To whom it may concern,
I am a resident of Ballajura and I am extremely concerned about the proposed Aged Care Facility to
be constructed on Paradise Quays. This development will be built on land adjoining Emu Swamp
Wetlands which is also part of the Gnangara Water Mound.
I believe the excavation of this land not only for foundation work but also for an underground carpark
will negatively impact the surrounding environment including the lake system in Ballajura.
The extreme depth of excavation for an underground carpark is enormous and I believe these needs to
be stopped from going ahead as soon as possible.
It is quite a contradiction that on one hand the City Of Swan has been working to rehabilitate the lake
system in Ballajura yet now they have allowed for future excavation and development to commence
in the near future, in my view causing irreparable damage to the lakes.
Have the members of the Council actually thought about where the workers will be pumping out
water that will inevitably be filling the excavation site? Pumping water out continuously while
earthworks, excavation and concrete foundations are worked on will lower the water level of the lake
system as these areas are all connected. The water table will definitely be affected.
There were two conditions put in place for any development at Paradise Quays Ballajura.
1. It was the Environmental Protection Authority's recommendation (2014 Report) to include an 80
metre buffer zone as a condition to any development on this site. The City Of Swan made this a
condition for any development on this site. (Yet, the plans for Aged Care have .not allowed for this
80m buffer zone. Why?)
2. Development on this land is to provide passive surveillance to the abutting Emu Swamp Wetlands.
In addition to this, as Emu Swamp Wetlands is an Aboriginal Heritage/Historical listed site, the
Aboriginal Community is to be consulted prior to any development taking place.
I believe these conditions outlined above have not yet been met.
City of Swan has passed on all its responsibilities onto the developer Southern Cross Care who, in
turn, have employed Element Planning/Consultants to carry out their public consultations.
I am deeply concerned at the way in which The City of Swan has handled the fast tracking approval of
the master plan submitted by Southern Cross Care. It was presented to Council on the 5th December,
2018 and approved at the 12th December, 2018 Council Meeting. Hardly enough time to study and
research any of the consequences that such a large scale development would have on our already
fragile Emu Lakes.

It was at this Council Meeting that the LAKES ESTATE ACTION GROUP voiced our concerns at
such a large scale development and presented a petition for Council to hold consultations with the
residents. I also asked questions about these issues.
Because of my deep concern for the environment I have obtained a report from the DEPARTMENT
OF WATER AND ENVJ.ROMENTAL REGULATION.
'Dewatering of Soils at Construction sites.
Purpose
The note advises on how to minimise harmful effects from soil dewatering on water resources and
dispose of excess groundwater.
Potential problems are •
•
•
•
•
•
•

Contamination of waters used for agricultural or domestic water supplie4s or recreation.
Excessive change to levels of nearby surface water bodies, harming their ecology and
vegetation.
Lowering of the standing water table in water supply bores.
Mobilisation of nutrient-rich water into surface water bodies, increasing nitrogen and
phosphorous loads that may lead to algae growth problems.
Reduction of dissolved oxygen in waterways.
Toxic metals and arsenic release due to the disturbance of acid sulphate soils.
Turbidity and sedimentation in smface waters.'

I believe that it is so crucial for these matters be addressed BEFORE any development commences
and NOT AFTER, as all precautions must be taken to prevent any more environmental damage
from occurring on our already fragile lakes system.
I also wish to share the concerns of many residents regarding potential irregularities of the Council
including lack of transparency and the potential failure of some on the board (current and previous)
to accurately declare a conflict of interest.
Thanking you for your time and consideration in this matter,

Viola Marrapodi
Concerned Lakes Estate resident.
And
Mike Hatzidakis

