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The MINISTER replied:
"1, (a) 931, (b) 1,207.
2, The number is estimated at 50.

3, (n) The number of teacher trainees is
heing ureatly increased; (b) the Government
will use its best endecavours to provide the
necessary accommodation.

- MILK,

As to Contracts Between Dairymen and
Treatment Licensees.

Hon. J. T, TONKIN (on notice) asked the
Minister for Agriculture:

As the action of the Milk Board in vefus-
ing to approve of conitracts except as be-
tween dairymen and holders of treatment
licenses is not {according to the Minister's
statement) in puorsuance of a scheme, or
part of a scheme for the improvement of
the supply, delivery or distribution of milk
for eonsumers, what are the reasons for the
Board's action?

The MINISTER replied:

The action of the Milk Board is in accord-
an¢e with its powers under section 26 of the
Milk Aet.

Hon. J. T, Tonkin:
the question,

That is an evasion of

NATIVE ADMINISTRATION.

As to Engagement of Protector
from Northern Territory.

Hon, A. A, M. COVERLEY (on notice)
asked the Minister for Native Affairs:

1, Is it a fact that a Protector of Natives
from the Northern Territory has been en-
zaged for service with the Department of
Native Affairs of this State?

2, If so, is the appointment permanent or
of a temporary nature?

3, If permanent, what official position
will he fulfil?

4, If a temporary position, what is the
special duty for whieh he is engaged?

The CHIEF SECRETARY (for the
Minister for Native Affairs) replied:

1, No such engagement has vet been made
hut such an engagement is under considera-
tion, The gentleman mentioned is a West
Australian who was a protector of natives
in the Northern Terntory and has had ex-
perience of natives in Western Australia,
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2, Any such appointment, if made, would
be to the temporary staff.

3, Answered by No. 2.

4, If an appointment is made, the officer
will earry out duties as a protector of natives
as assigned to him.

SCHOOL OF MINES, KALGOORLIE.
As té Appointment of Director.

Mr. STYANTS (without notice) asked
the Chief Secretary, representing the
Minister for Mines:

Will ke lay on the Table of the House the
file dealing with the recent appointment of
Director of the School of Mines, Kalzoorlie?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
In answer to the hon. mémber's question,
ves. :

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
The Premier and Private Houses Builf.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty
—~—Murray-Wellington) [442]: T wish to
make a personal cxplanation, Mr. Speaker,
regarding a question asked by the Leader
of the Opposition on the 5th August. In
answer to his question, I informed him that
the number of houses dealt with by private
ownership completed in Western Australia
for the month of Mareh, 1947, was 205. I
regret that a mistake was made in the in-
formation supplied to me, The figure 205
was the number applicable to the quarter
ended March, 1937. The flgures for the
month of Mareh are not vet separately
available.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Kourth Day.
Debate resumed from the 7th August.

MR, GRAYDEN (Middle Swan) [4.44]:
At the outset today, Mr. Spenker, I should
join with other members in paying tribute
to vou upon your elevation to the Speaker’s
Chair. However, as a neweomer to this As-
sembly, I hesitate to do this, Such feliei-
tations, T feel, are more rightly and pro-
perly the privilege of others in this august
Assembly—others whose gehievements of
serviee to the people of this State I cannot
hope to emulate. For me, as a newcomer,
to offer yon my congratulations would pos-
sibly savour of presumption on my part.
In this House, which is the quintessence of
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democracy, yours is the obligation to direct
to the best advantage the efforts of those
of us who stand on the floor of the Cham-
ber seeking, us we do in our small way, to
contribute to the welfare of the people of
Western Australia and humanity as & whole.
I will not presume to offer you congratula-
tions, or to suggest that my feelings as to
your great ability to earry out your task
could be of any consequence. Rather I shall
simply express the wish that yon may have
2 long and enjoyable term of office and that
the duration of that term may be marked
by the areater welfare of the people of this
State.

I take this opportunity of congratulating
the member for York on his eleetion as
Chairman of Committees. 1 wish also on
this oceasion to thank the people of Middle
Swan for having cleeted me as their repre-
sentative in this House, I assure them that
1 will lose no opportunity of doing any-
thing that may be of benefit to that distriet,
and that in all other respects I shall do
cverything possible to justify their confi-
dence in me. If I can do this and make a
contribution—however small may be my
ahility to do so~to the progress and happi-
ness of the people of this State, that is all
I ask. If I ean oo some occasions in this
[House direet the attention of members to
iniquitics existing in our society, te cases
of hardship and want, and ways and means
of inereasing the health and happiness of
our people, I shall feel justified in baving
the confidence of my electors.

I do not propose to take up the time of
the House this afternocon by touehing on
more than a few aspeets of the matters dealt
with by His Excellency in his Speech, nor
do T propose to eomment in great detail on
those matters. I will simply put them he-
fore members as their urgeney requires. I
will add that those matters are some that it
will be my privilege to emphasise on every
possible occasion in the future, at greater
length, while I remain a member of -this
Assembly. T will deal first with our attitude,
in this State, towards our coloured and
slightly coloured people. Although only &
small proportion of our population is af-
fected, and most of them do not have the
right to vote, their eonditions by all standards
of humanity are sueh that their plight be-
comes & matter of great urgeney. I had
ocension recently to help a slightly coloured
family living elose to Perth, The treatment
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they had received was typical of our atti-
tude to such people in Western Australia,

The family of which I speak had been
living for several months in a tent, within
four miles of the G.P.0., on the Guildferd-
road. The tent had no fly, and was not rain-
proof. Its sole furniture was a small table
and a bed. On that bed, four or five feet
wide, slept a man, his wife and their four
children, the eldest of whoin was about seven
vears of age. Members will understand their
plight; a family of six spending these wet
and windy months in a dilapidated and leak-

ing tent, all of -them sleeping at
night in a rain-sodden bed. Under
those conditions, the woman -collapsed.

She was taken to the King Edward Hospital

where her bahy was born two months pre-

maturely, She was almost blind as a result
of her experiences, She would have heen
much worse had not some neighbour sent
for an ambulance. The neighbour was in a
position to take advantage of these services
in our society which, to all intents and pur-
poses, are there for anyone to enjoy but to
which most coloured people in this State
would not presume to feel they bad a right.

This man was wondering where to take his
family. Forced by the complaints of people
who lived anywhere near the vacant expanse
of land wheve this man had his tent, and who
simply passed it on their way to and from
the city, the road board eventually had to
intervene and enforee its by-laws. That
morning, while the man was away at work,
a representative of the Jocal authority ealled
and informed his mother, who had come from
the country to look after the children while
the man's wife was in hospital, that the
tent would be pulled down that evening. The
mother had to send the youngest ehild,
seven years of age, to East Perth where the
father was working to tell him of what had
happened. The man informed me that he
had never been in a court, but that if it was
a case of pulling down his tent in those eir-
cumstances, then he wounld go into eourt.
There was no animosity in his tone, no
martyrdom in his make-up; he simply said
bhe would not fake his young children fur-
ther into the bush. He had not had an op-
portunity to educate them himself and was
determined that they should reeceive edu-
cation,

I mention this simply to emphasise the
difficulties in which it is possible for some
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families in this apparently civilised and
organised community to find themselves. I

mention it also to point out that the s]ightly‘

coloured people of this State have an in-
feriority complex and that we do nothing to
make their lot easier. Instead, we add to
their burden. * It is not the Government that
inspires that feeling in these people; it is
to individuals we must look. The biggest
thing we can do for the eoloured people and
the slightly eoloured people does not cost the
State one penny. The biggest thing we ean
do for them is to judge them by their worth
and not by the colour of their skin, It does
not lie within the power of Governments to
direct the attitude of individuals towards
these- people. That is determined by the indi-
viduals themselves, The reflection is on the in-
dividuals of this State that they should have
ineuleated into those people the inferierity
complex that they have, and it is a sad
and sorry commentary on this State that
they treat with sueh abandon a person who
is down.

I have outlined the difficulties of one
family in our community—the difficulties
of a man striving to kecp his family. 1
mention this only heeause it is typical of
what a ecoloured man can expect in this
State without the sympathy and under-
standing which should not be denied any
man, simply because his skin is coloured.
FEventually T was able to put this family
inta two back rooms in an unused ex-
R.A.AF. hall. Tt was surrounded by trees
and scrob and was quite apart from the

other hut dwellers in the vicinity. Yet
" some of those individuals complained; they
complained that the man was slightly col-
ourcd and at the faet that he had been given
f home. Yet T have it on the word of the
school mixtress that, even while the family
was living in the tent, the two children
attending school were amongst the cleanest
and hest-dressed of all the scholars.

Before I leave this subject there is one
other point ¥ wish to mention and it should
he ax refreshing to the people »f this State
as it was to me, I refer to the sympathetic
consideration given to and action taken by
the Premier, showing that even the smallest
matter receives his attention. Although
the Premier’s time is fully cccuped on
larger matters affecting the State, he did
not hesitate a moment to give his time and
energies to ensuring that the plight of this
partieniar family was relieved. T think it

141

worth recording that the Premier, while
directing the affairs of the State, could yet
make time to help an individual family
such as this, a family previously unknown
to him.

Now I should like to touch briefly on the
housing situation. There is no need for me
to stress its gravity; there is no need to
embellish a problem that has become as
acnte as this one has. It has reached what
amounts to a national emergeney in Aus-
tralia. We in this State are fortunate in
having many of the raw materials for hous-
ing, much more fortunate in this respeet
than are the people in the sister state of
South Australia. To build houses in our
State is primarily a matier of obtaining
material and skilled labour, and there is
no reason why our organisation should not
be brought to the very peak of efficiency.
I do not intend to deal with this subjeet in
any preat detail. The time is short and the
matter will be dealt with to a large extent
by other members during the Address-in-
reply. At the moment 1 wish to emphasise
only one point. Granted that as much as
possibly can be done is being done to speed
up the supply of materials, to make the
hest use of the skilled labour available and
ensure  the maximum efficieney of our
organisation; granted all this, the salient®
point that remains is to ensure that the
homes are allocated where (hey are wmost
necessary.

I have no wish to cast any reflection
upon the Housing Commission. T realise,
as evervone does, that its members are
overwhelmed with applications for homes.
Including renfal homes, they have some-
thing like 10,000 or mnore applications. 1In
these eireumstances, eases are bound to oe-
eur where people, who are not quite as
much in need of housing as others may be,
arve alloeated homes. The Commission, of
course, has to rely on the reports of in-
spectors, to a large cxtent, in determining
priority. I say, however, that the people
who should he getting homes are not get-
ting them to the extent they should. They
are not getting them to anywhere near the
extent they should. Where the trouble lies
I do not know, but T do know that we could
find out. I am pleased at the Government’s
announcement that just as soon as the
necessary amendment, can he made ta the
Act, a woman will be appointed to the
Housing Commission. T feel that in a mat-



142

ter as important as this, however, we ecan
go very much further to ensure that these
homes are allotted to the people in most
urgent need of them.

1 had intended this afternoon to outline
one or two ways in which our machinery for
allocating bomes could be drastieally im-
proved; but on further consideration I am
canvinced that there are so many ways in
which this could be accomplished that to
outline any one aspeet, or one or two as-
pects, woutd be pointless. The whole system
needs a complete and thorough overhaul.
I feel sure, i 1 were waiting for a home in
the sume civeumstances as are thousands in
this State, I wonld be much easier in my
enforced wait if I realised that my case was
being ddeferred .only because some more de-
serving than my own were being attended
to. 1 feel, too, that members of the Hous-
ing Comnission would welcome such an
overhaul, It would allay much ill-directed
criticism ot that Commission i the minds
of all home-seekers and others. To reiter-
ate, we must ensure that available homes
are alloeated to those most urgently in need
of them. To do this, we must improve the
eliiciency of the machinery responsible for
the alloeation. This it is the bounden duty
of the Government to do.

There are in this State thousands of fami-
lies who will never be prepared to go into
a workers' home with the object of spending
the remainder of their lives paying off the
tremendous cost of sueh a home, that is, if
ever they do have the opportunity to com-
plete the purchase of il, Workers’ homes
built by the Government in these days run
into £1,100 or more, which means 20 or 30
vears of a working man’s life in paying for
something which was completed in a few
weeks.  The seale of values is hopelessly
wrong. If we ean do anything about that,
it will at least ensure that the man who
wants fo own his home onght to be ahle to
pay for it within a reasonable space of time.
We must wrrive at a solution of this pro-
blem without very much further delay. Pos-
sibly the solaution will be found in the cot-
tage tvpe of home. With such homes the
working man can clear himself of debt within
a reasonable space of time. The completed
dwelling yuns into half the cost of the
worker"s homes built by the Government.

I know many people hiving in the cottage
type of home who are very satisfied.  The
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brother of a former Premier of this State
lives in one, and his danghter in another,
and they cannot speak too highly of them.
*Therefore, there can be no real objection
to them. There is another aspeet of housing
I would like to touch upon, an aspect that
I feel has not been sufficiently stressed in
the past, and that is the matter of building
two-roomed cottages with the ohject of com-
pleting the remaining two rooms at a later
day. We should investigate thoroughly
the possibility of building such cottages in
this State, with a view to adding the fur-
ther two rooms when the supply of materials
makes it possible.  Such eottages can be
erected in an amazingly short space of time.

Not very long ago in Guildford I wit-
nessed a trial demonstration. At 7.30 a.m,
four men commenced building, At 3 p.n.
that day the building was completed. Since
that time, at the invitation of the builders,
thousands of people have viewed this home.
We could place 50 of them for families
in Guildford alone. Bui I do not want to
lahour this aspeet or the housing situation
generally. I have merely singled out three
aspeets of the tremendous housing problem
which eonfronts the people of the State.
Hundreds of other factors affect the posi-
tion. I shall leave them, seeure in the
knowledze that other members will deal with
them at a later stage. May I add one thing?
Already the new (Government has taken some
steps in regard to housing.” It has formed n
housing panel comprised of representatives
of all the industries concerned to advise the
Government upon ways and means of step-
ping up the housing programme in this
State.

There are, of course, many improvenents
which have yet to be effected, but their
accomplishment demands a certain amount
of time. The Government is to be congratu-
lated on the steps that it has already taken
and also on the open mind it has on this
subject, looking always, as it does, for
new ways of increasing the efficieney of the
building organisation in this State for the
accomplishment of one of its primary ob-
jeetives, whieh is to put roofs over the heads
of those families which are so urgently in
need of homes and of whose plight the Gov.
ernment is so well aware and whose condition
the Government is so earnestly concerned
about alleviating. Tb summarise briefly
before T part from this subject, let us
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make sure that homes in this State are
going to those who need them most; and
let us not burden a man with a bome of
tremendous cost, as the walls of that home
will enslave him as surely as the walls of
any gaol.

This afternoon I desire, Mr. Speaker, to
speak partieniarly of Middle Swan, I want
to outline to the House the boundaries of
this electorate, and o emphasise that the resi-
dents of this area have received a shoddy
deal in the past. I want {o emphasise this
and to express the hope that the Government
will not allow that state of affairs to continue.
I will do everything in my power to achieve
that desire. Parochialism involves a narrow
outlook at any time. The needs of the State
must come before any one section of it; but
there is no exense for neglecting one portion
to benefit another. Middle Swan is an
example of a distriet being sacrificed to
political expediency. The boundaries of the
clectorate were detérmined for political
reasons and the people of Middle Swan
have suffered ever sinee.

IHon, P. Collier: Who
houndaries?

Mr. GRAYDEN : I think the best thing
we can do in Middle Swan is_to divide it in
two. The Swan River forms the natural
dividing line, The inferests of the people of
Belmont and that side of the viver are very
ditferent from the interests of those in the
Bayswater area.  In the past the interests
ot the people of Belmont and of the people
in that area have bheen to sdme extent
neglected, as the bulk of the population is
on the western side of the river. T do not
want to give the impression that Bayswater
has tared well. It bas not. The size of the
vlectorate has been a eontribufing factor to
the general neglect. The present boundary
line of Middle Swan is through Welshpool,
through and heyond Greenmount; it then
encompassey (aversham, Beechboro, 1lamp-
ton Park, Morley Park and Bedford Park
and runs through Inglewood, Mayvlands,
across the river up and through Rivervale
and Carlisle and thence to Welshpool. As
cnn be seen, it encompasses Bavswater and
Belmont, In the very centre of the elector-
ate there is another electorate,
Midland:

We have four main worries in Middle
Swan., They are housing, drainage, trans-
port and education, T have dealt at some

determined the
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length with bhousing and do not intend to
touch more than the surface of the other
three matters, which bhave been so
thoroughly aired with the Government de-
partments and the Minister responsible that

. to do more than touch on them today would

not achieve any useful objeet. The eir-
cumstances of these matters are well known
to all. The main problem in connection
with them is, of course, Jack of money.
Shortages in both labour and materials also
have to be overcome. In regard to drain-
age, 1 would point out that certain aveas
in close proximity to Perth are extremely
low-lying, In some cases these low-lying
areas run across what may be. considered
rodds. The result is that when
these areas become flooded, as they do
periodically, the roads are impassahle to
traffic and large numbers of the resudents
for whom these roads provide the only
outlet suffer considerable hardship.

These areas that are unfortunate in re-
speet of flooding should receive some assisd-
ante from the Government because, as
they receive less vevenne than  the
higher areas, they ecannot hope to de-
velop to the same extent. Loeal auth-
orities in these areas are in many e¢ases
completely unable to cope with the draining
of land, the flooding of which affects the
roads and the properties of the settlers
within their boundaries. I know that in
Middie Swan and in adjadent areas the
drainage problem is very aente. The Minis-
ter for Wiorks and Water Supply has visited
various places where drainage is particularly
urgent and has already seen fit to embark
on drainage projects within those areas in
order to improve the plight of the residents
affected. 1 wish to ecmphasise that we are
not asking for excessive amounts. We simply
consider that this matter of drainage should
be given a high priority in publie expendi-
ture and we want to ensure that that priority
amounts to something. We do not want to
seq¢ other works which bave not the same
degreo of urgeney or value to the State
heing proceeded with while aregs in our dis-
trict, ugon which the livelihood and health
of the residents depend, are fiooded.

I do not intend to say much about the
transport position, The matter is in the
able hands of the Minister for Transport,
and the Government is doing its best to
remedy the existing state of affairs and to
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put transport in the position that it should
held in this State, that is, in the very fore-
front of progress, not trailing dismally—
very dismally—in the rear. Middle Swan)
as I have said, has been shamefully neglect-
ed in the past; but in no respect has it been
more shamefully neglected than in the mat-
ter of transport. That has been the greatest
stumbling block to the progress of the dis-
trict with which the residents have had to
contend or possibly ever will have to con-
fend. We want more transport; we want
better transport and we want it as soon as
it can be given. Ii has been a matter for
gratification to us in Middle Swap that al-
ready the Minister for Transport has in-
spected the area and outlined certain tenta-
tive plans to us which mean that this diffi-
culty will be overcome, to the very great
henefit of the distriet generally.

There is only one point I wish to empha-
sise when dealing with transport on this
cecasion. It is that at Middle Swan we are
at present in a worse state than are many
other clectorates in the metropolitan arem
s0 far as transport is concerned. I want fo
repeat that we are gratified indeed af the
sympathetic consideration already shown to
us by the Minister for Transport in this
problem. We know that we will continue
1o gel this consideration from him. We also
know—and this is move important—thal
from him we will get the best transport it
is possible to give us. With education, with
particular emphasis on improvements and
extensions to schools, we come to the fipal
one of what I consider to he the four stock
problems of Middle Swan, As wilh the
prablems of housing, drainage and trans-
port, 1 do not wish to say muech about this
matter now. With the housing position being
as it has been in the past, and from which
we have not yét recovered and are nof likely
to for some time, we are faced with the
alternntive—schools or homnes.

Many parents and publie-spirited citizens
are devoting their time and energies to or-
gonisations to develop their distriets and
improve the welfare of their children. Natuar-
ally they feel aggrieved when improvements
to sehools are delayed, but when they realise
the true position they will agree that the
Government has made the only possible
choice in the eircumstances, I, and everyone
else, would like to see this Government em-
hark on an ambhitions sehool-building pro-
gramme, but I would first prefer to see home-
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less families housed. From the contact I
have made with the departments concerned,
and with members of the Governent, I want
to say that I have every confidence in the
Minister for Eduecation, I am sure that in

" hig hands education in this State will, when

it becomes possible, be given a new deal
which will be the greatest thing that will
have happened in our history.

There are many public undertakings which
we, in Middle Swan, are anxious that the
Government should commence as soon as
the State’s finaoees, and the labour and
materials position allow, The most import-
ant of them, as far as we .in Middle Swan
are concerned, 1S the reclamation of the
Swan River between Perth and Guildford.
This reclamation will give to the State an-
other streteh of river as beautiful as that
below Perth. Then, too, there is:the tre-
mendous advantage that access to the areas
involved would be to' the residents in the
cramped areas of Bayswater, Maylands, and
East Perth. This is a task whteh should
hold a high priority requiring, as it does,
ho equipment which eavnot be spared from
other projects, and very little labour, A
matter of surprise, to those who are not
familiar with it, is the comparatively low
cost at which so much of our river has al-
ready been reclaimed and this reclamation
has added considerably to the beauty of our
city. We should take the first opportunity

to reelaim the river from Bayswater
to Guildford and thus oxtend its
natural heauty while at the same bhme

making the playing fields which could be
construeied on ifs bank available to all,

.and, as T have already mentioned, particu-

larly to the people in the crowded areas of
Maylands, East Perth and Bayswater.
The plight of the old age pensioners in
this State is another matter, to which, for
a few moments I would elaim the attention
of the House. I do not refer to pensions,
which is the eoncernu of the Commonwealth,
but to the accommodation provided by the
State for these people. In the past we
have felt that our ohligations to the elderly
people have been discharged so long as we
have provided seeurily of life—that is, a

‘roof over their heads and the bare means

to sustain life. Our attitude to this ques-
tion typifies the showiness of our concep-
tion of helping those who need our aid.
But the extent of onr showiness in this
matter does not end with the elderly people
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who, as a last resorf, move inio these so-
called homes provided by the State for old
age pensioners. It extends to the thousands
who are without relatives, or who for
other reasong live in their own lonely homes
rather than accept the rations and living
quarters doled out to them in the existing
State homes. I do pot want to labour this
point but "simply to stress that the plea
ol other obligations 1s no exénse for allow-
ing the presenf state of affairs to continue.

The time is long overdue for the build-
ing of homes and cottages to which our
elderly people eould retire in circumstances
fitting to their dignity and needs. They
should have homes where their wants would
be attended to by a staff sufliciently large
tor the purpose. 1 am pleased to know
that the home heing construeted in the foot-
hills is being built with this objeel in mind.
I express the hope that the time is not far
distant when our old people will be able
to retire in cireumstances that will be fit-
ting to the lives of service to the State and
to humanity that many of them have so
unselfishly rendered and for which, up to
the present, they have received such scant
recognition. At an earlier stage this even-
ing T mentioned parochialism in conneection
with dwelling too much on the needs of
Middle Swan, I want to say that parochial-
ism ean extend mneh further.

The State itself ean be parochial, and T
believe we ourselves are to a great extent,
parochial. When I say that I do not mean
in regard to our relations with the other
States, but in connecetion with the living
conditions of the vast numbers of people
very close to our shores. Only about 400
miles or so from the north of this State,
commences a series of populated isiands
the inhabitants of which are part of a vast
race which stretehes right across that area.
Many people in this State do not conceive
of the number of people so close ta our
shores. Their attitude to life is such that
many of them die annually from starvation
and from sicknesses which eould be avoided
and cured with the most elementary medi-
eal care. I point this oul merely to em-
phasise that our sole objeet in Australia
must not always be confined to helping our-
selves, We are in a position to do some-
thing actively in the way of assisting those
less fortunate peoples, and it behoves every
Australian to do so. The States and the
Commonwealth sbounld, at an early date,
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evolve some way by which we could con-
tribute, even M at present it is only a token
contribution in the form of medieal sup-
plies, o the welfare of the peoples close to
our shores, who are not in a position to
help themselves. .

There 1s only one other matter to which
I wish to refer this afterncon, and before
doing s0 I want to say that it was not my
original intention, or my wish, to include
any criticism not of a constructive charac-
ter on this the first occasion that I have

had the opportunity of addressing the
House. The matter to which I refer was the
unprovoked, unwarranted and vicious deri-
sion dirvected by a former Minister of the
Crown in this House at the great principle
of soldicer preference. We had the speetacle
of hisx deriding the prineiple of soldier
preferenee, in a manner caleulated to arouse
the anger and the contempt of any one of
us who has the intelligence and the human
feeling to ecomprehend the sutfering which
was willingly endured for Australia and for
all of bumanity, including the likes of the
member for Leederville who, I feel sure,
was very dependent” upon their protection
and who now so contemptuously spurns
and derides the saerifices they nade.

ITon. A. H. Panton: That is a lie. When
you can produce two sons who did their
hit for their father you can talk.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The hon. member. de-
rided the principle of soldier preference.
Ion. A. H. Panton: ] ask for those words

to be withdrawn. I did nothing eof the
sort. I take exception to them.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hen, member is
asked to withdraw the statement.

Mr., GRAYDEN: I withdraw.

Hon. A. H, Panton: You ought to talk
ahout a man dependent on soldiers!

Mr. GRAYDEN: I the hon. member
wants to make a speech he will) T presume,
get an opportunity later.

Mvr, Marshali: He will make a better one
than you ave attempting.

Mr. GRAVDEN: I tust thank the House
for its indulgence this afternoon,

Hon. A. H. Panton: You have every right
to.

Mr, GRAYDEN: I want to pay a tribute
to the new Government. Without exception,
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the Ministers of this Government strive to
do what they consider to be in the best in-
terests of the people of the State.

Mr. Rodoreda: You ought to be a pretty
good judge.

Mr. GRAYDEYN: No matter. is so large
hut that they approach it with new ideas,
1 new outlook and an open mind. No matter
ix too smnll for the Government to give it
tull consideration. In its sincerity, its new
hreath and its open mind, we have, in a few
words, the basic qualities characteristic of
the present Government. At any rate, they
are g tew of the basic gqualities with which
the present (GGovernment has proved to he
richly endowed and which will distingunish
it thronghont its term ¢f office to the very
vreat benefit of the people of Western Aus-
tralin. 1 wunt to emphasise those qualities,
for they bring a breath of fresh air to a
State strnggling for breath, Members op-
posite have many times during the current
debate referred to cobwebs, whieh character-
ised the term of office of the Labour Gov-
ernment and  enshroudetl the (overnment
benches during the period.  For 14 long
vears Insineerity, sectional interests and lip-
service to the public weal prevailed. With
the advent of the new Government, the cob-
wehs have already gone.

ITon, A. 1. Panton: But the spiders are
there.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: And the Government
members are now tangled in the webs.

Mr. GRAYDEN: They have been swept
from the Government benches. The cobwebs
of insineerity, the cobwebs of sectional inp-
terests, the cobwebs of prevarieation, the
cabwebs of hypocrisy—all have gone. Mem-
hers opposite still see echwebs hefore them,
and thoy look through a mirage of cobwebs.

Mr. ;"!I:l]‘shl:li: We look to the cobwebs
on the othor side of the Ilouse.

Mr. GRAYDEN: They will continue to
see cohwebs, Habifs of 14 long vears are
not swept away so soon. Labour members
will continne to see cobwebs although they
have already gone from the State’s aetivities.
They will .continue to see ecobwebs, in
which they themselves are enmeshed,

Mr. Marshall: What forest did you find
them in?

Mr. GRAYDEN: T felt carlier that it was
my bounden duty to refer to the unprovoked,
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vicious and quite unwarranted attack made
by a member opposite on the prineciple of
soldier preference.

Hon. A, H. Panton: I would advise you
not to coime hack at that!

Mr. GRAYDEXN: I felt bound, on behalf
of the cx-vervicemen of. this State, to em-
phasise to memhers opposite just how bis
ferlings in this matter were regarded by ex-
servieemen,

Hon. A, H. Panton: Yon will take a long
time to convinee the soldiers of this State
on that point.

Mr. GRAYDEN: We had the spectacle
of a former Minister of the Crown deriding
the principle of soldier preference in a
manner calculated to arouse the anger and
contempt of any one of us who—

Hon. A. H. Panton: On a point of order,
Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is repeating
a statement he made earlier.

Mr. Marshall: Let him go!

Hon. A. H. Panton: T will not let him
go. I have alrendy asked for a withdrawal
of a similar statement. You, Mr. Speaker,
directed it to be withdrawn and now it has
been repeated. I take exception to that, and
I ask that the statement he withdrawn,

Mr. Marshall: And for an apology.

Hon, A. R, G. Hawke: The rat-bag! Why
bother about him?

Mr. SPEAKER: To what does the hon.
member abjeet?

Hon. A. H. Panton: I ohject fo the
statoment that I derided the work of re-
turned soldiers in this State on the question
of preference, I did nothing of the sort,
The fact is that I put up a fight for a re-

turned soldier and opposed the appointment
of a non-returncd soldier. I ask that the
statoment he withdrawn.

Mr, SPEAKER: The member for-Leeder-
ville has taken exeeption to o statement
made by the hon. member and has requested
that the statement be withdrawn.

Hon, P, Collier: And not repeated.

My, SPEAKER:
heard the request.
statement?

Mr. GRAYDEN:
ment,

"Hon. P. Collier:
repeated it.

The hon. member has
Does he withdraw the

I withdraw the state-

You should not have
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Mr. GRAYDEN: There is one other mat-
ter I desire to say in conclusion, and it is
that I am very pleased indeed o have the
privilege, of which I am very proud, of
being assoviated with my colleagues on the
(Giovernment side of the House.,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The seeming

pelitical corkserew has spoken.

My, Marpshall: Did he not stand as an
independent once?

MR. MAY (Collie) [5.36] : At the oufset
1 desire to offer you, Mr. Speaker, my con-
gratulalions upon your appointment to your
high oftice, I trust that during the period
you occeupy the Chair, while I have a seat
in this Chamber I shall do, and say, nothing
to ¢ause you any alarm or concern. 1 am
deeply conscions of the fact that I follow
in the footsteps of a man who set a very
high standard in public life. It has been
very pleasing to me, on being elected to
this House and mixing with my fellow mem-
bers, to note the love and affeetion that all
had for my predecessor. I trust I shall do
nothing to lower the standard set by the
former member for Collie. In common with
the moember for Murchison, I regret that the
portfolio of Mines is not held by a Minister
in this Chamber. However, I feel in the

cirtumstances that we must accept the posi- -

tion as we find it, In the Lient.-Governor’s
Speech reference is made to the forth-
coming season and the anticipation of a
successful harvest is mentioned. 1 am
pleased to note that.

" In view of the fact that we may anticipate
a bunaper harvest I shall deal with a basic
requirement associated with a prosperous
senson. I refer to the question of coal
supplies. In view of the emergency that
avose about two years ago, it was decided
that the apen-ent system should be adopted
in conjunction with deep coalmining, I am
of the opinion that the open-cut
ns  against  deep-mining  method should
he regarded purely as an emergency
measure. Coal thatl is easily obtained close to
the surface is of a very immature nature and
ix often mixed with foreign matter such as
gravel, which makes the use of open-cut epal
very undesirable, particularly from the point
of view of the consumer. Therefore I say
that the open-cut method should be regarded
only in the light of an emergency measure.
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This brings me to the point regarding
the development of the ¢oalmines at Collie.
I regret to have fo admif that, for a very
long period, more attention has been paid
to winning coal quickly than to the future
life and development of the mings, and I
deem it my duty to direet the attention of
the Government to the position a2t Collie.
The matter, I tfeel, needs investigation and
would, if attended to, have a far more bhene-
ficial effeet Lhun anything else on the out-
put of coal. ' .

I wish to say a few words regarding the
distribution of coal. Under the National
Emergency Regulations, it was considered
advisable—and I think it was—to set up a
committee charged with the duty of ensur-
ing a proper distribution of the coal that
was available, The committee was set up
by the Commonwealth. During the period
of the war it might have been very desirable
for the Commonwealth to take that action,
but now, two years after the ¢lose of the
war and at a time when we are on the road
to rchabilitation, I feel that the distribution
of the output at Collie should devolve upon
the State authorities, T shall give my rea-
sons for this belief,

On the 26th June last, a conference of
goldmining and eoalmining interests was held
at Kalgoorlie with the object of aseertaining
what’ the Goldfields’ requirements of coal
were and whether the Goldfields people were
prepared fo use it. The conference assembled
and one of the first questions asked by the
Gioldfields people wns why the supply -of
coal had heen stopped. I admit quite can-
didly that the coal representatives had no
idea that the 500 or GO0 tons of coal that
had heen sent to Kalgoorlie had been stop-
ped. I made further inquiries and found
that the reason why Kalroorlie had nat re-
ceived its quota, as it had becn receiving
over a long period, was that the bunkering
frade at Fremantle had to he supplied. T do
not contend for a moment that shipping is
not of vast importance, It is, but I main-
tain aiso that the future prosperity of the
coalmining industry s also important.

I refer to the time just before the recent
war when the Collie miners were working
only two or three shifts a week. They were
not getting enocugh to live on. This was
due to the faet that-the shipping eompanies
in those days were using Newcastle coal.
At present, however, they are not able to
get . Neweasfle coal so emsily, and conse-



