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stanve. I understand they were established
with the object of directly benefiting the
man an the land. 1 cannot eee that they
have fulfilled their objeet.

The Miniater for Railways: VYes, they
ave,

Mr. BROWN: No. T will tell the Honse
how the farmers have been deceived. I have
secn the hilla,

Mr. Chesson: What would they be paying
for their implements to-day bnt for thowo
worka?

MMr. BROWN: I know o mon in the York
district who bought na okl harvester ar a
sale. IHe had the wheels, the axle nnd part
of the frame. It was similur to a State
machipe, and be, therefore, asked the State
Implement Works to send him up some
parts, including a winnower. The parls
came up, und with them a hill for no lews
a2 sum than €250, That iz how the works
help the farmer.

Hon. 8, W, Munsie: Did they sell him a
house ay well?

Mpr. BROWN: No.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie:
done Bo,

Mr. Chesson: What was the bill forf

Mr, BROWXN: Tor the parta, This farmer
found out afterwards that the parts were
ugeless. e nsked the works to take them
back, and they replied that they could not
do so. They finally agreed to take them
back, and the farmer lost £75 over the deal.
He was glad fo get out of it at that figure.

The Minister for Railwavs: He conld
have got a new machine for less than that.

Mr. HROWN: The implements turned out
hy the Btate are ot of the same guality as
those that come from the Fastern States.

Licut.-Col. Denton: They are.

Mr. BROWN: No. No farmer will take
a Btate harvester if he can get another.
They are pot turning out one piece of
machinery that the farmer would take if
he could get anything else.

Mr. Corhoy: I know many farmers who
take State implements in preference to
others.

Mr. BROWX: But rnder what conditions
are they taking them?

Mr. Corboy: They ean buy in any other
market they like,

Mr. BROWN: T am glad to hear that.
There is no donht that the works are uot
tnn&ing out machines as grood as they ought
to do.

Hon. §. W, Munsie: They make the best
plongh on the market.

AMr. BROWN: Ng.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, BROWN: Probahly if the works em-
play gond mechanies they may he able to
tnrn ont gocd machinery. OFf what use are
the works to the farmer or the State, secing
thot they mre heing rim at a loss?

Mr, Panton: What would happen to the
farmers but for the fact that the works are
politing the implement industry?

Licut.-Col. Denton: We are law-abiding
citizens; we do not need policing.

b

They must hove
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Mr. BROWN::
hotels,

Mr. Papton: That is the stuff.

Mr. BROWN: I can see no use for State
hotels. Has any Btate hotel assisted in the
development of the distriet in whieh it bhas
been established?

Hon, 8. W. Mungie: Yes, at times.

Mr. BROWN: If left alome, private en-
terprise would scon have supplied the want,
if it existed. The Government pick out the
eyeg of every town, and establish a hotel
wherever money is to be made. They are
trading on booze, Is that desirable?

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Would any private
individual have erected n hotel at Corrigin
or Kwollyin?

Mr. BROWXN: One can get uo better
accommodation at the State hotel than in
any other hatel,

Mr, Corboy: And you do not pay more.

Mr. BROWX: There is a tendcoey at
State hotels to put as many beds as pos-
gible into ome room.

Mr. Corboy: Of course that sort of thing
does not oceur in a private hotel,

Mr. BROWN: T will tell the House what
happened to me at a State hotel, I asked
for a bed, and was told there was only one
left, Behind me thére was a man with his
wife and child who alzso wanted accommo-
dation, but they were told there was no
for them, and no effort was made to put
tham up, They were told they eould get
beds wherever they liked. However, I went
to my room. I discovered in one bed a man
almost on the verge of D.Te, and in an-
other bed a man who seemed, from hip con-
dition, to be on the point of dying. Mem-
bers may imagine what I had to put up
with that night.

The Minister for Railways: Did you look
under the bed?

Mr. BROWN: That kind of thing bas
never occurred to me in a private hotel
One sces men hanging around State hotels,
gpending every shilling they have, making
no attempt at thrift, and in their old age -
they will have to go to the Old Men's
Home and be kept by the State. Other men
who aree thrifty and deny themselves are
the very people who will have to assist
in the support of these spendthrifts. On
behalf of all conecientions objectors I claim
that the Btate should not enter into this
realm of commerce. I am not & prohibi-
tionist hy sny means, but in sl houesty
1 claim that the State ghonld never have
ventured into this business, We thought
when the State Sawmills were eatablished
that we would get cheaper timber, That
bar not proved to he the case.

Mr. Corboy: The Jate Government joined
the monopoly, That iz why you eanuot get
cheap timber.

AMr. BROWN: If that is so, I hope the
present Government will very quickly wreck
the monoapoly.

Mr, ¢orboy: We have done so.

I will now refer to State
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Mr. BROWN: T have been buying from
the State Sawmills, and have to pay bBs.
a hundred feet more for my timber ainece
the Labaur Government have eome into
office. That is how they have wrecked the
monopoly. In my trade as a wagon builder
I find it impossiblé to build wagons. I will
show the House how some of onr (lovern-
ment institutions patromise local industry.
I know of one department that called for
tenders for certain articles that are made
by the State. Jt wished the loeal producers
to cut each other’s throats so that it might
aseertain how cheaply it conld procure those
articles. No doubt the State Implement
Works jut in a tender, but it will be found
that they do not make any of these vehirles.
TUnder the present system of working it is
imposgible for them to do so. Of what use
are the State Tmplement Works to the man
on the land? Probably they go in for other
ventures, of which T know nothing. Any
man ean compete against the State in the
building of wagons. TIf that were all the
competition we had te face we would have
nothing to fear. The State cannot turn out
a wagon as cheaply or as well as ean a pri-
vate firm. If the State Implement Works
and the Sawmills are working st a loss,
of what use are they to the State?

The Minister for Railwavs: Have you
looked at the balance sheeta?

Mr., BROWX: Thousands of pounds of
beawntiful timber are allowed to po up in
smoke every year.

Mr., Wilgon: That is a refiection on the
Conservator of Forests.

Mr. BROWN: If that timber were sold
at reasonable rates it could be used for
shed construetion or other useful purposes,
if it were known to ba available. Ag things
are, however, it is all wasted.

Mr. Wilson: That is not so.

Mr. BROWN: The member for Pilbara
(Mr. Lamond)} advocated the establishment
of Btate stores. Where are we poing to
draw the linet?

The Minister for Railways: We should
always do what we can to prevent the people
being robbed.

Mr. Stubbs: T will sell my store at a
reagonable price.

Mr. BROWN: He gave as instances of
what priees were eharped at Marble Bar,
and compared them with the prices in
Perth. He said nothing about the freight
to Marhle Bar, or the book dehts the store-
kecpery yiled op there. The State will soon
find out what wilt happen if they start out
in this business.

Mr. Chesann: What about the prices that
are charged the prospector out back for ex-
plosives?

Mr. RROWXN: The memher for Menzies
(Mr. Panton) compared the charges made
unon explosives with those made upen
super. How many train loads would it
take to earry all the explosives that are
need in one vear, and how many to bring
baek the produet thereofy A motor ear

225

could earry the lot. Superphosphate is the
mainstay of the man on the land.

My, Panton: The more you earry on the
railwaye the more youn lose.

Mr. BROWN: See what we get baek, in
an indirect way through carrying super
over the railways! It is a means of bring-
ing many thousands of pounds worth of
exirn ireight to the railway system. There
is no better policy a Goveroment could
adopt for the cneouragement of the agri-
cultural industry than the carriage of super
at a low rate.

Mr. Corboy: Why do you objeet to
fracture being carried at a low ratel

Mr. Panton: Tlhe more train loads of
super you run the greater is the loss.

Mr. BROWXN: The railways arrange to
carry gooils at a cheaper rate during cer-
tain portions of the year for the sake of tle
back loading.

Mr. Panton: We are only asking for fhe
same eoncession for the mining industry.

Mr. BROWN: The farming icdustry
will be still in existenee when there is no
longer any mining. Our reilways, it is said,
are not payving. Probably they do pay
during certain months of the yenr. How-
ever, the only way we can wmake our rail.
ways pay is by eneouraging prodaection,

Mr. North: Last year the railways
showed a profit.

Mr. BROWN: If it were not for the
prodnets grown by the farmer, the railways
wounld be ‘‘bung.’’

My, Chessow: The wool and stock from
the Murchison make the railways pay.

Mr. BROWN: Those things are all
agricnitural products. For my part I ven-
ture to say that more is being sent away
now from Pingelly, iz momey value, tianp
ever before.

The Minister for Railways:
the msainstay of the railways,

Mr. BROWN: Yes, and very often the
freipht on the timber costs moze than the
timber itself costs to produee. Railway
rates shonld be redueed. At all eveats, I
hope the rates on farm products will not he
raised. I turn now to the policy of the
Government. One of the firgt things Min-
isters did was to introduee the 44-hour
week. I cam only comclude that that was a
party move. Ministers know the thing is
oot as it ought to be. I do not blame them
for the fact that, in order to get votes,
they promised on the hustings a universal
44-hour week. 1 am open to be corrected,
but T believe the 44-hour week on the rail-
ways has to be done in five and a-half days.
That js a thing T know the workers do not
want. They want to work the 44 hours in
five davs, and go away and earn 10s. from
a farmer on the other dav.

Ministerial Members: Oh!

Mr. BROWNXN: The railway employees
are very hard-working mexn, hut ouly dur-
ing four months of the year have those
men the opportunity to work to their- ful}
eapacity. They are now receiving 48 hours’
pay for 44 hours’ work. Later in the year,

Timber is
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however, they will be working 48 hours and
more, and they will be working the extra
hours at overtime rates. That is whera the
shoe will pineh, and the country will suffer.
We all ought to realise that a fair day’s
pay is worth a fair day'’s work,

Mr. Panton: A novel observation.

Mr. BROWN: Recently I saw two imen
ainting a lamp post. Having noe other
amp post to go to, ther made that one
Iamp post last half a day. :

Mz, Corboy: That wae due not to short-
age of men but to shortage of lamp nosts.
Where is that lamp post?

Mr. BROWN: gfot very far from where
L Jive. T know, hecause on that day I was
working slow myself. The c¢ost of living is
a very serious problem. At present I have
to buy everything I use in my household;
but far 20 yvears, living on a farm, T had
my otwn meat and gristed my own flour and
had my own buotter and eggs, and ro Torth.
But now that T live in town T have to huy
evervthing T use; and I say straight out
that a man living in town canpot keep a
family on less than £5 a week.

Mr. Panton: You are supporting the
basic wage.

Mr. BROWN: How can we decrease lhe
eost of livingt Only by encovraging pro-
doction as muech as ssible, Let the
people in the South-West grow all the
potatoes and onions they possibly can. Tha
old law of supply and demand will come
in. Prices will rule according fo whether
the demand is mot equal to the supply, or
the supply not equal to the demand. The
farmer should be encouraged to zrow all
the wheat and stock possible.

Mr. Corboy: Tf 63, a hushel will not en-
ecourage the farmer, what willt

Mr. Latham: Where does the farmer
get Ba1

Mr. Corhoy: That is the price to-day.
Mr. BROWX: The priee of wheat eer-
tainly has gone up, and the first cry in the
town was. ‘“We want State flour mills and
8tate bakeries.”” Surely townspeople do
not grudge the farmer his little increuse.
The average return of wheas. for the State,
aeccording to the member for Toodvay
{3r. Lindsay), is only 11.14 bushels. Some
of the farmers got only 6 or 8 bushels last
season.

The Minister for Lands: Your arguoment
does not apply to the potato groser, be-
canse whem too many potatoes are pgrown
the price falls and the grower goes short.

AMr. BROWN: We have lands which will
grow potatoes splendidly. At Kendenup,
for which I hope the Government will do
something even though the property is in
the hands of the dehentnre holders, there are
still 60 pecple growing produocts of the kind
required to reduce the cost of living. Those
Kendenup settlers ean grow splendid pro-
ducts, and the Kendenup dehydrator, the
only plant of its kind in Western Australia
or perhaps in Ausiralia, will emable those
products to he carried even to the North-
West—sneh things as potatoes, carrots, and

[ASSEMBLY,]

turnips. The dehydrator can cope with all
the output of Kendenup, and that of ad-
Jjoining qup settlers as well. In the in-
terests ot the country the Kendenup settlers
should be kept there and the land bongbt
i’rtirm the dehenture holders at a reasonable

TiCE.

The Minister for Lands:
point.

Mr, BROWX: The Kendenuy settlers are
quite willing to accept 300 or $00 acres and
put them under dairving and intense cul-
ture, They are positive they can make a
fair living at Kendenup in that way. Men
who put money into Kendenup are now
wheeling muck in barrows. Surely the{vv are
good men whom we ought to keep in West-
ern Australin!  Therefore the Government
should either purcha<e Kendenup or arrange
for the vontinued working of the property.

Mr. Clydesdale: The late Government
could not huy Kendenup.

Mr, Chesson: Kendennp was a gamble.

Mr. BROWN: You said yon were a gam-
bler, becauvse mining iy u gumble,

Mr. SPEAKER: I must request a cessa-
tion of interruptions, apd the hon. membet
must address the Chair.

Mr. BROWXN: Going on the land is not
a goamble bot a life of privation until
such time as the settler makes a living, We
must look to the man on the land to pull
this Btate out of the mire. For that reason
I earnestly plead to the Government that
they give the man on the land all possible
consideration. 1 promise to give the present
Government all the support in my power.
I realise that Ministers are actuated by the
beat intentions. Their actions np to dote
have proved comelusively that the Adminis.
tration is not untagonistic to the man on
the land.

Ministerial Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. BROWX: I have considered myself
Jjustified in woieing my opinions i ceit .
sulijeets, T hope that as time goes on Min-
isters will realise the force of my advice
to them: ““Da all you possibly can to ad-
vanee our primary industries, '’

That is the

Mr, CORBOY (Yilgarn) [B.l.‘l]_: The
most pressing matter for the consideration
of the Government and of this Honse
is the State’s financial position, be-
cause that position munst inevitably
affect every activity of government, and
even to some extent cause modifications of
the Government’s programme and their de-
sires. Our finanecial position is sneh #s
must oeeasion prave concern te oll who have
the interestx of the State at heart. T was
somewhat disappointed to learn during this
debate that our loan possibilities are to be
limited by the Commonwealth. While T
agree as to its being undesirable that the
Federal awnthorities shorld take control of
our activities as they do, and are endeavour-
ing to do in many directions, and while T
agree that it i+ undesirable the Common-
wealth shoold interfere with Western Aus-
tralia's sovereign rights, I regret that



