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{3) What is the estimated cost of the
second section which has been started

(4) What is the estimated cost when the
full scheme is completed, including neces-
sary land resumptions?

(5) What is the total area of land con-
sidered necessary adeguately to provide the
necessary space for the whole buildings?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) £658,000.

(2) Approximately £1,180,000.

(3) £525,000.

(4) and (3) The ultimate capacity has
not yet been decided, consequently cost and
area cannot he indicated.

HOUSING,
As to Cost of Homes at Hilton Park.

Hon. G. FRASER asked the Chief Sec-
Tetary:

What was the cost of homes contracted
for in 1946 and completed at Hilton_Park
in 1947, under the Commonwealth-State
rental scheme?

The CHIEF SECRETARY rephed:

The average contract prices for homes
built in Hilton Park in 1946 were: April,
1946, two bedroom, £925; three bedroom,
£1,090.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. HEARN (Metropolitan) [4.36]:
Af the outset of my remarks, I offer you,
Mr, President, my congratnlations on your
vietory at the recent elections and en your
re-appointment to the honourable position
of President of this Council. I trust that
yvour oceupancy of the Chair will be as
pleasurable to yourself as I feel it will be’
of benefit to the members of this Hounse. T
wonld like. to offer my congratulations to
Sir Frank Gibson and Sir Charles Latham
on the honour bestowed upon them by His
Majesty the King. Their long record of
publiec service is koown not only to the
members of this House but throughout the
length and breadth of the State. I frust
they will both be spared for many yéars to
enjoy their homours and to continue the
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good work for which they have been known
so tavourably for such a long time. I am
sure the members of this House will agree
that this signal favour has not been con-
ferred upon them undeservedly.

I would like to take this opportunity of
paying a tribute to my predecessor in this
seat, Sir Hal Colebatch. He is a dis-
tinguished citizen of this State and the
Commonwealth, and his very long period of
publie service is recognised not only in
Western Australia but throughout the whole
of the Commonweaith. I realise the very
high responsibility that is laid upon me in
succeeding such a distinguished gentleman
and 1 e¢an assure members that it will be
my constant aim to prove myself a worthy
suecessor to Sir Hal. I would also like
to express my gratitude to hon. members
for the verv warm welcome .they bave ex-
tended by word and deed towards new mem-
bers. I am sure that I am speaking for
my colleagnes in this respeet, and in the
short time we have been here we have al-
ready formed what I feel will be lasting
friendships. ’

I have listened with a deal of interest
to the speeches so far delivered on the
Address-in-reply. The variety of the
speeches has intrigued e and I really won-
der just how the Leader of the Hounse will
possibly be able to answer all the points
covered by those speeches. As one of the
members for the Metropolitan Province, I
am gratified to know that the Government
infends to take advantage of the visit of
the British Town Planning Expert, Sir
Samnel Abercrombie, and consult him abhout
the long range development of onr capital
city. As one fravels through the onfer sub-
urbs, particularly in the northern areas,
one is conseions af@ problem that will be-
come mere urgent every year. I feel that
there should be a blue-print for a long range
plan for the future extemsion of Perth. I
am glad that the Government is alive to
its responsibility to future generations.

The speech of the member for North Pro-
vince, Mr. Miles, greatly interested me.
Certainly the years have not diminished his
enthusiasm, and he is to be congratulated
upon still ealling himself a visionary be-
canse I remember that the Old Book says
that, where there is no vision, the people
perish, During the wear period it was my’
great privilege to be stationed in the great
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North-West of our State for a period of
six months, and, in the course of my duties,
I trayelled reguiarly from Carnarvon to
“"ymkmm, through the baek e¢ountry and
round Mthrough Marble Bar, Those of us
who remember—and all will remember,
though in the days of peace we are apt
soon to forget the days of war—and know
just how we felt about those North-West
areas in the dark days of the war, should
be able to make a very realistic approach
to what I consider is a nafional No. 1
problem,

We have to remember that the world is
shrinking every day. When we realise that
we in the city of Perth are only eight hours
distant from Broome, we must appreciate
that the coming air age brings national re-
sponsibilities, and the story told by Mr.
Miles of the decrease of population in the
North over the last 20 years down to 6,000
or 7,000 at the present time, represents a
national calamity. Thinking of the poten-
tinlities of those arcas, we have to bear
in mind that, if it be true that New Guinea
is the front door of Australia, them our
North-West must be regarded in the same
light, beeanse, uniess we as a people, either
through the State or the Commonwealth,
appreciate the urgent need for the rapid
development of those aress, we are going to
enconnter grievous trouble. The Premier
should be congratulated npon having made a
trip through the northern part of the State
and I trust he will make vigorous representa-
tions to the Commonwealth Government to
ensnre that something is done, not on a
long range plan, but on a short-term plan,
in order that those arens may be populated
and made safe for democracy.

In the course of my remarks, I do not
propose to cover a wide range of subjects.
I wish briefly to refer to some of the pro-
blems that formed the main issues during
my recent election campaign, and I think
that they are topics of interest to the elce-
tors, if not of the State, at any rate of the
Metropolitan Provinee, Before dealing with
those topies T should like to say a few words
on the question of price control. The Metro-
politan Province, to my mind, is the nerve
centre of the commereial and manufacturing
life of the State, and it is has been my
privilege for many years to be associated
with those interests, In my particular walk
of life, T have been in constani touch with
business people and I know something of
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their reactions jn this present contingency.
The Government can be assured of the loyal
supporl and co-opcration of the business
community of our State in the task ahead.
The suceess of State price control is so vital
that any possibility of failure cannot be
entertained,  The business commuaity is
anxiously awaiting the announcement of the
Government’s plan,

Quite recently I had the privilege while in
the Eastern States of contacting the State
authorities and business interests generally
and learning something of the proposed set-
up in the various States. Affer deep con-
sideration, I feel that the Vietorian plan is
an excellent one and would be very suitable
for Westerp Australia.  For the informa-
tion of members I propose to give a brief
outline of the Vietorian plan as I believe
that that State is moving in the right dirvee-
tion. The name of the first official is de-
contrgi adviser, whiech to mind, is a very
different thing from a priee contro| officer.
The decontrol adviser, operating in an hon-
orary capacity, will take the chair at meet-
ings cf the decontrol advisory committee,
which the adviser will select with the
approval of the Minister in charge, namely,
Mr, Cldham, the Attorney General of that
State.  The committee will be advisory to
the price decontrol adviser so that its de-
cisiony will not necessarily be binding when
advice 1s tendered to the Minister,

The objeetion to a nominated committee
is that Cabinet would be overwhelmed with
nominations from organisations and much
ill-will would be created as a result of the
final seleetion, The committee is to he fully
representative of all interests, If will there-
fore consist of a manufacturer who is ae-
ceptable to the Chamber of Manufactures,
a distributor whe is acceptable to the Cham-
ber or Commerce, an outstanding retailer,
two representatives of rural interests, one
of the larger produeers such ag the graziers
and one of the smaller produacers such as the
dairy farmers, and three eonsumers’ repre-
sentafives, one of whom will come from the
Trades Hall, while the other two will be
women -aiey respectively with the Liberal
and Country Party interests,

The set-up will be as follows: There will
be no commodity ecommittees operating
under the advisory committee. The co-
operation of all trade organisations will be
sought and a request made for applications
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to be submitted for decontrol or, where that
is not immediately possible, for simplifica-
tion of existing controls. These requests
will be submifed to a three-fold test—

(a) 1s devontrol sound from a business eco-
nomics point of view!

(b) Can it be achieved without creating
administrative problems in relation ta items
where continuance of contrul is essential in
the publi¢c interests?

(v) Is de-wontrol in the national interests
at this stape!

Subsequently, after consideration by the
committee and more especially by the mem-
ber of the committee most closely in touch
with the particular problem under review,
and after discussion with the prices decon-
trol adviser and the prices commissioner on
the administralive side, advice will be tend-
ered to the Minister, The Minister will then
consider the advice from the Cabinet point
of view and of policy generally, and will
transmit the necessary instructions through
to the prices commissioner. The routine
therefore will he:—Trade organisations to
the prices decontrol advisory eommittec;
from the prices decontrol adviser to the Min-
ister; from the Minister to his administrative
officer. It is intended that the prices section
will work in Victoria as the prices decontrol
Lranch of the Attorney Greneral’'s Depart-
ment and il is proposed that the commis-
~ioner will be known as the prices decontrol
commissioner,

I trort that onr Government wil) nse the
wealth of experience that is at its disposal
in councetion with this vital work, sinee I
helieve that on its vueceessful funetioning,
moving towards ultimate decontrol, lic the
future furtunes of this Government, 1 say
that in all seriousness. Never has there
heen i lime when the business interests of
Westesn Australia have heen so happy and
willing as they are now to eo-operate from
the pomt of view of seeing that there is at
least a «tabilisation of prieces with a view
fo ultimate reduction.

During the eleetions T mentioned on the
platform, many times, the question of Com-
munism. It will be rememberd that in the
House recently 1 asked the Government a
question concerning the ramifications of
Communists in this State. I realise just
how earcful the Government must be in an-
swering that type of question, though I feel
some information conld be given not only to

[COUNCIL.]

this Honse, but to our citizens regarding the
activilies of Communists, I am quite aware
that a member in another place hag des-
eribed this as “Red-baiting,” but I*think
that if one considers what is happpﬂing in
Malaya today, one is justified, as a ¢itizen of
the Commonwealth and of Western Aus-
tralia, in inquiring as to whether we onr-
selves are free from this pestilent minority
which ultimately—and this has been proved
in the case of many countries—is able,
through apathy and carelessness on the purt‘
of law-abiding citizens, to seize contro] and
thus end the liberties of the people.

No-one can possibly e impressed—and [
think that goes for men of cvery politiral
ereed——with the Commonwenlth Govern-
ment's attitude on the question of Commun-
ism. I believe that whilst it is alive to the
danger of Communism, it is prepared to nse
Communists for political advantage; und
until we are honest, unti] we put the welfare
of our country bevond the reach of parly
polities, I am afraid we are not going to gt
that straight and undeviating ling of econ-
duct that one would expect from freedom-
loving ecitizens. I would like to know
whether our own State Government is satis-
fiedd with the information reeceived from the
Commonwealth as far as Western Australia
is caoncerned. [ helteve the time has arrived
for us to make our citizenz aware of the
aims and objectives of the Communi-t
Party. They are quite plain and straight-
forward, They arc simply these-—

We pledge ourselves to intensify our revolu-
tionary knowledge and practice to better equip
ourselves for the historic task now facing uy
of gaining the people of Western Australia to-
wards the Soviet socialist state.

That statement formed puart of a report
to a conference of Communists and was
unanimously catried by that conference
this State. It is just as well to realise that
these Communists have pledged themselves
to reach this objeetive by revolution and,
if necessary, by violence.

I suppose most members have read the
story of the elose-up in Malaya as reported
in today's issue of “The West Australian,”
and T am sure it will be felt that such things
could not occur here. But the very fact that
they are happering within a few hours of
Australiz’s shores chould make us wide
awake to the danger that confronts us. |
guggest that the question of dealing with
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Commnunists is far heyond a party question.
Think of the tremendous ravages they were
a&ble to aceomplish in Queensland and think
of the memorable stand—and I pay a tribute
to the Premier of Queensland and his Gov-
ernment on that stand—which was taken! I
am not quite sure whether they will not have
to pay a much greater price for freedom.
I suggest the time has arrived when we, as
a freedom-loving people, and when this Gov-
ernment should be prepared to come out in
the open and support men of the ealibre of
the Queensland people who refused to bow
down fo the few—the minority-—who en-
deavoured to sabotage the whole industrial
life of that State,

Twenly years ago the Communist mem-
hership was 200. Today, in Australia, on
the Communists’ own fgures, it is 20,000. Tt
must he noted that this party has never be-
lieved in large numbers, but has always
worked as a minority, influencing and neu-
tralising the rest of the citizens in the par-
ticular States in which they have worked.
That point should be taken well to heart by
citizens of this State. I feel that the
Government should do something to give our
people some idea of the faet that Commun-
ism 13 not only a menaee in the Bastern
States, but that these individuals arc firmly
planted in Western Australia,

I desire to speak for a few moments on -
dustria] relations, and if [ might be pay-
demed for doing so—-bearing in mind the re-
marks of my friend Mr. Bennetts who spoke
of the iron curtain that fell around Sir ¥al
Colebateh and the reactionary forees that
arrived in this Chamber—I would like to
aive reasons why I consider T am at least
fairly competent to talk on the subject of
industrial relations, I was born in an
artisan home where the eternal struggle to
live was a very real one and where the fam-
ily’s budget was vital every week. I was
almost one of the fonndation members of the
furniture trade union in Perth, and that
might surprise Mr, Bennetfs. In the devel-
opment of my life I have never lost the
contaet or the point of view of the working
man, and as the years have gone by it has
heen my priviloge to lead the employers’ or-
ganisations of Perth— and I honestly believe
that these organisations are not quite as
hiack as they have been painted.

I would like hon. members to cast

. their minds baek to the dark days of the
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war emergency when the Commonwealth
Government called upon every citizen in the
Commonwenlth to do everything in his
power to co-operate with the Government to
resist a4 cormamon enemy. 1 am surve that
every member in this Chamber took part in
that co-operation. The war, by the grace of
God, some outside assistance and plus our
own efforts, was ultimately won, and 1 sav
quite definitely that the contribution made
by the businessmen of Austiralia towards the
solution of the immense problems® which
faced Australia at that time, was of im-
maesurable value. Apart from some odd
letters which some people ultimately received
from the various Ministers, what has been
the net result of that effoxt? I say advisedly
that every sense of co-operation, every spark
of unity, has heen destroved by a subsequent
appeal by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to class prejudice. I am not defending
employers, but T wish to give members a
correct and true picture of the situation as
I know it.

Let me inform the House that T lived in
ndustrial Kngland before unions possessed
any power at all, and T know the tyranny
of the employers under those conditions, I
could go on, but I do not want to weary
the House, concerning the individual bad
employer of the Georgian days. 1 have been
in Apstralia for many years and I have seen
the wonderful job done by the industrinl
Inbour organisations, bat sinee the war we
have lost our sense of values. It appears
to me that the extra power given to the
Commonweallh Government during the war
vears, has Dbeen wused not for Aus-
tralin as a whole, but for a section of the
people, and in endeavouring to serve that
soction, it has failed wiserably. Every rise
of the basie wage is followed by a rise in
the rosi of living. T believe we must pet
hack to basie principles and if the employ-
ors admit the evi] that existed in the old
days, so surely the modern trade union
should remember this fact instead of creat-
ing a tyranny. It is time we called it a
day. We must do this becanse any rise in
monetary wages meuns increased costs to
the workers, and that is doing much to eause
an inflationary spiral,

We cannot depart from the old gospel of
work and high wages. I believe that men
should be able to sell their labour on the
best market, but once having sold that



332

labour, the time has arrived for them to
deliver the goods. I do think that there is
a clarion call pot only to the employing
interests of thig State, but also to the
Labour leaders, to be honest and come
right out and tell the world that the only
way there can be any real improvement in
the living standard is by an inereased
effort, a united effort, and co-operation be-
tween management and staff.

I do not know whether any members have
been fortunate enough to peruse a
publication entitled “Thinking Aloud,” and
read in it an article on “The Gospel of
Work,” as written by A. L. Rowse, who is
a well-known historian and a Fellow of All
Souls’ College, Oxford. This gentleman has
also been a Labour eandidate for the British
Parliament on severa] occasions, and is a
very staunch member of the Labour Party.
I wish to read one or two extracts because
I believe his remarks apply to Australia
just as mueh ss to England. He wrote—

For a long time now, I have had this article,
with its message, on my conscience, For I
know in my bones, as someone who comes from
a working class family, has always kept con-
tact with working people, and is deeply anxious
that they should do well by the country in
the day of their power, that there i8 something
wrong with them and their attitude towards
work. It is not, I believe, beyond remedy; but
it is very important that somcone, above all
one of their own should speak out and tell
them the truth, with sincerity and simplieity.

There is a moest enlightening parallel herc
to what happened in Russia after the Soviet
Revolution. Sinee we are eaught in the diffi-
culties involved in the transition to a new
social eorder, there is cvery renson why we
should profit from other people’s experience
and avoid the mistakes that cost them so mueh
suffering. For the first four years after the
revolution (1917-22), Lenin kepi to the pro-
gramme of complete ‘‘wartime communism’’
which was partly inberited from the controls
of wartime and partly due to rushing through
the policy of nationalisation regardless of con-
sequences.

The consequences were terrible, Industry
went cranking down to eomplete disorganiaa-
tion and deeay; paralysis afflicted the whole
of enterprise; incentive to work was lost
throughout the economic g8ystem; famine
stepped in; hubndreds of thousands died of
want. Even later, under Stalin, it is the up-
getting and damaging of the wmonetapy in-
coentive to work——the simplest and most natural
barometer for enterprise—that has necessitated
such brutal and harbarons compulsion to work,
the forced labour gangs, the concentration
camps, the knocking of people on the head, and
all the rest of it. And though a Jot of that
is simply in the Russian tradition—their his-

[COUNCIL.)

tory has been full of it—there is 2 most im-
portant lesson for the Labour Movement and
its Governments to learn here, if we are to
avoid the slow-cranking down of the economiv
machine to inefficiency and decay with all its
consequences in a deelining standard of living
for all the community. What is the point of
nll the bright blue prints for the future if
this is what is going to happen? The lesson
of the Russitan Revolution—and we have their
experience before us as a lesson: If you
monkey about with the monefary incentive to
work, if you discourage enterprise and even
things up to such an extent that nobody wants
to do anything, you set going a process of
economic inefficiency and decline with dire con-
sequences—such as only the most drastie re-
medies can arrest,

The final quotation I shall read from the
article refers to trade union restrictions and
iz as follows:—

One other lesson we can learn from their
experience—as to the role of trade unions in
a Labour State. Under a socialist, or o semi-
socialisy ecconomy, there is no good purpose
served by the restrietive practices of trade
unionism, Their whole aim should be fto in-
creasg production, since their jpossession of
political power ensures that the surpluses made
do not appreciably accrue to private interests
any more: they are distributed by social taxa-
tion, in social services, etc., back to the people.
There is, therefore, no moral justification what-
ever for their restricting production in any
way or by any practices whatsoever; they ulfi-
mately impoverish themselves and lessen the
whole community’s standard of life . . . .

And g0 I think that, whether we like it or
not, if we wish to avoid the dreadful re-
cession that we hear so much abont, and
whiech hag been quoted by our own Primo
Minister, the sooner we can get vid of
his false value and everyone in his own
particular line adopts a keen sense of duty,
the better it will be Lor Australia. We must
have a widespread recognition of the eom-
munity of interest which all seetions have in
policies leadiny to improvements in effi-
ciency, the enlargement of onr national
income and a just distribution of the pro-
duets of industry. ‘This ean be achieved
only by an appreciation of aetual respoasi-
bility by employer and emplovee towards
one another. There must be a gencrous
meazure of trust and confidence hetween
employer, management and employee. It
was Viscount Cecil who said on one
oecasion—

Under modern conditions indestrial success
ean only be aschieved if all caneerned pul their
whele energy, mental and physieal, intelleetual
and museular into the common undertaking.
They must work as partners and not ag rivals,
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I now wish to pay a tribute to the com-
monsense of the mass of workers in this
State, and of the employers becanse as we
view Western Australia in relation to the
rest of the Commonwealth, we have to
admit that we have been fortunately free
from industrial strikes of any magnitude.
We have only had one strike that we conld
even talk about, and sometimes [ think it
would be just as well if we tried to visualise
why it is thaut we in Western Australia bave
been so fortunate, I consider it is because
of the commonsense of the working man
and the general attifude of the employers.
The more une mixes with {he working man
the more one becomes econvinced of his
inherent good sense and decency. How-
ever, there is something else to which full
marks should be given for our frecdom from
industrial strife. § refer to the State Arbi-
tration Court,

Since the introduction of the Arbitration
Act, credit for which must be given to a
Labour Government, there has been built
up in this State a record of arbitration
seeond to mnone in the Commonwealth of
Australia, and that has been made possible
by the attitude of employees and employers.
The employer, it will be conceded, oeceasion-
ally demonstrates thaf he has some good
points. If we are going back to the time
when the Commonwealth Arbitration Court
decreed the provision of a 40-hour week, it
will be remembered that it was quite com-
petent for the employers here to insist that
every separate industrial union should make
application to the local Arbitration Court
in due course to have that provision applied
to its seetion, The attitude of the employ-
crs, however, in common with that of the
present Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment, was (o say to the employees, “You
shall have the 40-hour week.” That spirit
of sweet reasonableness, we felt, and we
still feel, should do much to cement the
cordial relationships between Capital and
Labour, We also agreed to the provisions
for annnal leave, which involved an extra 14
days on the then period, as well as to the in-
ereased margins which first of all applied in
the metal trades and subsequently, by agree-
ment, weye conceded in every other skilled
industry throughout Western Australia.

That was possible because we have, 1 be-
lieve, an Arbitration Court in this State
that is funectioning as is no other tribunal
of that nature in Australia today. We must
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realise that on our State Arbitration Court
bench we have the youngest personnel of
any tribunal in any other part of Austra-
tia. That suggests that we have men on
the bench who realise we are living in fluid
tiines, and they are able to adjust them-
selves to changing conditions. Because of
their ability to conform quickly to chang-
ing trends, I beliecve they have saved this
State quite a lot of tronble. We are also
blessed in that vegard by the best regulated
apprenticeship system operating in the
Commonwealth. For that we have to thank
the original Industrial Arbitration Act, plus
the development of appropriate regulations
as the years have gone by, together with
the attitude of those who have sat in the
Arbitration Court. To them we ean be
thankful for the development of a very
wonderful system of arbitration.

I helieve that if we could only realise
the advantages of the worker and the em-
ployer getting together, and if we could
onlysappreeiate just how far we can pro-
ceed by that means in getting down to basie
principles 11 endeavouring to apply a little
more than the ovdinarily acknowledged rate
of work today, particularly in view of the
tremendous problems facing Australin in
these times, we would derive infinite advan-
tage. There 13 no doubt that under any
system of inflation it is the working man
who will suffer. I believe something should
be done in the matier of get-together con-
ferences, such as have been suggested on
many oceasions by the Prime Minister of
Australia.  Failing that, I consider that
with the ramifications of Commonwealth
awards, much good could he derived from
free and frank discussions befween Lahour
leaders and the representatives of the em-
ployers in this State.

On the question of our railways, after a
searching inquiry and the conclusions of
the Royal Commission that investigated our
system here have been made known, it is
the intention of the Government to bring
down legislation dealing with the sitna-
tion. Tn those circumstances, I fecl the
present is not the opportune time for
lenathy statement on the subject by any
private member, On the other hand, bear-
ing in mind the financial state of our rail-
ways and their past history, T trust that
the Government will see that in any sung-
gested inereases in freights and eharges,
which have already been forecast in His
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Excellency’s Speech, the provision made in
that regard will be commensurate with the
seriousness of the position, Naturally, on
such a matter we will possibly not see eye
to eye with the people who live in the
country areas,

However, what are the facts of the case,
from the finaneial point of view? It is
well over 30 yeurs since there was any ad-
justment of freights and charges. If we
had been prepared to run our businesses on
the basis of no adjustment for a period of
30 years, we would possibly have been out
of business altogether 28 years ago. Seeing
that we are living in a period when pri-
mary producfion is prospering and high
prices prevail, surely it is not too mueh to
expect that the Government will see to it
that the present awful trend in our public
inance ig stemmed to some extent and the
necessary adjustments made to that end!
Should the State fall on evil days once
more, we shall assuredly have to go to the
aid of anyone living in the country distriets
and possibly we shall have to remit charges
under such conditions. I suggest to the
Government, therefore, that if it is to do
anything in the way of increasing freights
and charges, the alterations shall be com-
mensurate with the present serionsness of
the railway financial position,

I shall finish my remarks on the note of
private enterprise, I believe in private
enterprise. I am a product of private enter-
prise. One of the tragedies of these
modern days is the fact that no young per-
son in this year, 1948, can start in business
and make a success of it under the condi-
tions that exist today, as was possible for
me in 1912, We have lost so many privi-
leges, which have been taken from us one
at a time, that if one were to regard the
sum total of them, one would get a shock
at the reelisation of what has heen lost.
Whatever the Government attempts in the
way of commereial enterprises, the private
business man could do better. I view with
alarm any departure on the part of the
present or any other Government in the
direction of embarking upon commereial
undertakings. I believe the whole adminis-
tration under Government control pre-
judices any chance of suceess in Lhe run-
ning of a trading eoncern. I still believe—
I may be a pessimist-—that notwithstanding
the Royal Commission’s conelusions with
respect to the Wundowie project, time will
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tell and that the Government, if not very
careful, will be involved in & mueh greater
financial loss than it ever anticipated. I
feel that at this stage I should sound that
note of warning. I support the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [5.26]:
May I be permitted Mr. President, to ex-
press my personal appreciation of the fact
that you have been restored to compara-
tively good health, that you were successful
in being returned as one of the representa-
tives of the North-East Provinee, and that
you were unanimously elected as President
of this Chamber? J feel it is a tribute that
this House paid to you in electing you to
your present position unanimously, During
the short time T have been in this Chamber I
have always found you to be most tolerant
and to recogmise, and allow for, the short-
comings of members. At the same time you
have always endeavoured to carry out the
business of this House with the dignity and
decorum that are so essential. I would also
like to take this opportunity to econgratulate
the newly-elected members and I trust their
stay in the House will be most pleasurable
to them.

My congratulations also go to those mem-
bers who were again returned at the last
election, and also to Sir Frank Gibson and
Sir Charles Latham respecting the honour
that has been bestowed upon them. I desire
to associate myself with the eulogistic re-
marks that have been made concerning them.

We have heard a great deal reeently about
price-fixing. Tn the Lieut.-Governor's Speech
I notice that referemce is made to the
fact that, following upon the withdrawal of
the Commonwealth Government from price
fixation, we are to have placed before us
certain legislation for the purpose of con-
trolling prices. I believe it will be necessary
for some time to come to fix the prices of
certain essential commodities until supplies
in that regard at least reach some equality
as between the supply and the demand. Due
to the faet that this is not a large manunfaec-
turing State, it will be necessary to import
certain products and manufactured goods
from the Eastern States. Bearing in mind
the provisions—I think T am right in re-
ferring to the particular section—of Section
92 of the Commonwealth Constitution,
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