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ally, from my o\vn experience of municipal 
work I think no money that the Govern
ment has ever given away could be bett.er 
spent thu.n that spent in the variom1 
municipalities. It hat! always been well 
expended, and I should not be inclined 
to support a reduction or the abolition of 
the municipal subsidies. ::\fy own lean
ings are towards the land tax system of 
South Australia., where the tax is i~ half
penny in the pound under .£5,000 in 
value, 1ind u.uother halfpenny in the 
pound for over .£5,000 in value. I think 
tl1at provision should be made in the Act 
to allow that when an appeal is m:i.de by 
an owner age.inst the valuator's estimu.te, 
the Government should have the option 
of purchasing at the owner's valuation. 
By that means I think that the State 
would see that the owners' valuations 
were not too low for taxing purposes. I 
should also favour a 50 per cent. 
increase in the tax on absentee owners. 
Witli regu.rd to the reform of the 
Upper House, I am pledged to suplJOrt a 
reduction of the franchise qualification 
from .£25 to .£15. Hon. members on the 
opposite side of the House are not alto
gether satisfied with that reduction, but 
I suggest to them that they should accept 
it if it is only with the hope of gettinf{ 
the qualification wiped out altogether. I 
think Ministers may be congratulated 
upon their self-sacrifice in suggesting a 
reduction in their salaries by .£200, but 
I am not iu sympa.tby per~onally with 
that reduction. I believe that if Cabinet 
Ministers are going to devote the whole 
of their time and energies to their depart
ments thev should he well worth .£] ,000 
a year; b~t WP. may take it that the ver.v 
mention of the proposal is an earnest of 
their desire to economise. If that is so, 
then I suggest that we might do as is 
done in some of the other States, abolish 
payment-0£ members of the Upper House. 
It would give a few thousand pounds to 
spend in another direction. When we 
were talking about Federation we were 
all led to beiieve that economy would be 
the order of the day, that one Governor 
would be sufficient for the whole of the 
States, and that there would be a decrease 
in the number of members of Parliament. 
Yet none of these reforms have been 
carried out so far as this State is con
cerned ; and in that respect I shall be in 
favour, at the termination of His Excel-

lency's term of office, of the Government 
ma.king provision t-0 abolish the office 
altogether. There is one omission, and 
t-0 my miud rather a serious omission, 
from the Speech, and that is a Local 
Option Bill. Many of us were under 
the impression last year that when the 
House met again the Government would 
move in this dit·ection. There has been 
a chan1:,re of Government since, but 
the people in the State, I think, 
a1·e anxious to have the privilege of 
veto in their own particular neighbour
hoods. ll'or some time past public
house licenses have been granted all over 
the State, the people having no prac
tical control over licenses; hence they 
a.re anxious that a. Local Option Bil1 
should be introduced. I hope the Premil!r 
will not be too long before' hti moves in 
this direction. There is one rua.tter to 
which I wish to refer outside the Speech, 
and that is a clause in the last rtiport of 
the Inspector of Fisheries where he 
says that during the previous year he 
had reportt!d the discovery of commerce 
sponges in our coastal waters; and be 
speaks of some thousands of miles of 
water where these sponges may be 
collected, I suggest to the Minister 
controlling this department that, seeing 
we are to have an exhibition in the State 
at the latter end of this year, instructions 
should be given for a quantity of the 
sponges to be collected, sufficient to make 
a good show at this exhibition, in order 
to show tba.t we have a large industry 
lying untouched at our doors. I believe 
the Government in all depa1·tments re
cognise the importance of encouraging 
industries. Here is an industry that lies 
at our doors and has not been t-Ouched. 
I hope the Minister will see his way clear 
to assist in the development of this 
industry. ln conclusion, I wish to sa.y 
that personally I have every confidence in 
the future of this Stare and am just as 
anxious for its prosperity as other 
members. I have much pleasure in sup
porting the motion now before the 
llouse. • 

M&. F. J. WARE (Ha.nnans) : It is 
not my intention to take up the time of 
this House at any great length on the 
Address-in-Reply, but at the outset I 
wish to enter a. protest against the action 
of the Government in not placing before 
members of the House the measures they 
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intend to bring down this session. I 
consider tha.t it wa.s due to members that 
they should receive some information as 
to the measures it wa.s intrmded to bring 
down this session. Certainly we have 
certain measures set out in the Governor's 
Speech, but then we have it mentioned 
that Bills will be laid before us during 
the present ses11ion dealing with a. num
oer of subjects requiring att~ntion. 
Thie is certainly vague, and I think 
it is due to members that they should 
ha.ve something placecl before them so 
that they could know what the intent.ions 
of the Government n.re during this ses
sion. In the forefront of the Speech also, 
we are told that the prosperit.v of the 
State is proct"eding apace, or wor<l.s to 
that effe1.:t. I consi<ler that this is prac
tically a.n insult to thousands of people in 
the State at the present time. While we 
have thousands of people unemployed in 
this State, the Government issue this to 
them, "That the prosperity of the State 
continues apace; " and practfoa.lly tell 
these people tha.t they are loafers aud do 
not want employment. I think it would 
be better on the part of the Government 
if they would fact' the real facts of the 
situation, with a firm determination to 
try to see what they can possibly do to 
make the affairs of the Stare better than 
they a.re. Certainly the State has a great 
future before it with proper government, 
but that is not to sa.y that the State at 
present is in a prosperous condition. I 
have here a cablegram sent by the Pre
mier to the old country on the occasion 
of the eighth annual West Australian 
dinner, and it reads as follows:-

Perth, W.A., May 28, 1906.-Weat .Australia 
extends hearty greeting a.cross the sea to a.11 
W eat Australian 1'(!8\denfa1 and friends in Eng
land present at the annual reunion to-morrow 
night, &I1d to the committee'& distinguished 
guests. I appreciate and desire express warm 
thanks for the honour done to State in 11.ttend
&nce of the Under-Secretary of Sta.te for the 
Colonies on behalf of Government. Prospects 
of Sta.te are from all points of view brighter 
1U1d more encouraging than ever. Libera.I. 
land settlement scheme attra.ctin1;: continua.I 
stream popul&tijln, and new agricultural rail· 
wa.ys being cons'hucted. The mining industry 
steadily strengthens A.nd extends. Gold mines 
ha.ve since 1890 distributed £14,542,456 in 
dividends, and produced .£65,739,0lS of gold. 
The timber and other industries a.re rapidly 
extending. Government doing all possible to 
libera.liBe St.ate laws and inl!f;itutions-tc. 
The Attorney General has a better 

knowledge, or a knowledge that he is 
prepared to p)ace before the people of the 
State, with regard to mining. He told 
the electors at Kalgoorlie that mines 
were closing down every day and that no 
new mines were beini;l' opened up to ta.ke 
their places. I think the hon. member 
should be commended for placing the 
true situation before the people of the 
State. I think it is the duty of the 
Government, inst.ead of talking about 
aomething which does not exist, to face 
the full facts and do what they possibly 
can to employ the people of the State. As 
evidence of t.he prosperity of the State, 
we are told in the Governor's Speech 
that during last year the State paid 
dividends to the extent of over two 
million pounds. I regret to say that it 
is not evidence that the State in itself is 
prosperous. These dividends as we know 
have been brought a.bout by up-to. 
date machinery and a. contract system
well, an alleged contract system. We 
know that ·the major portion of the 
money leaves the State. If the Govern
ment could ha.Ye shown that so many 
mines had been opened and so man.v 
more thousands of men had been employed 
in mining, t.ha.t would.have shown iu itself 
that the State was prosperous; but the 
fact that the dividends go out of the 
State I do no not think is any evidence 
of it. We are also told in the Govero.or's 
Speech that it is the intention of the 
Government to bring down a Loan Bill. 
In this instance we are not informed to 
what extent. the Government intend to 
borrow, neither have we anv assurance 
tba.t they intend to expend the money on 
reproductive works a.lone. I hope that 
when the Bill comes down we shall have 
some assurance. that the money is to be 
spent purely on reproductive works, and 
that we shall also have some infor
mation as to the works on which 
this money is to be B(>Elnt. The 
matter of land settlement will cer
tainly receive the support of members 
sitting on t.he Opposition side of the 
House. Although the majority of mem
bers on the Opposition side of the House 
represent the goldfields of this State, 
still we are not blind to the necessity of 
pushing forward the agricultural a.nd 
pastoral industries to their fullest extent. 

: In dealiog with the land question I wjsh 
to say something about the residential 
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blocks on the goldfielde. I understand 1 

it is the intention of the Government to 
alter th~ system prev11iling on the gold
fh!lda a.t tbe present time and to give 
people on the goldfi.elds ao opportunity 
to secu1-e the freehold title to their 
blocks in five yea.rs. I am sorry that 1 
ca.nnot support the Government in this 
proposal While I will admit the system 
a.t presenl iu existence ou the goldfields 
is unsatisfactory, in my opinion it has 
been made unsatisfactory by thost> who 
are opposed to the lea.sebold system. 
While the system in exist.euce at the 
present time is unpopular, I ca.n point 
out in a. few words why it is unpopulo.r 
- it is because of the enormous rents 
which have been cha.t-ged people on the 
fields for the hlocka. People on the 
goldfields 11.re very much over-rated. 
They ba.ve to pa.y from .£2 lOs. up to .£4 
per annum for the right to one of these 
blocks. I consider t.ba.t where the people 
at-e rated so high, a.nd c6usidering the 
r.a.te they ha.ve to pay for their water 
from the water scheme, and the high 
cost of living, thes~ people .are unduly 
taxed. In these circumstances it is no 
wonder there is dissatisfaction with 
the present system. It was never 
intended when this new system came 
iuto O}'<lration that tbese high mtes 
ebou ld be ch11.ri,red on these blocks. I 
bav~ a. letter in my pocket now froru 
one of my oonstituents io which he sf.3.tes 
tho.t lie i11 cl1arged a.s high a.8 £10 per 
a.nnum by the Government for the rent of 

block previously will ho.ve to appeo.r 
before the la.nd board iu a.ll subeequent 
applications, and if it be found that he 
hQs been selliug as 11. speculation be should 
he denied the right to take up a. fa.rther 
block. I have ha.d considerable exper· 
ieuce iu this 1natter. I was associated 
\Vitb the Attorney Genertt.l (Hon. N. 
Keen11.11) on lbe land bo:u:d a.t Kalgoorlie, 
when we had 9.ui~ 11. number of people 
before us applying for blocks. We may 
ba.ve h11.d only balf-a.-dozen blocks at 
our dispoS/\l to recommend to different 
people, but I b11.ve seen ~be cour~ crowded 
with applicants for those blocks. That 
is another tna.tter which I desire to bring 
under the notice of the Minister reepon· 
sible for the control of this depa.rtmeut, 
namely that more of these blocks should 
be thrown oren on the fields. We 
tlod that. while people are desirous of 
getting off the leases and ta.king up 
blocks as ea1·ly 11s possible, there are not 
sufficient. blocks thrown open to enable 
thew to do so. We waut more blocks 
thrown open. a.nd what· is more, we want 
more liberal conditions in connection 
with them. It bas been claimed by the 
Ka.Igoorlic Ro'1.ds Board-I am 11pea.king 
now more pf\rt.icula.rly of Kalgoorlie and 
Boulder-aud I agree with them, that 
the cha.irn1an of the roads boa.rd i11 the 
proper gent.lemau to occupy t11e l)ench 
on the land bo:ud. A.t the present time 
we ha.ve the ma.yo1· of Kalgoorlie and the 
president of the T1·a.des and La.boor 
Council sitting n.s a. land boa.rd. Con· 
side1-ing that the majority of these blocks 
-in fact the whole of tl1ose which ha;ve 
been thrown open- a.re in the roads 

e. block on which he ha.s a. sma.11 store in l 
a. l>a.l:k street. And he bas to pa.y this l 
enormous sum of £10 per annum simply 
because he supplies the neiJ;hbours with 
lit.th~ uecessa.ries which they may hH.ppeu 
to ruu out of. I hope tba.t if the new 
system does cowe into operation--and I 
suppose the Government with their big 
majority will be able to carry their pro
posal-tl1a..t some oonsidera.tion will be 
shown to the people on the fields in the 
direction of making provision so that 
blocks will not be dumm.i~ ·as in the 
pa.st. Those who know ti.le fields are 
&ware tb11ot in tbe early d1£ys fortunes 
were made in the buying and selling of 
blocks of 111.nd. People bought blooks 
and sold Lhem, just as they bought a.nd 
sold scrip, creating a lamentable state of 
affairs. Precautions will have to be 
taken SQ tba.t a. person who has held a. , 

boa.rd area, I think that the cha.irruan of 
the roa.cls boa.rd, and not the mayor of 
Kalgoorlie 11hould have a seat on the 
boa.rd. We w~1-e told by the Premier, in 

' reply to ao ioterjection from bis own 
side, t.ha.t. present holders would not be 
compelled to eocne under the new regu
lations. These holders, knowing the 
conditions prevailiog on the goldfields at 
the present time, if f,be conditions are 
llbera.lieed 11.t all will be only too glad to 
come under them. With regard to the 
tax on unirnproved land values, I regret. 
that the Governruent have not shown 
more eioccrit.y with regard to this matter. 
We find that while in this House they 
advocate a tax on unimproved. land values 
they have tluue their· utmost ·outside to 
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assist. the return of certain gentlemen to 
another Chamber whom they know to be 
totally opposed to this proposal. We 
find a.Jso, even in this House, that 
members sitting ou tha.t (Government) 
side of tbe House are not a.greed among 
themselves a.bout tbe pl'oposal We ha,ve 
the member for Per~b (Mr. H . Brown) 
a.nd the member for North P .. rth 
(Mr. Brebber), and there a.re other 
iost:&nces of members sitting on the other 
side, who are opposed 1o the proposal. 
It is rather a.musing to ftnd that the 
mPmher for Perlb, repre.seut.iug the city, 
which bas always been spoon-fed a.nd 
whicl1 has bad so much of the money of 
this Sta.te for tbe purpose of buildiug 
snake-houses a.nd so forth, now that some 
effort is to be ma.de by the Government 
for the pm11ose of raising revenue, is 
here the first to cry out. I hope the 
Premier will be firm in this matter, and 
pass the Bill tbmugb this Housu. With 
re~a.rd to exemptions, I regret that in the 
OP,inion of members on the Government 
side it is ueoossary to ha.ve exemptions. 
E"en in this matter there is disagreement 
on the other side. I notice that the 
member for Alba.Dy (Mr. Barnett) and 
others are opposed tQ exemptions. I 
believe it is the int.ention of the Govern· 
ment t-0 endeavour to pass this Bill with 
exemptions, thinking that hon. memben; 
will vote for the measure. 1'lbile we 
(the Opposit,ion) are in fa.Tour of taxinJ,! 
unimproved land values, we a.re not in 
fa.vour of exewptions; and if the exemp
tions are included it is jn1>t possihle that 
members on the Opposit.it..m side of the 
House will ba.ve to vote against the Bill. 
'l'h~ totalisa.tor t.ax is 11.llother measure 
to which I wish to refer. This 01easure, 
members will remember, wu.s pa.ssed last 
session, and whilst I was in favour of a. 
t:e.x {\U the tota.lisa.tor, I regrl.'t that it bas 
been found by experience that a. good 
deal of harm has been <lone to tlie 
charitable instilntioos, on the goldfields 
particularly, by this ta.x. While the 
revenue oftbe :::>ta.te has not received much 
benefit from the fax we find tba.t the 
charitable institutions, on the goldlields 
in pa.rticula.r, have been robbed of (:on
siderable support. I consider it would 
ba\'e been bettel" had the money collec~d 
from the t!J,~ been 11pcnt in the localities 
where it was collected. I have no fault to 
find with regard to the gcldfield water 

ellpply a.dministra.tiou. I b~lieve the 
Leader of the Opposition {Mr. Bath) ba.d 
some complaints to make with reference 
to the cutting off of wat.:-r :rnd otbe r 
matters. Regarding my constituency I 
have ha.d no complaints in tbie connec
tion. Cases have come under my notic:e 
where water bas been cut off; but that 
is ooly to be expectt>d when J>eople refuse 
to take noti<'e of the waroing given by the 
wa.tE'r supply administration that their 
water \Vill be cut oft on a C(>rtain date. I 
am utterly opposed to th .. yioolw~ of the 
rates ; I consider that instead of pooling 
the rates of these people, we should reduce 
the price of the water all round. People 
li\'in~ iu the main streets of Kalgoorlie 
and Boulder 11.nd other places should re
ceive no conression not granted to other 
people. They are rated according to tbe 
va.lue of their properties; so a.re tbe 
people outsid~ those streets, and I con
sider they should be prepared. to pay 
according to the va.1ue of their properties. 
With regard to the price charged for 
water to the racecourses QD the 6.elds, I 
regret that t.be Minister has not seen bis 
\9a.v clear to make a. t·eduction in this 
direction. The ra.ceoourscs on the fields 
are practica.ll.v public reserves, and shoulil 
receive water at the same rate as is 
charged to reseTVes on the goldfields. 
W e find tha.t the wa.yot of Kalgoorlie 
held his reception on the Ka.lgoorlie r:we
cour:Je recently. The Salvation Army 
a.nd the va.i"ious Suoda.y·scbools hol<l their 
picnics on the racecourse, and the Eight 
Hours' Committee and other bodiesroa.ke 
use of t11c <:our.sc.q for their demonstra
tions ; a.nd the courses a.re really open to 
the whole of the pnhlic. Thii; being so, 
I regret that the Minister could not see 
his wa,y c1ear to bring the t>ricc of tlw 
water supplied to tbe racecourses down 
to that dnllb>ed for the puhlic reservl'.s. 
I aw pleltSed that a Mines Regulation 
Bill is t-0 come down this session. The 
member for Ivanhoe (:llr. St-adtfan) 

• <lea.It exhaustivelv with this matter, o.oJ. 
it will be wat~hf><l with interest by 
membeTs ou tl1is side of the House. Th€' 
}Jioist~r will have ao opportuuity iu this 
<:onnection of showing- wh .. tber the n>pu
tation that. has heen g-ive11 him all over the 
State is justified or not. We have had 
the vraises of the Minister for Mines 
(Hon. H. Gregol'y) sung by different 
people a.t d.iffercut functions ; but. for 
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my pa.rt, the Ministerfor Mineshasy~tto 
prove himself the possessor of adtninis. 
trative ability. The Government are 
talking of economy-" economy is neces. 
sary in all departments." I think I can 
point out one direction in which economy 
ma.y be effected, if the Govertnuent so 
desire, a.nd that is in connection with 
our charitable institutions. I a.m speak
ing now pi1.rticula.rly of our hospitals. 
The hospitals on the goldfields a.re under 
the control of the Government; they a.re 
supported by the Government, a.nd rules 
a.nd regulations a.re dra.wu up by the 
Government. The Kalgoorlie hospital, 
I understa.nd, is controlled by two resi
dent doctors, with one or. two other 
medie&l gentlemen on the hooora.ry 
medica.l staff. If these hos_pit.a1s were 
placed under medical bobds, tliese 
boards would be able to conduct the 
h\lSpitals more satisfactorily than they 
a.re conducted a.t the present time, and also 
a.t less expense to the State. The cha.ri· 
ta.ble institutions in the Ea.st~rn States 
a.re conducted in this tnanner, subscribers 
ha.ving the right to vote for the gentle· 
men who a.re to act on the boa.rd of 
ma.nagement; and jf this syi;telll obtained 
on the goldfields I feel sure it would 
prove a. success. If a certain amount 
were cba.rged for membership as a sub
scriber to the hospital, such subscribers 
to have the right to CB.$l a. vote aunually 
in the matter of the membership of the 
board to control the hospita.1, I consider 
this would be a. step in the right direc
tion. It is only right lhat any dootor on 
the fields should have the right to enter 
the hospital aud attend to his put.ients 
there if nec.-essary. Ca.ires ba.ve occurred 
where men on the fields who ha.ve con
tributed for y&i.rs to friendly societil!ll 
have been ta.ken ill a.nd hu1l to go to a. 
hospital. It was impossible for them to 
pa.y I.be exorbit.11.nt f~ asked by private 
hospit&ls, u.ud their only course was to 
go into the Government institution, where 
their own doctor could not attend thew. 
Immediately they enter tha.t hospita.l they 
lose the services of their doctor. No 
matter how UJuch tha.t g-entlewan may 
understand their system a.ud the previous 
ailments they have had, he is denied the 
rigbt to visit and attend to thew ; and I 
consider that the doctors on the fields, 
outside those already iu charge of the 
hospilal, i,ibould certainly ha.ve the right 

to visit there and attend to patients, if 
tbe_v eo d~sire. With regard to the 
.A.gricultural Ba.nk, I alll pleased with 
the assurance of the Honorary Minister 
tbat tbis is to be better ca.rried out in the 
future. A case ca.me under my notice a. 
few weeks a.go where a. man intended to 
go on the laud. He had limited capital 
to do so. Just after ta.king up la.nd a 
friend of his wrot.e to him, atatwg that 
he had been for some time oo the land, 
a.nu had required n.ssista.nce from the 
Agricultural Ban'k, for which he had 
a.ppliad, but he bad not received it; aud 
he strongly advised him not to go on the 
la.nd. 1 know that the Honorary Minister 
has a. full knowledge of a.gric\1lture, and 
I hope he will do his utmost to see tba.t 
the oonditions a.re, as fa.r as possible, 
liberalised, and that people in need of 
assistance will receiv~ it from that. inst\. 
tution. The next matter I wi.sh to touch 
upon is in regs.rd to the Factori98 A.ct and 
Early Closing Act. I have before me a. 
report of tbe Chief Inspootor of Fa.ctories. 
I consider this gentleman is to be com
meuded for the report be has placed 
before the people of this St.ate; bot we 
find tba.t he has been labouring under 
great difficulties. At the beginning, he 
started out on this Vll$t Sta.te with several 
Acta under his control, with three 
inspectors. About six mouths a.go 
one of these inspectors resigned. No 
fresh appointment baa been mu.de subse
quently, and since tha.t time we ha.vo 
had tbc whole of this St.a.te with only two 
inspectors of ~torie's. This mea.sare 
was passed through the Parliament of 
this Sta.t.e, 1.Lnd I consider it wall the 
intention of the JJegisla.ture tbl\t it should 
be put into oper.i.tion. I contend, how
ever, that with only two inspect.ors of 
factoriea it is im)!Osoible for this Act to 
be eofor<.-ed, and I hope thut in the near 
foture some action will be taken so ll.s to 
increase the 11umber o[ inspector.! in order 
that. these various Acts ma.y be enforced. 
The repor~ cont.a.ins the following :-

As previously st&too, the carlfor part of the 
period under review was occupied by me in 
preparing the neoeelll\ry rcgulntiol18. Before 
the completion of these, it. \9'08 found noocs
sary to amend the act in .respect to Section Z'l, 
Subsection 6, dea.\wg witb cubic air epa<:e. 
This, HB originally provided, waa limited to 
15\1- cnbic feet per head. A little thought 
clearly showed bow very deficient this amount. 
was, and the .Act was amended to prescribe & 
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munwum of 300 cubic feet. The English 
standard is 400 cubic feet, which is alao tbe 
standard in all the States of the Common
wealth, with the exception of South Australia. 
I regret tbs.tit b~ been thoughtdesira.ble 
to cut down the number of cubic feet 
allowed per head to 350. It ha.snot been 
done in this State, but we are told that 
400 feet a.re allowed in other States, and, 
if such be the case, I eert.a.inly think the 
aame a.mount should be allowed in this 
State. 

MR. ScADDAN : Especially on the gold
fields. 

Ms. WARE : Yes; especially on the 
gold fields, where we have iron dwellings, 
unlined very often, to work in. Another 
port.ion of the report to which I wish to 
draw attention reads:-

has been previously approved by the loca.J 
board. 
I ba.ve read this to show tba.t the system 
in existence at the present time is iniqui
tous. We find that we have a Cllief 
Inspector of Fact-0ries in .this Sta.te with 
inspectors under him. They go to a. 
fact-0ry aud fiud tha.t factory in an in
sanitary condition, but they have no 
power in themselves to wder tha.t the 
fa.etory shall be put into a. sanitary stat-e. 
It is neCP.ssary for t hem to 11.ppeal to somo 
loca.J boa.rd, a.nd it rests with this board 
whether tbe ma.tu>r is remediE>d or not. 
I consider that if we have factory ins~
tors in this St.ate, they should certa.mly 
have the right l\D.d power to ha.ve control 
of factories right through. In reg-a.rd to 
dual inspE>ction also, we ha.ve that in con-

.A. diJlieQJty was encountered jW1t at the nection witli ma.chinerv. We find that, 
out.6et of the w<'rk in the resentment of factory jf a.n inspector goes inio a factory wbere 
occupiers at the dua.J inspection of factories ma~hinery is em~loyed he bas no control 
and local boa.rd inspectQre. The Act provides 
that where any defect can be better ~medled whatever ovei- at machinerv. As re-
under a.ny Act relating to public heruth, other garde safeguarding employees in the 
than the Factoriea Act, the factoriea inspector factory, this comes under another depart-
is to ~rt the same to the local authoi:ity, ment altogether, and another ins1)ector is 
whose nty it shall be to remedy tbe defect renufred to remed Y any defect in this 
within a reasona.bte time. For the purpose of '1. • 

this section, the fll.C'tories inspector ma.y, if he dire<:tion. I consider that one inspection 
t.bink fit, t.ake a local board inspector into the is quite sufficient in any shop or factory, 
factory with him. Out of respect for thE' and that full cont rol should be placed in 
local authorities which have bad control of the this department, 80 that the inspector of 
aanitnt ion or factories prior to the eJ:igteuceof factories can attend to the whole of the 
the FlWtories Act, I have endeavoured to work 
through a.nd in conjunction mth looal boacds matters in connection wit h fa.ctorv work. 
of hea.lth in effecting necessary improvements We also ha.ve a recommendation here 
in matters more dil'e<ltly controlled by the from the Chief Inspector that, in regard 
Health Act. To this end I circulariaed nll to 11 · b ·it f th f 
local boards affected by the Factories Aot in a premis~s m or e purpose O 
the metropolitan 1\\-ea attbecowwencernentof factories, the plaus should be submitted 
December, 1904-, inviting their co-opemtion, to him for approval. This is a valuable 
M> that occupiers of factories should not be suggestiou, and should be adopted by the 
harassed by dual inapection and those dif- Government wlreu this Act comes up for 
feren~ of opiJiion that nswilly follow. amendment, w; I have no doubt it will, 
Matters in this connection worked smoothly l 
for some time, and I J"CCeived nssurance of seeing that so many a.ltel'ations 1a.ve been 
support ; bnt when it bas taken the loe1d 1 suggested by tbe Chief Inspector of 
authority six weeks to remedy a common Fiwtories. We are told here in conuec:-
nniaance, nine months to moke a start in tion with bakehouscs tha.t fully 90 per 
.removing a seriously inaanitat"y condition of cent. of them are not re~stered. A 
Rfftt.irs, and when iivo n1ontbs have been 
allowed to elapse after service of an order to person carryiug on his business aud 
cleanse certain pTemises without any visible emploving a. number of handi; is <:om-
result being achieved, I thinlr reasonable time pelled. to register uncler the Act. where-
bas been exceeded, and I feel that it is about ' as another mn.n round the corner, for 
time an alteration wa& made. Of late it ha.a , instauce, we will say only emplo.ving a 
been only by constant ref~rence to the matter <:ouple of hands, is uot COIDJlelled fo do 
in band, either by peraonal representation or 
by frequent lettel'll to the local boards, that sv. We have 90 per cent. of thP. bake-
they ha.ve been induced to make a move of any houses •and also of tbe laundries in this 
kind. I have foand occupiers of factories Stat~ not regist.et•ed. I think this is a 
willing in most Cll.Ses t.o do what is required mattt!r which sl1ould be remedied as soon 
when thoy ba.ve been shown by practicnl 
illustration that an alteration is needed. It as possible. The health of the coru-
haa happened that tbe watter to be remedied rnunity should Le our first ca.re, a.od it is 
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necessary that the people of thiR Sta.te 
should have some protection, and know 
that what is placed on the t.a.ble is 
certainly healthy, and bas not been pro
duced in some backyard surrounded by 
unhealthy conditions. With regard to 
the luncb rooms in factories and work
shops, I hope that in the near future 
some steps will be taken so that em
ployees may have some provision made 
for them whereby they may leave the 
room or factory and go into another com
part.ment for lunch. At the present time, 
very often employees sit down in the 
very place where they are working, and 
eat their lunch in the midst of fluff and 
dirt. Seeing that they a.re in those sur
roundings for e.t least eight or nine hours 
a day, another room, a healtl>y room, 
should be provided, so that tbey could at 
least go there during lunch hour and 
enjoy their lunch. Dealing with outdoor 
work, I fail to understand how the Chief 
Inspector has come to his decision t.hat 
outdoor workers receive the sa.rue wages 
as those indoors. My experience bas 
been that those working out of doors do 
not receive the same wages, aud I hope 
that, if an amending Bill is brought 
down, all outdoor work will be stopped. 
Outdoor work is the first step in tbu 
direction of sweating. This has been m.r 
experience. I have proved it as such, 
idhd I hope tha.t whilst the Sta.teis young, 
and before our people are ground down 
under the yoke of the sweater, some 
action will be taken to prevent outdoor 
work. If we prevent outdoor work, we 
slmll put a. big spoke in the wheel of the 
sweater, aucl I hope this will be douc. 
With regat·d to the stamping of forui
turc, we have it from the inspector 
that this is being evaded-t.bat is, 
tbe fnrnitme manufactllret.1 by Asiatics 
-aucl I trust that more rigid re~u
lations will be inserted in the nt-w 
Bill. Of course I am saying the new 
Bill, because I consider that, on the 
Chief luspector's report, it will be the 
duty of this Government to bring down 
au amending measure. Ce1·ta.inly it is 
not included in the Goveruor's Speech, 
hut I hope thi1t it will be amongst some of 
tb.ose measures brought down during the 
session. Tb.e matter of apprenticeship is 
also dPalt with in this report. The Chief 
Inspector strongly recommends the in
Jeuturiug of apprentices, anu I hope tbat 

a measure will be passed in this Sta.te 
concerning apprentices. This matter is 
very often brought up in the Arbitration 
Court. It was mentioned in the case thti 
Court dealt with only n>cently, and I 
trust: that in the near future we shall 
have some Act deu.ling with the subject. 
We are told by the Chief Inspector that 
many apprentices start work, and after 
they have worked one or two yea.rs they 
consider they are full-blown tradesmen, 
and go in and compete with tradesmen 
who have served many years in their 
trade. This is doing a lot of injustice to 
the several industries in this State, ina.s
much as many of onr workmen, owing to 
there not being a proper system of 
apprenticeship, are not as competent as 
they sbonld be. 1£ is not my intention 
to take up the time of the House a.t any 
greater length. Thf!re are many matters 
I could dettl wit.11 that ha.ve been touched 
on, but it is not wy intention to go over 
the ground that has been traversed by 
other memb~rs. This is my maiden 
speech in t he House, and l have re
frained from touching on many matters 
which, if I did Ro, might be con
sidered personal. This being my first 
speech, I have eliminated them. But 
I wish to state Umt I have not failed 
to notice certain events which took place 
during the last recess. However, these 
matters ha.ve beeu already referred to 
during this debate ; and it is not my 
intention to speak of t11em. 

Mx. 'I'. W AI,KER (Kanowna) : I pre
sume that although yon, sir, have been. so 
often congratulated during the course of 
this dehat.e, it is not vet too lat<i for me 
also to join with those who ha.ve expressed 
their jo.v at seeing .vou back from your 
trip to the motherland. I shall not a.t 
the cotnlut'ncement of my spP.e,,b deal 
with tlll'se gl'('at short.comings whieh in 
my opinion have been so scandalously 
exhibited by members of the p1·eseut 
Goverm11ent. I wi8h first to ~et riu of 
a few preliu1inary details a.ud to some 
exkllt minor m11.tters-minor so far as 
priuc·iple is concernec1, hut still important. 
Firlit of all, notwithst-anding that some 
members take a. sort of pride in not a.ir
ing the grievances of their owa constitu
enei1-·s, I am bound to deal with a. few 
matters concP.rning mine. And I have 
fo comµlain that several events are hap
pen iD g: in connection with my com1tituenc y, 


