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of land adjacent to the railways for ' down artesian bores, and if we prove the

settlement in the way I have indicated.
Mr. Bath has said that I do not believe
in a Jand tax. He is absolutely right. I
do not believe in increased taxation at all
in the ordinary semse; but taxalion is
necessary, and one of the only means left
to us is the imposition of a land tax.
Whilst I do not believe in it I am
vompelled to support it: I am compelled
to support this proposal because I realise
that increased taxation 1s pecessary, and
I support it the more readily when I
remember that mucb of the money we
have lost through the falling off in the
revenue from the Customs is in the
pockets of the people. Noilwithstanding
what Mr. Bath bas said, some of the
farmers do pay duties. Much of the
money that the State has lost through
the falling off in the Customs revenue is
in the pockets of the people, and the
people will in consequence have to pay
some other form of taxation.

M=z. Bars: It is in the pockets of the
middleman.

Tae HONORARY MINISTER: It
may for the moment be in the pockets of
the middleman, but it will not stay
there long. I am perfectly certain that
the public generally are quite capable of
taking care of themselves, and seeing that
the middleman to whom the hon. member
refers does not have the money that
ought to be saved to them.

Mz. Bara: I am referring to the views
of your own side. .

Tae HONORARY MINISTER:
These are my views. I can trust the
people to get all they are entitled to, and
a bit more as a rule. Some reference has
been made to the Public Service Com-
missioner. I believe this officer is not only
an exceedingly capable man, but I helieve
his appointment will prove to be a very
useful one, and so long as the Act
remains I hope the Government will
support the official. I object to the
Qovernment being made a buffer of,
but the Comumissioner should be the
buffer between the Government and the
civil servants.

t

existence of artesian water there, then we
shall have done a great deal to help the
squatter, because he will be enabled to
put down bores to provide water for his
stock, and in that way increase the carry-
ing capacity of his property. I want to
say that we cannot carry out the building
of railways, neither can we carry out a
scheme of advances to settlers except by
borrowing wmoney. I am not at all
afraid to go to the market for the money
for the purposes indicated. Tt is abso-
lutely necessary that we should borrow
money. The money borrowed in the past
bas been well spent, and the money we
ghall borrow in the future will be equally
well invested, and in the directions Lhave
indicated it will be an absolutely good
investment.

Me. Barr: Figures do not prove that
to be so.

Tae HONORARY MINISTER: I
think the figures do prove it to be so. I

- think the figures go to show that the

money we have borrowed in the past has
been very well invested indeed when you
remember that on an investment ot

© £18,865,000 the result for 1904 was only

a loss of £4,600.

Mg. Bare: That is allowing for work-
ing expenses ¥

Tee HONORARY MINISTER: Not
for sinking fund.

Mz. BaTh : Interest.

Tse HONORARY MINISTER: In-
terest, but not sinking fund. 1 should

. like to refer again briefly to the Agricul-

[Interjection.] Wehave .

not had time to consider the classification

of the civil servants. The member
for East Fremantle referred to the great
Nor'-West. I agree with him that
something ought to be done there, and
something is being done. We are putting

tural Bank in order thut members may
realise that this bank has been doing
some good work during the past few
months. We have had 1,100 applications
during last year, aggregating £171,000,
of which we advanced £96,000 to
borrowers, and we must realise that the
expenditure of this £96,000 was very
good for the country. T would like to
say that I hope the time is not far
distant when instead of advancing
£96,000 during the year we shall
advance three or four times that sum.
Me. E. C. BARNETT (Albany): It
must be a source of great gratification to
members of the House and to the country
at large to know that very great develop-
ments have occurred receutly at great

. depths at Kalgoorlie, also the promising

outlook at the present time at Ravens-
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thorpe or the Phillips River, which with
the favourable prospects at Black Range
and Pilbarra, I think can reasonably lead
us to hope for a brighter future in
mining than we have had in the past. I
trust the Government, taking in view the
favourable prospects of the mining in-
dustry, will give the construction of
railway lines to assist these promising
fields their early and most careful con-
sideration. In connection with the
construction of railways to assist the
mining industry, while I shall sup-
port every reasonable proposal where 1
think the circumstances warrant such a
lize heing constructed, it will be only fair
that a special rate should be charged.
The credit of the country would be
pledged to construet what in a great
measure would be speculative railways.
The construction of these lines would
lessen the cost of the working and develop-
ment of tle fields. While the country is
prepared to assist in the development of
the mining industry in this manner, a
special rate for a time at least should be
charged on both Lhe carriage of goods
and the conveyance of passengers. In
making this suggestion and in advocating
this idea I do not think I am asking
anything unreasonable from the mining
industry, nothing more than an ordinary
business man would ask in taking a risk.
Referring to the construction of agricul-
tural railway lines, I huve to refer to one
point in connection with this matter with
great regret, and thatisthe unseemly haste
with which the measures for the construc-
tion of tbree railway lines were passed
last session and rushed through the
House. I trust not only this, but any
foture Mimistry will not again put such
a strain on the loyalty of their supporters
as to ask them to pass such important

[4 Jrry, 1906.]

measures without allowing them time

to give the same due consideration.

Were the three measures spoken of |

brought before the House at the present
time, I would require to know a great
deal more about them than I do now
before supporting them. Whilst approv-
ing of the policy of the Government to
congtruct railway lines to develop the
agricultural interests of this State, I
think it will be wise, before this is gone
on with to any great extent, to fully con-
gider the relative merits of loop lines and
spur lines of railways. From informa-
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tion I have gathered during the recess I
think it is very doubtful whether in
many instauces the construction of loop
lines instead of spur lines, which are so
largely advocated at present, would not,
with an equal expenditure of money,
open up a larger area of country, be more
convenient, afford a more regular service
to those settled on the land, be more
economically worked, and require & euch
smaller amount of rolling-stock to work
them. I think a mixture of the two
systems would be advisable. I am con-
vinced that under some circumstances
loop hines would do more for the State
than spur lines would. I trust that
before any lands openéd up by these new
railway lines are thrown open to selee-
tion the Minister for Lands will insist
upon the svstem of survey before selec-
tion. I also think that a fair value
should be charged for the land. We do
not want to give away the land in the.
future as has been done in the past. We
are pledging the credit' of this State, or
proposing to dv so, in a large extent to
raise money to construct these agricul-
tural lines, and one of the great assets of
this country consists of its lands. . What
I'would propose. in connection with this
18 that the land be surveyed before
selection, plans drawn out, and the
size of the blocks surveyed be ‘in
accordance with fthe quality of the
land. Where the land is of first-class
quality, a moderate-sized block, a few
hundred acres, will keep a family com-
fortably ; where the land is of poorer
quality, the size of the block surveyed
should be la¥ger. As to the value to be
placed upon the blocks, if the land is
worth £2 per acre the person who takes
it up should Le charged that amount; if
it is worth 5. am acre, let him pay that
sum; and if it is only worth 2s. 6d. an
acre, put that value upon it. The terms
on which gettlement should take place in
the future are that 5 per cent. interest on
the value of the land selected should be
charged to the selector. [MEMBER :
Value for value?] Yes. The money
sbould be received us interest, notas part
of the purchase money. The selector
should have up to 20 years, as at present,
to complete the purchase, and at any
time during the currency of that period
be should be able, on the necessary im-
provements being completed, by paying



236 Address-in-Reply :

(ASSEMBLY.]

Fifth day.

the value fized on the land, to obtain the ' regard extra tazation in this matter as an

Crown grant of the same. I think this
proposal one of the most reasonable out-
side of Western Australia on which land
is offered to the selector. It i3 one that
would safeguard the interests of the
State and not in any way tend to check
selection. Thousands of acres of land

investment, and not as a loss. Whilst
supporting the Government in their pro-
posals to increase taxation, I would
strongly urge upon them the necessity
for exercising every econony in the shape

- of avoiding all unnecessary public build-

have been taken up in the past, and ut a

very rvecent period, and those who huve
selected them will take 20 years to pay
in. After an expenditure of £1 or 30s.
an acre sales, have taken place at £2 10s.
and £3 an acre; and in some cases even
wore is asked. If the land is worth this
money, surely the State is entitled lo a
portion of the increased value which is
going to take place. And the iuterests

ings and all unnecessary wnproductive
public works. I am of opinion that &
considerable saving can be made in the

. civil service of this State. I think that

of the State should be safeguarded to °

that extent. I consider it the duty
‘'of members of this House to see that
in any future legislation the interests
~of the Stale_ are safeguarded. I am
a supporter of the proposal of the
Government to fwpose a land tax. I
consider that the finances of the State
should be conducted as nearly as possible
on the sume lines as would be adopted by
a prudent business man in carrying on
his business; that is, that the Govern-
went should make the revenue of the
State at least balance the expenditure.
The doubt in wy mind is whether the
Government have gone far enough;
whether they should not at the same
time have introduced an income tax.
There is not the slightest doubt that in
the past in Western Australia wealth has
nob contributed its fair proportion to the
revenue cf the State; and in speaking on
this matter I am not doing so in any
selfish way, because I am pleased to say
I shall have to contribute pretty liberally
both towards the land tax and income
tax. I look upon an increased taxation
at the present fime, in order to get the

finances into a sound state, as an invest- -

ment on the part of those who are in a
poeition to pay it. I am certain that the
tncreased prosperity which will follow
through the finances being got into a
sound state will put us into a much more
favourable position to go on the London
money market to borrow money; and
that the extra money paid by the owners
of property and those who have wealth
will more than be returned to them
within the course of a very few years. I

lots of offices n this State are over-
manned, and the question is how
we can deal with this. The sugges-
tion 1 would make, and 1 think it
is the only way out of the difticulty
without creating an amount of hardship,
which we all wish to avoid, is this, In
the natural course of things some retire
from the public service of this State every
year; they have to do so on account of
ailments. Deaths occur, and there are
vacancies from other causes, I would
urge upon the officers administering the
different departments of the State that,
instead of making fresh appointments to
the service, suitable men }{)e transferred
from one position to the other; and if
this system be carried out we shall find,
in the course of a few years, that the
public service will pretty well have
righted itself, and the administration will
be carried out equally as well as at the
present time and at much less cost.

Mg. Tavror: That is largely adopted
nOw.

Me. InLiNgworTH : It was the policy
of the Leake Government.

Hox. F. H. Piesse: It was the policy
of every Government.

Mr. BARNETT: With reference to
the proposal of the Governmment to give
the Fremantle Harbour Trust power to
borrow money to consiruct a graviug
dock, the member for North Fremantle
{Mr. Bolton) spoke as if the harbour
works at Fremantle belonged to Ire-
mauntte. I take it that the bharbour
works at Fremautle, out of the revenue
of which it is proposed the Harbour
Trust shall pay the interest on the pro-
posed graving dock, are a national matter,
The works have been constructed by
money borrowed by the State, and I, for
one, waut very full informmation as to the
cost of the proposed dock and the
expected revenue from it before 1 consent
to such a large and valuable asset of the
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State being practically handed over in its

entirety to the Fremantle Harbour Trust

or to any other board. Whilst impress- -

ing upon members the necessity for

economy, there is one section of the .

community which I consider shoald

receive every consideration from them.
The section to which I allude are the |

gettlers in the sparsely-settled districts;
and the roads boards in those districts

should receive every reasonable assistance ,

from the Government in constructing
roads where necded, even though the
assistance given appears very large in
proportion to the amount of rates paid.
For this reason, that in constructing
roads and bridges the Guvernment are
opening up country of which in many
instances 99 per cent. 18 owned by the
State and ouly 1 per cent. by the
gelectors ; so that the investment is really
for the benefit of the Stale itself more
than it is for those who will settle on the
land ; and unless country is opened up in
this manner in many districts settle-
ment will be very slow.

At 6-30, the SrEARER left the Chaitr.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Mz. BARNETT (continuing) : Durmng
last session, the member for Claremont
(Mr. Foulkes) introduced a short Bill to
prevent the granting of any additional
publicans’ licenses. The hon. member
understood that the Government would
at an early date introduce an amending
Licensing Bill, which the then Premier
promised to introduce during this session ;
a Bill to deal comprehensively with the
liquor traffic, and to introduce the prin-
ciple of local option. On the strength of
the Premier's promise, I voted against the

Bill of the member for Claremont. As.

there is no reference in the Governor's
Speech to a Licensing Bill this session,
and as many members are pledged to their
constituents to support a certain measure
of local option, I think it is the duty of
the Ministry to introduce this session a
short Bill to provide that no additional
licenses shall be granted until the Gov.
ernment have had time to prepare and
introduce a Bill fully dealing .with the
liquor traffic of this Stute. I am certain
that a short Bill with that object -would
receive nearly unanimous suppert, and
would be in the best intevests of the

[4 JrLy, 1906.]
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conutry. I should like to draw the atten.
tion of the Ministry to the report of a
select commiltee of this House appointed
lasl session to inquire into the alleged
surfeit of horse.racing, and should like to
lnow whether Ministers intend to act on
that report. I couosider that one of the
priucipal causes of the existing depression
in this State is the wasteful expenditure
induced by this surfeit of horse-racing;
and the sooner steps are taken to regulate
this sport, the better it will be for the
country. I should also strongly urge the
Government to pass laws relating to
gambling, giving the police fuller powers
to deal with this growing evil.

Mz, C. A. HUDSON (Dundas): I do
not intend to-night to make a long speech ;
and T propose to endeavour to avoid such
matters as have been fully dealt with here
during the debate on the Address. But
T cannot allow this occasion to pass with-
out entering a protest, with other protests
that have been entered here, against the
policy, or want of policy, adopted by the
Government in the preparation of the
Speech delivered by His Excellency the
Governor. The absolute destitution of
that Speech makes it very difficult for
anyone to treat fairly, calmly, and con-
siderately all the matters brought before
the House, and leaves him in the position
of not really knowing what is intended
to be done by the Goverrment who bhave
prepared that alleged programme. I say
that the Government have not, in this
instance, fairly treated the members of
this Assembly, and that has been shown
by the speeches not only on this (Opposi-
tion) side of the House, but on that.
Members have not been treated with that
consideration which should be accorded
on an occasion like this. There is in the
Speech an absence of any definite pro-
posals. Certainly there is a number of
platitudes introduced. The Speech is
full of platitudes; full of promises that
Mioisters will do this, that, and the
other; nothing definite, but statements
that they are about to do something for
tie development of the natural resources

! and industries of this country; but what

their proposals are they do not have the
consideration to mention. What, then,
has happened? 1In the course of this
debate the corkscrew has had to be
applied to obtain from Ministers any idea
Certainly



