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Mr. MANN: Then the Government should
make arrangements for the selection. Unless
we bring people to this State, we shall nof
be able to hold it because of the declining
birth rate. I suggest that the Government
should take up this matter seriously and
send the right men Home to select the right
people not only in England, but also in
Europe—Norwegiany, Swedes, and Ger-
mans. Young people in Germany are tired
of their conditions and could well be
brought to Australia.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: If we could ar-
range to send you to England, you would
have to be in a better mood than you are
today.

Mr. MANN: South Africa is drawing
heavily on the migrants available in the
British Isles and so are Canada and New
Zealand. I am not concerned ahout the
eastern part of the Commonwealth, but T
am concerned about Western Australia
where we have a population of only half
a million. The Premier has a wonderful
chance to adopt a sound immigration pol-
icy, One of the first planks in the Govern-
ment’s policy should be immigration. The

immigrants who eame here in the early days .

to pioneer the couniry did not ask to have
houses provided for them. They housed
themselves, and set about to develop this
country. If men of that type were brought
here today, they would help themselves and
in so doing would help the State also, If
the Premier loses this chance or defers
action uniil the present housing shortage is
overcome, he will find that he is too Ilate.
The ficid will then be for the southern
Europeans, who wtil flock here in thousands.
Unless we populate this State—the largest in
the Ccommonwealth with relatively the smali-
est population—in 25 years there will be no
Western Australia. In the islands to the north
the Dutch are dispossessed and the Indone-
sians are in power, and I ask members to re-
flect upon what that will mean to Australia
and this State in particular. Let us select suit-
able immigrants from the Old Country and
assist them when they arrive here.

Hon. A. . Paoton: Thousands have been
nominated and are aweiting transport.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MANN: I appeal to the Premier to
select representatives from the trade union
movement, the Chamber of Commerce and
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the primary industries and send them Home
to choose the right type of immigrants. 1
think by doing that we shall get a large
population. It is far hetter that we should
have, as lnmigrants, northern Europeans
rather than southern Europeans. 1 wish the
Government every success, I think the Min-
istry is sound.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Very noisy!

Mr., MANN: It is very sound indeed. I
personally think the Government will achieve
much. I hope it will.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: Do you not think it
could be improved on?

Mr. MANN: No. I think the best brains
possible have been selected.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You have changed
your mind.

Mr, MANN: [ hope the Government will
succeed hecause that would be for the good
of Western Australia. I visualise the Gov-
ernment remaming in office for a very long
time indeed.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You could see your
own reflection in it then.

Mr, MANN: When T come to retire or am
cast out of Parliament, I shall look back on
my 17 years’ association with members of
this Chamber and think of the remarkable
friendship that has existed between all
parties. There has been no bitterness, We
do not have squabbles here. Let us continue
to earry on this Parliament in the way in
which it has been ecarried on in the past.
Our Parliament is unique among the Par-
liaments of Awustralia. 1 sincerely hope that
that spirit will eontinue not only for the
sake of goodwill among members, but for
the good of the State of TWestern Australia.

MR. WILD (Swan) [3.25]: Mr. Deputy
Speaker, may I, through you, congratulate
the Speaker on his elevation to the high
post whieh he now oceupies. I bave no doubi
that he will add lustre to the office, as was
done by his predeecssors. To you, Sir, may
I also offer my congratulations, although I
hope that most of your work in the House
will he in Committee. To the Cabinet T
would also like to convey my congratulations.
The members of the Cabinet have had very
little. opportunity to understudy those posi-
tions during the past 14 years, but I have
no doubt that they will, by dint of applica-
fion to the subjeet and hard work, overcome
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those disabilities and rise to the occasion. I
intend this afternoon to address myself to
one or two matters affecting my clectorate
and then, prior to concluding, I shall speak
on one or two matters that affect the whole
State. FPirst, I want to raise the question
of the Plant Diseases Act which was passed
by Parliament last session. I feel that this
Act, as it stands today, has not the whole
«oncurrence of the growers of the State. I
speak particularly of Swan, because as
members are aware, my electorate has a very
hig percentage of the men affected by the
Act,

Growers are very perturbed over two pro-
visions of the Aet, Section 12 (b) and 12
(e), which give a municipal council, a road
board or a certified fruitgrowers’ associa-
tion the opportunity to call for a poll of
growers to decide whether a district shall be
determined as verminous. Section 12 (¢)
provides that 60 per cent. of the growers,
when the poll has been called for, must be
in favour of such determination befere effect
can be given to it. I point out to the House
that in Swan—I am not able to get a com-
plete pieture—taking the road from Kenwick
through to Armadale we have 347 commer-
vial growers; but in that same district there
are over 1,000 erchards which, as you kuoow,
Sir, may have only one tree each. It has
been said to me that the peopie owning these
backyard orchards are not conecerned with
the poll; but I venture to say that if it means
trespassing upon their own preserves and
having to pay something, although I know it
is bul a mere pittance, %d. per tree, or 6d.
per acre as a minimum, they will probably
go to the poll to record a negative vote.

In addition, Section 12 (d) provides that
if the poll is defeated, the same sei of
growers cannot demand & poll again until
the expiration of two years and nine months.
Therefore, in effect, if these growers are de-
feated by the backyard orchardists, they
will bave to put up with the frut-fly
for a further two years and nine months
before they ean take action to eradieate it.
I understand that the South Suburban Fruit-
growers’ Assoeigtion in my distriet, with
headquarters at Kelmscott, are taking action
and have discussed the matter with the Cit-
rus Council, and it is hoped that shorily
some construefive criticism will eome from
them and that if they can think of a better
method than the one already offered by the
Government the Minister for Agricullure

[ASSEMBLY.)

will listen to their reasons and, if necesaar
and if thought fit, see that an amendmer
is put through to overecome their difficultie

I wish to say a few words on the Kl
munda water scheme. This has been a hard
annual for 25 years; and having peruse
the file, I find that the excuses for delayin
the scheme have been insufficient populs
tion, the expense of the scheme and now
lastly, insufficient water, A few years ag
Kalamunde was looked upon purely as
summer resort, but in latter years it ha
passed that condition and it is definitely a
outer suburban area from which man
people come to Perth for business ever
day. The population has intreased to 3,00
in the last seven years. For that there ar
many reasons—the housing shortage dow
below, plus a road board alive to the time
and prepared to allow people to ereet strue
tures not built dewn here. In fact peopl
can there erect buildings with 9f£t. 6in. eeil
ings and costing only £500 to £600. As
result the population has increased con
siderably. The late Hon. A. R. G. Hawke-

Hon. A. H. Panton: Not late! He is stil
alive.

Mr. WILD: —met a deputation last year
or rather early this year, from Kalamund
in connection’with this secheme and £100 wa
approved for a survey. I am pleased to se
that this work is being undertaken, and
would say to the Minister for Works that |
hope when estimates are prepared for thi
hig job we will have preliminary work o
reticulation in the town undertaken befor
the Mundaring wall is completed. It wa
started in March of last year and I was le
to believe it would take three years to com
plete. I understand now, however, that 1
will be closer to five years. T hope the Minis
ter for Works will have the reticulation worl
commenced so that the day the wall is eom
pleted the people in Kalamunda will be abl
to turn on their taps,

My district is also very greatly affectec
by drainage. We all know that in the las
two years there has been an unvrecedentec
amount of rain. I was discussing the mat
ter last Sunday with one of the old resident:
of my district. He has lived in Kelmseot
for 40 years. He showed me a drain ran
ning throngh his property which 10 year
ago he was able to step over, but to eros
which today he requires the use of a 10ft
plank. I have walked around this distrie
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quite a bit in the last few months and I fee!
that a lot of the trouble ig the resvit of closer
seftlement and of people moving trees and
each man higher up improving his own pro-
perty by draining water away, naturally to
somewhat loyer ground, with the result that
the fellow at the bottom eollects the whole lot
from everybody higher up. I understand
that a survey was commenced in Wongong
during the war but could not be completed
on account of the searcity of surveyors. I
appeal to the Minister for Works to see that
this survey is completed and that an over-
all scheme for the whole of the drainage
from Forresifield to Wongong is undertaken
as early as possible.

I do not intend fo be at all eritical of the
previous Government. I would much pre-
fer to accept things at they are today and
try to face up to them. But I do think that
with regard to the question of electric power
the predecessors of the present Government
~ cannot say that they were entirely blame-
less. Everywhere one goes in the Swan
electorate one finds that people were pro-
mised power as far back as 25 and 26 years
ago. I perused one file the other day in
which it was indicated that in 1926 the
people of Mundaring would have power
within 12 months. But 21 years have passed,
end I had to go to the board a eouple of
weeks ago and tell them that I regretted
they would not get any power for another
three years, because we had not any to give
them.

In another district, Westfield—only a
small centre—the people were told in 1922
that they were to be given priority for
power. In 1940 the late Mr. Sampson went
to them and said, “I think that if you all
put in five per cent. of the amounnt required
for the transformer to snpply you, you wiil
get power.” Recently I was asked to find
out whether those people should leave their
five per cent.—it was only a matier of £121
—where i1t was or have it back, and through
force of oircumstances I had to tell them
that the best thing they eould do would be
to take their money back and get a little in-
terest on it and try again in another four
or five years’ time.

I perused the report on the Government
Railways, Tramways and Ferries, which
provides some rather inferesting information
and indieates the foresight that must be
exereised by the people in anthority so far
as electricity is concermed. This report
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shows thnt for the last 10 years the power
used ip Western Australia—that is, with
the avajlable supplies we bave had—has in-
creased 1OV per eent. If we go back to
1925 we lind that between that year gnd
1935 the consumption rose 100 per cent.
and from 1935 to 1945 it went up by 110
per ¢ent. [t is reasonable to ussume, there-
fore. that in 1935, 3 instead of requiring
A7,000 kilowatts, as we have at present, we
will require 110,000 or 120,000. I put it
to the Minister controlling power supplies
in Western Australia that he does not waunt
to think in terms of one 25,000 K.V.A.
unit but in terms of 10 units of that size.
We all know that in the past few years,
particularly in the past 10 years, the use
of electricity has inereased and would have
increased terrifically if we had only pro-
duced the available power. But it is rather
like eoal. D think one chases the other.
Coal is bhased on power, but we must have
power to drive industry.

How can we attempt to induee indus-
tries to come here from the Eastern States
if we have not the power for them to work
on? I put it to the Minister that he should
give the matter very serious thought. I
think it will be found that in a few years
every house in Australia where power is
available will be equipped with a refrig-
erator and with a water-heating system,
thermostatically controlled. These things
will be part and parcel of every house.

The Minister for Education: Have you
worked out what Governments were in of-
fice during the two decades in which the
demand for eleétricity increased?

Mr. WILD: I want to say a few words
about education. During the past few
years very much has been done by way of
edueating the youth of our country; but
I feel we fall short in the matter of supply-
ing children with the requisite training to
fit them to go out into the world. We
bring children into the world and I main-
tain it is our responsibility to see that they
are fitted when thev leave school to take
their place on an equal footing with others.
I base -my argument, firstly, on what has
ecome to be known in Western Australia as
the measuring stick of education, and that
is the junior standard. The figures last
year—the latest ‘'we have available—show
that there were 54,454 children at school,
of whom 5,671 left when they reached the
age of 14 vears.
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1 am going to advocate that the leaving
age be raised to 16. I know that will cause
“iowls trom all over the place! We have
firstly to consider giving children the op-
portunity in-life that 1 mentioned before
and, seeondly, an to whether standard V1.,
at which the preponderance of them—00
per cent—leave today is sulficient to fit
them in keeping with the demands of today.
I say, definitely, that it is not. In raising
the age to 16 we would be faced with a very
hiz problem as it would wean we would
have 20,000 extra children at school in the
“first year.

With the present shortage of materials,
ete.,, I realise ‘it would be impossible to
cope with them, but 1 put it te, the Minis-
ter for Kdueation that we might easc the
question in gradually so that in 1948 we
would allow' 23 per cent. of dhose who
wonlil ordinarily leave sehool, to varry on
for another six months. Tn 1949 we conld
allow them to earry on for twelve months,
and in 1950 for 18 months, and in 195]
for the full two vears. It would mean ad-
ditional teaching staff, huildings and ad-
ministrative staff, and morve money. But
what are those things when it comes to our
ohjective? T realise that we caunot all he
doctors or lawyers, or have a university
edueation, hut at the same time, knowledge
is no weizht to carry and 1 do feel that
it is onr hounden duty to give every «hild,
whether he be yours, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
or mine, an opportunity when he goes oul
in the world to earn a good living.

Befare concluding, T wanl te speak on
the subject of T.B. 1 feel that in past years
this matter has been pushed nside.  We
have all said, *‘Tt is someone clse’s haby,”’
and so il has gone on. We have done little
or nothing to eradieate it. [ do eommend
the previous (overnment for the Milk Aect
it put tbrough, because T think that s A
step in the right diveetion, H aims af
eradicating T.B. cows. Buat we should gr
nneh further than that and have a mass
x-ray examination of the population. Such
an examination would. I feel sure, reveal
that a lareer pereentage of our people
suffer fgom T.B. than we imngin*. One
thing we must do is this: If a man, woman
or child is stricken with this eomplaint
we must see that he or she is maintained
in @nod circumstances during treatment.

1 cannot help remembeving the unfortun-
ate case of o man wha was in the army with
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'me in 1943. He did not serve outside of

Australia and, as a result, was not eligible
for repatriation benefits. He was stricken
with T.B., taken ta Wooroloo and dis-
charged. I did not know of this at the time.
fle was sent to Hollywood with some ail-
ment, and from therec he was moved to
Wooroloo. [ first heard aboul his wife and
family of three little kiddies. All she was
able to get—I forget the exact sum—was in
the vicinity of 23s. a week to maintain her-
self and the three children while her hus-
band was in Wdoroloo, ahselutely incapable
of helping her!

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is completely
altered now.

Mr. WILD: Yes, and I hope it is. We
must ensure that whoever suffers from this
complaint ean be eertain that not only he,
but his family, will be looked -after suffi-
cientlv while the treatment is being under-
taken, ’

lon, W. D, Johnson: You know that is
the present poliey?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WILD: A small colony is being estab-
lished at Wooroloo but' we should go fur-
ther than that. During the war we were
ahle to spend £1,000,000 a day to go out and
kill other people. If we could afford to
do that, then we can afford to spend
£2.000,000 a day to look after the health of
our own people. In conélusion, I would like
to suy how pleased T am to have the oppor-
tunity of representing the electors of Swan.
I hope that during my term here I will be
of some assistunee and that T will make
some mark in the Parliament of Western
Australia. T also hope that I shall not
he tempted to critieise if T eannot be con-
structive. Furthermore, T feel that in West-
orn Australia we have a magnificent State
and, il we all pull together irrespective of
onr ealling oy station in life, there is no
reaxon why this cannot be not only the peer
of Stales in Australia, but in the whole of
the British Commonwealth of Nations,

HON. A. H. PANTON (Leederville)
[3.47]: In company with members who have
already spoken, 1 desire to congratulate Mr.
Speaker on his clevation to that position
and to express my deep regret at his indis-
position so eavly in the session. To vou,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, T extend congratula-
tinms, and might T say that T think yours is



