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M r Bertram: It would do the legal profession 
good, but no-one else. 

Mr HASSELl: That is very interesting be
cause the member for Mt. Hawthorn seems to be 
suggesting that the Government did not interfere 
in the Tasmanian dam issue because -

Mr Berlram: You suggested it. 

Mr HASSELL: -it would have been a waste 
of money. 

Mr Bertram: Probably would have been, too. 

Mr HASSELL: That is not what the Attorney 
General said on behalf of the Government at that 
time. The Attorney General issued a Press release 
in which he said the Government was not 
interfering on the side of Tasmania because it 
supported Federal intervention to stop the Frank
lin dam. 

Mr Blaik ie: Which every member on that side 
supported also. They all supported Federal 
intervention in Tasmania . 

Mr HASSELL: That is what the Government 
said . It supported the Federal intervention in 
Tasmania, and therefore, would not intervene on 
behalf of Tasmania to oppose Federal 
intervention. 

Now, we have before us an Aboriginal land 
rights inquiry being conducted in this State at the 
behest of the Stale Government, apparently to be 
overruled, overridden, disregarded, and treated 
with contempt by Mr Holding and his gang in 
Canberra . Not one word has been said by this 
Government in opposition to it. 

It is time the Premier and his Government rec
ognised their interests and responsibilities are 
towards Western Australia. In the months leading 
up to the election the Premier made great play of 
how he would stand up to any Government in 
Canberra to protect the interests of Western Aus
tralia. When l asked the Premier a question about 
that fact-on the day we sat to pass the ill-fated 
prices controllegislation-

Mr Blaikie: Prices control! What a laugh that 
turned out to be. 

Mr HASSElL:-he said in a written answer, 
on that day, that this Government of his would 
stand up to any Government in Canberra whicb 
threatened the interests of Western Australia. 
When is that going to happen? 

Mr Blaikie: I think you had better repeat it 
again. 

MR BURKETI (Scarborough) (5.00 p.m.]: Mr 
Speaker I congratulate you on your appointment 
to this high office and I commend you on your 
ability to bring this rowdy House to order. 

1 congratulate the Premier, his Ministers, and 
all members of this Government both in this 
House and in the Legislative CounciL I would 
particularly like to congratulate the new women 
members in both Houses, aU of whom have shown 
that they will be members of Parliament for many 
years to come. I look forward to these women 
being represented on the front bench at which 
time I doubt that any of those opposite will ever 
enjoy the last word in any future debate. 

While talking of women, J thank those four 
special people who almost walked their legs off to 
get me where I am today-they are my wife, 
Beryl, and my daughters Joanne. Sharon, and 
Penny, all of whom gave 100 per cent commit
ment to me and to the Australian labor Party. I 
thank them most sincerely, and all the wonderful 
people who worked on my election campaign. 

In particular, I extend special thanks to my 
wife's mother, Mrs Nell Smith, who while we 
were on the election campaign completely man
aged our house for six months and did all the 
housework. I will be grateful to her for my entire 
life. I thank the staff of this House who have been 
most generous with their assistance to me. 

The Minister for Consumer Affairs, who is, of 
course, the leader of this House, I thank for his 
guidance to a ll new members. If it is .. missionary 
zeal" which permits him to work at full pace from 
7.00 a.m. to 11.00 p.m. each day, I do hope that 
he can always retain this tremendous zest. 

Just what have he and his department achieved 
in the past five months, and what legislation is he 
preparing to properly protect everyone in our so
ciety? 

A committee of inquiry into petrol prices in 
Western Australia has been established under the 
Prevention of E1lcessive Prices Act. The terms of 
reference of the inquiry are three-fold-

(a) to conduct a study of how the retail pet
rol market functions in Western Aus. 
tralia ; 

(b) to seek to identify the circumstances 
under which wholesale and retail price 
control of motor fuel may be desirable in 
Western Australia and to advise the 
commissioner as to whether he should 
fix max.imum prices for motor fuel· and 
if so, what such price ought to be; 

(c) to examine the trading conditions of pet
rol retailers and to report to the Minis
ter concerning those matters as soon as 
possible. 

A reduction in the price of petrol has been 
achieved as a result of the enactment of the Pre
vention of Excessive Prices Act 1983. The Minis· 
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ter also declared retail service station site rentals 
under the Act to enable the Prices Commissioner 
to investigate all rental and lease matters relevant 
to those service stations. This action requires sup
pliers of those declared services to notify the 
Prices Commissioner of any intended price rises 
not less than 14 days before those increases are 
proposed to come into effect. 

Investigations have begun by the Commissioner 
for Consumer Affairs into some shopping centre 
leases to assess the fairness or otherwise of pro
posed increases which would put rents up from 
between 15 per cent and 60 per cent a year. 

A Bill has been drafted to amend the Builders• 
Registration Act to expand the geographical 
jurisdiction of the board. The board's powers 
currently apply only to the area served by the 
Metropolitan Water Authority which was a 
boundary decided by a previous Liberal Govern· 
ment. Notable deficiencies exist in the actual geo
graphical area the board covers. For example. in 
the Shire of Mundaring, one side of the street is 
covered by the board, while the other side is not. 
All the Serpentine-Jarrahdale townsite is outside 
its charter, while the surrounding State forest is 
included. One-third of Ballajura is excluded. 
Another exclusion is Singleton in the Shire of 
Rockingham and yet a piece of the Shire of 
Beverley is included. These anomalies mean that, 
in practical terms, the Builders' Registration 
Board of WA cannot carry out its work properly. 

Uniform credit legislation is proposed to offer 
greater protection to those who buy goods and 
services of ali types on credit. This will provide for 
the establishment of uniform credit Jaws across 
Australia. The legislation will improve the disclos· 
ure to consumers of the real cost of any type of 
credit they arc seeking. It will be possible to 
introduce a computer data system which will en· 
able all finance company encumbrances on any 
item for sale to be checked very quickly by pro. 
spe~tive purchasers. 

legislation has been drafted to license travel 
agents to ensure that travellers are protected from 
unfair or unscrupulous practices. Travel agents 
will be required to register and to adhere to a 
code of practice. In addition, agents will be re· 
quircd to have a trust account, and a fidelity fund 
will be established for the industry. 

A consumer education programme will give 
consumers an awareness of their rights, and 
knowledge of the legislative protection available 
to them. Seminars have been held and will be con
tinued to be held throughout the State. Such sem
inars have involved the business sector and it is 
believed that the business sector will benefit in not 

having to deal with as many unjustified corn· 
plaints as is now the case. 

A working party bas been set up to establish 
responsibilities for the design, construction, and 
performance of footings and structures on reactive 
clays and other problem soils. In 1982, 6 403 
dwelling approvals were granted and 442 com
plaints by individuals were made to the Builders' 
Registration Board of W A. The working party 
consists of a representative from the Institution of 
Engineers Australia, the Master Builders Associ
ation of W A, the Local Government Association 
of WA, the Housing Industry Association, and 
tbe Builders' Registration Board of W A, and is 
chaired by the MLA for Helena and Government 
Whip (Mr Gordon Hill). The working party was 
established after the Minister had inspected a 
number of houses which are the subject of com
plaints to the board, and which involve extensive 
cracking of internal and ~ternal waUs and associ
ated problems, most of which can be traced to 
inadequate or inappropriate footings. 

A new trade standards Act has been drafted 
which, inter alia, wliJ ensure the better labelling 
of children's nightwear to provide greater safety 
by the requirement to label correctly footwear 
and the fibre conten't of garments. This legislation 
will assist both manufacturers and consumers to 
know both what their obligations are and what 
protection is available to them. 

The effect of the legislation will also be to 
improve and modernise the taw relating to false 
advertising. For instance, the Act will enable the 
Consumer Affairs Bureau to deal with unscrupu
lous firms which are misleading young people 
about employment. ln addition, the legislation 
proposes to give to the Commissioner for Con
sumer Affairs a power to restrain misleading and 
deceptive conduct and other conduct contrary to 
the Act. At the present time, some misleading ad
vertising by non-corporate traders cannot be dealt 
with as the Commonwealth Trade Practices Act 
can deal only with corporations. 

Amendments to the Builders' Registration Act 
are being drafted to provide for a consumer rep
resentative on the board, to limit the activities of 
new builders obtaining owner-builder licences by 
extending the period in which an owner-builder is 
precluded from obtaining a further licence from 
two to six years. and to extend the limit in which 
a person may sell his owner-built bouse from l 8 
months to three years. This condition may be 
waived by the Minister on compassionate or genu
ine hardship grounds. The purpose is to prevent 
operating non-registered builders purporting to be 
genuine owner-builders, and in fact building spec 
homes. 
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A Bill to repeal the Door to Door (Sales) Act 
will strengthen controls over door-to-door sales in 
Western Australia and provide more protection 
for consumers. The present seven-day cooling-off 
period for this type of sale would be increased to 
10 days. A provision will be included in the Act to 
prevent unscrupulous operators seeking to circum
vent the Act by performing work during the 
cooling-off period. The Act will distinguish be
tween calls solicited by the vendor and unsolicited 
calls. The new Act will clarify the position where 
requests are made by the vendor to attend at the 
purchaser's residence to negotiate a sale and pre
vent circumvention of the Act by vendors setting 
up a call that purports to be one solicited by a 
purchaser when, in fact, it has been arranged by 
the vendor. The new legislation win also apply to 
agreements made at the home and at a place of 
employment. 

The responsibility for policing, and prosecutions 
of, unlicensed motor vehicle dealers is being 
transferred to the Police Department. This 
function was previously performed by two retired 
police officers operating from the Bureau of Con
sumer Affairs. Officers of the bureau do not have 
the authority necessary to carry out duties necess
ary for the implementation of this aspect of the 
Motor Vehicle Dealers Act. A special unlicensed 
motor vehicle dealers' squad has been formed 
within the Police Department's Traffic Branch 
and the squad will have the authority to stop, 
search, and detain individuals and obtain and ex
ecute search warrants to seek evidence in their 
investigations. The officers previously carrying 
out this function did not have the authority to 
undertake investigations in this way. 

Extension of the definition of .. consumer'' 
under the Consumer Affairs Act will include 
farmers. This wiiJ provide for protection for 
farmers in relation to their farming equipment. 
This has been an area of neglect by Liberal 
Governments for some time even though hundreds 
of calls are made to the Department of Consumer 
Affairs each year by farmers who have a special 
problem in gaining redress over defective goods 
and services. This move honours an election policy 
promise to classify farmers as consumers under 
the Act. 

A Bill to amend the Painters' Registration Act 
will extend the area covered by the Painters' 
Registration Board to be the same as that en
compassed by the Builders' Registration Board of 
W A as proposed. This will include all areas 
forming the me~ropolitan region under the Metro
politan Regional Town Planning Scheme Act, as 
well as the Shire of Mandurah. The size of the 
board is to be increased to permit a representative 

from the Painters and Decorators' Union in 1ine 
with the requirements of the Builders' Regis
tration Board of W A and to provide for a con
sumer representative nominated by the Minister. 

The Land Valuers Licensing Act will be 
amended to provide for a consumer representative 
and to remove restrictions on the Minister for the 
appointment of persons to the board. The 
intention is to allow greater flexibility in the selec
tion of experienced members and to allow the 
Minister a choice in the selection of persons who 
might be suitable for appointment to the board. 

Amendments to the Small Claims Tribunals 
Act will lift the monetary jurisdiction of the 
tribunal from $1 000 to $2 000. In respect of mat
ters where the claim is between $I 000 and 
$2 000, there will be a provision that either party 
or the referee shall have a right to transfer the 
matter to the Local Court. This proposal wil1 pro
vide greater protection to consumers and is appro
priate, given that there has been no change in the 
monetary jurisdiction since the legislation was 
first enacted. 

A third full-time referee will be appointed to 
the Small Claims Tribunal and additional mem
bers for the panel of parHime referees. In the 
past J 2 months the volume of claims has in
creased dramatically and it is estimated that the 
level will reach 1900 claims to 31 December 1983. 
Currently claims are listed for hearing approxi
mately six weeks ahead with part-time referees 
being utilised extensively. In addition, it is envis
aged that the proposal to increase the monetary 
jurisdiction from $1 000 to $2 000 will enlarge the 
number of claims to be lodged with the tribunal 
and it is expected that the panel will need to be 
increased. 

The Sale of Goods Act will be amended to pro
vide for implied terms to be imposed into con
tracts for the sale of goods and the provision of 
services to consumers in terms similar to those of 
the Consumer Transactions Act in South Aus
tralia and the Manufacturers Warranty Act of 
South Australia. The present legislation in this 
State provides for the inclusion in contracts for 
the sale of goods certain implied terms; for 
example, that goods be of merchantable quality or 
fit for a particular purpose, or comply with 
sample or description. The Sale of Goods Act 
does not extend to the provision of services and 
there is no corresponding provision in relation to 
contracts for the provision of services. There is 
also no provision in State legislation which pro
vides for a manufacturer's warranty in respect of 
the sale of goods. Certain provisions are contained 
in the Trade Practices Act which provide for some 
protection. but the provisions are limited to cor-
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porations and there will be numerous situations 
where a person dealing with a non-body corporate 
will be unable to obtain the protection afforded 
under the Trade Practices Act. 

Legislation in other States overcomes this prob
lem and consumers in W A dealing with non-body 
corporales are in a disadvantaged position as 
against persons dealing in other States. The pro
posals will avoid the legal confusion which often 
arises of drawing a distinction between corpor
ations and non-corporations to determine what 
form of protection is given to a consumer of goods 
or1serv1ces. 

Establishment of a fidelity fund under the 
Motor Vehicle Dealers Act will compensate con
sumers in the event of failure of a dealer to--

(a) carry out warranty work; 
(b) pass good title to a vehicle; and, 
(c) account to a vendor who has consigned 

his vehicle to the dealer for sale. 

It is proposed that the fund will be administered 
by the Motor Vehicle Dealers Licensing Board 
and will comprise moneys derived as a levy on 
each registered premises operated by a dealer. 
Payments from the fund will be contingent upon a 
consumer having taken reasonable steps to seek 
recovery outside the fund. This fund is being es
tablished after consultation with the Royal 
Automobile Club of WA (Inc.), the Chamber of 
Automotive Industries of Western Australia Inc., 
and the Western Australian Automobile Chamber 
of Commerce Inc. 

The Motor Vehicle Dealers Act is being 
amended to require contracts for the sale of motor 
vehicles to be in writing, and to require the ven
dor-dealer to give to the purchaser a completed 
copy of the contract for purchase signed both by 
the purchaser and by, or on behalf of, the dealer. 
This will ensure that the dealers will get a copy of 
the contract in relation to the sale of the vehicle, a 
practice which is not always the case now. 

The Minister for Planning was last week 
referred to by those less talented than himself as 
"the mosquito". It does not surprise me that those 
opposite must resort to their name calling as it is 
quite evident that the Minister has so much 
ability that his opponents cannot beat him under 
the normal rules of fair play. His positive ap
proach to all his portfolios leaves nothing to be 
desired, and I am proud to be a member of the 
Government of which he is a senior Minister. 

Government members: Hear, hear! 

Mr BURKETT: I now turn to the subject of 
town planning: and I intend to comment on the 
Town Planning Board and the Metropolitan Re
gion Planning Authority. I will also mention mat-

ters connected with my own constituency of 
Scarborough. 

In the introduction to the report entitled 
.. Proposals for an integrated planning system for 
Western Australia", dated June 1977, Mr Lloyd 
Graham, when referring to the two factors which 
should be recognised in a planning system, said 
that planning is a co-ordinating effort- particu
larly at State level-and, as such, its prime pos
ition relative to other agencies must be recognised 
in legislation; and that planning requires the 
"integration" of many areas of interest in order to 
produce meaningful plans and planning policies at 
State, regional, and local levels. 

Although the existing planning structure could 
be said to allow fulfillment of these two factors, I 
question whether in fact, this is happening in 
practical terms. Local authorities have been 
vested, by delegation, with a good deal of power 
to deal with planning matters; but they are sub
ject to State instrumentalities in a number of 
areas such as subdivision, the approval of z.oning 
schemes, and rezonings. 

The Town Planning Board was established fol
lowing promulgation of the Town Planning and 
Development Act 1928. The board comprises five 
members, who are a person appointed by the 
Governor as a member and the chairman; an ar
chitect; an engineer or a surveyor; a person whose 
name is selected from a panel of three names sub
mitted to the Minister by the Local Government 
Association of Western Australia (Inc.); and a 
person appointed by reason of his qualifications in 
the business matters to be dealt with by the 
board. 

It is interesting to note that the Act does not re
quire a town planner to sit on the board. In fact, 
the Act originally required the Town Planning 
Commissioner to act as chairman, but this re
quirement was deleted by an amendment in 1980. 

The Act requires the board to advise the Minis* 
ter in the administration of the Act, and to hold 
such inquiries and do all such matters necessary 
for the effective administration, under the Minis
ter, of the Act. In essence, the main functions of 
the board are to deal with subdivision appli
cations, and, although not specifically provided 
for in the Act, to advise the Minister on local 
authority town planning schemes and scheme 
amendments prior to his granting preliminary or 
final approval. 

In 1976, the Act was amended to permit the 
board and the MRPA to prepare statements of 
planning policy. Notwithstanding improvements 
in the operation of the board since the appoint
ment of a chairman from the local government 
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area, a number of shortcomings still exist which 
have an effect on local government, the develop
ment industry, and town planning generally. 

The time taken to deal with subdivision appli
cations can delay the provision of subdivided lots 
to the marketplace. It is acknowledged that the 
board is not wholly responsible for such delays. 
Perhaps the system itself, with its lengthy consul
tation procedures, requires modification. In some 
cases, board policy on subdivision conflicts with 
the views of local authorities which are often in 
the best position to evaluate local conditions. 

The delays involved in dealing with town 
planning schemes, particularly zoning schemes, 
and scheme amendments are intolerable. The 
City of Stirling reviewed its 1974 zoning scheme 
in 1979 as required by legislation. It decided to 
prepare a new scheme and this was adopted, after 
a good deal of public consultation, in October 
1980. Preliminary approval was not given until 
December 1982, and final approval is still 
awaited. If gazcttal in late I 983 is anticipated, 
the process will have taken three years since adop
tion. Ordinarily the city's zoning scheme would be 
due for review in 1984, taking into account the 
five-year review period. I understand that other 
local authorities, and notably the City of Melville, 
have experienced similar delays. It could be ar
gued that delays at the present time are attribu
table to the advent of the R-codes. However, the 
City of Stirling's original district scheme took five 
years to gain approval. 

Scheme amendments, and particularly those 
dealing with the rezoning of small areas of land, 
usually take from six to eight months to gain ap
proval. Even when there are no public sub
missions, a six-month wait can be expected. This 
increases the applicant's holding costs and pre
vents the early commencement of worthwhile, 
job-creating projects. I understand that a recent 
review or the town planning regulations suggests 
that a time limit be placed on local authorities in 
the scheme amendment procedures, but no time 
limits are to be placed on the Town Planning 
Board. To the board's credit, a number of policy 
statements have been issued. The most important 
of these are in R-codes. Despite a great deal of 
input from local authorities and others, the codes 
are still not finalised and many areas still require 
examination. 

The MRPA was established pursuant to the 
Metropolitan Region Town Planning Scheme Act 
1959. It is a 13-member authority consisting of 
representatives of major Government depart
ments, local authorities, and private interests. For 
the first 20 years of its history, the chairmanship 
of the authority was an honorary position. The 

first two chairmen were ex-h>eal gov~rnment 

councillors, one with 23 years of local government 
experience, and the second with I 3 years of local 
government experience. However, on I September 
1979, a permanent paid chairman was appointed. 
The incumbent is from the private sector with no 
experience in local government or any other pub
lic capacity, to my knowledge. 

The functions of the MRPA, as detailed in the 
Act, are to formulate, promulgate, and administer 
the metropolitan region scheme; to review the 
scheme periodically; and to amend the scheme 
when necessary. 

The metropolitan region scheme was gazetted 
in 1963. I am not aware of any comprehensive re
view since that time. In the early 1970s, the so
called "Corridor Plan" was adopted as Govern· 
ment policy; but this has never been formally ga
zetted as part of the scheme. Naturally, many 
amendments have taken place, but many of these 
have been of a ••catch-up" nature to bring the 
scheme into conformity with approved local auth
ority schemes. 

I can see a number of problems associated with 
the present structure and operation of the MRPA. 
I question whether the authority fulfills the co
ordinating role that it is intended to. 
Notwithstanding the presence of heads of Govern
ment departments, each of those departments will 
appear to be inclined to ••go its own way" re
gardless of the aims of the metropolitan region 
scheme. The mixture of appointed civil servants 
and elected people tends to militate against ef. 
ficient operation. It is sometimes difficult for 
part-time local government representatives to 
.. compete" with full·time highly qualified and ex· 
pert heads of Government departments. I am not 
criticising those civil servants, but simply pointing 
out the difficulties inherent in such a mix. 

The MRPA's image in terms of its record in 
public participation is somewhat tainted. The 
examples of Herdsman Lake, the Canning River 
bridge. and Servetus Street require little further 
comment. 

The Acr provides for the establishment of five 
district planning committees to represent the 26 
metropolitan local authorities. The role of these 
committees is to assist the MRPA in the planning 
of the region. Each committee appoints a member 
to represent it on t~e MRPA. I understand that it 
was not until June 1983 that representatives of 
these committees, except the City of Perth, met in 
concert with the Chairman and Secretary of the 
MRPA. 

A continued bone of contention is the 
significance of the role the district committees 
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play, or are allowed to play. For example, the ma
jority of matters referred to the committees are 
matters which would. in any case, be dealt with 
by one of the constituent local authorities as part 
of the normal planning process. If a particular 
committee raises a matter of some significance, it 
must be remembered that the committee has only 
one voice on the MRPA. 

Members would know that I represent a coastal 
electorate. Within Scarborough lie the most popu
lar recreational beach in Western Australia-and 
indeed in Australia-and the homes of people 
who choose to live near the coast in an ever
changing environment where land and sea meet. 
It is my view that previous Governments have 
neglected the Western Australian coastline, and 
the only exception to the rule would have to be 
the member for Karrinyup who has consistently 
opposed the construction of boat ramps and ugly 
seas of bitumen parking along the coast of his 
electorate. 

I place on record today the fact that I will urge 
my Government to take long-overdue action 
towards effective management of our coastline. In 
particular, I will be seeking the creation of a 
coastal management authority for Western Aus
tralia, supported by necessary Statutes to effect 
its brief, its own area or in related legislation such 
as an amended Environmental Protection Act. 

Let me make it clear that I do not frivolously 
advocate the creation of yet another statutory 
authority. My earlier comments in relation to the 
MRPA show that I am only too aware of what 
sort of monsters some authorities can become 
when they break loose from their initially short 
leashes. 

I submit that there is an overwhelming case for 
the creation of a body to care for Western Aus
tralia's coast. Western Australia is the largest 
State, with the longest coastline. It has some 
12 500 kilometres of coastline with a vast array of 
natural forms and human uses. The coastline is a 
special region because it is where the land meets 
the sea. Our Environmental Protection Authority 
defines the coastal zone as extending seaward to 
the 30-metre depth contour line and inland one 
kilometre from the high water mark. The coastal 
zone accommodates urban and industrial develop
ment, port installations, defence facilities. ecologi
cal reserves, commercial fishing, and recreational 
activities such as fishing. swimming, surfing, 
boating, and sightseeing. This coastal zone is 
arguably Western Australia's most valuable tour
ist attraction. If we could put a dollar value on 
what our coastline means to the State, we would 
find that its value far exceeded that of matters 

dealt with by most of the statutory authorities in 
existence in Western Australia. 

Numerous examples of conflict of interest have 
arisen within the coastal zone in Western Aus
tralia. In my own electorate of Scarborough, we 
have the recent example of controversy sur· 
rounding a proposed high-rise development. 
Clearly we will gain the greatest value from our 
coastal zone if conflicting interests are resolved in 
accordance with a coastal zone plan administered 
by a dedicated authority. 

All other Australian States have Government 
bodies dedicated to coastal management. Even 
Queensland has its Beach Protection Authority 
with powers to litigate in its own right Recently 
the Queensland Beach Protection Authority 
joined a local government authority in the courts 
against an unsavoury real estate development pro· 
posal. 

The Liberal Government wasted an opportunity 
to establish a coastal management authority. In 
1980, the then State Government appointed an 
adviser to the Environmental Protection Auth
ority on the coastal zone. In 1981, that adviser. in 
conjunction with a steering committee. reported 
to the Liberal Government, in a report entitled 
"Coastal planning and management in Western 
Australia". Par for the political course of our op
ponents, the Liberal Cabinet refused to make the 
report public and ignored its major recommen
dations. which included the creation of a full-time 
State Government organisation dedicated to 
coastal management. 

The Premier is committed to the acquisition 
and preservation of the Whitford nodes and the 
Star Swamp bushland in its entirety. I ask that he 
give urgent and positive consideration to the 
suggestions which I have recorded today. 

Thank you. 

[Applause.] 

MR RUSHTON (Dale) [5.27 p.m.]: I will 
make a few remarks until we reach the appointed 
hour for question time. One of my comments re· 
lates to a question answered by the Minister for 
Planning today. I asked him about the number of 
blocks available, and I ask him to reconsider his 
answer because the information is available from 
the Town Planning Department. I want a guide as 
to the n\.lmber of blocks provided, and the answer 
he has given me does not give any indication. 

Mr Parker: The answer I gave you is an accu
rate answer to your question. I am happy to give 
you the statistics concerning all the subdivisions. 

Mr RUSHTON: There are reserves of blocks 
available. 


