to start the lion-smoking enterprise. 

* * * 
The anti-this and anti-that brigade have had 

a field day n Abe-past, few weeks with the visit 
of American ships to WA. Thank goodness 
they're in the minority. 

I take this opportunity to welcome the United 
States naval personnel to WA. Allies are needed 
in Australia and the Americans have certainly 
shown themselves to be strong allies in the 
past. 

I was particularly pleased to see (hat so ninny 
US personnel wanted to get in the WA country 
to see more of the State. I hope their visits 
continue and that WA's reputation as a friendly 
State is not marred by a few. 
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\a(er cliplily problems arc. &iiitinuliig to be a 
major source or cojirl'ln to iiiiicis in the mclii-
catern vhca Ibelt areas, and the Agaton water 
supply project is again under scrutiny by a com-
mittee initiated by the State Treasury which is 
referred to ;is the Cost Benefit Study Group. 

This coinmitice consists  of two persons from 

Treasury. two persons from the Department of 
Agriculture, one person from the Public Works 
Department and one person from the Department 
of Industrial Development. The purpose is to 
analyse the costs of the scheme and weigh it 
against the benefits it will provide. 

I met the committee, also several of the Dal-
wallinu shire councillors and a number of other 
area representatives, atives, at the Daiwallinu Shire 
Chambers on February 26. A tour of the district 
was made as far out, as Cleary and Beacon. The 
farmers who were able to give personal details 
or costs to provide water and the failures of 
bore holes and dams were strong support for the 
scheme to proceed. Cases of hardship were clearly 
put before the committee, who, I believe, must 
have learned quite a lot from the trip. 

The Federal Government and the State Gov-
ernment are to share the cost on a dollar-for-
dollar basis. The Federal Government has been 
quite generous in its allocation of funds to 
underdeveloped countries, a commendable action 
but I believe it should get its priorities in order 
and look after our own producers first. 

If the forecast figures of world population by 
the year 2000 are correct then every arable 
hectare of land in Western Australia will he 
needed to assist in meeting world demands for 
food. There are many millions of hungry and 
starving people in many parts of the globe who 
iiccd our help, and only by providing the very 
necessary facilities to keep farming families on 
their prol)ert ics can the Government expect the 
required production to he met. 

It has been estimated that on a 2000 hectare 
eastern wileatbelt farm it, would cost a land-
holder 521,000 to equip his property with piping, 
tanks and water troughs. The recent tour re-
vealed that many farmers already have this 
equipment, winch means that the estimate can 
be wide of the mark. 

I have estimated that the scheme would in-
crease production by $10 per hectare. Over an 
area of 644,000 hectares, this would give an added 
taxable income of $6,440,000. 

I wish to assure my readers that I will be doing 
all I can to have tile scheme installed as early 
as possible. * * * 

It is hoped that by the time this goes to 
press the Qantas dispute is over and travellers 
can expect the service they have been given 
over many years. It is Inconceivable that a hand-
ful of irresponsible unionists can disrupt an 
international airline to the extent that they 
did. There appeal's to be an ulterior motive 
behind the actions taken, which should make us 
all more aware of the dangers inherent in the 
power available to a few leaders of the union 
movement. 

Parliamentary 

Considerable concern has beets expressed by 
many people In recent times about the disregard 
for the landscape and the environment by soy-

crimnicu t departments and big business. 

Farmers have also been included in the criti-
cisms and "blamed" for too much clearing which 
the "experts" say is creating deserts and dust 
bowls. 

These "experts" should pause and consider the 
contribution made by the agricultural industries 
towards our export income and the high stan-
dard of living we all enjoy. After many years of 
sweat and toil, carving a living out of virgin 
bush, farmers have increased their production 
rate for the benefit of the Slate and Nation. 

Time agricultural industries have been, a lid still 
are, time solid backbone or our CC0i10niY and those 
"knockers" should acknowledge the sacrifices 
made by the families of farmers in many isolat-
ed areas and recognise that it has been neces-
sary for them to clear their land and increase 
production to obtain an income for their families 
to live a decent life. In spite of this, many farm-
ers are conscious of the need to provide wind 
breaks by planting trees in strategic areas, 

* * * 
Waste disposal is another matter of concern in 

both city and country. 
The retention and use of organic matter is 

under examination by the WA Department of 
Agriculture, not only In vegetable production and 
horticulture areas where it is estimated about 
100,000 tons/year are used, but in large area 
agriculture as well. 

It is well to recognise that the situation in time 
medium and low rainfall areas where large 
acreages of wheat are grown is quite different 
from the higher rainfall areas where fruit and 
vegetables are produced. 

The USA have tackled the waste disposal 
problem with a great deal of success. Their 
legislation provides them with the authority to 
clean up their rivers, lakes and seas. They also 
make extensive use of organic waste to re-
condition land lost for production. Government 
policies and economic incentives have been em-
phasised by consulting engineers who have 
designed sludge composting facilities in nume-
rous cities. This has resulted in the saving of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

* * * 
Nuclear power development continues to be 

reported In newspapers and varying views con-
tittUc to be expressed. 

During my world study tour in 1977 I inter-
viewed one of America's most eminent nuclear 
scientists. During the discussion I asked hint 
about the claims made by some United States 
scientists that the risks from nuclear power 
generators are very serious and were these 
claims substantiated. 

His reply was that not only were these claims 
unsubstantiated but they have been disproved 
and the claims themselves have been raised 
either by people who are liars or by people who 
-are ignorant. He explained further that about 
30 people, some years ago, had been exposed to 
quantities of plutonium which became present 
in their bodies and according to some people 
all of them should be dead. Two of them - 
one by an automobile accident, and another by 
some oilier cause similarly unrelated to tira-
niiunm. The rest are well and not a single case 
where this exaggerated damage claimncuh by some 
Pcol,lC ill emotional I CilI15 coula be substantiat-
ed. All of these facts mire accessible. 

There are others who are eminent scientists 
in their own field, who know next to nothing 
about nuclear rcactor.s. But in the public eye 
a scientist is a scientist and no further distinc-
tion is made. 

On the same principle you might ask time 
opinion of the baker about the question  of 
,..h.I, h,,irno,' ,)r•Iivrr5 Uo' ,d,r,'.t 
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Road safety IS a matter iliiili COIICCI'IIN Us iill. 
The continual lOss of life on our roads and the 
serious injuries resulting from car accidents is 
an ever-present PtObk'n 10 which there does not 
appear to he an adequate a 315W e r. 

The c are nu mcrou:; causes which  can be 1 isted 
a major one being inattention to driving; con-
centration should be oil driving, not on sight-
seeing or looking at SOme other points of interest 
off the road. 

Overtaking is another instance where careful 
assessment must be made of the room to pass, 
CS 'e i thY when ii ))FwiC Iii 3)0 a bend or a rise. 
Following too closely behind Ihie vehicle in front 
is a dangerous practice and the cause of many 
collisions. 

Speeding i.s another major cause and driving 
at high speeds without a scat belt securely 
fa.slcncd Can result in instant death. At about 
100 kilonletrcs an hour it takes only 7/101.1is of a 
second for a life to be terminated in the event of 
a head on crash. 

Failing to exercise caution on traffic lights 
and other controlling signs Salso a contributing 
factor to the long list. 

Statistics have shown that excessive drinking 
of alcohol is by far the greatest cause of accidents 
and is One which should be observed by all who 
arc social drinkers or heavy drinkers. There is 
abundant evidence that alcohol intake dulls the 
))rails and affects •iudgemcnLs resulting in lack 
of control of a vehicle. olleil causing the death 
of all I nnoeciit ViCtill. The oily Way that alcohol 
is removed from the bloodstream is by the liver. 
It can handle only the contents of a 198.9ii11 glass 
of beer per hour. There  is 110 other way. I-lot 
black coffee, cold showers, or PCP 151115 are of 110 
avail. Until the liver has had time to do its 
work then alcohol will vcnhain ill the blood 
trcstll and have its adverse cffect. 
The RTA is at present conducting a driver 

contest aimed at improving road behavior and 
road safety, which it is hoped will help to en-
courage a better understanding on road rules and 
make better drivers. 

* * * 
Excessive intake, of alcohol has caused many 

families to break up and has in too many cases 
seen wives bashed by drunken idiots who believe 
themselves to be immune. from the law 

Many times threats of killing have bee
.
n made, 

rape has occurred with its humiliating come-
qucnccs and children have not escaped these 
senseless brutal attacks. 

The police are restricted in many cases from 
taking the action which is obviously very neces-
sary by Inadequate laws, and public attitudes 
offer them very little protection. 

There are several woruens' refuges in Perth 
which does offer some escape, but even then it 
does not offer absolute protection. Even so, why 
should a woman and a mother have to undergo 
such painful humiliation from a drunken lout. 

it is time that legislation was introduced giv-
ing time police much wider powers in these matters 
such as arrest oil the spot and imnledtnte goal, 
or at least overnight or until such time that the 
wife can be consulted as to what action she may 
desire. 

I propose to examine Use laws relating to these 
matters during the autumn session of Parliament 
and may possibly by able to introduce amend-
ments along the lines I have Indicated. 

* * * 
The Federal Government is to be commended 

for its action in mounting a campaign against 
the :15 hour week. 

The proposal to most farmers is abhorrent 
because of the long hours which are worked by 
the Producers in our country. 

The effect of a shorter working week would 
require a great deal more overtime to be worked 
to increase or maintain oroduction and result 
ill higher wages being p:iicl and consequently 
ililliler prices liciig dIll rged for the product 
which will price U'; out of World markets. 

'liuc average working VCCI.Z ill the USA is 40 
hours, in japan 43, West Germany 46. In Aus-
tralia it is at present about 39 hours. I i)r0POSC 
to make further comment on this in a later 
i SS die. 
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$27 million above last year's figure. This is based 
on the hope and perhaps likely iuuprvement in 
Spite of drought conditions which continue to 
plague large sections of the agricultsral area. 

The present drought declared areas cover sonic 
3500 farms or about 40 Per cciii of the State's 
whca t producers. 

Although drought loan approvals totalled $43 
million it is not a large amount for such an im-
portant industry. 

The Government has proposed the establish-
inemit of a statutory advisory counct on water 
resources and the examination of soil erosion 
and soil salinity problems. The councti will have 
representatives from all government departments 
concerned as well as members of the Pastorahists 
and Graziers, the PIA and also the private 
sector. 

I have suggested to the Government that Mr 
Harry Whittington be one of the concl1 mem-
bers to co-operate with all others in an endeavor 
10 obtain the results which we all de.iire. There 
is little use in continuing with the differing 
opinions and assertions of who is right and who 
is wrong, but rather that, it be esiabtshed what 
is right. 

It is encouraging to know that the Government 
has at last accepted what I have been advocating 
for several years in my Speeches in the House 
and elsewhere. I hope that ihc council, when it is 
appointed, acts In the Way I envisage it should 
work. 
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A matter wbich his bcn raised in l's ri iiiioii 

W hieli Is of great concern to all \Vest Australians 
Is it motion -which is being moved by the l'arhia-
meat on the action taken by the Conservation 
Council of West Australia Inc, in launching in 
it United States District Court for the Western 
District of Pennsylvania, a class action aimed 
at restricting arid Possibly crippling the Bauxite 
Ahunuinlum Industry in West Australia. 

The Premier has asked for the support in 
Parliament in deploring the action of this 
group which is directed against the best 
interests in the State of West Australia. It is 
said that if the action is successful, it would 
affect the livelihood of some 20,000 workers now 
dependant, both directly and indirectly, on the 
bauxite alunilnium industries, and could jeop-
ardise another 15,000 people as a direct and 
indirect result of now refineries now being built. 
It would mean that these people would be asked 
to forego their employment  futures, and under 
such conditions not one of them would be per-
mitted to take any action to advance the life-
style and living standards of the people living 
In the areas affected. 

The action (hoes Presume that ihe American 
courts are Interested, and, perhaps, willing to 
reach beyond their own jurisdiction and inter-
fere in the lives of communities in another 
countiy. It does not appear that this is justified 
by any previous action by thc courts of America. 
It has been said that, a precedent has been set 
by the actions of State Governments taking 
mailers to the Privy Council in the United 
Kingdom. It has been said that this Is a foreign 
court. I refute this on the grounds that we arc 
members of the British Commonwealth and 
tinder our Westminster System it has been sri 
accepted practice since Australia has been a 
member of the Commonwealth, that this puto-
cedure would be followed when necessary. Any 
matter taken to the Privy Council cannot be 
compared with an action taken before a court 
in a foreign country. 

I wish to advise my readers that the Govern-
meat has my full support in time motion now 
bcfor the House and firmly believe that matters 
of this nature can be handled efficiently and 
satisfactorily by our own Courts in Australia. 

\huen looking forward to the problems of the 
agricultural Industries In W'es(ermu Australia in 
t he coming decade, ilicie is. I believe, reasinu 
for concern. 

The agricultural industries arc uiiiul cinpciil-
11111 Oi l 0111 eXport nurket. \V111c11 militia 1(ir1iCli I 
cxchange to Pay for imports. The ret's liia Lion of 
the Australian dollar always raises cUcs(ions 
aii:l (10111)1 as to its effect ian the farming in- I 
clustrhes. As an ôxample, should a 20 Per Cciii. 
revaluation of the Au.straliat dollar ojeur then 
gross receipts for \vhcat farmers in W'A would 
fall by ill-ID per cenh that is $10,000 in gross 
receipts today would be reduced to between $11100 
and $8200. In terms of cash costs, should your 
current costs amount to 40 11cr cent of your 
gross receipts frcm wheat, a 20 Per cent ic-
valuation would have the samtie effect as it 45 
to 47 per Cent inci•easo in these costs. 

Farmers need a strong political influence to 
enable the farming community to decide rural 
policy and also need, farmer control in the 
marketing of agricultural products which will 
be provided only by strong political represents-
Lion. 

Farmers in Western Australia should con I tic 
to Press for better marketing systems for their 
products. The virtues of so-called free market. 
systems will he inappropriate for tiac years 
ahead. Other businessmen, industries and labour 
tend to enjoy market power, foil-Once competi-
tion and other bene:'its inconsislcnt Wi (Ii thic 
free mar U market system. nfortunate as it seems, 
farmers are declining in numbers and now Con-
stitute a minority of the Australian popu1aLic 
and the relative importance of agriculture it 
the Australian economy has declined in recent 
years. Therefore, it becomes more obvious that 
there is need for farmer organisations to fulfill 
their role to require their political representa-
tives to illiplemnent Policies for the protection 
and assistance of the farming industries. They. 
niUSt Put forward and sustain logical argummeiits 
and sUbillissions which will Provide the stabililv 
which is necessary. 

lt 



Mr McPharlin 

Former deputy  premier  di,es  
A FORMER deputy premier and 

leader of the National Country 
Party, Mr Ray McPharlin, 75, died in 
hospital early yesterday. 

Mr McPharlin was born in 
Williams and spent his early life in 
Kalannie. At the outbreak of war, he 
joined the army but transferred to 
the RAAF and for two years piloted 
flying boats from the UK. 

Before leaving to serve in the UK, 
he married his wife, Rona. He left 
the RAAF as a flight-lieutenant and 
returned to farming and running a 
tractor business with his brother. 

On his election to Parliament for 
the Country Party for Mt Marshall 
in 1967, he severed ties with the 
business. In 1973 he became leader of 

the Country Party and was deputy 
premier in Sir Charles Court's 
coalition government for a year. 

This was brought to an end by the 
coalition split but he remained good 
friends with Sir Charles, who visited 
him in hospital a day before his 
death. 

Sir Charles said - that Mr 
McPharlin was a man of integrity 
with a great love of the farming 
community. Though he said that the 
break-up of the coalition was a 
difficult time, he retained his 
respect for Mr McPharlin. 

Mr McPharlin left a widow, two 
daughters, a son and nine 
grandchildren - JANET 
WAINWRIGHT. 

0 Mr Ray McPharlin 

"Sunday Times" 14 July 1991 
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Tributes to ex-deputy 
premier 
RAY McPharlin - deputy premier 
and leader of the National Country 
Party until the 1975 split between the 
government coalition partners, the 
Liberal Party and the NCP - died in 
hospital on Saturday after a long 
illness. He was 75. 

Mr McPharlin joined the National 
Party in 1978 but quit in 1982 after a 
long-running feud to become an 
independent MLA. 

The defection was a blow to the 
National Party, which broke away from 

RITIIA 

the National Country Party in 1978 
because four parliamentary members 
claimed the National Country Party was 
a puppet of the Liberals. 

Former Liberal premier Sir Charles 
Court paid tribute yesterday to the 
politician who was his friend and 
deputy until the 1975 coalition split. 

Sir Charles said he mourned the 
passing of a very sincere person and 
good friend whose integrity was never 
doubted. 

Sir Charles said Mr McPharlin had 
always maintained his love of farming 
and farming people. 

He said Mr McPharlin always 
showed the same great commitment 
and enthusiasm in his war-time 
activities in the RAAF. 

"I had much to do with him after he 
entered the WA Parliament as a 
Country Party member," Sir Charles 
said. 

"Taking over from my old school 
friend, the late George Cornell, he  

subsequently became my deputy in 
19.74. 

"I was disappointed when the party 
he led temporarily broke from the 
coalition." 

Sir Charles said that despite this, the 
two had maintained a ,strong personal 
friendship. 

State Liberal Party president Peter 
Jones said he knew Mr McPharlin as a 
sincere person. very much dedicated to 
rural life. 

He said the rural community would 
be all the poorer for his parting. 



103 
\•\lUC (ss 

RICHARD COURT 
BOom., M.L.A 

MEMBER FOR NEDLANDS 

July 16, 1991 

ELECTORATE OFFICE - 
174 HAMPDEN ROAD. 
NEDLANDS. WESTERN AUSTRAL!A'6009 
TELEPHONE: I09 386 3064 
FAX: (09 339 1915 

PARLIAMENT HO SE. 
PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6030 
TELEPHONE: (09 222 7222 
FAX: (02-321 2166 

Mrs Rona McPharlin, 
18 Baraiaba Road, 
CITY BEACH WA 6015 

Dear Mrs McPharlin, 

Jo and I would like to offer our deepest sympathy on the loss of 
your loving husband, Ray. 

Although I did not have a lot to do with Ray politically, he was 
always regarded as a friend and a person prepared to properly 
represent the interests of the rural industry. 

It goes back many years now, but I can still remember Ray as the 
MC at my marriage to Helen, and in that sense I have always seen 
him, not as a politician, but as a part of the family. 

Our prayers are with you as you cope with this loss. 

Yours sincerely, 
4 

/ 

Richard and Jo Court 

I'  

i 

' 

SHADOW MINISTER FOR: Resources Development Mines; Fuel and Energy North West Goldfields 
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SPEAKER OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

PARLIAMENT HOUSE, PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6000 
TELEPHONE: (09) 222 7222 

FAX: (09) 321 2901 

PER213-649 

16 July 1991 

Mrs Roma McPharlin 
18 Baramba Road 
CITY BEACH WA 6015 

Dear Mrs McPharlin 

May I, on behalf of the Officers and staff of the Legislative Assembly, extend to you and 
your children, Glenda, Beverley and Ian, our deepest sympathy at the loss of your husband. 

Ray will be remembered for his valued contribution to the people of Western Australia as 
both the former member for Mt Marshall and Deputy Premier of Western Australia. 

Yours sincerely.  
/ 

/ 

Kr 
MflE BARNEU, MLA 
SPE~KER OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Itf 
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OFFICE OF THE PREMIER 
197 ST GEORGE'S TERRACE. PERTH WESTEPN AUSTRALIA 600-

TELEPHONE: (09 222 9888 TELEX AA 95078 ACS M:E (0E 32 340 

17 July, 1991 

Mrs Rona McPharlin 
18 Baramba Road 
CITY BEACH WA 6015 

Dear Mrs McPharlin 

I would like you to know of the sincere condolences which my 
colleagues and I send to you at this time. 

The loss of such a well-loved man will bring grief to all 
members of the family, but it is hoped that this sadness 
will be eased in the knowledge of the high regard with which 
Ray was held in the community at large. 

During his service as a Member of Parliament and Deputy 
Leader of the Government, he worked tirelessly to improve 
the lot of all Western Australians. 

However, it was his special understanding of the hardships 
and needs of the rural community which proved of great value 
to the government of the day and earned him the friendship 
and respect of his colleagues in the Parliament. 

While words alone cannot ease your family's grief, I am sure 
iation of Ray's love and life will be a the family's apprec  

source of much comfort and pride in the days ahead. 

Please convey my personal condolences to all members of your 
family. 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely 

'C.  

Dr Carman Lawrence, M.L.A. 
PREMIER 
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18 July 1991 

Mrs R McPharlin 
18 Baramba Road 
CITY BEACH WA 6015 

Dear Mrs McPharlin, 

It is with deep regret that I have returned from overseas to read the news 
that Ray passed away. 

Ray's contribution to the people of Western Australia in so many ways is 
acknowledged by all who knew him. In particular, his days as a senior 
member of the State Parliament was spent conscientiously working not only 
for the people of his Electorate but for the whole state. It was a great 
privilege to know and work with him. 

Although words are quite inadequate at a time such as this, I feel you will 
gain some comfort in the knowledge that your many friends are thinking of 
you. 

Yours sincerely, 

CLIVE GRIFFITHS 
President of the Legislative Council 
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SIR CHARLES COURT, A.K., K.C.M.G., O.B.E. 
25th

 FLOOR, 
54 ST GEORGES TERRACE, 

PERTH WA 6000 
GPO SOX P1213 PERTH 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6001 

2?ra 

Mrs R. sIcPli;idjn 
SS Baiarnha Riad 
CITY ;F-CT- ifl] 5 

1 have air ad n:t" d I v.0 n n er.or h svvn - n hv if Ri t  and r; self on '0)L:1 1! 

Hosvever. I fek I should Wr11.0 this note. 

Needless to say we 'c crc both very sad when we knew Ra 's health sas fa11iri2 and nlihouh 

we knew of his severe and dehflii.aling illness, ii neveit.heless is a sad time when the end 

comes. 

Be assured \IOL ma fnends are thinkn of vc;c J uos time. 

I think the numbet of people ho ai.iended the Chuth and Inc ra-- eside from such a widely 

diversified ceciflfl of ihe community speaks for itself about their ven..ine offection fI:lr Ray. 

As I said ci Thursda we all espteOtCd his sine.tiTv and his nTe:1l\ as well as his sileai 

enthusiasm 1 everynit ing he undertook. 

He achieved much - often under great difficulties and adversity - and you and aJi of the 

family van "be -1111-10d of his life and wur. 

We send our inve to viu and other members of the family 

I can oniy reiterare what I said on Thursday. namei. that you -,h!-  :10 not hesi;te n- er in 

touch with me if you feel I can he of help at any lime. ahhou1u I zJ -1(wld imagine 'TIt1r fine 

famflv wril ciVe yOU all he support yOU need both now and in the days ahead. 

Yours sneen Cii. 

TELFHONE OFFICE (0P)481 1446 RESIDENCE(09,38c 1257 FACSIMILE (094 152 
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