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an equitable scheme by which hospital and
medieal services may be placed op a stable
foundation.

Legislation.

You will be asked to give consideration
to measures dealing with a Rural Bank
Department of the State Savings Bank, the
Redistribution of Seats, the Prevention of
Profiteering, the Registration of Land
Agents, the Health Act, Workers’ Homes,
Loesal Government, and other matters.

I now declare this session of Parliament
open, and trust that Divine Providence may
bless your labours in the interests of this
State.

BILL—MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF
COLLIE VALIDATION.

THE CHIEFT SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [3.20]: In order to assert
and maintain the undonbted rights and privi-
Jeges of this House to initiate legislation, T
move, without notice, for leave to intraduce
a Bill entitled “An Act to render valid cer-
tain aets done by the Municipal Council of
Collie otherwise than in ils correct eorpor-
ate name.”

Leave given; Bill introduced and read a
first time.

GOVERNOR’S SPEECH, DISTRIBU-
TION.

The PRESIDENT: For the sake of
greater accuracy, I have obtained from His
Excelleney the Governor copies of the
Speech that he has been pleased to deliver.
These will be distributed amongst members.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
First Day.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [325]: T
move—

That the following Address be presented to
His Excelleney the Governor in reply to the
Speech he has been pleased to deliver to us:—
f“May it please Your Execellency, We, the
members of the Legislative Council of the
Parliament of the State of Western Australia,
in Parliament assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and
to thank Your Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to deliver to Parliament.?’

I desire to take this opportunity to thank
the Government for having accorded me the
honour of moving the adoption of the Ad-
dress-in-reply. Before doing so, however,
I would like to mention that prior to my
entrance to this Chamber, I had been told
that it would be an edueation to me. I have
found out already that that is true. Al-
though I have been a member of the Legis-
lative Couneil for a comparatively few weeks
only, I have already discovered that some
of the lessons I was taught in my younger
days were altogether wrong. One of those
lessons was that I should never confradict
my elders! Yhen T came to realise that I
am the yonngest member to enter any Legis-
lative Counci] of Australia, it was apparent
to me that if what I was tanght in my
younger days was correct, I would be eon-
fronted with a serious handicap in earrying
out my duties. For that reason, Mr. Presi-
dent, yon will realise what T mean when I
say I have already learnt that some of my
lessons were wrong. At any rafe, that is the
decision I have reached. The Governor, in
his Address, tonched npon many important
subjeets and phases of work that the Gov-
ernment have given attention to during the
past vear. One of those subjects related to
the agrieultural policv. It is strange that
when one speaks to eity people regarding
the State’s agricenltural poliey, they are apt
to bpeome rather impatient. They want to
know how they ere concerned with such a
poliecy. If thev reflected for one moment,
they would realise that they have much in
common with the interests of the agricultural
community. If they took into consideration
the vast amount of work and revenue agri-
culfnre provides for our railways, and the
oreat effect the aerienltural industry has
upon the well-being of the city and the State
in eeneral, they would quickly realise how
the trade and commeree of the city are vitally
affected by it. Shops and factories all are
affected. In fact, if people stopped to con-
sider the position for a moment, they wounld
realise just how vital and important it was
to them to have a vigorons agricnltural
policy in operation. They would realise what
work would be provided if serions eonsidera-
tion were given by the Government to an
active agrienltural poliev. I congratulate
the Gorernment upon having earried out a
vigorous agricultural policy durine recent
vears. 1 am indeed pleased that they
have not been content to rvest on their
laurels when a record Tharvest was
secyred last vear. On the other hand,
they have set themselves the task of
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encouraging the produetion of a harvest of
70,000,000 beshels for the Centenary year,
While I recognise that the Government are
not wholly responsible for the reeord har-
vest, the great assistance offered to the in-
dustry by the Government has gone a long
way towards making possible that splendid
result. Apother matter menlioned in the
Speech was the pastoral industry. The in-
crease in our flocks has been something
like 1,000,000 during the past year. That
increase, too, cannot be attributed wholly
to the Government, but some credit is due to
them on account of the extension of the
provisions for Agricultural Bank assist-
ance to the pastoral industry. Still dealing
with the question of land development, re-
ference has been made to the group settle-
ments. Those settlements have been a heavy
drain on the finarcial resources of the State,
and it is pleasing {0 know that the Govern-
raent have grappled with that aspect of the
question. Settlers located on holdings that
would not permit of their making a living
are, under the poliey of the Government,
to have other blocks linked with “theirs
or are fo be moved to other areas. Those
alterafions should enable the group settle-
ments to be made a payable coneern. Tt is
pleasing to know that in a few years' time
we can expect the whole of the dairy produce
reqguired by the State to be produeed by peo-
ple within the State. Mining is another in-
dustry that has received assistance. I hope
the Government will do all in their power to
push forward the construction of the rail-
way fo Wilana, the development of which
goldfield will not only lead to the establish-
ment of a big population in that town, but
will prove benefleinl to other portions of
the State. The Government’s policy of rail-
way extension and harbour improvement
shows that the present administration are
prepared to consider the interests not only
of the city but of the whole State. I com-
pliment the Government upon the assist-
ance rendered fo hospitals. According to
the Speech, new hospitals have been estab-
lished in several parts of the State, whilst
additions have been made to other hospitals,
ineluding that at Fremanfle. T believe in-
ereased subsidies have been granted to the
managing committees of various old-estab-
lished hospitals. While on the question of
hospitals, let me remark that the action of
the Government in banning the tipping com-
petitions has made very serious inroads nto

the revenue of at least one or two of those
institutions. I shall make further reference
to that question later on. So far all I have
said has been in congratulation of the Gov-
ernment, but there are some things which
the Government have done or failed to do
and with which T am not entirely in accord.
One of those is the pressing problem of un-
employment. Unlike many people I do not
blame the Government solely for the exist-
ence of unemployment; still I consider the
Government have not handled the difficalty
ns serionsly as they might have done.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Hear, hear!

Hon. G, FRASER : I thought Mr. Holmes
would agree with me on that point.

Hon. J. R. Brown: He would agree with
anything said in opposition to the Govern-
ment.

Hon. G. FRASER: It is true the prob-
lem of unemployment has extended aver a
much longer period of this year than of past
vears. 1 know it was serious even so far
back as last Christmas, Yet not until re-
cently have the Government made any move
to alleviate the trouble. From my own
knowledge I know that more men were out
of work during the early part of this year
than in the eorresponding period of previons
vears. I do not blame the Government en-
tirely for that, but I do place some of the
responsibility at their door. T understand
that the Government made what was econ-
sidered to be adequate provision to cover
nnemployment during the winter, but owing
to the influx of Scuthern Europeans and the
arrival of a largze number of people from
the Fastern States, their calculations wer¢
quite upset. Still the Government should
have moved much guicker than they did tc
grapple with the problem. While on the
guestion of unemployment, I have a few
remarks to make about the manner in whick
the police bhandled the demonstrations
Severa! marches through the city were or
ganised, especially during last week. I ad.
mit that the police acted quite within theb
rights in taking the names or arresting thi
leaders of the demonstrations, but I thin}
they could have carried out their duty in :
much gentler way. I should not like to im
agine what would have happened had simila:
action been taken in connection with a St
Patrick’s Day celebration, a Caledonia
Society procession, or even a Labour Da:
proeession.
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Hon. J. Cornell:
celebration.

Hon. G. FRASER: I thank the hou,
member for supplying that omission. Had
the police not only broken up one of those
proeessions, but taken the banners, I should
not like to imagine what would have bap-
pened. The unemployed, as well as other
sections of the community, must obey the
laws of the land, but there are two ways
of handling persons who transgress the
law, and I certainly am of opinion that the
police overstepped the mark. I have been
informed that 1f I wisb to make myself
popular with the ladies, I must not speak
at too great a length this afterncon. How-
ever, there are one or two other questions
on which I should like to touch, one of
which is that of hospita] finance. The Gov-
ernment have intimated their intention to
introduee an equitable seheme for financin:s
the hospitals. I take it they intend to im-
pose a tax. T admit that a tax would pro-
bably be the most eqnitable means fo
finance those institutions, but at the same
time I think a much better method could
be adopted by whieh more money counld be
raised, thus permitting of greater assis-
tance being given to existing hospitals and
of similar facilities being provided in
other parts of the State. The method that
the Government should adopt is that of
instituting a State lottery or of premium
bonds. Either one would be acceptable to
me. A Iottery would probably he readily
subseribed fo right from the start but T
fear the publie wonld have to be edccated
to the advantages derivahle from an issue
of premium bonds.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Do ¥na not
think there is enough gambling alreadv?®

Hon. J. R. Brown: The introdaction of
either of those methods might minimise
gambling.

Hon. 3. FRASER: I admit there is
enough gambling at present, but the adop-
tion of either of the schemes I sugpest
wonld not have the effeet of inereasins
gambling.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain:
he demoralising fo the people.

Hon, . FRASER: The gambling in
which the people indulee to-day wonld not
he increased by the introduction of a State
lottery. Prior to entering this Chamber, ¥
happened to be in a position to judee of
the large amount of money sent out of this

Or a 12th of July

It would

State for lottery purposes, particularly to
Tasmania and Queensland. I feel eonvinced
that the people of Western Australia
would be loyal to a State lottery, and I
cannot believe, as Sir William Lathlain
suggests, that it would have the effect of
inereasing gambling.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain:
rather should be limited.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am of opinion
that the people of Western Australia at
present indulge in gambling right up to the
limit.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Beyond it.

Bon. G. FRASER: Perhaps the hon.
member i5 in & better position than I am
to judge of that.

Hon. J. Corpell: Sir William Lathlain
does not helieve in the saying that another
little drink would not do us any harm.

Hon. G. FRASER: I hope the Govern-
ment will seriously consider adopting oue
or other of those methods for raising hos-
pital funds. A matter that greatly affects
my provinee is that of the Fremantie
bridge. No mention of it was made in
the Speech.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
whole State.

Hon. G. FRASER: I admit it eoncerns
the whole State, but it also vitally con-
cerns the province which I represent and
in which I live. Though no speecific refer-
ence is made in the Speech fo the Fre-
mantle bridge, I take it the question is
covered by the reference to “other mat-
ers.”’’ T hope that will prove to be so, be-
cauge it is a burning question in the Fre-
mantle distriet. My final remarks relate
to the State Implement Works. I hope
that Mr. Lovekin, Mr. Holmes and Mr.
Miles will give us their support should it
be possible during the session to smggest
means for improving the position at the
State Tmplement Works. Those members
have told us they are true blue Western
Australians, and therefore I appeal for
their support for the State Implement
Works.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain:

Hon. 7. J. Holmes:
them away.

Hon. G. FRASER:: Mr. Holmes snggests
giving them away.

Hoen. J. J. Holmes: No, T said you can-
not give them away.

Gambling

It concerns the

Sell them!
Yon eannot give
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Hon, G. FRASER: Then I hope the hon.
member will not be averse to assisting te
improve them.

Hon. Bir William Lathlain: You want to
sink more money in them?

Hon. G. FRASER: No, I do not. Those
works were established in about 1912 and
at that time employed roughly 600 men,

Hon E. H. Harris: What profit have they
made?

Hon, G, FRASER: Notwithstanding the
tremendous inerease in agriculture with
which inerease the State Implement Works
shonld have kept pace, their output has
dwindled, and to-day only about 200 men
are employed.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Has not the eapital
been written down?

Hon. G. FRASER: I know all about that.

Hon. J. Cornpell: I think you are sowing
seed on barren ground.

Hon. G. FRASER: I hope not. I believe
that the employees of the State Implement
Works are as capable as any workers in
Australia, Where the trounble lies, I do
not know.

Hon. J. Nicholson: We do not question
that part. It is the other part.

Hon. G. FRASER: It is the “other part”
I wish to get at. I hope the Government
will consider appointing a Royal Commis-
sion to inquire thoroughly into the opera-
tions of the State Implement Works. Such
& body would be able to ascertain just where
the frouble lies. Instead of members of this
House decrying the State Implement Works
and refusing to do anything to help them
glong, they shounld be ready to econsider the
recommendations of a Royal Commission in
the direction of improving the works and
assisting the State, so that our farmers would
not continue to purchase their machinery
from wbat Mr. Holmes has described as
the opulent State of Vietoria.

HON. J. R, BROWN (North-East)
[3.45]: 1 formally second the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 3.46 p.m,

Legislative Hesembly,
Thursday, 2nd August, 1928.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY,

The Legislative Assembly met at 3 p.m,
pursuant to proclamation by His Excellency

the Governor, the proclamation being read
by the Clerk,

The SPEAKER took the Chair.

SUMMONS FROM THE GOVERNOR.

The Speaker and hon, members, in re-
sponse to summons, proceeded to the Legis-
lative Council Chamber and, having heard
His Excellency deliver the opening speeck
{vide Council report ante), they returned
the Assembly Chamber.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) (3.25]: In order to assert and
maintain the undoubted rights and privileges
of this House to initiate legislation, I move
without notice, for leave to introduce a Bil
for an Act to amend the Traffic Acts 191¢
and 1926,

Leave given; Bill introduced and read £
first tirne.

GOVERNOR’S OPENING SPEECH.

Mr. SPEAKFR: In company with hon
members of this Chamber, I attended Hiu
Execlleney the Governor in the Legislafive
Council Chamber to hear the Speech whicl
His Excellency was pleased to deliver i
both Houses of Parliament. For greater ac
curacy, I have had printed eopies of the
Speech distributed amongst hon. memben
of this Chamber.



