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BARBARA MARY SCOTT 

MLC South Metropolitan Region 22 May 1993- 21 May 2009 (Lib). Chair Select Committee on 
Immunisation and Vaccination Rates in Children 1997-1999; Select Committee on Advocacy 

for Children (Appointment of a Commissioner for Children) 2003-2004; Joint Standing 
Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People 2008-2009. Member several 

standing committees, including Government Agencies 1994-1996; Public Administration 
1997-2001; on the Anti-Corruption Commission 2001-2004 . 

Barbara Scott won a seat in the Legislative Council in 1993 on the Liberal Party ticket in the 
South Metropolitan Region and was subsequently re-elected at the 1996, 200 I and 2005 state 
elections. In February 2008, she announced that she would retire from Parliament at the ne;(t 

election (scheduled for early 2009, but held in September 2008) and would not seek pre
se lection. She was a very active parliamentarian and was the driving force for the 
establishment of the office of the Commi ss ioner for Children and Young People, and er · 
prominent in early education and social policy legislation. She had also presented a private 
member 's Bill on mandatory reporting of ch ild abuse before the 2005 state election. This 
action, strongly supported by Colin Barnett, who Barbara thought ' has a wonderful ability to 
travel through an issue with people', 1 gave impetus to subsequent legislation in this domain. 

Born in Merredin on 2 1 July 1939, Barbara Scott was the daughter of Leslie Barnett, a farn,er 
and his wife, Eileen (nee O ' Leary). She attended Walgoolan Primary School and then Sacred 
Heart High School in Mt Lawley before graduating at the end of 1958 with a Teachers· 
Certificate from Claremont Teachers College. Barbara taught at Trayning from 1959 to I 61 
and Merredin from 1961 to 1964 where she played an active part in the Junior Fann rs -
organisations in both towns, winning the Outstanding Junior Farmer Competition as well as 
the Eastern Districts Public Speak ing Competition in 1964. Subsequently, she was deputy 
principal at Hamilton Primary School from 1965 to 1966, and she taught also in 'very poor 
suburbs' in London from 1967 to 1968 before her marriage in Perth in June 1969 to Michael 
Scott, by whom she had two sons and two daughters. During this time she ass isted as a fashion 

WAPD(LC), 19 May 2009, p. 41 31. 
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des igner from 1969 to 197 1, and then as a director of fa mily companies involved in farming, 
printing and property development. 

During the 1970s and 1980s, Barbara became very active in the area of early ch ildhood 
education as a volunteer earl y childhood consultant. he wa a member of the Austra lian Earl y 
Childhood Association and vice-cha irman of the Meerilinga Young Children's Council from 
1983 to 1991 . From 1979 to 1993 he wa state president of the state Community 
Kindergartens Association during which time he sat on evera l government advisory bodies, 
while as 'Fri end ' of the Telethon Institute for Child Health Re earch she held everal annual 
fundrai sing functions for their support. he was the recipient of a peace prize and other 
activities included member hip of the hildren 's Television (Lift Off) committee, a term as 
pres ident of the Nedlands Mejellans in 1975 and a member of the Aquinas College board from 
1990 to 1994. Barbara was chairman of the international rowing regatta in 1986- 1987 and 
foundi ng cha irman of the Aquinas ollege boat club from 199 1 to 2002. 

In the Liberal Party, Barbara was a member of the laremont branch from 1984, serv ing as 
vice-pre ident from 1985 and president from 1987 to 1992. Between 1986 and 1990, he was 
vice-president of the tale Women' s ounci l and tate Women's Council convenor of the 
Current Affairs Convention fro m 1990 to 199 1. Between 1990 and 1993 she served as 
chairman of the urtin Women's Division of the party and a member of the Curtin Division 
Council executive and was a member of the Liberal Party policy committees for Family, 
Education and Women. During 1998, Barbara was a member of the Child Care Training 
Committee at the South Metropolitan College of T AFE and then joined the Earl y Childhood 
Advisory and Planning ommittee of the University of Notre Dame. In 1996 she wa invited 
to join the School of Law Advi ory Board of the Univers ity of Notre Dame, a role which was 
continued until 20 11 . She also estab li hed an annual fa mily lecture at the university. 

Barbara won a reputation for her work on ta k forces. he wa chairperson of the government 
task force looking into the implementation of full-day schooling for five-year-o lds, bringing 
Western Australia into line wi th other Austra lian state , as well as inve ligating traffic
ca lming dev ices for the Ministry of T ransport. Indeed, the 40-ki lometre-an-hour zones around 
schools are a legacy of one of her task force ro les. 2 Another important task force wa a 
committee on family vio lence she chaired at the request of Attorney General Foss, comprising 
also Giz Watson (q .v.) hery l Davenport (q .v.) and Helen Hodgson (q.v.). As Foss later told 
the Legislative Counc il , when supporting the Labor Government's Acts Amendment 
(Domestic Violence) Bill 2004, the ideas which aro e from the four members 'were amazing' -

3 

The cross-party group of members, led by Barbara, were described a being: 

... very interested in the area of fami ly vio lence, and . .. the whole area of dealing with 
fami lies. They made it their business to go out to look at the institution that were in place.

4 

In some re pects, it was their work that provided the evidence to commence the long nece sary 
legis lative program by governments in dome tic vio lence. 

Ibid . 
WAPD(LC), 26 August 2004, p. 5669. 
Ibid . 
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In Parliament, Barbara very capably held a wide range of shadow Ministry responsibilities 
focused in particular on Education, Children's Interests, Women's Interests, Community 
Development, the Arts and Culture and Censorship. She was outstanding with her work in the 
parliamentary committee · system. Her standing committee work was substantial with 
membership including the Standing Committee on Constitutional Affairs and Statutes 
Revision ( 1993- 1996); the Standing Committee on Government Agencies, which then became 
Public Administration, ( I 994-200 I); and she also gave long service on the Joint Standing 
Committees of Delegated Legislation ( 1997- 1998 and 2005- 2008) and the Anti-Corruption 
Commission (200 1- 2004). 

Very significant was Barbara's chairmanship of two select committees, namely the Select 
Committee on Immunisation and Vaccination Rates in Children ( 1997- 1998) and the Select 
Committee on Advocacy for Children (Appointment of a Commissioner for Children) (2003-
2004). The catalyst for the first committee for Barbara was an outbreak in 1997 of whooping 
cough across Australia and the subsequent focus on the low rates of vacci nation. Given her 
belief that public policy ought to be driven by sound research, the findings of the committee 
led to recommendations to address low immunisation rates, ease of access ibility to 
immunisation and the need to examine the possibility of compensation in the event of all eged 
adverse reactions. 5 

The Select Committee on Advocacy for Children (Appointment of a Commissioner for 
Children) in its final report in July 2004 recommended the estab lishment of a Commission for 
Children and Young People with a Commi ss ioner at its head having comprehensive powers to 
establish advocacy for children and young people under the age of 18 years. In fact, in 2002, 
the so-called Gordon Report into family violence and child abuse in Western Australian 
Aboriginal communities, as one of its 197 findings and recommendations, had advocated the 
appointment of a children's commissioner. Barbara had made a submission with this 
suggestion in line with points she had made in her Inaugural Speech nearly a decade earlier 
when she said, ' Let us leave no child behind ' .6 Initially, though, the Labor Government did not 
respond in the affirmative but on 19 May 2005, Hon Shei la McHale (q.v.), pre-empted the 
final select committee report with an announcement that the State Government led by Dr 
Geoff Gallop intended to establi sh in the same year, a new independent children's 
commission, headed by a children's commissioner. 

The Select Committee on Advocacy for Children (Appointment of a Commissioner for 
Children) had intended to prepare a draft Bill to accompany its report. This Bill was not 
finalised but the report provided the model for the legislation which was finally passed in 2006 
after Hon Kate Doust (q.v.) led the carriage of the Bill for the Government. As had been 
recommended by the committee, followed by discussions and agreement between the 
Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly, the Parliament was to establish a Joint 
Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People. This took place 
late in the thirty-seventh Parliament and was re-establi shed in the thirty-eighth Parliament in 
November 2008. Fittingly, Barbara was nominated as the inaugural chairperson of the 
committee. The first Commissioner for Children and Young People, Ms Michelle Scott, took 
office in December 2007 and tabled her first report in November 2008. Before Barbara retired 
tn May 2009, the joint standing committee had conducted a public hearing with the 

Report of the Select Committee into Immunisati on and Vaccination Rates in Child ren (Barbara Scott , 
Chairman), July 1999, p. xx. 
WAPD{LC) , 29 June 1993 , p. 500. 
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commissioner as part of the review of the commissioner ' first annual report. Barbara, as the 
leading advocate behind the estab li shment of the Commiss ioner for Children and Young 
People, had been afforded the opportunity to oversee some of the initia l work of the 
commissioner. 7 

Barbara 's involveme nt with issues affecting children was also linked to her strong belief in the 
family as the bas ic unit of society. he quoted the Frenchman Frederi ck de Playe: 

Tell me what kind of fam ily yo u have and I wi ll te ll you what kind of soc iety you have.8 

When later di scussing the matter of women in Parli ament during debate on the unsuccessfu l 
attempt by Chery l Davenport (q .v.) to appoint a joint select committee on the issue, Barbara 
made it c lear that she supported her party 's argument for 'choice for women ' and with choices 
receiving the 'support of government ': 

Once a woman dec ides to have a fa mil y, it is her responsibility to fo llow that choice th rough. If 
she chooses a career she has a responsibility to fo llow it through . Women should not walk 
away from their responsibilities ... [but can combine both).9 

One of the advantages of fixed terms, as constitutionall y provided for the Legislative Counci l 
in Western Australia, is the opportunity for members to present a Valedictory Speech. Barbara 
was ab le to take advantage of thi s situation, which due to a snap election in 2008 was denied 
members in the 'other place' for the thirty-seventh Parliament. In moving the valedictory 
remarks motion, Hon Norman Moore, as Leader of the House, recognised how the 
appointment of a Commiss ioner for Children and Young People was a well-earned 
culmination, for Barbara, of her perseverance of a campaign for the office. At the same time, 
Norman Moore mentioned that, as Minister for Education, hi s appointment of Barbara to carry 
out a report on early childhood education had resulted in a 's ign ificant document'. Her abi lity 
to convince the government that it was time to advance this education sector was a great credit 
to her. Also mentioned was Barbara's tire less, long-term invo lvement in the affairs of the 
Libera l Party ' s interests . '0 

In her own va ledictory remarks, Barbara thanked members of the Liberal Party, sometimes 
encompass ing support in four bouts of pre-selection , for the honour of 16 years ' membership 
of the Legislative Council , which at that time, was the longest term served in the chamber by a 
woman from her party. She was apprec iative of the Liberal Women's Council of Western 
Australia affo rding her the honour of being its patron for the past six years. Special mention 
was made of former MLA and Minister, June Cra ig (q.v.), who helped her to write her very 
first pre-selection speech and encouraged her to stand. Special thanks were also devoted to a 
previous member of the Ho us namely, Derrick Tomlin on- with whom Barbara shared an 
office for 12 years. Derrick was noted for ' hi s wit, wisdom and wise counse l' and ' hi s abi lity 
to be a political ana lyst' was thought to be fasc inati ng. 11 Another co ll eague, with whom she 

7 
See Joi nt tanding Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People, 2009), Review 
of the 2007-2008 Annual Report of the om missioner for Child ren and Young People, Report No. I, 
38 Par li ament. 
WAPD(LC) , 29 June 1993 , p. 498. 

WAPD(LC) , 7 December 1995 , p. 12633. 
10 

WAPD(LC) , 19 May 2009, pp. 4 108 109. 
II 

Ibid., p. 4 13 1. 
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shared an offi ce fo r fo ur years, was Donna Faragher (q .v.) who was thanked for her fr iendship 
and congratulated upon being the yo ungest member of the Legislati ve Council to be appointed 
to the cabinet. She also thanked her electorate office staff including Diane Goodman, who had 
given ' loya lty and commitment' fo r a ll of her time in Parli ament. 12 

Barbara also developed strong connections with many co lleagues on the oppos ite benches. In 
parti cular, Hon. Kate Doust (q.v.) was mentioned as one with whom she had worked in the 
background with a group of cross-party members of Parli ament on a number of issues, loosely 
termed li fe issues, such as the stem cell , surrogacy and li ving wills legislation- all those 
issues on which members had a conscience vote. Her colleague, the late Phillip Pendal, had 
led that group and his support had been missed. As a generous and apprec iati ve person, 
Barbara also made mention of Parli ament House staff including the clerks, chamber staff, 
switchboard ladies, security, library, and Hansard.13 

Reference to the Hansard staff inc lined Barbara to recall that when she first entered 
Parli ament, women members and women Hansard reporters were not a llowed to wear 
trousers. Times had changed and she was pleased that the number of women members and 
ministers had increased. 14 Some of these women had severa l children, and Barbara was able to 
recount the need to balance parental responsibilities, ra ising fo ur children who even required 
help with homework as a proofreader late at night, while simultaneously fulfilling the many 
roles o f an MLC. It appears that she was able to establish thi s balance as she had been a very 
successful and influential woman parli amentari an and strong fa mily person. 

Reflections by the Member on Her Parliamenta,y Career 

(These Re.fleet ions were written in I 999.) 

The centenary of the ga ining of the women's fra nchise in Western Austra li a is an appropriate 
time to re fl ect on the contributions made by women in Parliament, and a time to look forward 
to further achievements of women. 

In my view, because men and women think di fferently it is important to encourage both 
competent men and competent women into politics so that there can be a balance in the v iews 
presented on important issues and legis lation. 

At thi s stage, however, as one of onl y two women members on the government benches in the 
Legislati ve Council , it is a fo rmidable challenge to represent the views of Western Australians, 
and particularl y the women of Western Australia. 

As a member of Parli ament, the di versity o f issues I have to canvass and cover is a chall enge 
in itse lf. 

In the past few weeks I have presented prizes fo r the Down Syndrome Association to primary 
school children who wrote about the experi ence of Down synd ro me children in their schools; 
have celebrated the King ' s Cup victory fo r WA rowing (the first in more than 20 years) ; 

12 Ibid . 
13 Ibid . p. 4 132 . 
14 Ibid. , p. 4 130. 
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launched a call for old spectac les for Third World nations; collected suits from celebrities for a 
clothing library for the unemployed to mark International Women ' s Day, and represented the 
Government at a memorial service to the Australi an nurses murdered in the Banka Island 
atrocity in 1942, at which I met the sole survivor Vivian Bullwinkel. 

In the same period, the state has been struck by cyclones and flooding, causing devastation to 
three rural communities, and I have been challenged by a government decision to turn over 
two communities in my own electorate (Wattleup and Hope Valley) for industri al 
development- which will mean people 's homes will disappear. 

A ll of these groups of people have had their lives challenged. The highs and lows are 
enormous. This too is symptomatic of life in po litics. 

To be a member of Parliament and to serve the community appropriately requires great skill 
and discip line- yet at a ll times it is indeed a privi lege to be there representing one 's 
constituents. 

One issue of especial importance to me over the years has concerned prov1s1on for and 
regu lation of early childhood education. In the Address-in-Reply debate in March 1997 I had 
the opportunity to review the progress made over the years: 

Members, in my maiden speech to this Chamber I said that I entered Par liament to make a 
difference. In a recent meeting with the Premier of Western Australia I reminded him that I 
intended to continue to make a difference to thi s State and to thi s House. Honourable members 
may reca ll that during the past four years I chaired an enquiry into early chi ldhood education 
which saw the establishment of the Good Start program, and also an enquiry into traffic 
ca lming which saw the establi shment of the Office of Road Safety. This afternoon I take the 
opportunity to thank Hon Norman Moore and Hon Eri c Charlton for inviting me to lead those 
inquiries. However, there is more to be done and to make a difference we must always ee that 
there is more to be done. 

The recommendati ons and findin gs of the Scott report into voluntary full time prcprimary 
education in Western Australi a have resulted in the Coa lition Government making a huge 
investment in young Western Australians. The comprehensive early education programs which 
have flowed from these recommendations pl ace Western Australia ahead of most Australian 
States, indeed, ahead of ... most nati ons around the world . I would like to acknowledge my 
colleague, Hon Norman Moore, who was then Minister for Education, for having faith in my 
work and the courage to take to Cabinet the proposals which have given Western Australia the 
leading edge in the fi eld. 

The Government ' s strategy on early education can best be summed up in the words used by 
Jean Ri ce, who was the acting director of early education during its implementation phase in 
1994 to 1996. Jean Rice successfu lly managed the expansion of the programs through some 
very difficult periods. I pay tribute to her today fo r her outstanding leadership. Jean 's words 
were that the Government of Western Australia has made a commitment to quality earl y 
childhood education for a ll Western Australian children. 

The earl y childhood programs .. . worth $ 122111 by the year 2000, will also provide 450 jobs for 
new teachers and 450 additional teachers aides. The change to the entry age will come into 
e ffect in the year 200 I with a June cut off. I am pleased to say that the deci ion to raise the 
entry age into kindergarten, pre primary and year One has been validated by the Institute of 
Child Health of Western Australia in its most recent report ' WA Child Health Survey 

ducation, Hea lth and ompetence' which found that students wi th birth dates in the last 
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quarter of the calendar year had lower ratings of overall academic competence. The Scott 
report into early education provided a vision to guide government policy for young children 
well into ihe next century. However, it is important that vision become a reality and that 
quality is not compromised by quantity ... 

The third issue in early education that I wi ll address is the estab li shment of an Office for 
Children. I believe that governments can be measured by the way they va lue thei r children. 
Therefore, I believe it is imperative that every Government does care and value its children. 
Like many others, I would like to see a dedicated Offi ce for Children established. 

Recently we saw high profile stories on the plight of some of our chil dren: the estimated 20 per 
cent of young Western Australian chi ldren who have mental health problems; the debilitating 
prevalence of hookworm in festation in Aboriginal children; and Austra li a 's appallingly low 
immunisation rate of 53 per cent. In 1996, 4000 Australian children cont racted whooping 
cough; 2500, rubella; and 500, measles. Not only do these diseases cause devastation through 
death in fa milies, also many simple childhood diseases often cause hearing, s ight or speech 
problems which are known to impede early learning. Each of these stories I have quoted is an 
early childhood story. 

The Early Childhood Council and the Family and Children's Serv ices Council- led by Ann 
Zubrick and Ruth Reid respectively- are good and usefu l initiati ves. Each is concerned to see 
more done by way of early intervention and better coordination. However, in the end, each is 
made up of people who also have full time commitments elsewhere. In the final analysis I am 
ca lling fo r a holistic approach to young children. The current way [in which] government 
agencies are set up tends to fragment the whole child and profess ional into parts- health, care, 
education, welfare, and so on . However, no agency or body has the overa ll picture. For as long 
as we fail to act in the best interests of our young children, we will continue to read about cases 
which could have been prevented or avo ided if only we had acted more wisely when the 
children were young. 15 

Concluding my speech I looked ahead to the forthcoming changes in the composition of the 
Legislative Council as a consequence of the 1996 election : 

I am particularly honoured to be a Member of this Chamber. I know that some of my party 
colleagues are looking at the new Legislative Council which will operate after 2 1 May with 
some fear and trepidation, but I do not share their outlook. It wi ll be a Council which will be 
vigorous and lively, in which issues will be won or lost on their merit, and through which the 
bureaucracy and Exec uti ve will be subject to intense scrutiny. It will become a House for the 
people, protecting their rights and pri vil eges from government excesses, which I believe was 
the original intent of the Parliament. This historic change in the Legislat ive Council , with the 
Government not having a majority, may also herald another eq ually historic change; that is, a 
change in the gender of the President! 16 

Just over a year later, I participated in the closing stages of debate on the Acts Amendment 
(Abortion) Bill : 

I remind members that the responsibility fo r thi s Bill and its outcomes li es with each and every 
member of Parliament. We are aware of the outcome- the Bill will be passed- and we should 
look very closely at what we do as members of Parliament after the proclamation o f thi s 
legislation. 

15 WAPD(LC), 7 March 1997, pp.7- 8. 
16 Ibid ., p. I 0. 
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It is important that we lobby the Government to provide funding to pregnancy support agencies 
which are currently helping women find alternati ves to abortion. I refer here to the fa mil y 
planning group and others. We should consider seriously support and counselling fo r women 
who may suffer from post-abortion syndrome. I do not suggest that all women suffer in that 
way, but many do . Many agencies are being starved of funding. The Fam il y Planning 
Association or a similar organisation shou ld be funded to conduct a statewide campaign not 
dissimilar to the very success ful safe driving campaign ' Appoint a Skipper' to ensure that 
people have access to fami ly planning and responsible parenthood methods such as birth 
control and contraception .. . It is also very important to undertake some form or reporting 
because at the moment it is difficult to obta in accurate details. Therefore, as a fo ll ow up to the 
passage of thi s Bill I wou ld like to see accurate, detailed reporting- not the provision of 
names- so that we can classify where the co mmonalities lie between young women, marri ed 
women or whatever. I will be lobbying in support of that process. 

Many members, including pro-li fe members, must stri ve to achieve those goals. We have heard 
very often in the past few months that members want to reduce the number or abortions in thi s 
State. My fear is that the passage of this Bi ll will increase the number of abortion , and I 
challenge members to demonstrate their sincerity by supporting lobbying efforts so that some 
good results may fl ow from thi s Bill , whi ch I believe is an evil Bil l. 

We should also lobby for the provi ion of ultrasounds in counselling so that a true li fe image 
can be shown to a mother to help her make a rea l cho ice. We have spoken extensively about 
informed consent, and how doctors co uld face liti gati on if all the fact · are not provided. A real 
li fe ultrasound image of unborn children would help women to understand clearl y what wi ll 
happen not only to the unborn children but to the women's bodies. 

In my first speech to thi s Parli ament I aid that the aborti on debate in Western Australia must 
begin with the recognition that li fe begins at conception; that a civilised society wi ll be and can 
be judged on how we value our children, our frail , our elderl y and our di sabled. 

The Bill condones abortion on demand . The hundreds of letters and telephone call s I have 
received have urged me to vote aga inst the Bill , whi ch I will do because I believe that this is a 
human rights issue, notjust a women 's issue. 17 

WAPD(LC), 20 May 1998, p. 2835 . 
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