208

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: I am quoting
what the Premier said. The hon. member
can rise in his place and say that I am
wrong or that the Premier is wrong if
he likes, That statement does not eoin-
cide with tiie remark of Mr. Baxter that
nothing had bheen done for the farmer.

Hon. C. I*. Baxter: It certainly does.
There will he interest on most of the
mongy.

Hon, R. G. ARDAGH : I contend that
the Labour Government have done more
lo assist the farmers than any previous
Administration. 1§ is nol my intention
io say anything further on the Address-
in-veply. Quite a number of Bills are
to come down this session, and when they
come along | shall have an opportunity
of voicing my opinions on them,

Hon. J. F. ALLEN (West): It is wilh
a certain amount of diffidence that 1 rise
on this oecasion to speak when I think
of the hon. gentlemen whose tootsteps [
followed inlo this Chamber, When I re-
member the record which the Hon, M. L.
Moss left on ihe pages of history in this
State, 1 feel rhal the people of the West
province have given me a duty to per-
form whieh will be a very onerous one
indeed. 1 have listened to the eulogies
rhat have been uttered by other members
of this Chamber in regard to the late re-
presentative of the West provinee, and
we who knew Mr. Moss so well as a mem-
ber of our communily realise too well the
truth of those utlerances, It is there-
fore, us 1 said before, a difficult position
which the people of the 1West provinee
have asked me to fil} in this Chamber.
While Mr. Cornell was speaking on the
Adress-in-reply he said it was a matter
of regret that the West province had re-
tarned to this Chamber no representative
of the Labour party, and this was a senti-
ment which was uttered by my late oppo-
nent (Mr, Somerville) at the close of
his campaign in Fremantle. I am one
of those who are of opinion that those ut-
terances were entirely wrong. It is very
well for gentlemen to come to this Cham-
ber or to other places and claim thai they
are the sole representatives of Labour,
bul there are some of us who do not agree
with members in that direction. 1 elaim
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that my own bnsiness experience, in the
evervday affairs of life, give me, In eom-
mon with other members, the right to eall
myself a representative of the workers of
Western Australia, for in the course of
my own business 1 have to deal with the
humblest workers of the State. T have
to look after their interests with just as
much care as I would afier the willions of
a Rockefeller, when he places them at my
disposal. Therefore, 1 claim that we who
represent the business communily of the
State are in a better position lo look after
the interests of the humblest as well as
the greatest. in our midst. “Therefore I
resent the altempl on the part of any
member to claim that he or his party are
the sole representatives of Labour in
Western Australia. In regard to the
Speech which s Excellency delivered to
us, there are two facls that are to be com-
mented on. The first, and it is in common
with the utterances of the party to which
His Excellency’s Advisers form the lead-
ers, that it is full of a great deal of praise
for the work which they have done, and of
the good which has accrued to the com-
munity at large and which they claim is
through their efforts. One thing one
misses from the Speech, it fails to keep
up (o the standard, the multitnde of pro-
misgs which we are used to receiving from
that party. We are so used to receiving

- prowmises from them as to whal we are

fo get in the fulure, that when we do not
see these promises or hear them expressed
we are filled with vague suspicions, and
we feel that there is something wanting in
the Speech which we have been so used
to in the past. I would like to suggest
to the Government after the eulogy which
they have expended on themselves on the
henefits derived from their Hereulean
labours in the past, the creation of a new
department. I should think it is only
necessary for them to create a new depart-
nment to eontrol the decrees of the Al-
mighty and we should have the millenium
i Western Australia straight away. The
Premier has been explaining in another
place ihat the finances of this State are
not in such a bad condition as some peo-
ple think, We have also had Mr. Kirwan
in this Chamber giving expression to the
same opinton, that althongh we are over
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half a million in arrears this i1s & mere
bagatelle, seeing that we have placed to
- the credil of the sinking fund a somewhat
similar amount. I ecannot for the moment
nnagine that any business man would be
satisfied by paying his debts out of his
right hand pocket by putting money into
his left. Although we have been on a
wave of prosperity, which the Premier
¢laims has been greater than any i West-
ern Australia before, we have been drifi-
ing backward month by month and year
by year, untili we have now reacher
what should be the limit, and if something
is not done to stem this disastrous slip-
way which is laking place, we shall be
landed in a very parlous condition indeed.
Although | may he critical on tlis ques-
tion or on other questions later on it is
not beeause 1 do not have sympathy with
those who occupiy the Treasury beneh, or
that my opinions differ on some oceasions
or do not coincide with them on other
oceasions. [ should like members to re-
member the story of a knmight in the days
of old. A knight who passing through a
forest saw hanging from the branches
of a tree a shield, and while he
was gazing wondering why il was placed
there, he saw approaching in the opposite
direclion another knight., This knight
also paused to observe the shield, and a
discussion arose between them as to the
meaning of thal shield, The first knight
asked the second what was the meaning
of the silver shield in the (ree, and the
second knight replied that he did not know,
but that the shield was of gold and not
silver., They had an argument and ulti-
mately setfled the question by foree of
arms, After belabouring one another
and after each had suffered many blows
and injuries, they were disturbed by the
approach of a hermit from the woods and
they asked him whether it was a gold or
a silver shield, and the hermit replied
that it had a silver face on one side and
a golden one on the other. This is a story
with a moral which all might take to
heart. It shows that on all question there
are two sides, and when we disenss or
erilicise any question, it might be
viewed from different standpoints, thus
arriving at difterent results. The Govern-
ment during (he last two years or more

209

have Dbeen experimenting, as we have
heard, untii we are fired of it, with a
great number of business ventures, and
money has been expended in Western Aus-
tralia in direetions which might very well
have been left alone for the time being,
We have had money, which has been very
difficult fo procure, expended in many
dircetions al a time when it is necessary
to spend money in other directions for

the benefit of the State. We have
millions o¢f acres of land await-
ing settlement, which all require the

agencies of the buman hand and mind to
develop, and 1t 1s only necessary to settle
people on the soil and give facilities to
cultivate tire soil to wring from Nature
the riches whiech it possesses (o make the
State a great one. 1f we fritier away the
moneys with which we are entrusted and
make use of the borrowing powers for
purposes of building np induostries which
might be left to those engaged in them,
we are not true to the trust -which has
been placed in our keeping, and not do-
ing our best for the State which we might.
Therefore when the Government under-
take the construction of railways in agri-
cultural distriets and other places where
they are not necessary for the time be-
ing the Government are doing somelhing
which is not in the interests of the State
of Western Australia, ard they should
be called on to stop at the earliest pos-
sible moment. While speaking on land
settlement, T would like to suggest to the
Government a method which might
have been adopled in connection with the
land settlement schemes which are carried
out by every land syndieate in every part
of the world. When {and is subdivided
Lhe same provisions should be adopted as
i munieipal and town sub-divisions; the
land eut up and eclassified, and not only
the roads surveyed tbrough the distriets,
but the railways surveved and made
a part and parcel of the survey by the
officers, and once these lines are fixed,
they should not be altered or amended by
any authority, because they have induced
people to go on the land by the
promise of those railways and roads.
I would go further and say that as soon
as the lands are settled these railways
onght to be construeted for the benefit
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of the settlers who have been induced to
go on the soil, so that their products
micht be brought to market immediately
they begin to produce them. This is a
work in which the moneys raised by the
Government and expended in other di-
rections might well have been amployed,
because it would redound to the benefit
of the Stale. A good deal has been
said regardinyg the Esperance northwards
railway, I, like 2 number of other hon.
members, am not pledged one way or an-
other in regard to this question, but I say
that nnless I am shown that this railway
i1s required in preference to any railway
in any ofher agricultural district equally
séttled and having equal or superior land,
I will not vote for its eonstruction until
those already promised are put in band
and bnilt, Notwithstanding what has
been said regarding the Esperance rail-
way by a great number of 1ts advocates,
it is more or less a goldfields railway.
Although we have been told that it is an
agricultural line we have heard very con-
flicting reports from those who know the
country which it will traverse. Although
some say that the land is equal to any
in the State, there are others who tell us
that it is not worth the value of the line
whieh it is proposed should be construe-
ted. Therefore, at present, I regard this
as a railway more or less in the interests
of the goldfields and not in the interests
of the agricultural distriets which it will
traverse. While referring to the gold-
fields T would like to say in reply to the
hon, Mr. Millington, that, wiith all due re-
spect to the goldfields and to the mining
industry, I consider that the greatest in-
dustries of this State are the pastoral
and agricultural industries, because every
ounce of gold taken out of the mines
and every ton of coal which is bronght
to the surface represents so much drained
from the capital account and does not
represent interest on the moneys invested,
whereas every furrow put into the soil
in the farming disiricts is increasing and
enriching us for all time. The time will
come when the mining industry will fail;
when there will be no gold to draw from

the earth and no coal will be left to
mine. and although hon. members might
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say that this will not occur in our time,
I would point out that we are here as
the custodians of the interests not only .
of the people of to-day but of the people
of the future, and the lines we lay down
for the benefit of the State now should
not be for our immediate benefit only
but should be considered in the light of
the future, so that our children shall re-
cognise thalt we have done our duty to
them as well as to ourselves and have not
acted in the selfish spirit which 1s ad-
vocated by some. The question of
workers homes is another matter upon
which T desire to say a few words. I
would not have louched npon it if the
hon. Mr. Cornell had not associated my
name with it. During my election eam-
paign 1 said, and I say again, that if an
opportunity is given to me to vote for any
measure whiech will enable those who
have taken up leasehold propositions un-
der this Act to convert them into free-
hold I shall support it, providing, of
course, that the conditions are the same
as those under the leasehold provisions
of to-day. I took this attitude not be-
cause I was looking for votes, as the hon,
Mr. Cornell suggesied, but because I be-
lieved in the principle of every man hav-
ing the right to own his own home. Tt
is sueh settlement whieh has led to the
ereatness of the nation from which we
have sprung; it is the love of home which
has taken the Englishman across track-
less oceans seeking his fortune in for-
cign lands, and the lodestone which has
brought him baek from many a wander-
ing, to the spot from which he sprung,
and we who come from the old country
and know something of what this feel-
ing is, desire to see it enltivated in the
Australian people amongst whom the
leve of home, I regret to say, is not so
great as we desire it should be. I trust
that this principle of giving every io-
dividual the right to his own home and
an interest in the acquiring of it and the
holding of it will be fostered in the Aus-
tralian people, and it is a matter for
deep regret to me therefore that this
principle of leasehold has been intro-
duced into the workers homes proposi-

tion by the Government. I am very sorry
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that one hon. wember has no more re-
gard for his home and for the future
home of his children than to be satisfied
to be a tenant all his life in a home
which he can never possess or hand to
his children as a result of his thrift and
industry and the labour of his own
hands.

Hon. J. Cornell: That statement is in-
correct; I can do so.

Hon. J. F. ALLLEN. The hon. Mr.
Cornell also mentioned that some people
were of opinion that some of the homes
being erected under the Aect were too
good for the workers, nnd the hon. mem-
ber went on to say that nothing was too
good for the workers. I agree with the
hon. member. 1 agree with the framers
of this proposition that if we are to pro-
vide workers with homes, we should give
them good homes, we should give them
plenty of room and we should not saeri-
fice comfort and convenience to appear-
ance but should give them the best we
ean for the money we are investing, and
something of whieh they will be proud
and in which they will take an interest.
I am speaking of the leasehold proposi-
tions. The freehold propositions are the
outcome of the desire of the people them-
selves and an oulcome of their
own opinions. They ean build on
acre blocks or they ¢éan build on one-
eighth of an aere providing that the
money is advanced and the rooms can be
large or small as the occupants think ft,
provided the money is advanced by the
board; but with regard to leasehold pro-
posilions, the tenanis are bound to the
conditions which the board have laid
down, and T am sorry that a number of
these homes are erected on pocket band-
kerchief bloeks of land searcely large
cnough to swing a cat in. Some time ago
the munieipal eounecil to which I belong
received a communieation from one of the
hodies connecied with the Labour move-
ment of this State advising us to see in
fature that all sub-divisions in onr muni-
cipality provided for blocks of land of
not less than one chain frontage and a
quarter of an acre in area. If this pro-
posilion was a good oue for the members
of the party to advocate for the landhold-
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ers in the case of snbh-division, surely the
Government themselves when they have
undertaken to settle the workers in homes
might have taken eare to see that the con-
ditions they thought fit to impose on other
people should be inculeated into the work-
ers by those so solicitious for their inter-
ests. In building these houses on such
small blocks, the Government have made
a serions mistake which they will regret
in years to come. Another thing which I
have noticed is that very often no con-
siderafion is given to the levels of fhe
streels to which the houses front. In
one place a row of houses were erecled
under the Act on ihe leasehold eonditions
and the floors were something like 4 feet
below the street level. When we know
the size of the bloeks on which they are
erected and the small distance which in-
tervenes between the footpaths of the
future and the houses, we can realise thal
the workers will be put to considerable ex-
pense when the municipalities desire to
construet footpaths in order to build re-
{aining walls to prevent the footpaths
from falling into their front gardens or on
to their front verandahs. Another matter
which has been laboured to a certain ex-
tent is the question of the cost of living
and cheap meat. The Government claim
that they have brought down the cost of
living during the last two or three years
and (hat the cost of meat also has been
reduced, We have heard about the State
butcher shops which have been established
by the Government and about the good
which the shops have dune in the metro-
politan area. All they have done, as far
as T know is to enter info ecompetition
with the small man who 1s earning his liv-
ing by the sweat of his brow and the la-
bour of his hands, They have forced him
{o sell out at a loss in a greal number of
cases and have done no good for the great
mass of the people among whom they have
been established, and have not in any
shape or form hurt those who are in a
wholesale way of business. But above all
there i1s one conelusive proof that the
(rovernment are not sincere in their eon-
tention that the price of meat has been
rednced as a resuit of their efforts and
that is to be found in the price which they
are paying for the supply of meat to the



212

inslitutions which they eonirol. Even the
Stale sleamers up to ihe beginning of this
year were purchasing their meat from con-
tractors who supplied the retail shops in
the metropolitan area, and they were pay-
ing a higher price last year than at the
end of the preceding year, and I believe
that the price they are to-day paying for
the meat they require is greater than they
were payimng the coniractors last year, I
admit that this is a very difficull state-
ment to prove beeause it will be a diffienit
matter for hon. members to ascertain what
amount is being charged to State steam-
ers and what credit is being given to the
State butcheries, but outside of the State
zleamers i have a thennometer Whlﬂh il'l*
dicates the differences in the price of
meat and that is the public hospital, For
a number of years I have been asszociated
with the Fremantle Public Hospital, and
vear by year during the last three or four
years the cost of meat has been slowly
rising. On one oceasion the hospital
board wrote to the representative of the
Government who controls this depart-
menl asking if something ecould not be
done, seeing that the Government were
entering into the arena as purveyors of
meat, to supply State institutions at a
cheaper rvate than that charged by eon-
tractors 1n the past. 1n reply we were
advised 1o eall for tenders in the old way
and to place our contracts with the lowest
tenderers. That was done and this year
we are paying more for Lthe meat for the
hospital than nnder the previous contract,
and we were paying more under that con-
tract {than under the one which preceded
it. 1f the Government have reduced the
price of meat to any material degree, the
institntions whieh are mainlained out of
the public purse should first feel {he bene-
fit of the reduced price. Another gues-
tion T would like to touch upon is that of
the powellising contract. Much has been
said about this eontract and it is very
difiecult for the layman to nnderstand the
actual position. T am not a layman in
this eonnection; I know something of the
seasoning of timbers, and of the various
malerials used for this purpose. 1 do
not intend on this occasion to criticise the
system. the right {o nse which the Gov-

ernment have purchased. but there are
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other specifies in the market whieh I
elaim are equal to the system whiek the
CGovernment have puarchased and
specifies which are definite in their
action, and which we know will de
certain things or will not do ecer-
tain things. The process on whieh the
Government have spent so much money
and in eonnection with whieh they have
entered into such a disasirous agreement
1s one which I claim is unproved,and Isay
it is unproved beeause at the present time
the Government are experimeniing with
this specific to show what it will do and.
what 11 will not do, During a reeent visit
to the saw-mills some of us were informed
by the Minister for Works that a chemist
was employed continnously by the Gov-
ernment to experiment with the material
in priier to ascertain whal 1t would aceom-
plish and that the chemist had not made
up his mind as to the length of time re-
quired to snbmmt the sleepers lo the pow-
ellising process or what the resunlt would
be. 1 clatim that any body of men, who
purchase the righis of any system when
the syslem is not defined and is not abso-
luiely proved, and pledge the publie
funds in this direction, are guilty of gross
irregularity and are not conserving tne
inlerests of the people who have enfrusted
them with the control of the finances.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. F. ALILEN: T should like to
add someiling fo what has already been
said by the Hon. R. J. Lynn on the ques-
tion of the Fremantle harbour extension.
We hear from the Governor’s Specch
that progress is heing made with work
in conneclion with the JPremanfle har-
honr exfeusion, and we Lknow from the
remarks of the Premier in another place
that something like £200,000 has already
heen spent on that work. This we know
= on! of a sum of something like
£640.000. whieh was voted for the work
some two and a-half years ago. We were
assnred af the lime this vote was granted
rhat it wounld enable the Government to
place Fremantle harbour in sneh a condi-
tion that it would cope with all require-
ments for the next five years to come;
that was. for five vears from (hat time.



[8 Juuy, 1914.]

Some two and a-half years have already
elapsed, and something like a third of
the money has becn spent.  Now, we
claim that this is not getting on with the
work as expediliously as the port of Fre-
mantle requires. e are not of opinion
ihat Fremantle harbour is the only har-
bour in Western Australia. I do nof
think that any of us in Fremantle are of
aopinion that the other ports should be
starved for the bhenefit 0of our own; but
we do c¢laim that this is the port of West-
ern Anstralia, and that in the future,
when ihe trans-Australian line is com-
pleted and we are connected by the iron
road with the [Eastern States, the im-
portance of Fremantle will be very much
enhanced, and a great deal more business
will be done at that port than is being
done at present, or has been done in the
past. When we rake into consideration
the immense strides which have occurred
in shipping, when we read in the papers
that vessels of 50,000 tons burthen are
being construeied for the Atlantic trade,
and when we remember f{hat ten or
fifteen years ago the vessels which were
coming over-sea {o Fremantle were not as
large as the inter-State steamers of
to-day, we ean realise that there is only
a short time before ns when we shall be
seeing large ships like those irading to
the West Australian coast. We are also
of the opinion that the port of Fremanile
at that time is destined, if the Govern-
ment of to-day scize the opportunity, to
hecome the grealest port in the Common-
weallth.  When the Nawvigation Bill,
which has passed through the Federal
Houses and has received the Royal assent,
is gazctted, and placed in operation, then
there will have to be one port in
Australia as a distribuling ecntre for the
rest of the Commonwealth; and it is for
us to-day to say whether Fremantle shali
have the opporfunity, or whether that
opportunity shall pass lo our Eastern
compelitors. If the Government only
realise lhis, and Ox {heir eyes on Lhe
fulnre In such a way that they will see
(hat adequate provizion ean be made
from time to time as the requiremenis
arise, then we shall feel that something
like justice is being done to this port,
which 1s destined to have so great a
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fulure. We know that the port of Syd-
ney has gained its prestige because of
the immense coal fields which surround it;
no other port in the Commonwealth has
the same favourable conditions. DBut
those of us who know something of the
movements in the engineering world,
know fhat the time has come when coal
us a fuel for ships will probably take
second place to oil. We know that the
new period of internal combustion en-
gines has set in. and we realise from this
thal there is no limit to the size to which
ships can be consirncted. other than the
limits which the ports and harbours
and eanals of the world impose.
We know also that as cargo carriers
the larger vessels are the most eco-
nomical that can be nzed; large vessels
are much more economical than smailer
craft. especially when the faet is taken
into consideration that these huge ves-
sels, which will ultimately come to our
shores, will make one terminal port a
depot from which the Australian Com-
monwealth will be supplied. Another thing
we know is that for years to come the
Cape route will be the route to Australia,
We know that the eanal dues through
Panama and through Suez will prevent
any of the big liners trading in this con-
cern, for the purpose of earrying ecargo,
from using those canals; the rates would
be prohibilive, These liners will still
come round the Cape, and we shall be
the firet porl in the Commonwealth for
large vessels coming here. If the Gov-
ernmeni only reabise this, they will sce
the necessity of making up Lheir minds
now to a progressive policy in connection
with (his port of Fremantle, and lay
down the foundation of a future scheme,
whiceh can be added to from time fo time
as necessity arises go as to make it a com-
pleled whole when the plans are carried
lo eonsummation. As one who some
vears ago was associated with the engin-
ecring department of Western Australia,
and was on the engineering siaff of the
Fremantle barbour works—although I do
not profess fo be an expert in harbour
exiension and harhour work—I koow
something of the subject on which I am
now expressing an opinion. One thing
which struck me in connection with the
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Government work in those days, and
which has also struck me in connection
with Government work now, is that the
policy of past CGovernments and the pol-
icy of the present Government show a
tendency to tinker with great questions,
and to deal with ihings just from day to
day as the requirements press, rather
than lay down ecomprehensive schemes
for future development, so that each
item as il is consiructed may become a
portion of the final whole. I elaim that
in connection with the Fremantle harbour
works the time has come, and indeed
has passed, when the scheme should
be considered from this point of
view, and a comprehensive scheme
evolved. Although 1 do not wish to
disparage any of the engineering ad-
visers whom the Government bave
in this State, my knowledge of the pro-
fession teaches me that if you require
anything out of the common, anything
out of the ordinary rountine of business,
you must get someone wilh experience
- beyond the ordinary routine work to ad-
vise you. | contend that the engineering
staff of the Western Aunstralian Govern-
ment is purely an executive staff, a staff
which earries out the work placed in its
hands from time to time, and which has
neither the time nor the experience to
study these larger questions and to ad-
vise the Government on the future de-
velopments of a port like Fremantle.
Therefore T claim that the Government
should vears ago have got the opinion of
someone of world-wide repute, with a
knowledge of these questions gaived at
the different ports of the world, to advise
them as to what should be done at Fre-
mantle. There are many questions in
conneetion with the extension of a har-
bour, and the development of a harbour,
like Fremantle, which the layman never
reahises or dreams of. IEven under pre-
sent cireumstances the Government are
expending a large sum of money in con-
nection with the extension of the Fre-
manile harbour on lines which I believe
are not sound, and which have not been
thoroughiy thought out. We know that
they are developing the depth of water
in the port to something like 40 feet, from
36 to 40 feel below low-water mark:
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and this will necessitate the extension of

Lhe present channel far out to sea beyond
the end of the present north mole. We
know that a former Engineer-in-Chief,
the late Mr. C. Y. O'Connor, when con-
structing that harbour, found it necessary
to inerease the length of the North Mole
so that il shonld project seawards suffi-
ciently far to protect that echannel. There-
fore, if it is necessary for the Govern-
ment of the present day to extend the
channel oui to the ocean something like
another three-quarters of a mile or a mile
it will be just as necessary for them fo-
day to extend that mole to the same dis-
tance as was considered necessary in the
days when Mr., (0’Connor laid down his
scheme, I do not know whether or not
provision has been made in the esiimate
for that, but if such a provision has been
made for the future development of the
port of Fremantle, I contend that, be-
fore the expense is ineunrred of extending
this mole seawards for (hat distanee the
question of an external exiension of the
harbour ¢liould be taken into considera-
tion in conneection with it, so that be-
fore meurring this enormous expendi-

tare in connection with breakwaters,
which | am of opmnion are necessary
for the protection of that channel,

the Government should obtain the opinion
of experls as to whether the break-
waters could not be ulilised in connec-
tion with the extension seawards of the
harbour itself. This is necessary because
of the fact, as I said bhefore, that large
vessels are going to trade to our ports.
We canuot forget that fact; we cannot
overlook that fact, or shut our eyes to the
fact that these vessels are coming into the
Australian trade. TWhen the Premier told
a deputation a few weeks ago that he
thought it possible that from 13,000 to
20,000 tons burthen was the wmaximum
size steamer we shonld see here for many
years to come, he was making a statement
in entire confliet wilh the opinion of the
engineers and the ship masters of the
world. If these vessels are ecoming to Fre-
mantle in the immediate future, there is
no place inside the entrance to the har-
bour in which those vessels could be hand-
led. It is necessary (hat a port should be
so easily entered and left that a vessel
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ean come in and go out under her own
powers of propulsion. If you introduce
tugs into the question, you are loading up
your expenses, and those vessels will go
to other ports where they can enter under
their own control. If that is the case with
the present harbour, I venture to say it
would not in any shape or form facilitate
the berthing of such vessels. The present
distance between the wharves of the har-
bour is 1,400 feet, and if a vessel 800 or
900 feel in length came inside the en-
trance to the harbour she could not turn
round in it. Consequently it is necessary
for us to have broader waters fo manipu-
late these vessels than we have inside the
harbour to-day. When we realise that
twenty years ago (he scheme which was
introdneed into Parliament for the con-
struction of the Fremantle harbonr by
Mr. O’Connor only provided for a har-
bour 800 feet wide between the wharves,
and fhat il was only at the last moment
that Parliament decided to Increase the
width, we can see to what exient the
shipping of the world has developed in
the last tweuly years, more especially
when we find that o man hke Mr. O’Con-
nor failed to realise the extent to which
this development would take place in the
space of one generation. And if that has
taken place during the last twenty years,
we cannol be blind to the prospeet that
the next twenty years will bring equal
or greater development, When we re-
alise that in other parts of the world,
where harbours are bheing constructed
inside the entrance, the people are put fo
enormous cxpense at the present time fo
mainlain those harbours, the question of
opemng up the inner river for traffic is
seen to be one which requires very care-
. ful consideration indeed. Tn the Mersey,
which is the entrance to the port of Liver-
pool, in the Old Country, members may
be astonished to learn, last year the
dredges removed from the entrance to the
port 1615 millions of tons of sand which
had silted up during the previous vear in
the channel which entered that harbour.
Just imagine any sneh thing oceurring in
connection with the harbour at Fremantle.
Just imagine the enormous expense, Tt
would cost as muceh in one year to remove
the sand as 1t would to constrnet the
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ouler harbour straight away. When we
have faectors like this, and when we re-
alise that at the present time our engin-
eering staff, whether from lack of funds
or lack of knowledge I do not know,
have not been collecting the data which
would have cnabled them to grapple with
the problems lying at our doors to-day,
it shows that this is a question the carry-
ing info effeet of which they shounld not
be entrusied with, Take the Swan river.
What do we know of the changes in the
nalure of the bed, the erosion of the
banks. or the silting which has taken place
hetween here and Fremantle? When hon.
members speak of having the shipping
brought up to Perth, they are expressing
an opinion on a question the solution of
which will take the widest knowledge Lhe
world possesses. Another thing, we have
been troubled with the teredo at IFre-
mantle for yvears past. What study bave
the Government or their officers made of
the habits of these creatnres? Do they
know how they breed, or when, or where;
how they attack the piles, or when, or
why?  Have they kept records of the
piles driven, when cut, and where, when
driven, and why some were attacked by
the teredo, and some not? 'These are
questions which the engineers should have
been keeping records of, and if they have
not they have shown by this their in-
abilitv to grapple with great questions
like that of the Fremantle harbour works,
and the necessity of getting advice from
abroad, Jf the teredo had heen studied
15 or 16 years ago, the inseet might have
been annihilated ere this, and we might
have been saved the expenditure of many
thousands of pounds. Another ques-
tion I should like much te tonch upon
is that of constitutional reform. This, T
take it, is an attack upon this Chamber.
T consider that as long as legislation is
for the purpose of promoting the health,
happiness and prosperity of the people,
it 1s necessary that this Chamber should
exist. As long as statutes are enacted
for the benefit and in the interest of all
parties concerned, it is necessary that the
interests of all parties should be con-
sidered. It is necessary that legis-
lation when introdnced should be
oren to amendment in the interests of
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all concerned, and when any party
altempts to thrust upon the people
legislation which has not been so con-
sidered and thrown open to amendment
in the interests of all parties, then they
are attempting to do something not in the
interests of the people, but in the inter-
ests of a particular section which they
happen for the time being to represent.
We have in Parliament a party claiming
to be the representatives of the workers
of lhe &tate. But they are not the
representatives of those whom they
call the workers; beecanse when selee-
tion ballots are taken and nomina-
lions received we find eandidates
selected by a small number of mem-
bers of the union who take the trouble to
vate, and only a small percentage of the
actual members of the unions in this
State have voted for the selection of
those candidates. Nevertheless, those
candidates, with the hall-mark of the
Trades Hall upon them, are held up as
representatives of labour, and are elected
to the Chambers on that basis. We can
see, therefore, that those men do not
represent the workers, not even in the
limited sense which they themselves
claim. I am of opinion that this Cham-
ber, which stands for the homes and the
home life and thrift and industry of the
people, for those who have made their
homes permanently in the State, and who
would have to carry the burden in the
event of hard times coming over the
people—l claim that this Chamber has a
right to consideration at the hands of
the people, and that it would be a dis-
aster if anything happened this Chamber,
or if 1t neglected to act as it has done in
the past. This brings me also to the
question of trades unions. 1 am myself

a member of a union; but my union says -

that every one of its members shall be
an honest and an honourable man, and
shall be a qualified artisan in the trade
or calling of life in which he is engaged.
Until a union establishes those fwo high
prineiples, and throws its doors open for
the reception of every person qualified
for membership uuder those two bheads,
it cannot claim to have any preference

whatever, ‘I'bat does not exist to-day.
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We have to-day a union with its member-
sinp limifed to a certaln number. I
admit its rules do not lLmit it, but
it bas the power to ballot, and this en-
ables it at any time to close its door
against any person, no matter how well
gqualified for membership. Only a few
months ago one of the artisans of that
calling came from Geraldton, having in
his poeket a clearance from the local
union, and he attempted to enter the
branch of that union in Fremantle. He
staved here for months, but eould not
get nto the nnion. He was allowed to
work side by side with the members
of the union when work was at high
pressure, but at the end of a period
he had to retire whence he had come, un-
able to get permanent employment in
Fremantle. If the House had given an
opportunity to any Judge to say that pre-
fercnce should be given to unionists we
should have given that Judge the power
to say that thousands should not work
at all, because, while the union has power
to exelude from its ranks any one whom
it ehooses, the power is in the hands of
that union to say that persons whom it
desives to cut out shall be starved. Not
until a union bars from its membership
only on the grounds of dishonesty, dis-
honourable conduct, or some other moral
blemish, can reasonably ask for that

preference which il so mueh desires.
Personally I claim that the question
of honesty stands above all. Yet we find

unions with wmembers who have been con-
vieted of erime and who have been re-
ceived back by that union and pladed
again in the employment in which they
were engaged prior to the action which
led to their conviction. And the em-
ployers have been unable to object to -
these unionists being employed, although
they knew they had paid the penalty for
their misdeeds in the past. When unions
remove these blots from their escutch-
eons, there will be no necessity to ask
for courts to have power to deal with
this question of preference to unionists,
for the employer himself in his own in-
terests will employ unionists in prefer-
e¢nce to non-unionists, because he will

have a guarantee of honesty in the men
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whom he employs. Until that time ar-
. rives I would not vote for preference
to upionists. While speaking of erime,
I should like to. refer to an incideni
which occurred the other day. I am go-
ing to speak of the action of the Atfor-
ney General in releasing the man Bennett
who was eonvicted of a fearful erime at
Midland Junetion a few years ago. When
that man was convicted and sentenced it
was said by the Judge that he was a per-
son unfit to iive. Yet in the short space
of a year or two this monster in human
form is released to prey upon society a
- second time. I elaim that this action ou
the part of the Attorney Generz! shows
that he is unfit for the position he oc-
cupies, and that any party whieh suports
an action of that kind is not worthy of
sitting on the Treasury benches of the
State. I have onc more remark to make,
namely, [ believe, notwithstanding all
our (riends of the Labour party may say,
that the people ultimately will arrive at
o just estimate of what they may be in
in regard to this; I believe the good
sense of the people will ultimately pre-
vail, and I believe their judgment on
those who claim to represent them will
be right. I claim that the will of the
people, when it is expressed intelligently,
will show who are the people’s friends
and who are not. and I believe the time
is not far distant when those who at pre-
sent clain to be the friends of Labour
will be weizhed in the scales of publie
estimation and will be taught by the peo-
ple that the only basis upon which na-
tional greainess can he built is that of
justice and equity.

Hon, W. RWINGSMILL (Xetropoli-
tan) : T think T may be excused for say-
ing T feel. as the hon. member who haus
just sat down sard when he arose, a cer-
tain amount of diffidence in following
0 carefully thought out a speech, and
one so eloquently put as that of the
hon. member. The hon. member referrer
to changes in this Council. He referred
to his predecessor of the West Provinee;
and while T deplore the loss of Mr. Moss,
with his intimate knowledere of Parlia-
meniary proeedure. and Western Austra-
lia statute law, and with his wonderfully
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quick grasp of cireminsiances, may I be
allowed lo say that if we have lost in one
direetion, we have gained in aneother; that
the hon, member is no mean successor to
the gentleman who occupied the seat for
the West Province which he now opccupies.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Tt is characteristic
of Fremantle,

Hon. W, KINGSMILIL: The observa-
tion of Mr. Lynn is quile correct; it is
characteristic of Fremantle that it should
send to these halls gentlemen who have
been for years, and who I hope will be
for many years to come, ornaments to
the Parliament of Western Australia. As
I have already said, we have had a great
many changes in this Chamber, T con-
dole with some members, who have dis-
appeared involuntarily, and T congratu-
Iate those who have taken fheir places.
I listened with greal inierest to the speech
made by Mr, Millington in moving Lhe
Address-in-reply, I bave been in this
Chamber a few years, and have listened
to several speeches of the same sort. The
hon. member reminded me of the month
of Mareh.

Hon. J. F. Cnllen: A Mareh hare?

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I thought
some hon. member would refer to Marcl
hares, IMowever, T am not referring to
hares at afl, but to the month of March,
which in England, if not here, is reputed
to come in like a lion, even if it goes out
like a lamb, The lamb-like demeanour of
Mr. Millington has yet to be seen, but
certainly it may be said that he eame in
like a lion. Tf might not be considered
courteous of me, but I hope the hon.
member will take the remark in the spirit
in which it i made, 1f T remind him that
none of ns knows everything, not even the

yvoungest of us,

Hen, H. Millington: How can [ de-
termine the spirit in whieh the remark
i# made?

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Jf the hon.
memhber has any doubt he ean ask any
hon. member sitting near him, T have
to refer to fhe utterances of Ministers
~oing around the emmiry like another
personage coing to and fro npon the
earth. and repeating libels and slanders
on this Chamber. Tt is true those utter-



