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1\IR. MOILER (Toodyay) [5.24 p.m.J: 
This being my maiden speech and the first 
occasion on which I will have Ule privilege 
to address this House, I propose in the 
45-minute, interjection-free period allotted 
to me to take this excellent opportunity 
to raise a number of matte1·s which con
cern the electorate of Toodyay. 

First o! all, however, I would like to 
join with previous speakers and conv;n~tu
late you, Mr. Speaker, on yow· election 
to U1e high office you now hold. I_ woul_d 
also like to congratulate the Prem1er, hts 
deputy, and the Cabinet Ministers on 
their election to their otlices and port
folios. I wish to thank the electo1·s of the 
ToOdyay electorate for their trust and the 
responsibility they have placed in me. and 
I pledge that during the time I am privi· 
leged to sit in this House I shall to the 
best of my ability represent each and 
every member of the Toodyay electorate. 
I will a.lways be conscious of the responsi
bility the position holds, and I pray that 
time will pmve me adequate to the task. 
I would also like to thank my friends 
and Labo1· Party supporters who were 
instrwnental in my winning the recent 
election. 

Finally I would like to thank the otlicers 
and staff of Parliament House who have 
made it as easy as possible for my entry 
into this Chamber since my election. 

The electorate of Toodyay covers many 
hundreds of square miles and contains the 
whole of the Shire of Toodyay, the bulk 
of the Mundaring Shire, and the greater 
portion of the swan Shire; and in these 
shires are many localities. Within the 
localit.ies naturally reside many indivi
duals with problems, problems which on 
a. state basis may be considered to be 
small, but which to those constituents 
concerned are real and major problems. 
Sometimes the problems fall into the cate
gory of nc. scheme wate1· or an inadequate 
supply, no electricity, or, as has been the 
case more recently since the mineral boom, 
the problems affecting some constituents 
have been associated with the fact that 
persons representing mining companies 
and the like have entered their private 
property for the purpose of prospecting. 
Entry to the property has been obtained 
merely by the presentation of a permit-to
enter fo!'Jll. 

On the last point I was pleased to note 
that the Government indicated in the 
Governor's recent Speech that it proposes 
to 1·epeal the Mining Act of 1904 and 
submit a new Act. I am confident that 
at the appropriate time the Minister con
cerned will give due consideration to the 
recommendations made in the report of 
the committee appointed to inquire Into 
the operations of the Minini Act, with 
particular reference to the problems as
sociated with the entry of individuals onto 
private property for the purpose of pros
pecting, and that he will adequately safe
iUard the rights of the private property 
holder. 

Other issues concern my electorate and 
I am anxious to take this oppol'tunity to 
mention some of them. I will refer ftt·stly 
to the possible development of an alumina 
works within the Swan Shire, and the 
associated mining in the Darling scarp; 
and. secondly, to the corridor plan report. 
With regard to the latter subJect I will 
indicate the obvious Ignorance those re
sponsible for the 1·eport must have of the 
Swan Shire area. Thirdly, it is my inten
tion to urge this Government to ade
quately protect but also develop the Avon 
Valley National Park. 

I also suggest to the Government that 
it should make every endeavour to initiate 
a rail commuter service between Northam, 
Toodyay, Swan, Midland, and Perth. 

Mr. Mciver: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MOillER: Of course, I am more 
concerned with a rail service from Toodyay 
as I realise that the member for Northam 
is quite able to advocate the extension to 
Northam. 

The final matter which I have listed
which I wish to develop first--is a matter 
which the previous Government proved 
inadequate to tackle. Its inadequacy has 
contributed, to some degree, to the hard
ship being felt in the rural sector at the 
present time and has resulted in additional 
costs to the consumer. I refer to the 
refusal on the part of the previous Govern
ment to develop regional country abattoirs 
and what, to my mind, has been the waste 
of millions of dollars at the Midland 
Junction Abattoir, which money should 
have been channelled into country estab
lishments. 

In 1961 a group known as the Great 
Southern Abattoirs Ltd. attempted to 
establish an abattoir in the great southern 
region. It had many distinguished direc
tors. the chairman being Mr. William 
Allan Manning. 

Mr. Fletcher: What is the honourable 
member quoting from? 

Mt·. MOILER; I am quoting from the 
prospectus of Great; Southern Abat
toit·s Ltd., which is dated, March, 1961. 
I should like to read just one paragraph 
from the prospectus and, in so dOini, I 
point out that the word "instrumentality" 
which is referred to obviously means 
"abattoir." It says-

Approaches were made to the State 
Government for establishment of a 
Government instrumentality, but these 
were unsuccessful, owing to the fixed 
poUcy of "no expansion of Govern
ment business undertakings." 

It is obvious from that extract that people 
in the Narrogin area of the great south
ern. before attempting to form a co
operative, considered it reasonable for the 
Government to establish an abattoir. 
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However, having received the Govern
ment's ultimatum, or advice, on no expan
sion of Government business undertak
ings, they had to resort to this method of 
establishing an abattoir. The Govern
ment did not give reasons, such as it 
was not feasible to establish an abattoir, 
or that an abattoir was not needed. It 
was merely because of the previous G<>v
ernment's policy of no expansion. Had 
the Govet·nment developed country abat
toirs, or more positively assisted the devel
opment of abattoirs, farmers would be in 
a far better position than they are at the 
present time. Their stock would now be 
slaughtered within the area in which they 
live. It could be slaughtered, inspected, 
and channelled direct to the retail out
let within the metropolitan area. Farmers 
would be receiving a better return for 
their stock than they are at present and 
the consumer would be paying less for 
the meat he is receiving. 

In the past, Governments have given 
lip service to the policy of decentrali
sation. If there is one industry that 
could be decentralised economically and 
sensibly it is the abattoir industry. If 
country abattoir facilities were available 
to farmers, compatible farmers could 
form into small groups and negotiate with 
individual buyers within the metTopolitan 
area. Their stock could be slaughtered, 
inspected, and supplied direct to indi
vidual butchers. It is my contention that 
if we want to control the cost of meat 
to the consumer we must retain the small, 
individual butcher. 

It would eliminate the middle man if 
regional abattoirs were established where 
inspection and every other pt·ocess could 
be carried out. The farmers could then 
channel the carcase meat direct to the 
butchers with whom they have negotia
tions. It may be interesting to mem
bers to learn that at the present time 
no less than one-sixth of the retail mar
ket in the metropolitan area comes under 
the control of one company. The re
mainder could steadily be coming under 
the control of a small number of opera
tors. I believe that if action is not taken 
soon the control of the entire market 
could quite easily come under a few major 
companies. 

If the previous Government had chan
nelled portion of the finance that has 
been spent at Midland into country re
gional abattoirs, farmers would be far 
better off now. In how much higher 
esteem would the Country Party be held 
in country areas had it threatened the 
coalition unless it received industry in 
the country, such as abattoirs! How much 
happier would farmers in Narrogin be now 
if they had a regional abattoir of an 
adequate size! It is my belief that a sec
tion of the Farmers' Union advocate the 
establishment of an abattoir in Chitter
Ing, or nearby. 

The previous Government allowed the 
detel'ioration of the market system at the 
Midland Junction Abattoir, where there 
are 16 export operators, two of whom have 
80 per cent. of the slaughtel'ing facilities 
available to them and the other 14 have 
20 per cent. What happens? The farmer 
sends his stock to Midland. The 14 
operators who have 20 per cent. of the 
slaughter floor facilities available for 
export meat soon buy the number of stock 
they require to fill their quota. The othet· 
two operators at·e left to buy stock to fill 
80 per cent. of the slaughter floor. I am 
not suggesting there would be any collu
sion bctwe::n these two operators, because 
there would not need to be; the previous 
Government had given it to them. 

I would now like to raise the matter 
of the possible establishment of an 
alumina works in the Swan area and 
the mining for bauxite in the Darling 
scarp. This is a proposal which would 
require an expenditure of $180,000,000-
almost as much as this Government pro
vided for last week in the Supply Bill. 
A work force of well over 1,000 men 
would be required dut·ing the course of the 
construction of the project. Once it has 
commenced producing alumina the in
dustry would employ 700 men. 600 at the 
works and a further 100 in the mining 
area. It can be seen that it would be 
an industry of some size and a major 
proposal. As it is a major proposal 
naturally some problems must be asso
ciated with the project. 

There are sure to be advantages and 
disadvantages. It will be this Govern
ment's task to consider these along with 
all the problems which are likely to arise 
fmm the works and the mining before 
committing the State to develop it. I 
believe the Premier and members of the 
Cabinet are in the process of weighing 
up the benefits. I imagine questions 
have been directed to various Govern
ment departments on the advlsa· 
bility or otherwise of setting up a works. 
The answers received will enable the 
Government to make a reasoned judg
ment as to whether the works should or 
should not be established, or should be 
established in one spot or another. 

I personally believe that a works would 
not increase the air pollution problem 
we now have. I am sure the Minister 
concerned would require the works to ac
cept stringent controls before it was es
tablished, if a decision is made to establish 
it. I suggest that stringent controls should 
immediately be placed on many of the in
dustrial plants operating in and around the 
metropolitan area at the present time. One 
works which immediately comes to mind 
which coUld well afford to have some regu
lations placed on It to cover operations 1s 
the Midland Brick Works. 
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It has been suggested that there may 
be a water problem In the area where the 
alumina works may be established. It 1.s 
understandable that people may fear some 
pollution of the water table, not only of 
underground water but also of creeks that 
originate in the area. If the Government 
d!!cides to go ahead with this development, 
I believe it should make sure that there will 
be no pollution of the water In the area 
and it must also guarantee compensation 
to the surrounding farms if the water 
supply upon which farmers now depend for 
irrigation purposes is reduced in any way. 
This could easily be done. The amount 
of water that is available to farms could be 
metered before the works are established 
and if it can later be shown that the supply 
has been reduced to the detriment of the 
farmers concerned, adequate comoensatioo 
should be assured. 

If this development Is given considera
tion by Cabinet, many aspects of it, in a 
draft form, would have to come to Parlia
ment to be ratified. I am sure that at that 
stage we would have ample opportunity 
to discuss the problems we feel might be 
associated with such development. 

With that in mind, I would like to make 
a final comment on this matter. I suggest 
that if this Parliament-and I particularly 
include the other place-genuinely desires 
decentralisation then some of the vast 
reserves of bauxite held by Alwest and Al
coa-so vast that the companies cannot 
calculate how much they have-should be 
taken from those companies and given to 
the Pacminex company on the condition 
that It decentralises Its activities. If the 
margin of profit in regard to this mining 
is such that the company cannot provide 
housing and all the other infrastructure, 
then why cannot the Government provide 
the company with more leases in order to 
decentralise its activities? 

Mr. Speaker, I have also mentioned the 
corridor plan report and it appears to me 
that the Swan Shire has been neglected in 
that report and also in many other ways 
over past years. In speaking about this re
port, I do not propose to debate the ques
tion either for or against corridor plan
ning, but merely to draw the attention of 
members to the fact that it appears the 
only reason given for the absence of a cor
ridor to follow the general direction of the 
present Great Northern Highway is con
tained in three small paragraphs in the 
report. The reason Is virtually that the 
Swan Valley vineyard area must be re
tained; but that is only a small portion of 
the Swan Shire. 

I would like to quote the three para
graphs from the report. As I said, these 
paragraphs are virtually the only reference 

made to the Swan area and give the rea
son for the absence of a ruth corridor run
ning throUgh the Swan Shire. I quote 
firstly from page 15, as follows:-

In the north-west, a corridor fonn Ill 
emerging with the extensive residen
tial development of Hamersley, Whit
ford and Wanneroo. 

It Is proposed to have a corridor running 
through those areas. To continue-

The north-east, though served by 
road and rail routes, has not been 
used for urban purposes because of 
the valuable Swan Valley vineyards ... 

Then on page 16 the report goes on to 
state-

Between the corridor arms lie the 
non-urban areas. 

In this case there is an angle of about 90 
degrees between the arms. To continue-

It is an important aspect of the 
coastal plain that within the Metro
polltan Region, with the exception of 
the Swan Valley, it consists predomin
antly of infertile soils which have only 
proved of limited use for agricultural 
purposes. 

I could not agree more. The third para
graph I would like to bring to the notice 
of members is on page 45. In part, the 
paragraph state~ 

The Swan Valley vineyards are an 
important agricultural asset In the 
Region and should be retained for 
agricultural use. 

Once again, I could not agree more. But 
the point to bear In mind Is that the 
Swan Valley area In which the bulk of 
the grapegrowing country lies is contained 
In that section of land between the Great 
Northern Highway and the West Swan 
Road. Outside of that area there are only 
small pockets of land used for vineyard 
purposes. I suggest that the gentlemen 
responsible for compiling this report never 
got off the West Swan Road or the Great 
Northern Highway, and went no further 
north than Upper Swan. 

The land east of and adjoining the broad 
gauge railway line is of little use to the 
grapegrowing industry. The land consists 
of 10, 20, and 30-acre lots some with vines 
growing, others in which the vines have 
been pulled out, and some where the owners 
are trying to establish some type of 
agricultural pursuit. However, the acre
ages are too small for the owners to 
develop their land Into reasonable agri
cultural pursuits and so they should be 
allowed to subdivide it Into one or two
acre lots. They could then quit the land, 
which Is what the majority of them would 
like to do. By so doing, the vineyard area. 
which is of a high standard would be 
consolidated. I would not like to see the 
vineyards removed, but the development 
of a. corridor with subdivisions and urban 
development In the surrounding area 
would help to consolidate the grapegrowing 
industry. 
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Whilst I am on the subject of the cor
ridor plan report I would llk.e to make it 
perfectly clear that at no staie have I 
considered that the Beechboro area, the 
Santa Maria Downs area, and the Bond 
Corporation land are In any way connec
ted with the corridor plan. In my opinion 
the Beechboro area ls an integral part 
ot the metroPOlitan area and it Ues w1tbln 
six miles of the G.P.O .• Perth. Therefore. 
it should not be considered as part of the 
COlTidor. The area is bounded by Gnangara 
Road In the north and, I think, Victoria 
Road in the south, and It contains ap
proximately 12,000 acres. The land Is 
vacant and I believe it Is held In nine 
ownerships. To my way of thinking lt 
would be a town planner's dream to be 
able to iet to work and plan the develop
ment of that area for the beneftt of the 
people who would eventually live there 
and for the benefit of the State, generally. 

I would Uke to see a socialist Govern
ment strong enough to reswne the land 
with adequate compensation to the pre
sent owners; but if that is not possible I 
would like to see the area developed as 
quickly as possible and by the best method 
available to us. I want to see this land 
developed so that couples can obtain blocks 
of land at reasonable prices upon which 
they may establish homes in the hope 
that one day they may own them. 

I am not satisfied that the present land 
prices are satisfactory. Four years ago 
I purchased a one-acre building block 1n 
Mundaring tor the sum of $1,700. Even 
though recently there has been a recession 
- and I am not denying that land prices 
have steadied-today a similar block ln 
Mundaring would realise approximately 
$4,000; and that block would have no more 
facilities available to it than were available 
in the case of the block I purchased four 
years ago. Yet people would be required 
to pay $2,300 extra for that block for no 
reason at all. They would pay more merely 
because they bought It four years later. 

l do not consider that to be a satisfac
tory position. It the Government is not 
in a position to resume and develop land 
for housing, it should remove the many 
inhibiting factors which at the present 
time prevent reasonable lots of land being 
subdivided by small landholders such as 
those I have already mentioned in the 
Swan Shire area. In that area all the 
facilities are available and lt would only 
be a matter of bringing out a surveyor and 
putting In a few pegs to mark the lots. 
Then people could go ahead and commence 
to build. 

In the Mundarlng area there Is also 
ample land that 1s already serviced. It 
is my belief that the only way ln whlch 
the price of land will be reduced 1s by 
making more land avallable for selection. 

One of the other Issues I propose to 
mention in the time available to me con
cerns the Avon Valley National Park. I 
hope that we will see this park developed 
during the life of this Labor Government. 
It comprises a fauna and tlora reserve and 
a forestry reserve-each of which is con· 
tlguous with the other-totalling 30,000 
acres. and it fs within an hour's drfve of 
Perth. As the population of the metro
politan area and of the State increases. 
we must ensure that we have adequate 
reserves such as this one within easy 
reach of the metropolitan area. I can 
see no great advantage in having reserves 
thousands of miles away from the bulk of 
the Population. Granted, those reserves 
are obviously of some benefit to the State, 
but I think we must reserve land close to 
the metropolitan area where the bulk of 
our population Uves, so that people can 
get away from the rat race during the 
weekend and take their families for a 
drive through the natural settlne- of parks 
such as the Avon Valley National Park. 

I would like to see strategic areas of 
that park fenced off so that a game re
serve could be established. Also, the flora 
and fauna. which are rapidly disappearing 
from the area could be re-established ln 
a.n endeavour to make them tiourlsh. The 
roads through the park should be upgraded, 
but I think there should be only one entry 
and only one exit, which should be manned 
at appropriate tlmes to ensure that the 
very small minority which seems always 
to spoil things !or the majority is k:ept in 
check. 

I suggest that a watering point for 
emus and .kangaroos shoUld be estab
lished alongside the standard gauge line, 
because this would be an added att.rac
tion for people travelling on the broad 
gauge. They could anticipate seeing 
some kangaroos watering close to the 
ratlway whilst making their journey to 
and from the Eastern States. 

I would also suggest that a. rail com
muter service through Toodyay, the Swan 
district, and Midland to Perth should be 
established. I do not consider this to 
be an .Illogical suggestion. Toodyay lS a 
town that has been bypassed bY time in 
recent years. Nevertheless, it 1s a town 
that llas all the facUlties necessary to 
accommodate a large population. It is 
situated a little more than an hour's 
travel from Perth. The Government 
shoUld make it attractive for people to 
live in outlying areas and wherever pos
s.ible-as It ls In Toodyay-provide public 
transport from these areas to the 
metropolis. Rete again, the broad gauge 
line could be used for the est-ablishment 
of such a commuter service, thus enabling 
peol>le who live 1n outlying areas to travel 
to their places of employment in the 
metropolitan area within a reasonably 
short time. 
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If the Government does go aloni with 
the proposal to establish the alumina 
refinery in the Swan district, the provi
sion of a commuter rail service through 
this district might not only be feasible, 
but also prove to be quite necessary; 
because to run a railcar from Toodyay 
to the site of the proposed area of min
ing development would be more rapid 
than if one were to travel from most 
parts of the metropolitan area, even from 
Midland, to the mining area. The same 
could be said in regard to travelling from 
Toodyay by rail on the broad gauge Une 
to the proposed site of the alumina works. 

Therefore, in making such a suggestion, 
I consider that it is quite feasible that 
such a proposal could come about. Many 
issues which affect the Toodyay electorate 
I will not mention tonight, but during 
all the times that are made available to 
me in the future I shall raise them in 
this House. I can assure members. and 
Ministers in particular, that I will never 
be guilty of falling to advocate a policy 
in support of the p~ople of the Toodyay 
electorate at every opportunity afforded 
me. 

MR. BLAIKIE <Vasse) [6.04 p.m.): I 
appreciate the opportunity, Mr. Speaker, 
to speak in this House on the Address
in-Reply debate; and at the out-set I offer 
you my congratulations on your appoint
ment to your most important omce. As 
a member of the Opposition I would also 
like to offer my congratulations to the 
members of the Government and the 
Premier because they have a very hard 
road ahead of them and I wish them suc
cess in their labours. 

Today, speaking for the first time, 
I have an overwhelming feeling of 
the tremendous responsibility that the 
people of Vasse have placed in me, but 
this is a challenge I accept. It Is atrord
ing me an opportunity to acknowledge 
the work done by the previous member 
for Vasse. The Hon. Stewart Bovell, who 
ts now the Agent-General for Western 
Australia in London. Mr. Boven was 
elected to Parliament as the member 
for sussex in 1947, and subsequently, in 
the Brand Government was the Minister 
for Lands, Forests, and Immigration. I 
offer my respects to a man who was a true 
representative of the people. 

As I have already said, Mr. Bovell Is 
at present in London representing this 
State and I congratulate the Government 
of the day for making that appointment. 
I have no doubt that the dignity and 
traditions that go with this oftice are in 
the most capable hands of a man who Is 
not unkindly known as the Squire of 
Vasse. 

The Address-in-Reply debate allows a 
member to speak on a variety of subjects 
and tonight I intend to draw the atten
tion of the House to various elements in 

the Vasse electorate and, in particular, 
to decentralisation as it atrects the in
dustries that are at present operating 
there. However, before I go on, I would 
be remiss if an acknowledgment was not 
made of Western Australia's remarkable 
achievement of reaching a population of 
1,000,000. For this State to emerge from 
the doldrums that were experienced in 
the mid-1950s to the position It is In to~ 
day is something quite remarkable. To 
continue this expansion rate and main~ 
tain the confidence of the people will be 
a challenge to the Government. I am 
quite sure the people of the Vasse elec
torate will be looking to the Government 
to ensure that this confidence is main
tained. 

The Vasse electorate lies almost com
pletely within the boundaries of t.he 
Augusta-Margaret River and Busselton 
Shire Councils and a wide diversity of 
industries are practised. It Is favoured 
by a climate probably sP.cond to non~ in 
Western Australia, and I believe in the 
years ahead it will be acknowledged as 
the playground of Western Australia. I 
spoke earlier of decentralisation and one 
of the first aspects I wish to bring before 
the House relates to the dairying industry. 
This is en industry that is decentralised 
and certainly requires some assistance 
from both inside and outside the industry. 

In past years dairying has been the 
major source of income to the majority of 
farmers in the south-west. Statistics in 
the 1969-70 returns show that the Augusta
Margaret River and Busselton Shire 
Council areas produced dairy products of 
a volume that was bettered only by the 
Harvey Shire area. 

In the combined shire areas the total 
in terms of whole-milk production-and 
this is even more significant when one 
takes into account that the area I have 
spoken of is dry land farmed-was as 
follows:-

gals. 
Augusta-Margaret River-

Busselton 10,115,818 
Harvey area 12,193,916 

This is a tremendous achievement. How
ever, with falling prices butterfat producers 
have been forced to diversify to other forms 
of agriculture and this diversification is 
continuing. 

Today we can look at the tragic situa
tion that faces the farmers in this area 
who changed from butterfat production to 
sheep. I certainly hope the current beef 
prices wiil be maintained because it would 
be catastrophic if those farmers who are 
engaged in the production of beef are 
placed in the same position as sl}eep 
farmers. 

In my opinion the dairying industry con
sists of three sect.ions; namely, the butter 
fat section, the whole-milk section, and 
the manufacturing section. I believe that 
the manufacturers have not played ball 


