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POSTPONED QUESTIONS 

                     

 

Notice Given   Wednesday, 4 May 2005 

1337. Hon Ray Halligan to the Minister for Education and Training (SO 138(d) response - 
June 22 2005) 

Notice Given   Tuesday, 8 November 2005 

2732. Hon Peter Collier to the Minister for Fisheries representing the Minister Assisting the Minister 
for Water Resources 

Notice Given   Thursday, 1 December 2005 

2980. Hon Peter Collier to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Justice (SO 138(d) 
response - April 11 2006) 

Notice Given   Tuesday, 14 March 2006 

3231. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure (SO 138(d) response - April 12 2006) 

3233. Hon Peter Collier to the Leader of the House representing the Premier (SO 138(d) response - 
April 12 2006) 

Notice Given   Wednesday, 15 March 2006 

3248. Hon Nigel Hallett to the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development 
(SO 138(d) response - April 13 2006) 
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Notice Given   Tuesday, 21 March 2006 

3357. Hon Giz Watson to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

Notice Given   Wednesday, 22 March 2006 

3361. Hon Murray Criddle to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

Notice Given   Thursday, 23 March 2006 

3364. Hon Murray Criddle to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

Notice Given   Tuesday, 4 April 2006 

3371. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

3372. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

3373. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

3376. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

3377. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

3378. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

3379. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

3380. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

3381. Hon Barbara Scott to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health 

3382. Hon Barbara Scott to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health 

3383. Hon Barbara Scott to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health 

3384. Hon Barbara Scott to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health 

3385. Hon Helen Morton to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health 

3387. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Forestry 

3388. Hon Helen Morton to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health 
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Notice Given   Tuesday, 11 April 2006 

3389. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

3390. Hon Margaret Rowe to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy 

3391. Hon Simon O’Brien to the Minister for Education and Training 

3392. Hon Giz Watson to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

3393. Hon Giz Watson to the Minister for Education and Training 

3394. Hon Giz Watson to the Minister for the Environment 

3395. Hon Giz Watson to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Resources and 
Assisting the Minister for State Development 

3397. Hon Nigel Hallett to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Water Resources 

Notice Given   Thursday, 13 April 2006 

3398. Hon Simon O’Brien to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

3399. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Forestry 

3400. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health 

3401. Hon Donna Faragher to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Attorney General 

3402. Hon Donna Faragher to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Attorney General 

3403. Hon Donna Faragher to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Attorney General 

3404. Hon Nigel Hallett to the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development 
representing the Minister for Community Safety 
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3405. Hon Donna Faragher to the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development 
representing the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

I refer to Cannabis Infringement Notices (CIN) and ask -  

(1) How many individuals have received a cannabis infringement notice since 23 March 2004? 

(2) Of those individuals referred to in (1), how many have received more than one infringement 
notice? 

(3) Of those individuals referred to in (1), how many -  

(a) elected to be prosecuted for the alleged offence in court? 

(b) paid the modified penalty for the offence within 28 days after the issuing of the 
notice? 

(c) completed a cannabis education session within 28 days after the issuing of the notice? 

(d) did not complete either (b) or (c) above within the prescribed period and did not elect 
to be prosecuted for the alleged offence in court? 

3406. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

I refer to both the Fimiston 1 and Fimiston 2 tailings dams owned by Barrick Gold and Newmont 
Mining, operated by Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines Pty Ltd (KCGM), and question on notice 
number 3222 of 1 December 2005 -  

(1) Can the Minister explain how the Department of Environment (DoE) ascertained ‘the large 
potential closure costs at the superpit’? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) Can the Minister explain why there is still no policy and framework in place relating to the 
power to impose financial assurances (which was added to the Environmental Protection Act 
in 2003)? 

(4) If no to (3), why not? 

(5) Can the Minister explain why the DoE does not consider that there is any urgency to impose a 
financial bond given that it has been identified from an internal KCGM document that the 
final closure cost for the superpit mine has been estimated at between 93 and 115 million 
dollars with a large amount of this post-closure cost (34.6 million dollars to 47.8 million 
dollars) being highly sensitive to the continued cost of dewatering around the tailings storage 
facilities? 

(6) If no to (5), why not? 
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(7) Can the Minister state what are the specific monetary figures for total closure costs for the 
superpit operations, with a specific breakdown of the amount for the continued cost of 
dewatering around the tailings storage facilities? 

(8) If no to (7), why not? 

(9) Will the Minister request that the DoE set and apply a financial assurance on KCGM’s 
operations so that taxpayers are not exposed to a sub-surface liability due to seepage generated 
by the company’s mining operations? 

(10) If no to (9), why not? 

3407. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

I refer to both the Fimiston 1 and Fimiston 2 tailings dams owned by Barrick Gold and Newmont 
Mining, operated by Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines Pty Ltd (KCGM), and question on notice 
number 2890 of 10 November 2005 -  

(1) Can the Minister quote the specific text of the licence conditions on the early licence which 
were focused on protecting fresh water resources including any fresh water dams which are 
fed by the major and minor drainage lines in the area? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) Can the Minister quote the specific text of the licence conditions on the most recent licence 
which relate to protecting from contamination fresh water resources including any fresh water 
dams which are fed by the major and minor drainage lines in the area?  

(4) If no to (3), why not? 

(5) Can the Minister present evidence to show that KCGM’s tailings dams are unlikely to impact 
on the fresh water resources including any fresh water dams fed by the major and minor 
drainage lines in the area? 

(6) If no to (5), why not? 

(7) Is it correct that the Fimiston 2 tailings dam was built in close proximity to a major fresh water 
drainage line? 

(8) If no to (7), then what specific water feature was it built close to? 

(9) Is it correct that the Fimiston 2 tailings dam was constructed over some fresh water drainage 
lines/channels which previously fed into the major fresh water drainage line which abuts the 
tailings dam near Bulong Road? 

(10) If no to (9), what specific water features were previously located in the dam’s current 
position? 

(11) Is it correct that the Fimiston 1 tailings dam was constructed over a fresh water drainage 
line/channel which previously fed into a major fresh water drainage line abutting the 
Fimiston 2 tailings dam near Bulong Road? 
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(12) If no to (11), what specific water features were previously located in the dam’s current 
position? 

(13) Can the Minister state precisely what does ‘providing groundwater levels are controlled’ 
mean? 

(14) If no to (13), why not? 

3408. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

I refer to the Fimiston 1, Fimiston 2 and Oroya tailings dams owned by Barrick Gold and Newmont 
Mining, operated by Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines Pty Ltd (KCGM), question on notice 
number 2890 of 10 November 2005, and a letter dated 24 February 2000 addressed to Dr Jim Bawden, 
Manager - Community, Safety and Environment titled ‘Fimiston Tailings dams’, signed by Andrew 
Mack for Fred Tromp, Director Pollution Prevention Division -  

(1) Does the Minister deny that seepage from the Fimiston 1, Fimiston 2 and Oroya tailings dams 
has in the period of 1993 up until 2005 caused the water table to rise, thus stressing and in 
some cases killing vegetation in the area between all of these tailings dams, this being a 
serious offence and pollution under the Environmental Protection Act 1986? 

(2) If yes to (1), on what specific basis and which specific facts are denied? 

(3) If no to (1), why has KCGM been allowed to cause pollution for such a long period of time 
without the DoE taking strong enforcement action to prevent ongoing and recurring pollution? 

(4) Is it correct that part of the abovementioned letter states ‘The DEP believes that to 
demonstrate that KCGM is capable of adequately managing groundwater levels in this region, 
the company must show that is it has decreased levels in all areas and that it is capable of 
maintaining a trend of further reductions towards the target of six metres below ground level’? 

(5) If yes to (4), can the Minister explain why the DoE has allowed KCGM in the 
period 1993 to 2005 to inadequately manage seepage, thus failing to keep groundwater levels 
at below six metres? 

(6) If no to (4), will the Minister quote the specific text from the letter? 

(7) Can the Minister state in which specific areas the groundwater levels ‘have increased 
substantially’ and by what specific amount in metres? 

(8) If no to (7), why not? 

(9) Can the Minister state the cause and reasons why the groundwater levels had increased 
substantially? 

(10) If no to (9), why not? 

(11) Can the Minister explain why the DoE advised KCGM in 2000 that it must show that it has 
decreased levels in all areas and that it is capable of maintaining a trend of further reductions 
towards the target of six metres below ground level? 

(12) If no to (11), why not? 
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(13) Can the Minister state why did KCGM in 2000 need to be able to demonstrate that it was  able 
to quickly react (by way of recovery mechanisms or other means) to monitoring data 
indicating marked decreases in groundwater depth? 

(14) If no to (13), why not? 

3409. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

I refer to the Fimiston 1 and Fimiston 2 tailings dams and Prospecting Licence 26/3126 located in 
close proximity to the Fimiston 1 tailings dam -  

(1) Can the Minister identify and state the historic groundwater level within P26/3126 prior to the 
Fimiston 1 and Fimiston 2 tailings dams being constructed? 

(2) If no to (1), why does the DoE not insist that KCGM determine historic groundwater levels in 
accordance with the Minister’s instructions to the Department? 

(3) Will the Minister request that KCGM clearly identify and produce a public plan showing what 
the historic groundwater levels were prior to the Fimiston 1 tailings dam being constructed in 
the area of Prospecting Licence 26/3126? 

(4) If no to (3), why not?  

(5) Will the Minister request that KCGM clearly identify and explain on a map how individual 
historic groundwater levels were determined on P26/3126 and all the surrounding areas so as 
any lay member of the public can simply look at the map and see very easily, without 
complications or lengthy interpretations, how the historic groundwater levels were 
determined, including the specific ground level contours for the entire area? 

(6) If no to (5), why not? 

3410. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

I refer to the Fimiston 1 and Fimiston 2 tailings dams operated by Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold 
Mines Pty Ltd (KCGM) owned by Newmont Mining and Barrick Gold -  

(1) Is it correct that the drill hole bore logs for all 15 of the new monitoring bores installed as part 
of the seepage and groundwater management plan have been provided to the Department of 
Environment? 

(2) If yes to (1), will the Minister table copies of all these drill hole bore logs? 

(3) If no to (2), why not? 

(4) Will the Minister table copies of all the drill hole bore logs relating to monitoring bores 
numbers 1 through to 22 constructed around the Fimiston 1 and Fimiston 2 tailings dams? 

(5) If no to (3), why not? 
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3411. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

I refer to a letter dated 7 April 2006 signed by Paul Rosair, Department of Environment (DoE), 
Director Regional Operations addressed to Mike Smith, General Manager, Loongana Lime Pty Ltd 
titled ‘Re Odour Events’ -  

(1) Can the Minister explain why the DoE is disappointed that Loongana continued to burn waste 
oil when the wind was blowing towards town in spite of being aware that there was a problem 
with the feedstock on 24 January 2006? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) Can the Minister explain why the DoE considers that Loongana should adopt a degree of 
caution and take appropriate measures? 

(4) If no to (3), why not? 

(5) Can the Minister state why the DoE recommended ‘that if there is poor feedstock diesel fuel 
should be used especially when the wind is blowing towards town’? 

(6) If no to (5), why not? 

(7) Can the Minister explain why the DoE continues to allow odour emissions to affect the 
welfare, amenity and health of residents without recommending or supporting the reimposition 
of the licence condition relating to the burning of waste oil when the winds are blowing 
towards town? 

(8) If no to (7), why not? 

(9) Will the Minister and DoE incorporate kiln freeboard temperature into the licence? 

(10) If no to (9), why not? 

(11) Can the Minister explain what is the purpose of incorporating kiln freeboard temperature into 
this licence? 

(12) If no to (11), why not? 

(13) Can the Minister state why complaints about unreasonable odours have been continuing for 
over six years? 

(14) If no to (13), why not? 

(15) Will the Minister reimpose the licence condition relating to burning of waste oil on 
Loongana’s licence to provide a level of protection to residents from any further unreasonable 
odour emissions from these premises? 

(16) If no to (15), why not? 
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3412. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

I refer to the media statement from the Department of Environment (DoE) dated 1 December 2005 and 
the recent decision of the Police Service to take evasive action against pollution problems in Yarloop -  

(1) Has the DoE received advice to confirm the quality assurance of the analytical process 
involved in the monitoring results announced on 1 December 2005? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the result of that advice and will the Minister please table a copy of the 
relevant advice? 

(4) If no to (3), why not? 

(5) Has the Air Quality Management Branch of the DoE now interpreted the results of the 
community monitoring? 

(6) If no to (5), why not? 

(7) If yes to (5), will the Minister please table the advice from the Air Quality Management 
Branch? 

(8) What was the interpretation of the community monitoring results by the Air Quality 
Management Branch of the DoE? 

(9) Has the DoE received any further results from community monitoring? 

(10) If yes to (9), what were the results of these additional community monitoring samples? 

(11) What is the formaldehyde concentration likely to cause irritation in humans to which the 
Department of Health (DoH) Principal Medical Consultant referred to in the media release 
of 1 December 2005? 

(12) What advice has the DoH provided since 2001 in relation to the levels of formaldehyde likely 
to cause irritation in humans and particularly vulnerable humans? 

(13) Can the Minister confirm that the DoH has previously proposed an ‘Interim Goal for the 
Protection of Vulnerable Individuals’ for formaldehyde of 10ug/m3 over three minutes? 

(14) Can the Minister confirm that the highest level of formaldehyde concentration detected in the 
community monitoring samples exceeded the ‘Interim Goal for the Protection of Vulnerable 
Individuals’ proposed by the DoH, notwithstanding differences in averaging time? 

(15) If no to (14), why not? 

(16) Can the Minister confirm that standards and guidelines for air quality are developed using 
health based research such as epidemiology studies that take into account specific health and 
environmental endpoints? 

(17) If no to (16), why not? 

(18) Can the Minister confirm that where no relevant Australian guidelines or standard has been 
derived there is an agreed approach between the DoE and the DoH to consider alternative 
guidelines or standards? 
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(19) If no to (18), why not? 

(20) Was the DoE consulted on the irritation level guideline referred to by the DoH Principal 
Medical Consultant in the DoE media statement of 1 December 2005? 

(21) If no to (20), why not? 

(22) Is the Minister aware of how or from where the DoH derived the irritation level guideline 
referred to in the DoE media release of 1 December 2005? 

(23) If no to (22), why not? 

(24) What is the Minister’s understanding of how the DoH derived the irritation level guideline 
referred to in the DoE media statement of 1 December 2005? 

3413. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health 

I refer to the media statement from the Department of Environment (DoE) dated 1 December 2005 and 
the recent decision of the Police Service to take evasive action against pollution problems in Yarloop -  

(1) Can the Minister confirm that the Department of Health (DoH) has previously proposed an 
‘Interim Goal for the Protection of Vulnerable Individuals’ for formaldehyde of 10ug/m3 over 
three minutes? 

(2) Can the Minister confirm that the highest level of formaldehyde concentration detected in the 
community monitoring samples exceeded the ‘Interim Goal for the Protection of Vulnerable 
Individuals’ proposed by the DoH, notwithstanding differences in averaging time? 

(3) How, or from what source did the DoH derive the irritation level guideline referred to in the 
DoE media release of 1 December 2005? 

(4) What is the irritation level guideline referred to in the 1 December 2005 media release from 
the DoE by the DoH Principal Medical Consultant? 

(5) Can the Minister confirm that the irritation level guideline referred to in the DoE media 
release was taken from a Health Risk Assessment prepared by Alcoa? 

(6) Is the Minister concerned that the DoH has abandoned a proposed ‘Interim Goal for the 
Protection of Vulnerable Individuals’ with respect to formaldehyde in favour of a much less 
stringent irritation level guideline devised by Alcoa? 

(7) If no to (6), why not? 

3414. Hon Simon O’Brien to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

(1) What is the plan for an upgrade of the Corrigin-Hyden Road and when is the work likely to 
start? 

(2) What is the nature of the proposed work and in particular to the 65 km ‘black spot’? 

(3) What is the funding allocation for this upgrade? 
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3415. Hon Simon O’Brien to the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development 
representing the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

How many road traffic crashes have occurred on the Corrigin-Hyden Road for the periods -  

(a) 2001-2002; 

(b) 2002-2003; 

(c) 2003-2004; 

(d) 2004-2005; and 

(e) 2005-2006? 

3416. Hon Paul Llewellyn to the Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for 
the Environment 

I refer to question without notice No. 839 of 11 September 2005, relating to vegetation deaths in the 
Tutunup Threatened Ecological Community next to Cable Sands (WA) Pty Ltd’s mine site and note 
that it is now more than twelve months since the Hon Chrissie Sharp first raised this issue -  

(1) Has the cause of the vegetation deaths in this critically endangered ecological community been 
determined? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) If yes to (1), will the Minister table the relevant documents? 

(4) Has the ‘appropriate documentation’ mentioned by the Minister in answering part (4) of 
Question No. 839 been completed and collated? 

(5) If no to (4), why not? 

(6) If yes to (4), when will the Minister table the said documentation? 

3417. Hon Giz Watson to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Attorney General 

Regarding the use of interpreter services for Australians of Aboriginal and Torres Straits Islander 
descent who are before the courts in criminal proceedings, I ask -  

(1) How many court staff are employed in Western Australia that deal with criminal matters? 
(Please provide details by court district) 

(2) How many of these court staff are of Aboriginal descent? (Please provide details by court 
district) 

(3) At what level are these people employed? (Please provide figures for each level) 

(4) How many court staff and court consultants interpret Aboriginal languages? 

(5) What languages do they interpret? 

(6) How many court staff and court consultants interpret Aboriginal English? 
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(7) What strategies does the Department have to recruit and train Aboriginal people as staff or 
interpreters in Western Australia courts? 

(8) In the past financial year, how many criminal court matters involved Aboriginal people? 
(Please provide statistics by court district) 

(9) How many criminal cases in the past financial year used interpreters for defendants of 
Aboriginal descent? 

(10) What percentage does this represent of all criminal cases where interpreters were used? 

(11) What process do judges observe to establish whether a defendant has the ability to fully 
understand proceedings in the English language and is able to fully express himself or herself 
in the English language? 

(12) When does a judge usually check the language ability of the defendants? 

(13) How many cases were adjourned due to the fact that the defendant has limited English skills? 

 

 

 

 

MIA BETJEMAN 
Clerk of the Legislative Council 
 


