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in this Chamber a gentleman who has been
so closely associated with the industrial posi-
tion in the past, he might assist us in the
direction of 1mproving the Arbitration Court,
and so help it to become more effective,
Everyoue is most anxious that the industrial
relations should be improved. There is no
prospeet of any advancement in that direc-
tion until this problem is more or less solved,
Industrial strife and social hatred do not ap-
peal to me in any way. I shall be pleased
if by some change in our policy of settling
disputes or by amending the Arbitration Aect,
more amicable relations between employer
and employee ean be achieved. This is one of
the most important questions to which we can
give consideration. [ shall be most grateful
to assist in arriving at a satisfactory solu-
tion of a problem, the solution of which will
be in the best interests of this State.

Mr. HERON (Mount Leonora) [9.55]: I
hardly know whether I am a new member or
an old wmember. I had a long life in Parlia-
ment last session, namely two long nights. T
take it, however, that as this is my first at-
tempt to address this Assembly I shall be re-
garded as a new member. At the outset, in
eommon with the Leader of the Opposition,
I would. like to congratulate the Premier on
again being elected to that position. After
facing the electors on the 12th March, the
verdiet of the ballot box showed that, in fhe
opinion of the electors, the time was not ripe
for the Labour Party to assumec control of
the Treasury benches. The voice of the
people also deereed that the Government were
to be made uwp of a conglomeration of par-
ties. In looking over the faces of those who
occupy the Treasury benches, I ecan sce no
one there T would prefer to Sir James Mit-
chell as Premier of the State. I, thercfore,
eompliment him on again being eleeted to
that position. Secondly I would like to eon-
gratulate the member for West Perth (Mrs.
Cowan) on being the first lady to be elected
to a Parliament in Australia, I do so -for
two reasons: in the first place, it was the
Labour Party who paved the way for the cn-
try of a lady into this Chamber. At all con-
ferences I have attended for years past our
platform has ineluded a plank advoeating
equal rights and full citizenship for women,
I am pleased to be connected with a party
who made it possible for a lady to be eleeted,
to this Parlinment. Secondly, I think that
the member for West Perth i3 a member of
this Chamber partly by reason of the vote of
the workers in her clectorate. Knowing that
we had no direct Labour representative stand-
ing for West Perth, T know that not many
workers were likely to vote for the late At-
torney General, and, that being so, they
would vote for the present member for West
Perth. T think she is on the wrong side of
the House., That T judge from her remarks
in the House and from econversations with
her. The reformms she aims at will not re-
ceive much sympathy fram members on her
gide of the House. I am not going to oecupy

. lege of attending Labour conferences.
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time in talking of the econstitution of the
various parties, but I shall briefly refer to
mattera econeerning the party to which I be-
long. T stand to support our platform. For
a number of years it has been my privilege
to assist in formulating a policy for the
magses, Other members on this side had the
same privilege before. coming to the House,
and since being here they have had the privi-
We
have heard something of outside domination.
Im a closely restricted sense, it is justified;.
Jjustified to this extent, that if I neglect to
do my duty by those who sent me here, I ex-
pect to be carpeted for it. Bo, too, with
other members of nnr pasty; if they tail to
support the party’s platformn in the Iouse,
they will De carpeted by their electors out-
side. Beyend that therc is no outside domi-
nation whatever. One or two members on
the Government side have endeavoured to be-
little the masses. If we on this side did not
raise our voices in protest we would not be
worthy of our position. The deputy Leader
of the Country Party told us what the leaders
of our party should do. TFle challenged them
to advise the workers to accept lower wages.
[ have been connected with the Labour move-
nment for many years, and I know that on
nine occasions out of ten the leaders do point
out to the rank and file what is best for them
to do. They give the unicnists the benefit of
their opinions., But it is the members of a
union, not the leaders, who have the right to
say what they will do. They say, ‘‘If the
employers will not meet us, we will take such
and sueh a stand.’” When the majority de-
cide to make a stand, it is only the appointed
leaders who are permitted to lead them.

Mr. Munsie: And they have to abide by
majority rule.

AMr. HEROXN: That is so. On many ocea-
sions atrikes have occurred against 'the ad-
viee of the leaders, and therenpon the leaders
have bowed to the deeision of the majority
and led the strike. Would a leader be worthy
of his name if he did otherwise¥ The deputy
Leader of the Country Party did not know
what he was talking about when he said the
leaders should advise the men, for T know
that they have been doing that for many
vears past. That brings me to the diffieultics
on the goldfields at the present time, TFor a
number of years we worked for less than a
fair wage. The men eked nut a living as
best they could, and when the condition of
affairs became intolerable they went to the
Chamber of Mines and asked for a confoer-
eunce, After lengthy negotiations the requast
was granted. At that econference the men
asked for 2 minimum of 13s. per day. But
the Employcrs’ Federation and the Chamber
of Mines would not grant any relief, They
furned us down and told us to go to the Arbi-
tration Court. Being law-abiding eitizens, the
men went to the Arbitration Court and, after
a long fight, seenred an increase in wages
and a laot of privileres which were not asgked
for at the conference. No one will say that
the miner ia not entitled to the best that is
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going. ‘I'here are only two resorts awaiting
the miner who stays long enough in a mine—
either the sanatorium at Wooroloo or the Old
dien’s Home at Clarcmont. The miner is en-
titled to the best award the Arbitration Uourt
can give him. No one in the community is
better entitled to an annual holiday tham is
the man who has to work below. What was
the attitude of those who had to pay the new
award? How many men have had the privi-
lege .of working under that award? From
Kalgoorlie to the back country, everybody
vho conld get out of paying under that awarl
has done so. The Lanceficld mine closed
down, and those men who were working there
were thrown out by a wave of the hand and
had to seek employment elsewhere, In wny
own distriet we had the unfortunate fire, 1nd
s1 the workers there have never come under
that award. By the last papers T had from
there T saw that the company does not intend
to rebuild, Why? To defeat the award, 1
do not think the decision rested with those in
control in Australia. I am sure the local
manager had neothing to do with if, and that
even those representing the company in Kal-
goorlie had nothing to do with it. Who, then,
said that the worker should unot have the
benefit of that award? None but the Jews
iz London decided that the mine should not be
rebuilt until the return of normal times. 1
diere say that under the Act they are entitle-d
to certain privileges but, seeing that the in-
surance company had to bear the brunt of
that fire, and remembering that it is a profit-
able mine, I say that the Jews in control
shouid be foreed to rebuild, so that the men
might have the benefit of the long-awaited
award. That brings me to the member f{or
Kalgoorlie (Mr. Boyland). I listened atten-
tively to his remarks the other night. I can-
not reeoncile the position he holds to-dauy with
that which he held two or three years ago.
To-day he sits here practically the direct re-
presentative of the Chamber of Mines,

Mr., Boyland: That is untrue; quite in-
eorreet. I sit here a free man, freer than
are you.

Mr. HERON: The lion. member is a Na-
tianalist, Wha voted for him§ Not the
workers. He may have had a percentage of
workers supporting him, but they did not
put him into the position he holds. His
thanks are due to these representing the em-
plorer class. Therefore I say I canvot recon-
cile his position with that which he-heid three
or four years agoe as leader of the workers.
The hon. member says he is a free man. In
the course of the next month or twe he will
have an oppeortunity to show whether he ia
free and whether he stands for the worker.

Mr. Boyland: ¥ shall show more freedom
than you.

Mr. HERON: The hon. member, being a
Nationaliat, thinks he will be able to get
everything he wants,

Mr. Boyland: You were a Nationalist,
were you not? Where are you to-day?

Mr, HERON: I can assure the hon. mem-
ber that his hopes will be ghattered in this
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House. I repeat that I have had very little
experience a8 a member of Parliament, but
what little T had in the closing days of last
segsion convinced me that we cannot expeet
too much from the members on the Govern-
ment side of the House, I was here when
the Mining Act Amendment Bill dealin
with tributing was going through its las
stages, The provisions of that Act, I might
mention, have never been given effect to.
The mine owners simply say, */ We have the
mines; you have the Bill, We are keeping -
the mines.”” When the measure waa going
through, we were discussing the only clause
likely to be of assistance to the tributer.
This clause provided that where the tribu-
ters had entered into an agreement for a
certain period, the agreement should be
made retrospective. A vote was taken and
the clause was declared carried on the
voices. A member of the Country Party,
who evidently had had no mining experi-
ence, called for o division, and although
the benches had been almost empty all
night, some members not having been in
the Chamber for five minutes, when the
bells were rung and the whip was cracked,
did members vote for the eclause which
would have assigted the workers? No, they
ranged themselves behind the Government
and defeated the elause. Although the
present member for Kalgoorlie says that he
represents the workers, he will find that his
bopes will be shattered. I repeat that the
hon. member is a representative of the
Chamber of Mines and that I ¢annot recon-
cile his present position with that of a few
years ago. A few years ago the hon. mem-
ber was stricken with miner’s phthisis, and
[ am honestly sorry for his bad state of
health to-day. When he was stricken with
that disease, who assisted him9 Was it the
men he is supporting to-day?

Mr. Boyland: No, nor the workers either.

Mr. HERON: Was it the workers whom
he deserted?

Mr. Boyland: They never assisted me.

Mre. HERON: 1 do not want to enter into
private mat{ers

Mr. Boyland: You can go into anything
you like concerning that, .

Mr. HERON: T know who assisted him
and who did not. This brings me fo another
member who was in the Labour Party: at
one time. Last session he was an Independ-
ent; this yenr he ranks ar a National
Labourite. I refer to the member for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood), I have not had
an cpportunity to visit the North-West

Mr, Latham: He has received his salva-
tion, you &es,

Mr. Corboy: His damnatidn.

Mr. HERON: The member for Pilbara
veferred to & man who was drunk while at
work., We have been reminded during this
debate on the Address-in-reply that people
who live in glass houses should not throw
stones, and I think this applies to the mem-
ber for Pilbara, He ia not in a position to




314

throw stoncs. I have not been long in this
House, but I have seen sufficient to satisfy
me that the hon. member should not throw
stones. Ile should have been the last one
to be guilty of this. The hon. member is
one to whom the workers gave an opportu-
nity tn hetter himself, He was opne whom
the workers sent here, and thus was eiven
an easier living than they emjoved. Yot
to-day he takes the opportunity to belittle
those workers who in the first place sent
Lhim here.
AMr. Boyland: Not a bit of it.

My, IERON: The interruptions of the
member for Kalgoorlie do not interest me.

Myr. Muopnsie: Anyhow, the member for Pil-
bara went a good way in that direction if
his speech in ' Hansard’? 1s to be believed,

Mr. HEROXN: Two or three yéars ago,
when the workers required a strong hand to
guide them, the member for Pilbara, had he
done his duty, would have remained with
them and given them the best adviee of which
he was capable. He would not have left
them and taken every opportunity to throw
muod at them and kick them. The workers
gave him his c¢hanes to rise and he should
have stuek to them. I suppose we should not
expeet too much from him, Perhaps we ean-
not expect anything better from him than the
remark he made the other night. Thé hon.
member even went so far as to say that if
it came to the worst he would support coloured
labour for the North-West. 1 suppose that
is all we ean expect from him. One day dur-
ing the period of the railway strike, I hap-
pened to be travelling to Fremantle when the
snbject of the strike was under diseussion.
The strike leaders, the disputes committee,
and thie member for SBouth Fremanmtle (M.
McCallum) were mentioned, and an ex-mem-
ber of this House remarked, ‘‘They ought to
be shot or deported.’’ The name of Mr,
Panton was coupled with that of the member
for South Fremantle, but I was in a position
to know that it was against the wish-of both
of these men that the strike occurred. I
know they did all in their power to avert a
strike. I know that they would have done
anything in their power to arrive at a settle-
ment. The men, however, had the right to say
whether they would strike or not, and by 2
good majority they decided to strike. The
member for South Fremantle was their paid
officinl, and when they decided to fight for
better conditions, it was his duty to fight
and do his best to obtain the conditions they

gought. That was all these leaders were doing.

They were doing what they were paid to do;
they were Qoing more thap some members of
this House do, namely, the work they were
paid for. -

Member: Speak for yourself.

Mr. HEROX: I have known occasions when
this Chamber has been almost deserted. This
is not a fair thing to the electors. If members
of this Fouse did their duty as well as the
strike leaders did their duty, the State would
be the better for it. The Labour movement
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is misunderstood. The member for South
Frewmantle could not have stopped the strike.
Had he failed to earry out orders, he would
have heen replaced by someonc who might
have been a bigger menace to the community.,
I have been returned to this House as a re-
presentative of o mining community, a re-
presentative of the out-back where I have
lived practically half my life, whert I Rave
engaged in the occupations of miner and
prospector and in business. Therefore, I
think T am in a position to speak with a fair
knowledge of what my district requires, We
have been informed that there is plenty of
work and no unemployment. As one who
knocks about and meets those who have to
scek employment, T kuow that this statement
is incorrect. In every centre of any import-
ance to-day, there are uncmployed. Even in
the ecity itself, there are hundreds of men
walking about, men who are prepared to work
but who eannot get work, A meeting of un-
employed was held and a deputation waited
on the Premier who told them to go and
clear lamd, A large number of the unem-
ployed eannot clear land. If members of
this House through some unforeseen circum-
stances were thrust on the Labour market,
they would not like to be told to go and clear
land. T am satisfied that they would not make
enough to keep themselves, much less a wife
and family.

Mr. Latham: T hope you are not referring
to the member for West Perth.

Mr. HERON: T think she would be well
able to keep herself. I ean speak with some
experience of the land, and T say that if I
were thrown ount of work and the only thing
hefore me was to go out clearing land, I
would think twice before accepting the work,
not that T would he wnprepared to work,
though my physical condition might lead mem-
bers to think differently. T have been aceus-
tomed to hard work all my life, but clearing
Jand is a different proposition from what
most men have been used to. It is not a fair
proposition to ask men with a family and a
heme in Perth to go to outback centres and
elear land. They would have to wait a ecer-
tain time Dbefore they received any payment
for their work,

The Premier: They get paid for what they
do.

Mr. HEROXN: T am sare the Premier would
not like té start clearing land,

The Premier: I would not mind at zll

Mr. TERON: They have to make enough
not only to keep themselves, bt to keep up
a2 home in Perth. Although the Premier says
there is plenty of work in. the couatry the
Government should do all in their power to
make available some other class of work in
which these wen could be employed. There
are numbers of tradesmen who have taken
many years to reach a certain standard in
their occupation, men in the Railway Service
and the Civil Service of the State, who are
not fit to go upon the land.
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The Premier: The ciwil servants are not
only fit, but they have gone on the land.

Hon, T. Walker: Some of them, not all-

Mr. HERON : Some of them.

The Prewier: Most of them.

Hon. T. Walker: There have been failures
and successes,

Mr. HERON: A strong and able man can
generally adapt himself to new surroundings.
There are many men who have been in the
Service for years and are not physically able
even to chop firewood. On the present cost
of living they could not make wages either
for themselves or their families.

The Premier: They can, and do make good
wages.

Mr. HERON: Scventy-five per cent. of
them could not do so.

Mr. Munsie: They don’t do it; that is the
proof of it

The Premier: T will bet you.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Premier ecan-
not bet here.

Mr. HERON: They cannot be expccted to
do it. They have never been used to hard
work, and it is not fair to ask them to start
now, It is the duty of the Government to do
what they ean to relieve the situation.

Mr, Latham: You do not think our race
has deteriorated to that extent?

Hon. T. Walker: It has, and yon are trying
to import other people to take their places.

Mr. HERON: T recently read an article in
the paper showing that practically half the
population of the State was living in and
around the city.

Mr. Mann: Two-thirds.

Mr. Munsie: In the metropolitan area, not
in Perth.

Mr. HERON: The Government do not en-
rourgge these people to live outside that area.
The man in the country is far more heavily
taxed than the man in the metropolitan arca.
If he goes to the fields he is faced with in-
creased Treight and fares, which are even
greater than for those who live in the eountry.
Every article he requires has to pass over the
railways either through the c¢ity or ofher parts
of the metropolitan area. The man who lives
in the agricultural districts is not so badly off
in this respect as the man who lives on the gold-
fields, beecause the former grows his own vege-
tables keeps his own cows and enjoys other
privileges which the goldfields man eannot
enjoy. LKven on present rates the taxation
upon the people of the fields is unjust. When
the Government send a civil servant to the
goldfields they pay him a special allowance
of 1s. 6d. per day in addition to his salary.
I would advocate that no one receiving un-
der £300 should be taxed at all. If a man
is only receiving £300 on the goldfields he
should alsc get that allowanece. That would
bring the salary of a goldfields man up to
£330 before he was subject to any tax.

The Premier: Let everyone off.

Mr. HERON: Tt would perhaps be fair to
expect people in the metropolitan area to live
on £6 a week. The great ery is that wages
are too high and are killing our industries.

Some time -ago a deputation waited on the
Premier with regard to the building of work-
ers’ homes. Although we have our own saw-
mills, our own brickyards, and manufacture
cement at reasomable rates, the Premier told
those who waited upon him that he could not
builil workers’ homes at' a price that would
enable the worker to pay interest on the
amount of his purchase. Where does the high
rate of wages come in?! If a man possesses
a horse he is obliged by law to provide hous-
ing accommodation for it. If this has to be
done in the ease of a horse it is surely reas-
onable that a human being should live in his
own house, It was suggested that to remedy
the position we should invite the workers to
accept lower wapes. -

The Premier: Who said that?

Mr. Mungie: The deputy Leader of the
Country Party, and yet he wants 9s. per
bushel for his wheat. - )

Mr. HERON: The deputy Leader of the
Country Party said we should do our best to
bring down wages, notwithstanding that the
workers cammot.even now afford to buy their
own homes. Have the workers’ wages gone
np first and caused this inereasa. in the cost
of living, or has the cost of living cansed the
workers to make an effort to cateh up to it?
The cost of living went up first and the work-
ers tried to go up too. Members of the Coun-
try Party and others now advocate that there
should be a reduetion in wames. We are told
that we should instruct the workers not to
fight. We were told that if we gave our
wives a vote we should not have ¥o many
strikes, Why shoulidl we 50 belittle the wives
of the ‘‘dinkum’’ workers? =

Hon. P. Collier: They have not any less
wisdom than their husbands.

Mr. HEROXN: It har been said that this
vote would save tlicm a great many-hardships.
Did anyone say that our soldiers shonld nnt
go to the front and fight? .Did not their
going cawse plenty of hardships and priva-
tions to their wives? There is suffering and
hardship to-day as a result of their going
to fight., We know we have to gao short when
& strike occurs, _ .

Mr, A. Thomson: Do you think a strike is
beneficial? : -

Mr. HERON: Our object is-to ensure that
some benefit will accrue to those who come
after. [ remember when wages were low in
the Eastern States and the conditions of life
were hard. What Rind ‘of a lepacy did the
parents have to leave their sons and daughters
in those days? All they left were debts, and
their children had to face those debts when
they came to start cut in life. I spent 20 years
of my lifc on the fields when conditions were
very hard, and I followed: many -avocations.
T was the secretary of a union and of a friendly
society and was also in a business where I
wis instructed by the boss to serve ne more
goods until people had paid their accounts.
Wageg were not high cnough to live on in
those days. The father of a family of six
or eight children had nothing to leave when
he died. He should have been getting a reas-
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onable wage, which would have enabled him
to leave enough for his children to make a
start on their own account., Later on when
the children of such parents began to think
of getting married they had nothing to start
with, and so the struggie went on. And vet
members opposite, who have plenty themselves
and do not know what it is to want, say we
should advocate a reduction in wages. We

would not be worthy of the name of men if -

we did so. If members opposite did their
duty they would advocate a reduction in the
cost of living. I heard the member for York
interject the other evening that we did not
live on braad.

Mr. Latham: I said bread did not cost you
a great deal even with the inerease.

_ Mr. HERON: I should be sorry to sec the
time come when the workers had to live on
bread alone. The price of wheat not only
affects the price of bread, but it affects the
bacon factories, the poultry farmers, the
dairymen, and countless other people. I have
here a letter from one of my electors, a man
over 70 years of age, who while living on a
pension is trying to eke out an existenee by
rearing poultry. He cannot make a success
of that because of the high price of wheat
for his poultry. Last night, or the night
before, the president of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association said, ‘‘I am going to
fight the Trades Hall if I stand alone;’’ and
he received applauge from all arovud the hall
for making that statement. I suppose the
member for Katanning, the deputy Leader of

the Country Party, was one of those who -

¢lapped; and still that hon. member tells us
that we should recommend the worker to ae-
cept a lower rate of wages. As regards taxa-
tion, the Minister for Mines and Railways
has intimated that the Govermment intend
to bring down a wmeasure which will relieve
the mining industry and the prospectors of
some portion of their burdens, A prospector
may be going out to-day without having had
a return for years. Such was my own ex-
perienee. Now, if I went prospeeting again
to-morrow and found anything that I could
sell, or from which T could obtain a fair ze-
turn during thoe 12 months, the Common-
wealth and State Governments would step in
to grab a large share of my earnings, If
a show is sold, the two Goveraments between
them take about 60 per cent. of the procecds
of sale. I am pleased that a Royal Commis-
sion was appointed by the Federal Govern-
ment to go into the gquestion of taxation. ¥
believa that the promised amendment of our
State law ia one effect of the inquiries of that
Federal Royal Commission. The Governor’s
Speech makea reference to good raina on the
goldficlds. Therc have been good rains, and
the present time is opportune for the Govern-
ment to do all they can towards assisting the
prospector to go out. There is now plenty
of water and also plenty of feed for the
horses the prospector must nse. The Govern-
ment should go & little out of their way to
asgist the prospector at this junctore, con-
gidering the low ebb of mining in this State.
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True, a few new shows have been opened up;
but there has been nothing in the nature of
a sensational discovery. Therefore the Gov-
ernment should help the mining industry
along. I take this opportunity to thank the
Minister for Mines for the assistance which
he has rendercd to my electorate since I have
been member for Leonora. However, it was
explieitly stated that this assistance was
being given only in view of special circum-
stances. My electors are grateful to the Min-
igter, On the first occasion he had to obtain
the sanction of his colieagues for what he
proposed to do; and I thank the Government
as a whole for their generosity in that con-
nection. The concession was a special one,
granted in view of a disastrous fire which had
oceurred in the. distriet. Let me uvrge the
Government to grant the prospector assist-
ance to a greater extent than £1 per week,
As the member for Murchison {Mr. Marshall)
said, the progpector is not usually a young
single man. Young men cannot, 2s 8 rule, be
induced to go out prospecting. Generzlly,
ithe capable prospector is a man of middle
age; and in nine cases out of ten he has a
family to look after, Therefore an allowance
of £1 per week is not reasonable,

The Minister for Mines: Previously he
got nothing at all.

Mr, HERON: Quite right; but that is no
rcason why the allowance should not be raised
now. With a view to getting tore genuine
prospectors out, men who will give of their
best, I would advocate an allowance of £2 per
week. The Government should also establish
local mining boards in centres of any econse-
quence.  These boards could advise the de-
partment from time to time of suitable men
prepared te go out prospecting. Under pre-
sent conditions mueh time is, unfortunately,
lost in making application and in waiting for
the department to reply; the correspondence
passes backwards and forwards for some con-
siderable time. Local mining boards, know-
ing something of prospecting and of mining,
wonld assist to prevent any undue delay.
Men thoroughly qualified to sit on sueh
boards ¢an be found at the various mining
centres. I am glad if steps are being taken
to establish such boards; I had not heard
previously that such was the case. The mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Boylaud) spoke of
using the rails between Kalgoorlie and Cool-
gardie to push along the construction of the
Esperance line, [ also hope that the Govern-
ment will adopt that expedient.

The Minister for Mines: They are 60-1b,
rails. .

Hon. T. Walker: They are not too good
for the Esperance line.

Mr. HERON: A question was recently
asked by the member for Kanowna (Hon.
T. Walker) regarding the rendering of Gov-
ernment assistance to men prepared to go on
the land in the Esperance district. A refer-
ence was made to the use of traction enginez
for the henefit of such settlers. The Pre-
mier stated that from advices he had received
he thought horses would be more suitable.
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But are the Government prepired to put
teams on for the purpose of assisting the
settleyrs? T have interviewed the Premier re-
peatedly in regard to this mutter. After the
first disaster at Gwalia, I was one of those
who waited on the Premier. The disastrouy
fire at Kalgoorlie caused a revival of the
Esperance lands project. I know of men in
my ciectorate who are prepared to spend a
few pounds in settling on the Egperanece lands
it the Government will asgist them by fur-
nishing plant to roll the land. Of course I
do not suggest that a plant should he fur-
nished to cach settler. The settlers could be
placed elose enough together for one plant to
scrve several of thewm. While one man was
burning off, another man could he rolling his
land; or scttlcrs could co-operate in the mat-
ter. In my opinion, some arrangement should
he made by the Government, so long as there
is no railway extending into that district, for
scttlers’ requirements heing  trunsported at
rcagonable rates.  Otherwise, settlers without
teams will not he able to obtain the poods
which they need. The Government, haviny
delayed the construction of the BEsperance
railway so long, should make it their bosi-
ness lo sce that men desirous of settling on
the Esperance lands get settled there quickly,
and have reazonable facilitirs for obtaining
their requirements. As to the Bills forecasted
in the Governor’s Speech, T shall not go
through them, more especially those which do
not affect my eleetorate, 1 am disappointed
to obrerve an omission from the list—namely,
a Bill for national insurance, The time is
ripe for the Govermment to initinte sueh a
system. 'That brings me back to the remarks
af the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Boylaud)
regarding the Mine-workers' Relief Fund.
That fund has done a wonderful amouont of
good. However, T apgree with the member
for Kalroorlie that the fund has largely out-
lived its usefulness. Owing to the decline in
mining the subseribers are not there, and
therefore the money 13 not available to meet
the liabilities which are being incurred. Some
hon. members will advoeate the abolition of
the fund, but T am nof prepared to do so
until such time as the Government have some-
thing to put in the place of the fund. Pos-
sibly a system of national insurance will meet
the ease: I am not positive on that point.
* The decline in mining has reached suweh a
pitch that the fund eanunot, in any case, con-
tinne much longer. 1 was disappointed to
hear the member for Kalgoorlie declare that
the seeretary to the fund was recciving too
-large & salary.

Mr. Boyland: I did not say that. What
I did say wag that the secretary’s salary
ghould not be increaged while the beneficiaries
were beino asted to live on 12s. 6d. a week.

Mr. HERON: Even on that statement I
am rather disappointed, for I know from ex:
perience that the sceretary is a very able
man. When a good servaunt gives of his
best, he should receive of the best. T am
qnite prerared to admit that the revenue
of the fund has very materially deereased.
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Jt has been found necessary to raisc contri-
butions. \While the revenune has decreased,
the work of the seerctary has inereased.
There were a very few mon who had to come
upon the fund at the start but the numbers
were inervased very largely, involving a great
deal more work., [ swould advocate a system
of Commonwealth inswrance, hut seeing that
we have so little voice where matters con-
neetedd  with  the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment  arve  concerned, the next bast would
be State insurance. I would make it
compulsory s0  that there wonld be no
neeessity  for  collectors  to  go  round
colleeting  the dnes; the employers should
deduct the money for insurance from the
wages of their employces. [f that were done,
it would relieve the Charities Department of

a lot of calls which are at present made ugen
|t There are many who do not make provi-
ston for the bad times abhead. Some do, and
they have to pay for those who do not. The
CGovernment shonld bring in a system of State
insurance and malke it compnlisory.

The Mlinister for Mines: Wounld it not be
preferable to get these men away {rom the
mines before the necessity for advances from
the fond arises?

Mr. HERON: I agree with the Minister
that it would he a pood thing if suech a
seheme could be brought about. When T was
18 T was onlv given till 30 to live. :

The Minister for Mines: Yon have spread

‘out a lot since then,

Mr. HERON: That is se. Tt is my good
fortune that ! oseaped the full effects of
miner’s complaint. T got out of the mines
and worked hard on the surface on the sands
and slimes. At any rate, the outside work
saved me from going to the Weoroloo Sana-
torium. At the same timce the suggestion
made by the Minister would only affect the
miners; it would not affect many others out-
side mining who Dbeeoie a charge upon
the Charitics Department. If imen are
not prepared to make provision for
themselves, the Government should be pre-
pared to foree them to do so. The Govern-
meunt should take into consideration the
question of the vost of living, We know
that a Commission was appointed to deal
with this problem, but it has not resulted
in the cost of living being kept down.

Mr. Angelo: It is falling every day.

Mr. HERON: In some directions, perhaps
it is, but T do not think the hon. memher
who has interjected win say other than
that we are puymg too much for meat at
the present time. -

Mr. Angelo: Quite so, but even that will
fiell,

. HERON: But in the meantime the
people are being robbed. The Government
should see that the consumers are pro-
tected. T was pleased to sce that accord-
ing to the Governor’s Speech, the Govern-
ment intend to introduce a Bill to deal
with hospitals. I hope the Bill will maks
provision for the hospitals throughout the
State, for that is a very necessary move.
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T know the difficulties we have to face in
the country to keep our hospitals going,
In my cleetorate we have a hospital second
to none in the State. It has been a matter
of great difficulty to keep the hospital
open; therefore, I hope this Bill will help
to relieve the position. Another Bill men-
tioned in the Governor’s Speech is the
Constitution Act Amendment Bill. I hope
that Bill will have the effect which I de-
gire. I trost that under that measure the
nunmber of members of Parliament will be
reduced. The Labour Party have for years
advocated that the Upper House should be
reduced, or done away with altogether. A
vonsiderable amount of time is wasted in
this House but there is more wasted in
another place.

Mr. Corboy: They do not waste it therg;
théy go away and waste the time. . .

Mr. HERON: The Minjster for Agricul-
ture referred last night to the necessity for
putting the land alongside the existing rail-
way lines into full use. T regret that no
Bill is being brought forward to deal with
this question, We have advocaved for
years past the imposition of a tax on unim-
proved land values. I think mewmbers gen-
eraliy agree that it is essentia) that such a
measure should be introduced. I am dis-
appointed that no Bill is to be brought for-
ward ‘by the Goveroment. I will not tonch
upon the other Bills mentioned in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech for we will have an opportu-
nity of disecussing them later on. 1 wounld
like to refer to the Railway Department,
however, for we know from the speeches
delivered in this Chamber that our railways
are not paying, and we alse know that a
number of trains have been cut out. Some
trains have been cut out in my clectorate
and no oune has objected to that. Economy
has to be practised and something has to
be done to rectify the finances of the State.
In bringing abont such a reduction in the
number of traing, however, consideration
should be given to the comfort of those
who have to travel over long distances. I
refer particularly to the goldfields express
which arrives in Perth on Sunday morning.
The last time I travelled by that train [
found that, during the concluding stages, it
had been couverted into a suburban train.
Leaving my electorate at 7 o’cloek omne
morning we expeet to reach Perth at about
9.30 next morning. Many people who travel
that long distance cannot afford sleepers, in
consequence of which they have a very un-
comfortable ride. The discomfort of the
ride is aceentuated during the last few
miles owing to the suburban traffie,

Mr. Mann: It only involves about seven
minutes extra.

Mr. IERON: You do not travel sceond
class; you travel first class in comfort.

Mr. Mann: That does not affect the time
taken.

Mr. HERON: Tt takes more than seven
minutes and as the hon. member travels first
¢lass he does not appreciate  what it

[COUNCIL.]

means to fhe poorer people. Just when
the long distance passengers nre busying

themselves straightening up  their Iug-
gage, preparatory to leaving at Perth,
they are interfered with by " the pas-

sengers from the suburban stations. In
addition, this alteration hangs up other
trains’cither in Perth or outside the central
railway station. I am living at Cannington
ot the present time and the alteration has
meant that our train is often hung up either
at the central station or at East Perth.
Some change should be made and the con-
venience of long distance passengers con-
sulted.

On motion by Hou. T, Walker, debate
adjourped.. i

House adjourned at 10.18 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor reeceived and
read notifying assent to the Supply Bill
(No. 1), £1,640,320.

QUESTION—RETRENCHMENT,
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEERS,

Hon, J. W, HICKEY asked the Minister for
Fidueation: 1, Is it the intention of the
Government to retrench a number of rail-
way and other Government employees and
officers? 2, 1f so, what is the approximate
number of employees and officers to be so
retrenched? 3. What is the approximate
duate of such retrenchment taking effect? 4,
Have the Government considered the qoes-
tion of finding productive employment for
men 8o retrenched?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, So far as departments in the Pub-
lic Service are concerned, every effort is



