
jballantyne
Highlight











224 (ASSEMBLY.) 

stllm•e. I l>nderi1and th~y were estabUshed 
•rlt!l the cbjeet of directly benefiting the 
man on tlte land. I caanot &ee that they 
have fulfilled their o\jett. 

The Minit1tt1r for Railways: Yn, they 
have. 

Mr. BROWN: No. t wiU tell tbe Honsto 
how the farmers have b~n deceived. I bave 
seen the hms. 

)fr. Cheasnn: What would tbey be paying 
for their imph:menb to·da~,· bnt for tho'IO 
workal 
~r. BROWN: I know Q. mon in th<! ¥ e>rlt 

distrkt v.hu bou~otht 011 olll hnnestPr nr a 
Fnle. He hacl th<' whet'ls, tbe axle nnd 1•art 
of the frnm<'. It wos simUur to a St~tE' 
mal'hinP, anc1 be, therefore, o.skett the ~tnt<' 
Implem<'ut Works to send him up soml' 
parta, in<.'lucling a \\"innowrr. ThP pari~ 
~·Amt' up, upd with tbem a hill for no IP!(.'I 
a >~Om th:~n ~!laO. Tbnt iR ho•~ tbe wnrk'l 
hdJ' the farmer. 

Ho11. N. W. :'ltunsit>: Did th~>y sell him n 
hou~<e ~~~ w~>ll? 

:.11-. BJWW::O.:: No. 
Ron. S. W. ~unsic: 'rhc\· mu11t llDn• 

done 8(). • • 

lfr. Cho~on: Wh3t was the bill forf 
:'llr. BROWX: For tbt> pnrtR. Tltis farmer 

found 011t artPrworda that the parh were 
usel<>ss. Tie nsk('d thE~ works to tnke tlHlm 
!tnck, ant1 they replied tbnt they could not 
do !IO. They finally ngyePd to tah them 
bMk, anil thP fnrmer lost £/5 ovPr tbe d!'al. 
He wn'i glad to get out of it at that tigurP. 

The )flnister for RniiWllY!I: lie could 
havp I{Ot a ne,., machine for lt>Sa than tlu~t. 

)fr. JJROWN: The impl!'mPotll turnt•d out 
hy the ~tate ore not of the same tjuali~· a.~ 
those that come from the J.Jnstl'rn ~tntcs. 

Licut .. Col Denton: They are. 
:\£r. BROW~: No. ~o farmer •vill talte 

a S(&tP hant'Ster if he r.nn p;et tmotht~r. 
They a1e not turning out one piece of 
moohinl'ry that the tanner would takr if 
hP rould get anything else. 

"!lfr. Corhoy: I know ma:ny fanners who 
take State implements in t>referPncc to 
others. 

:\fr. DROWN: nut Pnder whnt I'Oilllition~ 
DTI' they to king them! 

:\Ir. Cor boy: They tan buy in any ether 
murket th•y lib. 

llr. BROW~: 1 am ttlnd to bear that. 
TheN! is no dooht that the worb RT<' not 
turning out machines 1111 good &II they ou~ht 
to do. 

Kon. S. W. )funsie: Th<'y m:lkt• the brst 
pl<m~h on thl' rruukt't. 

)fr. 'BROWX: Xr.. 
~fr. SPF:A KER: Order I 
)fr. FROWN': Prob:ihl\' if the works f!m· 

rlny .:nod m~hanics they may he ablt' to 
tnrn ont J!OC.'I marhinL'r.'·· Of what u~to ,re 
thl' wnrb tn thl' fannPr or thl' Statl', !I('Pin~ 
tht>t thPv nrP heinl!: rnn at a loss~ 

)fr. Panton: \\"hnt ..-ould happen to the 
f:lrml'r& but for the fart tbat the works are 
politing the imt~letnt'nt industryf 

TJirllt.·Cnl. Dt>nton: Wt> &TP law-abiding 
l'itizl'n!l; wl' ito not ht'!'t! poli(.ing. 

llr. DROW:->: 1 will now rpfer to ;4t:lte 
hott>ls. 

~ir. .P~ton: That is tbe atuft. 
~r. BROW:S: I can eee no use for State 

hotels. Hna t,ny 8tate hotel aaiated ia tht 
dev~lopmeut Qf tbe dlstrlet In whieh it baa 
been established f 

Hon. A. W. :Munsle: YM, at times. 
~fr. BROW:S: lt left alone, prh·ate en· 

tl'rltril!e would soon have auppllt>d the w:mt, 
it It exilted. The Government plck out tile 
eyes of every town, and establish a h(ltel 
wherever mont>y is to be made. They IU'e 
trading on booze. Is that deairablo t 

Hon. S. W. 'Munsie: Would any pri,·ate 
im\hidual have ereded n hotel at Cor~i~in 
or K "'oily in 1 

-:lfr. BROW:\: One can get no bettt'r 
accommodation at the Statt> hotel than in 
nny othPr hotrl. 

:.\!r. ('orboy: And you do not pay more. 
'!IJr. BROWS: There is a tendency at 

Stat<' hotels to put as many beds ae pos· 
sibl~ into onr room. 

:'\Ir. C'orboy: Of course til at aort of thing 
does not occur in a 111h·nte hott·l. 
~h. BROW:>:: I will toll the Rouse what 

happened to me at a State hotel. I asked 
for n bed, and was told there was only one 
It-ft. Behind me there was a man with hia 
wife and cllild \vbo also wanted accoi:DIDO· 
dation, but they were told there waa no bed 
for them, and no effor t was made to put 
tham up. They were told they could get 
beds wherever they liked. l!owever, I wen~ 
to my room. I discovered in one bed a man 
almost on the verge of D.Te., and in an
other bt>d a man who seemed, from his con
dition, to be on the point of dying. Mem
bers may imagine wbat I bad to put up 
with that nigbt. 

The Minister for Railways: Ditt you look 
undt>r the bed? 

)1 r. BROW1\ : That kind of thin~ ball 
never occurred to me in a. private hotel. 
One ~t·ea men hllllging around State hotels, 
spt>niling t>\·ery shilling thtty have, making 
no attempt at thrift, and in tbeir old age · 
they will llave to go to the Old lfen 'a 
Home antl be kept by tbe State. Othc>r men 
~·ho aret• thrifty and den,· themse)-.:<.>!1 are 
the very people who wili have to assist 
in the :oupport o£ th('Se spendthrifts. On 
bt>hnlf of all conscientious objectors I claim 
tbnt the Rta.te should not entt>r into this 
realm of comm<'Tt'P. I atn not a prohibi· 
tionist h,y any mt•ans, but in :tll houc.>sty 
I daim that the State should ne\'cr bal"e 
ventured into this bu!!iness. We thought 
when the State Sa'lmlills wt>re established 
that we would gt>t clleapt>r timber. That 
hall not prol"ed to be the case. 

)Jr. C'orboy: Tht• )ate Governmttnt joint'~! 
tht' monopoly. That i.!l why you <'lllln\lt eet 
<>hc>ap timbt>r. 

:\fr. BROW:\: If that is so, I hOJlt' the 
pte!'E.'nt Govt>rnmPnt will Vf!'ry qniekly wreck 
thP monopoly. 

~r. ('orboy: WP ha,·e done so. 



Mr. BROW~: I have been buying from 
the State Sawmills, and have to pay 5s. 
a buodred feet more for my timber sines 
the Labour Government have eome into 
office. That is how they have WJeclted the 
monopoly. In my trade aa a wagon buildeJ' 
I find it impouible to build wagons. I lrill 
show tbe House how some of our Govern· 
ment institutions patronise loeal industry. 
I inow of one department that eaJied for 
tenders for C('t"tain articles that arc made 
by the 8tate. Tt wished the loeal producers 
to cut eaeb other's throats so that it might 
ascertain bow cheaply it could procure those 
nrticl('s. Xo doubt the State Implement 
Work!! 1 ut in a tender, but it will be fonnd 
that they do not makt• rmy of the!lt' veb.irle~. 
1;'nlfer the ('rC!sent system of working it is 
impo•sible for th<'m to do so. Of what use 
arP the State Tmplem<'nt Works to the man 
on the land? Probahl;r they go in for other 
~entnres, of whi~h I know nothing. Any 
man enn compete against the State- in the 
huihlin~t of wagons. If that were all the 
competition we hnd to face we would have 
nothing to fear. The State <>annot turn out 
a wagon as cheaply or aa Wl'll as can a pri· 
vate firm. If the State Implement Wot"ks 
and the Sawmills are working at a loss, 
of what Ull(' are they to the Statef 

The ).1inister for Railwavs: Have vou 
looked at the balance sbeetsf ' 

Mr. BROW X: Thou Randa of pounds of 
beautiful timber are allowed to go up in 
smoke every year. 

?oft". Wilson: That is a reflection on the 
Conservatm:- of Foresta. 

Mr. BROW~: If that timber were sold 
at rt>asonable rates it could be 11sed for 
shed construetion or other us~>ful purposes, 
if it were known to hi' available, Aa things 
are, however, it is all wasted. 

Mr. Wilson: That is not so. 
Mr. HROW:'>.': Thl' member for Pilbara 

(Mr. Lamond) ad\·ocated the establishment 
of State stores. Wbere arE' we ~oing to 
draw the Jinet 

The Minister for Rail ways : We should 
always do what we ean to pre\"ent the people 
being robbt'd. 

).lr. Stubbs: J will sell my store at a 
reasonable price. 

!\lr. BROWN: He gave tls inst:ln~t's of 
what prites were eh&rl?:l!d at Marble Bar, 
a!ld compared them with the prires in 
Perth. Jfp said nothing about thP freight 
to !\larhle Bar, or thl' book dehtll the store· 
keC'pPrs T ill'd up there. The State win soon 
find nut wl•at will happen if they start ont 
in this bueini'S!I. 

)fr. ('bp~~on: Wllat abOUt the prii'P9 that 
are ~har~ed tbe prospector out back for ex· 
plo!!iVP~' 

~fr. RROW)l": ThP m.-mber for Menzies 
(~fr. Panton) eomparPrt the eba.rges made 
unon l':tTJln!!iVP~ with thn!IE! made upon 
snpl'l'. How many train lonrts wouhl it 
takP to earry all thP Pxplo~iv~ that are 
ll•PI\ in one yf'ar, and how many to bring 
bat>k tirE' r•roduct thereon A motoJ' Cllt 
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could carry the lot. Supt>rphosphate is the 
mainstay of the man on the land. 

:\Ir. P11.nton: The more you ta.rry on the 
railways the more you lose. 

Mr. BROW X: See what we ~~:et baek, in 
an indirel!t way through carrying llllper 
over the railway11! It ie a means of bring
ing many thousands of poundli wortll of 
e:1trn 1 rt-i gbt to the rail v. ay 11yaten1. There 
is uo heth•r policy a Government could 
adopt for tbf' encouragement of the agri
cultural industry than the carriage of super 
at a low rate. 

Ml". Cor boy: Why do you ob.ieet to 
haetnre being carried at a low rat<>1 

~lr. Panton: The more train lo:uls of 
su(.er you run tbP grt>ater is the lo98. 

)Jr. BROW X: The railways arran;:e to 
carry goo1b at a cheapH rate !luring cer. 
tain portionB of the year for the liake of tire 
bn~k loading. 

Mr. Panton: \Ve are only ::r~kin~ for tt.o 
same t'onrea~ion for the mining indust•y. 

)Jr. RROWX: Th<' fanning industry 
will be still in t'Jtistenre when therP ill no 
I onger any mining. Our rail ways, it is said, 
are not paying. Probably they do p!!.y 
during ~ertain months of tb~ ye:u. flo"· 
ever, the only way Wl' c11n make our ratJ. 
ways 11ay is by eneouragiog prodnetlon. 

)lr. Xorth: Llll!t year the raihl"ays 
showed a profit. 

)lr. BROW"S: If it wt-:re not for the 
produeta grol\·n by the farmer, the raih•l!ys 
would be ' 'bun g. ' ' 

:lJr. C1ie!lsOJt: The wool and stoek from 
the- ~fur<•hison m11ke the railways pay. 

)fr. BROWN: Those things are nil 
agricultmal produ<!h, Fo:r my part I •·en
tu:rc to say that m~e is being sent away 
now from PingeJly, in mo.ey •·alue, ~ilnn 
ever bt>fore. 

The )finister for Railway~: Timber is 
the mainstay of the railways. 

lfr. BROWN: Yes, and very often floe 
freight on thf. timber eosta mcne tbun the 
timbc>r itself eosm to pro~uee. Railway 
rates sboold be redueed. At an eYeo1tA, I 
hope the rates on farlll products will not he 
raised. I tUl'n !\OW to the policy of the 
Gol'"ernment. One of tile :fint thing& Min· 
isters did was to introduee the 44·houJ' 
week. I call en~ eon~lude that that w>ts " 
party movP. Ministl'r~ know the thing j~ 
not as it ought to be. I do not blame them 
for the fact that, in order to 11:et l"OtPa, 
tbPy promised ou the hustings Q uninrsal 
44-boor wt>rk. I am open to bP eorreeted. 
br1t T believe the 44-hour wef'k on the rnil· 
ways Mil to be done in five and a-half days. 
That is a thing I know the workers do not 
want. Tl1ey want to work the 44 honrs in 
fi.,.e iln)·~. and go away and earn I Os. from 
11 farmer on the othl'r dav. 

!\fini!!terial Members: -Ob! 
)fr. BRO~: The t"ailwny emplo3'et>R 

are vPry hard-worlrin~ m!'n, hut onlv dnr· 
ing four month~ of tht" year hAve· those 
mf'll th<' ()pportunity to \VOrk to their· full 
cnpaci.ty. They are now reeeivin~ 48 ho•trs' 
pay for 44 boars ' work. Later in the year. 
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bowPwr, tbty will be workiDg 48 hours ann 
more, and they will be working the extra 
hours at overtime rates. That is whore the 
sl1ot will plneh, and the country wiU suffer. 
We all ought to realief that a fair dny 'a 
pa;\' is worth :l fair <lay 18 work. 

::O.fr. Panton: A no9el ob<!enation. 
~r. BROW::-l: Recently I aav.• two men 

painting a lamp post. Having no other 
lnmp post to go to, tbey made tb:J.t one 
liiDll' po~t lnat hnlf a day. . 

:\fr. l'orho\': That was duP not to short· 
age of men "but to ahort:oge of lamp !>Q!>tll. 
Wher<' ls t.hat lamp po!!t! 

:\fr. "'BROWX: Not very far from where 
1 I!~P. J know, hteauae on that day I was 
working Mlow mp~lf. The eost of living iR 
a ...:ery serious probl<'m. At present I lmve 
to buy everytbtn~ I UIK' in my houat>hold: 
but for 20 yeara, living on o. faTm, I had 
my own mt>at and gri.<ltPd my own ftour aml 
hnd my own butter and eggs, and 110 t"orth. 
But now that I Jive in town l ha'i:P to buv 
everything T use; and I say atrai~~:ht ou"t 
tbat a man living in town t'annot kt!j>p a 
family on less than £5 a WeE>k. 

:\fr. Panton: You arl' supportin~t the 
ball!<' wa~te. 

)fr. BROWN: How can we decrease the 
I!Os~ of 1iving1 Only by enr.ouraginJ:t pro· 
do('tion as muen as possible. Let the 
people in tbe South-West g7ow nll tbe 
potatoes and onio11a they po93ibly ca.n. Tbe 
old lnw of supply and demand will c?me 
in. Prices will rule according to whether 
tlu• demand is not equal to the supply, or 
ti>E' supply 11ot equal to the demand. 'l'he 
fnnll<'r should be encooroged to grow nn 
thP whent and stock poRsible. 

:\fr. Cotboy: If 6s. a husbl'l will not en· 
courage tho farmer, what willf 

)fr. Latham: Wllere does the farmer 
f!,et 611. t 

)fr. Corbo~·: That ill thP priCP to·dtly. 
)fr. R'ROWX: Thl' prirc> of whPllt ct'r· 

tninly haa gone up, and th<> first cry in thP 
town was. "We want Stnte flour mills &nll 
St·att' bak('ries." Surely townspeople do 
not l!rud~t' the farmrr his little incrE'tt~. 
Tht> neragr return of wbea~- for the State, 
a<'t'ordinp; to the meml:ier for Toodyay 
()fr. Lind~ny), is only 11.14- bu!!hels. ~omr 
of the farmers ~ot only 6 or 8 bu,hrls lnat 
season. 

Tht> Minister for Lands: Your :ugnmrnt 
dO<'S not apply to tbP potato gro«c.>r, be· 
ca\l!Ot' when too ulany potatoes are l!rO\nl 
thl' price falls nnd the grower goes ~bort. 

!\Tr. BROWN: We have landa whiah will 
grow potatoes splendidly. At Kendenup, 
for which I hope the Go"rernment will do 
somPtbing e\"en though tlle property is in 
the hands of the debentnrt' 'holders, tht>rt' 81'<' 
stiJJ 60 people growing products of the kind 
required to reduce the rost of living. Those 
Kendenup aetllers ean grow splendid pro
<luotR, and the Kendenup dehydrator, the 
onl"' plant of its kind in Western Australia 
or · JlE'rhaps in Australia, will enab1t> tbO!Ie 
product! to he rarrled even to the North· 
Weet-svell things as potatoet, earrota, and 

turuips. The dehydrator can cope with all 
the output of Kendenup, and that of &d· 
joining rroup settlers as 1\'ell. In the in· 
terests of the country tbt> Kendenup settlers 
should be kept there and tbe land bought 
from tbe dehenture holders at r1 reasonable 
price. 

The )1inister for Land~: That is . the 
point. 

:\fr. BROW~: The Kt>ntlenltJ• settlers are 
quite willin~ to acce_Pt :ill!) or JOO acres and 
put them under d:nrying and intense cui· 
ture. Th<'y are positive they enn mnkt> a 
fair li\·ing nt Kendenup in thnt way. ~fen 
who yut moneY into Kendenup arc now 
v.-bcl'hog mnt'k in h:urows. Surely they nr~ 
good men whom we ought to ke('p iD WeRt· 
<'rn .\ustrnlia! Thf'rt'fore the Go...:ernment 
should eithrr pur<'hn•e K<'ndt>uup or arrange 
for the (•ontinu(•c\ \\'Orkin~ of the propt'rt~·. 

:lfr. C'lytltadale: Thf' late Government 
<·ould not l•uy Kt-nnenup. 

:\fr. Cht>sson: Kendenup ''"as a gambit>. 
:llr. HROWN: You saicl you wf're 11 Jt&m· 

hlrr, heeause mining i~ a g11rnble. 
)tr. SPEAKER : I m11>~t rerJurst a eessa· 

tion of intf'rruptions, ao•l the hon. membt'r 
mu!lt nddn•R.> the f'hnir. 

:IIr. BROWX : Goinlt' ou the land is not 
a gamble but a life of privation until 
sn~h time as the settler makes a li\'ing. We 
must. look to the man on the land to pull 
this State out of the mire. For that reason 
I Mrnestly plead to the Gon-rnment t'hat 
tbl'Y give the man on the land all posslble 
l'OIISi<Jeration. T promise tO gl\'(' the pres~nt 
GovernmPllt all the support in my power. 
I Tt>alise that Ministers are nduatt'tl hy tht> 
hPQt inttntions. 'Their actions np to d:>tt' 
lla\'e pron•d ('Onelusivply thnt the Adminis· 
tration is not untal!;onistle to thP m:ID on 
thP l:lnd. 

:ITjuisterial ){Pmbers: Hear, hear! 
::\lr. BROWX: I havp <·onsitlcretl mvself 

.iu!ltified in voieiug my oviniull~ .... ,-,·i·t ..... 
sul•jects. r llor·(' that as timP J!O<'!i on !\fi.n
i!lter:. w·ill realise the fon·e of nt\" atlvict• 
to them: "Do all )·ou po!l.'lil:ly eaiJ to art· 
\'O.nct- our primary i.nd\llltrie:<. '' 

:Ur. \OR ROY (Yils:arn) [8.1:!): Tbe 
mollt pressiug ~I~Atter for the consideration 
of the Gowrnwt•Pt alld of this House 
is the State's financial position, be· 
cause that position mnet i.Jievitably 
aft'ed ewry at·th·it.v o£ gowrnmeut, and 
ewn to som<> extent c:oust> modifications of 
t hP Go'i:ernment 's programme aud their de· 
ll1res. Our finant·ial position is sn~b :·~ 
nmst occasion gtO'I'l' l"Oilctrn to all wl1o ba\·e 
the interPst ~ of the St:ltP at heart. I was 
SODlt'What ili!<Bppoiute<l to IE'llm during tbi11 
debate tbo.t onr loan po!l!!ibilitit-J< nri.> to he 
limitPd bv the ('omn1onwt>:1.lth. \\bill' I 
a_gr<>e as to it.'l ht-ing und('siruble that tb(' 
Federal authorities sbo••ld t.nk:r r.ontrol of 
our acth·itirs as they do, and ATt' en<lNn-our · 
iug to do in many direction~. anot whiiP T 
agree that it i" unilesir:~b1(' thP Common· 
wenltb sboul•l interft>r<> "'itb Wt'lltl'rn Au~· 
tralia 's soverE'is::n rights, r ~gret that. 


