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It is a shame that more regard is not given to
the fishing industry as a primary production
industry, which really it is. It is no different
from farming or other industries which
produce food in our food chain.
I am happy to say that two or three years ago
Another point I wish to raise is my great some restrictions were placed on prawn fishing
concern for the fishing industry, which I have at Exmouth Gulf. Huge ructions were heard at
brought to the attention of the House before. that time from the people involved in the fishGovernments-the
Coon- ing industry: However, members will be
Successive
O'Connor Liberal Government and then the pleased to know that this year has been the best
first Burke Government-saw fit to study the prawn season in the gulf for many years and I
wet fish industry in the Shark Bay fishery. It is have no doubt that that is a result of the careful
accepted that the continued pressure on the planning by scientists and the people involved
fishing industry throughout the world simply in the Fisheries Department who made hard
cannot be maintained. There are several decisions. We are now reaping the benefits.
reasons for this, the first and foremost being
The prawning has been consistently good
the more professional and scientific methods from the beginning of the season, and it is good
used to take both wet fish and shellfish. These to this day. The price of the product and the
methods are placing more pressure on fisheries, catch are both good and consequently the
and there is no greater pressure than that people who objected so strongly to the restricplaced on the wet fish fishery at Shark Bay.
tions must now look a little sheepish.
Hon. Mark Nevill: They were short-sighted.
I commend the Fisheries Department for the
Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: Yes, they were, but
decision, which was passed on to the Government and has since become law, to restrict the it was hard not to feel some sympathy for them
number of boats allowed to fish in the snapper · because their income was restricted at that
fishery in Shark Bay. While this decision was time. However, they are now making up for
not totally welcomed by all in the industry, it that and to my knowledge all survived those
was not made without considerable consul- temporary cutbacks. If carefully fanned the intation by the industry itself and by the depart- dustry will be in good hands.
ment; and finally a decision was made by the
I conclude my remarks with those comments.
Minister concerned.
·
I support the motion.
I must admit I do not feel that anybody else
HON. J. N. CALDWELL (South)
but he should have made the decision because (12.16 p.m.]: Thank you, Mr Deputy President
it was not an easy one and I did not envy him. (Hon. D. J. Wordswonh), for giving me the
However, the decision has been made that a opportunity to address this House today. I too
certain number of boats only should operate in would like to congratulate every member in the
the fishery, and restrictions have been laid House who has been elected or re-elected, and I
down as to the taking offish.
offer special congratulations to the honourable
members entrusted with ministeriaJ duties.
That is a sign of the times, and I understand
It has been brought to our notice that
that there are already proposals for a reduction
..
Albany
Tomorrow" has arrived in Albany
in the number of pots allowed to take rock
with
great
force. Many people are thinking and
lobster. From time to time members will have
talking
about
it, especially in the other place~
pressure applied to them by lobby groups from
and
I
believe
one of my colleagues spoke at
the fishing industries asking for support in not
length
on
the
subject
last night.
having these measures brought in, but I advise
The area of Albany is well-known to most
honourable members to think very carefully
about this type of decision. While the decisions people in Western Australia because of its great
will affect some people involved in the indus- beauty, and the present Government has come
try, it is my view that these measures are a step up with the wonderful idea of the ••Albany
firmly in the right direction. The fishery simply Tomorrow" project. This project has been
cannot stand the pressure being applied to it by brought forward because of a lack of confithe better fishing methods, faster boats, and dence in Albany due to the low employment
more efficient handling and marketing of fish. prospects for young people in the town. Those
Only one thing can be done, and that is to young people whom I met during my election
campaign were most attentive and anxiously
impose limitations.

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: Yes, I am well aware
of the honourable member who, incidentally,
does not have the opportunity these days to hit
me over the head with a Hansard book when I
annoy him, because my position in the
Chamber has changed.

[Thursday, 26 June 1986)
hoped that this situation would improve. However, it has not improved to date.
Currently a new industry in Albany is
striving and struggling to stan, with no apparent help from the Government. Many letters
have been written to various Ministers over the
last few months, and I am happy to say that last
Monday a reply was received which indicated
that some consideration would be given to
helping the industry.
The industry concerned is The Able Star Air
Handpiece. For those who do not know of it,
the industry has a very troubled history. It has
been in and out of production twice before; and
it is regrettable that some of the decisions
which forced it out of production were parliamentary decisions.
The Able Star Air Handpiece does not heat
up because it is cooled by air and by oil flowing
over the cutters. It has come to my notice that
in New Zealand the workers' union is going to
strive for an award of $250 to shear goats. I
mention these goats. although they have no
relationship to Hon. Eric Charlton's goat, or his
horse. which he mentioned last week in his
speech.
These goats apparently struggle and strain.
They become rather fidgety and agitated with
the hot handpiece running over them and make
a great effort to get away. Therefore they are
hard to shear. These shearers are going for an
award of $250. That is more than a I 00 per
cent increase on what our sheep are shorn for
here. If this new handpiece is introduced the
shearers will not have grounds for continuing
with that unrealistic award. Of course, if they
do get this award we can be assured that it will
come into Australia. Attempts will be made to
raise the award here.
This handpiece could be a wonderful thing
for Australia because it would keep the costs
down for the farmers. I am sure that is exactly
what people in the country want nowadays.
The Industrial Development Department, has
said private enterprise would help in this venture. That is probably wishful thinking. Invest·
ment in country areas has not been encouraged
by taxes which are hitting country people right,
left and centre. As soon as this venture got
underway, the fringe benefits tax would need to
be considered. It would be another noose
around its neck.
The centralisation of wool handling in
Fremantle is of concern to me because recently
attempts have been made to have wool handling centralise~ in Fremantle. I urge the
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Government to resist all measures of centralisation. We already have the Port of Albany and
the Albany wool stores. They are wonderful
wool stores; they are well built and maintained.
Centralising of wool at Fremantle would overload the facilities and necessitate more buildings in Fremantle. Moreover, woolgrowing is
on the increase in the surrounding districts owing to the demise of the wheat industry. This
wool industry is of great benefit to Albany, and
the farming communities provide the people
with immense support with jobs and services.
Many other industries, large and small, are
under stress in Albany. I urge the Government
to do all in its power to maintain them or help
them to increase in size and productivity. Let
us all support the ..Albany Tomorrow" programme, especial1y if it includes the whole of
the great southern region. It would have been
more apt to have called the programme
••Afbany Today... However, that was not the
name given to it.
I have already touched on the beauty of the
south coast and its tourism potential. The tourism potential in Albany and along the south
coast itself could be a wonderful boon for the
area. Tourism is now the biggest industry in the
world. A newspaper repon headed "Tourism is
growing in W A·· statesIn the latest edition of its publication·
"Touristics," the division says that $2000
billion was generated in 1983 by tourism
which is growing at an average rate of four
per cent a year.
It has outstripped international defence
spending, estimated at $1160 billion in
1983.
Projections indicate that world tourism
will generate $2750 billion in 1990.
In Western Australia, tourism ranks
third behind mining and agriculture and is
growing rapidly.
Touristics says that international traffic
at Perth Airport has increased by 22 per
cent in the past year, reflecting one of the
biggest growth factors in the world.
Some two or three years ago my family and I
were lucky enough to tour America. We got to
know some fine Americans. When travelling on
a tourist bus on that trip we happened to be
sitting next to an American couple and we discussed where we came from. When they found
out we came from Perth they said, ..We didn't
really know that that was an important pJace.
We thought there were only two important
places in Australia: Melbourne and Sydney. We
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had heard that Australia was a beautiful place
but we were told by our tourist agent that there
was no airport in Perth. We thought that small
planes could possibly land but that there was
no international airport". It just goes to show
how ill-infonned these people are about the
potential of Western Australia. Here is hoping
the America's Cup will bring Perth to the notice of the world and prove that we really do
exist.
In previous speeches my National Party col·
leagues have dealt at length with the horren·
dous problems facing the fanning community.
I will speak briefly on small business, of which
fanning is an integral pan. Today, the success
of the smaU business depends not only on hard
work, managerial expertise and a bit of luck. Its
survival depends on coping with a myriad
forms and red tape that Governments present
it with. FiiHng in forms has fast become a
disincentive for small business, with forms for
business registrations, payroll tax, certificates,
Government by·laws, antipollution, question·
naires and statistical information about every
detail in our farms and shops. To top it ofT, we
now have to cope with the fringe benefits tax.
No wonder small business people are giving up
or selling out or have gone broke. No longer do
we hear the cry, ~·Get big or get out". It is now,
.. If you don't want to fall, stay small". The
family and associated small businesses are the
hub of our society. let us give them a chanc~
and all possible support.
Mining has been hailed as a saviour of the
agricultural areas. I agree that it may be a
short-term help but in the long tenn it could be
economically and environmentaHy damaging
and mean complete and utter suicide. The great
southern regional economic studies suggest that
the right of the private landholders' veto be
abolished for the good of the State. I totally and
unequivocally reject that under the present
regulations of the Mining Act and I will explain
why.
I am not saying that I am against mining
altogether in the great southern region, however there have to be some constraints. At the
moment the power of veto seems to be the only
one. Take gold for example; that seems to .be in
the limelight at the present time. I wish to
quote from a report titled ..Conservation and
Rehabilitation in the Gold-mining Industry.. of
November 1985, page 13 and 15, as followsThe act provides very wide powers to
the landholder to control and regulate or
prevent exploration or min-ing on his land.
It also establishes compensation pro-

cedures and enables conditions to be applied including rehabilitation require·
ments.
The gold-mining industry in Western
Australia is generally acknowledged to
have had a poor record of environmental
management.
Along with the price rises of the 1970's
there have been some major changes in
technology which are having significant ef·
fects on the gold industry. Whereas in the
past most non·alluvial ore bodies were
worked by underground mining, most are
now being mined by open-pit methods,
often embracing previous underground
workings. This change means that much
greater areas of land are being disturbed by
the gold·mining operations, and the en·
vironmental problems of large waste
dumps and worked out pits must be faced.
The carbon-in-pulp (CIP) process, now
widely used, has led to extremely efficient
gold recovery. and this has meant that
lower·grade ores can be economically
treated.
With this very diverse industry it is not
possible to generalise on the overall level
of current environmental management.
However, with a few exceptions, levels of
environmental awareness and management are well beJow those of other sectors
of the mining industry.
recently attended a mining seminar at Mt
Barker at which I asked· questions about rehabilitation of the goldmining areas. I was told
that rarely were those areas refilled because the
cost was too great. Waste dumps and overbur·
dens were generally contoured but were considered useless for agriculture. Many experts
say that mining is so minimal in the great
southern that there should be no concern about
it. I assure members that there is great concern
about it and that Mines Department figures
substantiate that concern. The prospecting licences that have been taken out in the great
southern region cover an area of 8 668 hectares. E;l(p)oration licences cover a total of
208 859 hectares, and mining licences an area
5 428 hectares. Those figures cannot be taken
lightly when they are related to this farming
area. In the Katanning area, the mining
companies are pegging claims all over the place
and they are of genuine concern to us all.
Given the amount of gold deposits in the
great southern and the ease of recovery nowadays, that wonderful fanning country could
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look like the surface of the moon in 50 years'
time. Is it any wonder that I suppon the private
landholders' right to veto?
There is also tbe problem of compensation to
be agreed between the two panies. Since the
Government's new amendments to the Mining
Act, the parties have no common ground on
which to agree. The problem is the unrealistic
expectation of the legislation which somehow
expects a mining company to be able to
negoatiate for the farmers' consent under section 29 (2), given the constraints contained in
section 123. One of those constraints is social
disruption compensation. J defy any person to
· accurately put a monetary figure on social disruption given any set of circumstances. The
amount of compensation that is expected to be
paid by the mining company now is practically
. non-negotiable. The fairest way, of course. is a
percentage of the mineral extracted from the
ground. h is very simple. For example. the
more land mined and the more land disturbed,
the higher the compensation. However. that is
illegal here: it is not in America or England, but
it is here. Why? I suppose it is too simple.
The only way out for both panies is the
Warden's Court. There will be plenty of action
there under this present Act. Once again, the
private landholder is at a great disadvantage.
He possibly has very little money to fight the
case so he will more than likely give in or accept compensation that he thinks is inadequate.
There we have jt. The private landholder
does not really want his land destroyed or, if he
has signed an exploration licence, he wouJd like
adequate compensation for it, which compensation. under the present circumstances, he is
not likely to get.
. Gold. and most other minerals for that mat·
ter, are once-in-a-lifetime commodities for the
agricultural area, but a juicy steak will go on
reproducing itself forever. Is it any wonder the
right to veto must remain?
My attention has been drawn to the acute
shonage of nurses, especially in country towns.
The retraining of fanner nurses would be only
a short-term solution to the problem. More
young people need to be enrolled immediately.
I know of one girl in the Lake Grace area who
bas been attempting to enrol in a nursing
course for 15 months, yet her attempts have
been thwarted. l recommend to the Minister
for Health, Hon. Ian Taylor, that immediate
steps be taken to remedy this problem and to
make more facilities available for nurse train-
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ing, particularly for school leavers who are
finding it difficult to obtain jobs.
My colleague, Hori. Mick Gayfer, made some
comments about financial institutions. I would
like to lend my support to his words of condemnation of them. In 1980 everyone was full
of confidence. The ''get big or get out" comments were ringing in everyone's ears. Agricultural advice was for the farmer to grow more
grain and to expand. Hire-purchase agreements
abounded. There was an endless stream of mail
and literature recommending credit cards and
taxation perks.. Nobody thought anything about
paying $25 000 for a ram . How may times,
when we attended sales, did we hear the wordsj
"Don't worry about what it costs, just buy it.
We will son out the money tomorrow"? Bank
managers in country areas were canvassing
loans in the streets and in the clubs telling
people that there was plenty of money to be
had. By "plenti' I mean ·'millions''. Everybody was astounded. r labelled those financial
institutions .. money pushers" and we know
what this community thinks of pushers. Is it
any wonder that farmers and business people
were enticed into accepting what appeared to
be attractive offers? Borrowings were made at
f 4 pet cent or less, and within 12 months in
most cases, were at 24 per cent. Can members
imagine what an extra $100 000 on top of an
existing loan of $1 million meant for those
people?
In an article in The West Australian of 11
June, Mr Ray Finlayson, the President of the
Country Shire Councils Association of Western
Australia, saidThe banks have become our rich masters
and not our servants. Money has become a
god to the mining institutions, which are
overprotected and have built up huge reserves.
He continued1 have supported private enterprise all
my life, but I believe that the banks are
now influenced too much by greed rather
than by humanitarian motives.
So now the doors have closed on those unfonunate residents in the country areas. Fanns and
businesses are being forced to go out of production or are being sold up. The pity of it all is
that these people are mostly pioneers and were
well respected in the community. They built up
their assets around their families' togetherness
with long hours of hard work. AH is now lost.
My opinion is that the lenders, as well as the
borrowers, should be responsible for the debts
incurred by this community. If this is not
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halted soon it will have a snowballing effect
and we will all be gone.
As a first-year member of Parliament I am
privileged to be selected to serve on the Standing Orders Committee. 1 assure honourable
members that 1 w~U do my utmost to see that
we, as a committee, do not destroy its traditions. I regard tradition and the environment
as integral parts of our Jives. We must continue
to cherish them and never tamper with them
unduly. However, there are times when change
can be of benefit to all, as has been recently
demonstrated i.n this House.
As you, Mr President, and other long·stand·
ing members look around, it would be evident
to you that some of your ex-coUeagues are not
present. One such person is Mr Tom Knight,
my predecessor. On behalf of aU South Province e.lectors, I thank him for the dedicated
work he did for all. I sincerely thank all
honourable members and staff for the cordial
way in which I have been received. They have
made my introduction to Parliament a
pleasure.
Finally, I give heartfelt thanks to my wife
and my family and every person who has
supported me. I will do all possible to bring
welJ-bcing to the people in this wonderful State
of Western Australia. Thank you.
{Applause.]
Sitting suspended[rom 12.42 to 2.30 p.m .
HON. TOM HELM (North) [2.32 p.m.]:
Thank you, Mr President, for the opponunity
to support the motion. I thank you and the staff
of this Chamber. plus my fellow members. for
all the heJp and advice they have given me
since I first arrived here.
I would also like to express my thanks to the
people of North Province for their confidence
in the ALP, and J assure them that neither the
ALP nor I will let them down.
I especiaUy would like to thank all those
people, both party members and others, who
worked so hard during the election campaign,
and in the hot conditions on 8 February to
achieve our victory. I wonder how much support we would have to hold elections for the
north in the winter?
I am very proud to be an integral part of the
Labor team a nd would like to record my thanks
to Peter Dowding, whose talents will be missed
in this pJace, but who feels that he can make an
effective contribution in the other Chamber.
The work that he did in not only winning back
the North Province for Labor but also in

representing the people of that area, will never
be forgotten, and must have played a leading
role in our election victory. That good work
was then built on by the member for Pilbara,
Pam Buchanan-our own quiet achieverwhose own work-rate and dedication were
reflected in her election success.
The member for Kimberley has once again
done us proud by his elevation, and the people
ofNorth Province would not take kindly to any
moves to stop Ernie Bridge from becoming a
Minister of the Crown. We are not surprised
that his talents have at last been officially
recognised-we have known about them for a
long time. I congratulate him.
Hon. Tom Stephens is well-known to this
House and it is right to say that actions speak
louder than words. Tom was campaign manager for three candidates and all were successful. He knows we are all grateful and will not
forget the work he did, not only during the
campaign but also as an elected member.
.· The North Province has a dedicated and
hard working team, both elected and unelected,
and 1 am very proud to be one of them.
I would like to follow the lead given by my
coJieague for North Province, Hon. Tom
Stephens, and adopt a conciliatory approach in
my remarks and also comment upon
statements made by some of the previous
speaken. I do reaJise how lucky I am to speak
at the end of this debate, and I would like to
speak on Labor philosophy and the need for
consultation rather than confrontation.
Having been a rigger for Hamersley Iron Pty
Ltd in the Pilbarat perhaps 1 can speak with
some authority on the rewards of consultation
and the rewards which have resulted from
people working together. If we look at the areas
where the widest consultation has taken
place-for instance, in the iron ore industry in
the Pilbara-we see the effects of using consen·
sus in its most effective fonn. Days lost
through industrial action have been reduced
drastically; export tonnages arc reaching record
levels; and unpalatable decisions are being
made jointly by everyone who is directly affec·
ted. Sometimes those who are indirectly affected are consulted and given consideration. This
is a prime example of cooperation between
unions and management, and this has been
promoted by State and Federal Govemments.
It is time we recognised the contributions that
can be made by all sections of our society, regardless of our differen~es, if we are concerned

