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are here to legislate for all Western Australians. If we are to do that, we may often have to 
look past the demands of these groups. 

Like all other new members of this place, l look forward to the next three and a half years 
with a mixture of excitement and awe. I hope that, no matter how intense the debates become 
from time to time, we all remember why we ase here. I ho.pe also that the eigbty-niners • 
those of us elected for the fust time in 1989 -will, when the tune comes to hang up our hats, 
feel that it has all been worthwhile. I conunend the motion. 

[Applause.] 

HON REG DAVIES (North Metropolitan) [7.57 pm]: It is a privilege for me to speak in 
the debate on the motion moved by Hon George Cash earlier this evening. As I rise to make 
my maiden speech in this House, I am aware of the enormous responsibilities that the people 
of North Metropolitan Region have entrusted to me. I am particularly conscious of my 
obligation to represent, to the full extent of my ability, all citizens from as far afield as Two 
Rocks in the north to Mosman Park in the south. 

It is with the utmost sincerity that I say what a great honour it is to be one of those elected to 
the Parliament of Western Australia. For the next four years it will be my privilege to 
represent pe<lple with wide ranging aspirations, differing opinions, a variety of political 
persuasions and from areas with diverse socioeconomic groupings such as Jutland Parade in 
Dalkeith to Hurlston Way in Koondoola. I believe my election to Parliament was a foregone 
conclusion from the day I was endorsed by my party, not because of rny outstanding 
attributes nor even my personal charm and charisma, but because of the outstanding suppon 
team whose members worked so hard to secure my election. I shall remain indebted to those 
dedicated Liberals for their strong support, including rny friend, Paul Filing, who initially 
directed me towards a political career. He has always been staunch in his support, especially 
during the difficult times, and Heather Martin is my self-appointed guardian angel; her 
encouragement, concern and kindness have always been a comfort to me. Foremost in my 
mind this evening is my family, and in particular my wife, Kaye, together with our sons, 
Jamie and Adam. It is due to their support, love, understanding and tolerance that I am able 
to take my place here and I know that with the continued support of Kaye and the boys I will 
indeed be able to effectively represent my myriad constiruents. To single out the individuals 
within a big team is always perilous as one may inadvertently fail to mention a valuable 
contribution. However, it would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the outstanding 
perfonnance of the 14 Liberal Legislative Assembly candidates in North Metropolitan 
Region during the February State election. Their effons undoubtedly enabled me to gain the 
necessary quota for my election. I was most fortunate to be part of a dynamic upper House 
team; some very good friendships were developed in the long lead-up to the elect1on. I must 
pay tribute to those members who had unwinnable positions on the Liberal Party ticket: I 
refer to Chris Ellison, Wendy Cole and Rod Burr. Their support and enthusiasm did not 
wane throughout the entire campaign, and tlley were an inspiration to us all. Of cowse, the 
generosity of the Greypower Party in allocating its preferences to the Liberal Party 
contributed to our success in achieving four seats in North Metropolitan Region. The support 
that this new political force managed to muster in such a shan time must serve as a warning 
to major political parties. The diagnosis is there: Our ageing citizens will no longer take a 
back seat and allow Governments to sacrifice their needs and aspirations. Surely, as 
members of Parliament our duty is to ensure immediate policies which ease the burden on our 
senior citizens to enable their autumn years to be spent in both dignity and comfon. After all, 
is not this their right? 

Another major upsurge in interest is currently being demoJl$trated. In the recent State 
election we witnessed the emergence of an imponant social and environmental group through 
a variety of concerned citizens. In a short period we have become aware that the~ is now 
effective public acknowledgment of the need to protect our envirorunent; that is, for a 
sensitive approach to pollution management and control. It must be acknowledged that 
Western Australia is not exempt. Indeed, it is incumbent upon the Government to lead the 
way in initiating extensive research into energy modelling, pollution assessment, and risk 
m'anagement. I tru.st that this in tum will lead to tranSlation mto agreements for industry to 
follow. We all know that the greenhouse effect is not·merely a trendy catch phrase, but rather 
indicates the gradual warming of the eanh, which will eventually lead to the deterioration of 
our environment. Most people believe that the near tenn effects of the 
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~ouse is virtually undetectable. It is possible that no important consequences will be 
evident for perhaps another century, but this is a legacy we cannot afford to leave for future 
generations. A solution demands the auention of policy makers today. In the past Western 
Australia bas demonstrated a very proud record in research. We, as today's policy makers, 
must insist on positive research action being taken immediately. 

1be greenhouse effect is not the only thteat to our environment. Of equal imponance is the 
need to protect our precious shores from any outside duut. Kangaroo '89, the recent 
miliwy initiative which took place in the top half of Australia, highlighted military issues. I 
am sure that many people consider defence as purely a Federal issue, but that is not so. I am 
equally certain that defence is the responsibility of every citizen. Having served the majority 
of my life as an Australian soldier, I come to thls place with very strong views on the defence 
of our nation, and specifically the State of Western Australia. I have me privilege of being 
one who has served his country in active service on several occasions. I was a member of the 
Penh-based Special Air Services Regiment and served both in Borneo and South Vietnam. I 
am proud to be patr!otic, proud to be Australian, and fiercely protective of the great State of 
Western Australia. Because of this I have some very strong reservations about the wisdom of 
allowing Russian fishing boats to operate off our coast. Members may ask, just what 
constitutes a Russian fishing boar? For their information, a Russian fishing boat is equipped 
with sophisticared electronic surveillance and medium range transmitting gear which may or 
may not be used for fiShing. lbey operate in groups of several fiShing boats, supported by a 
mother craft which is a long range, heavy duty craft that bristles with electronics and has long 
range transmission gear. lt is no secret that the mother craft generally carries at least one 
KGB officer as a senior crew member. Maintenance and repair work: away from Russian 
shores is carried out by Russian personnel using materials and spares supplied from its own 
sources with little or no benefit accruing within the Western Australian infrastructure. The 
relief crews would be expected to fly in and out by Aerotlot aircraft. Worldwide precedents 
demonstrate that Aeroflot does not enter into any reciprocal agreements, which are general in 
the airline industry. If we allowed these boats to fJ.Sh our waters, of course they would want 
their own people based in Perth to handle the turnarounds of their aircraft. H we let them 
operate from Western Australian ports they will want support staff based in those ports to 
service them. Servicing of crew changes, of spares, supplies and so on would provide an 
exceUent opportunity for surveillance of our Australian strategic facilities. Considering the 
distance from existing Russian bases, they would most likely operate from Cam Ranh Bay in 
Vietnam - their largest naval base with access to Pacific and Indian waters, as weU as having 
full air facilities. This wouJd make a J..ikely route to Perth overflying the North West Shelf oil 
and gas installations. Exmouth facilities. the Geraldton satellite tracking station, and tbe 
Jindalee radar site, with Garden Island naval installation as the final approach. Other 
Western powers, such as the United Kingdom and the United States of America. accept 
Aeroflot flights, but they intercept every flight as soon as it enters their air space to enswe 
that the aircraft is in fact the civilian version and not the militaiy equivalent. Our Fl8s based 
at Tindal in the Nonbem Territory would be hard pressed to cany out that mle. It needs only 
a small glass pon in the underside of an aircraft to enable the use of a high altitude, high 
resolution camera which would provide very clear photo-recorutaissance shots to back up the 
satellite surveillmce which is already in place. 

The most useful benefit to be gained from photo reconnaissance is to monitor changes and 
developments. What bener way to monitor these than have a weekly check flight'? Such a 
flight would also enable emissions from the Jindalee radar, on which Dm.BLE was so reliant, 
to be accurarely measured from the ftrst contact to overhead the antennae. Now this would 
help the Russians to develop complete radar invisibility and would ultitnately nullify the 
major plank in Australia's defences. 

A brief historic study would reveal that Russia's interest in our fish was only rekindled after 
the Federal Government's decision to adopt the two-ocean policy. At p.resent Australia is in 
the process of locating more submarines and submariner ttaining at Garden Island. The trick 
of monitoring a country's submarines is to track them all the way from their home base, 
rather than letting them leave home base and then go looking for them. What bener way to 
do this than to have a suitably equipped fJ.Shing fleet covering all exits from the submarine's 
b~e? It is for this very reason that Russia has put so much effort into acquiring naval bases 
other than its northern hemisphere pons. 

I can identify three major risks associated with allowing Russian fishing fleets to use 
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Western Australian ports. First, we would witness the introduction to Western Australia of a 
significant force of Soviet personnel given that we do not have the facilities or the people to 
adequately police their activities. Then we would see the facilitation of ongoing tegular 
surveillance flights over most of our sensitive areas which we would not be able to intercept 
or check or escort. As an absolute minimum Australian personnel would need to have 
unhindered access to Russian aircraft and we know that will not happen. Also should the 
total efforts of the Soviet rashing fleet be dedicated to riShing, they would have the potential 
to ~move unacceptable quantities of f"lsh from our region p~esenting both a direct and 
indirect threat to our own fiShing and processing industries. How many pieces of silver 
compensate for these risks? 

I now tum to matters which fearure in most electorates and to which I intend to give my 
attention in the furore. I ~tired from the Army after 23 years of service and then 1 had the 
privilege of .representing the people of the Balga area as a councillor with the City of Stirling. 
Because of the socio~conomic structure of this area, to be able to represent some of these 
people, I needed to have a compassionate understanding or appreciation of those who belong 
to what has often been referred to as the culture of poverty. So it is natural that I played a 
leading role in community services. In fact, I chaired the Stirling committee for two years. 
This exposure gave me a better understanding of an issue which is not really new; that is the 
long debate on welfare. 

The welfare debate dates back several centuries to wJ.en the Friendly Societies, the voluntary 
mutual aid organisations of that ~riod sustained the independence and self-respect of the 
working man and the family. Wtthin these self-help groups lies the answer to overcoming 
apathy and dependency which are both by-products of non achievement. This is bener than 
seeking resolutions through any welfare state. Surely welfare assistance should be viewed as 
a temporary measure. The principle thrust should be to help those people over difficult times 
in order that they can regain their independence. We must recognise that dependency upon 
the social system, upon welfare handouts, has stultifying psychological effects on many. 
Young people in particular often drift into an all too familiar condition of lack of motivation, 
into a state of cynicism, and this is a tragedy and a scandal, the consequences of which will 
be felt fo.r decades to come. 

Their dependency may stem from an inability to respond to nonnal incentives, 
demoralisation, lack of self-esteem or perhaps the result of socialisation into a culture which 
despises the work ethic. It is my belief that the responsibility of community services should 
be to assist those who need help. At lhe same time we need to address the problems of those 
labelled "undeserving" poor to help them towards independence, not long-tenn dependence 
upon the welfare state which can only be viewed as a failure. Many within my constituency 
need guidance towards independence, not further handouts. 

I now turn to the question of law and order; an issue which has become a major concern for 
many, some of whom live in fear of their personal safety as well as for the security of their 
hard won possessions. Many members will ~call that in March of last year I contested the 
Assembly seat of Balga when the then Premier decided to leave politics. During that 
campaign I concentrated on the issue oflaw and order, or should I say, the breakdown of law 
and order. As a result of my activities almost 5 000 concerned citizens from areas arOWld 
Balga, Ginawheen and Koondoola signed a petition in support of the building of a police 
station in that area. I might add. they are still patiently awaiting the granting of this request. 
Daily, residents of these areas express concern to me at the escalating crime rate. Indeed, in 
Balga where I live I have experienced at first hand the trauma of being burgled, of having my 
car damaged and twice stolen. The only people in the community who legitimately benefit 
from the lack of an effective police presence are the manufacturers of security doors and 
alarm systems. The quality of life is not good for many people particularly frail, elderly and 
single parent families. all of whom complain that they feel threatened and are vinuai 
prisoners in their own homes. I appeal to the Government to rectify this inequity by the 
establishment of a police station in Balga. Only then will the people of this area feel that 
their freedom is restored. 

lrl the area of housing I am committed to ensuring the continuance of what has become an 
Australian institution; that of home owneahip. I feel that through home ownership 
individuals establish a sense of belonging, a feeling of equality which in tum encourages 
family and social cohesiveness. 'The institution that we know as the family unit ·has 
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de~eriorated in recent times into an abyss of anti-social degradation largely due to the waning 
of moral standards, to the decline of religion within the community generally and, most 
prominent at this time, to fmancial strain on bread winners. I shall strive to ensure that public 
housing funds are made available to enable low income earners to buy their own homes and 
at the same time have sufficient funds to maintain a reasonable standard of living. An 
attempc to manipulate us, or to suggest that high density living is the only way to go, is 
against everything I believe in. Indoctrination programs aimed at convincing Western 
Australians of the benefits of town house or apartment dwelling is doomed to failure. There 
is still enough land available in reasonable proximity to the city, with a population expanding 
at a similar rate to current times, to last us well into the future. The problems associated with 
high density Jiving have a cost factor in both monetary and psychological tenns, the gravity 
of which has never been measured in this country. The quaner acre block with its backyard 
remains a small piece of Utopia which is largely unequalled throughout the rest of the world. 
This has always been the dream and the right of every Australian. 1bis dream must be 
upheld, and I am determined to see our Western Australian way of life maintained. 

One of my special concerns is multiculturalism and ethnic affairs. There is cumntly no 
provision to prosecute purely racist crimes except under the limited jurisdiction of the Equal 
Opportunity Tribunal. It is important that we incorporate the prosecution of racist offences 
within the traditional justice system. for here the accused person retains his right to legal 
representation and has the opportunity to examine the evidence of his accusers. This is not 
the position at present with cases examined by the Equal Opportunity Tribunal. In all 
instances the preservation of long standing, acceptable rules of evidence should be 
maintained, and the burden of proof should remain on the prosecution. I want to see 
legislation which prescribes set penalties for farticular offences on a scale ranging from 
minor to major transgressions. The best way o achieving fairer decisions by, as some might 
think, unqualified adjudicators, is to amend the Criminal Code to incoipOrate set penalties. 
Let us take the example of a racist poster. The penalties provided would be far less than 
those for, say, inciting a racial riot, or causing bodily harm. In this way the police would at 
least be aware of the likely penalties. 

I do not favour the current concept of multiculturalism. I fmnly believe that we are all 
Australians. We are either born here, or we have consciously chosen to come here, and we 
enjoy what this country has to offer. Sure, we should encourage our new settlers to bring to 
our culture the best of what theirs had to offer. After all, where would our community be 
without Chinese cuisine, opera, Italian pizzas, soccer, native dancing and costumes? 
However, we should encourage our new settlers to integrate into our culture quickly and not 
live apart from the mainstream of our community. At the same time, an imperative lies with 
long term residents of this country to play our part as well. Unless we accept fully the fact 
that we are all Australians first, sharing a common national goal, we cannot hope to dispense 
with either racial or national segregation. We must promote a concept of solidarity, of 
belonging to one Australia. After all, we are all Australians ft.rSt. We have in the vicinity of 
168 different nationalities represented in our country. Attempting to promote all these 
diverse cultures is tantamount to a rather naive perception of trying to be all things to all 
people, and this concept hardly promotes a rousing Australian national identity. 

Finally, I offer my congratulations to you, Sir, on your re~lection, and I look forward to your 
guidance over the next few years. I thank members and the staff for simplifying my 
transition from the local community level of involvement to State Parliament, and I now look 
forward to making a positive contribution on behalf of both my constituents and my party. I 
dedicate myself to ensuring that in whatever way I can I shall uphold the fme traditions, . 
customs and dignity of this Cbamber. 

I support the motion. 

[Applause.} 

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [8.25 pml: I have much pleasure in supporting 
this motion. I convey my congratulations to you, Mr President, on your re-1!:lection as . 
President of this Chamber and on becoming the most senior presiding officer in Australia. I 
convey my congratulations also to Hon James Brown for his historic appointment to the 
position of ChaiJman of Committees in this Chamber. 

I represent East Metropolitan Region which is probably inaptly named. It stretches from 


