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To the Hon Simon O'Brien MLC
Chairman
Standing Committee on
Environment and Public Affairs.

Dear Mr O'Brien,

Thank you for receiving Petition No53 – recycling and composting in WA.

I believe that the issue of waste management in WA is at a critical crossroads and therefore
deserving of an independent parliamentary inquiry.

Waste represents a fundamental sustainability issue reflecting our individual and societal
lifestyle choices. The decisions that government is making right now about how to manage
and address our waste management, including which technologies are supported, will
determine the future of our health, our economic and ecological sustainability in WA.

Successive WA governments have grappled with the ever increasing volumes of waste we
produce.

It is very disturbing to understand that WA compares badly to other Australian states in both
waste volumes generated and our recycling rates. WA generates the most waste per capita
and recycles the least.
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(source: DSEWPC - Waste generation and resource recovery in Australia Reporting period 2010/11, Final
report)

Despite much rhetoric from our Waste Authority about "creating the right environment" for
better waste management particularly recycling and composting, WA data shows that there
has been little improvement in our recycling and composting rates. This is very disappointing
given the increases in the waste management levy.

Hyder Consulting reported to the DSEWPC - Recycling Activity in Western Australia-2011-
12, estimated WA per capita waste generation at 2658kg. This is considerably worse than the
2006-2007 levels. Waste generation in WA is also noted to be significantly higher than the
national average, which was 2 140kg per capita in 2008-09.

The diversion rate in WA remains below that achieved in many other states, and below the
national recycling rate of 51%, most recently reported for the financial year 2008-09 in the
Waste and Recycling in Australia report (Nyder, 2011).

Furthermore, recent Waste Authority report — Recycling Activity in Western Australia
2012/13 by ASK waste management consulting services, shows that there has been little
improvement in recycling rates in WA since 2011 in their figure 1 -1 Total reported recycling
activity 2010/11, 2011/12 and 2012/13. (page 3)

This report also provides important comments by the recycling and composting sectors about
barriers to their successful operation in WA and the lack of support by the WA government
and relevant state policies.

Given WA's poor recycling and composting rates I believe there is an urgent need to
investigate the barriers to the improved operation of the composting and recycling sectors in
WA for the following reasons.



1. The WA government has clearly failed to improve our recycling and composting rates
comparable to other states. This is not in the best interests of WA citizens, industry or
our environment.

2. The WA government has an agenda to establish Waste to Energy incinerator
technologies in WA which will further undermine the recycling and composting
sectors into the future as evidenced in other countries around the world, as this
industry competes for the same waste resources. EPA report 1468 outlines the state
governments support for this technology with recommendations for approval yet
these recommendations are not even being adequately applied for the protection of
our health and environment.

3. Vast amounts of taxpayers money is being spent by regional councils in promoting
waste to energy incinerator technologies ahead of recycling and composting
technologies.

4. Waste to Energy incinerator technologies emit more carbon dioxide to the
atmosphere per unit of energy than both coal and gas, create Persistent Organic
Pollutants (POP's) such as Dioxin which are subject to the international Stockholm
Convention - a significant risk to the host communities in the east and south metro
regions and is a false solution to reducing climate change or producing renewable
energy. They are the most costly forms of energy production to establish and
maintain posing significant financial risks for local governments.

5. Other comparable jurisdictions around the world with similar isolation issues have
managed to create thriving composting and recycling industries. WA can no longer
hide behind this argument as an excuse for our poor recycling and composting
statistics.

6. Compared to waste to energy incineration composting and recycling provides better
environmental and sustainability outcomes, more jobs, less pollution, better use of
our finite waste resources, better for industry and innovation and supports our waste
hierarchy.

7. WA has experienced a number of adverse waste management events which have
resulted in environmental and public health harms requiring a close look at the
regulatory failures that contributed to these events. Have all the recommendations
made in Waste Control Chemical Fire parliamentary inquiry been implemented? Has
there been adequate regulatory oversight for the Brookdale liquid waste toxic site, or
the Biorganics composting contaminated site, or the radioactive class five wastes
being taken to RedHill, a landfill which is leaking into the John Forrest National Park?
Why do metal recycling facilities regularly catch fire?

8. The decisions that the WA state government make in relation to our waste
management including the impending Strategic Waste Infrastructure Plan, will decide
WA's waste management future for at least the next 30-50 years. It is imperative that
our government makes these decisions free from any undue influence brought by
vested and biased interests for the long term protection of our citizen's health,
environment, workers, climate protection and sustainability, industry and our future.

Around the world and particularly in Europe government leaders are working towards a
'circular economy' acknowledging that waste is an important part of achieving this goal
through the preservation of finite resources contained in our waste streams. For example
there is 24 times more energy saved by recycling a PET plastic water bottle than there is in
burning it for energy.

Therefore, I request that the committee undertakes this important and timely inquiry into the
availability, operations and effectiveness or otherwise of the recycling and composting
sector's and all impediments or barriers to their improved and successful operations in WA.
Western Australia deserves better waste management and the community are willing to be
part of a sustainable waste management future with the next generation already educated
and ready. if there is the political will to make it happen.

Yours sincerely,

Jane Bremmer


