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The Year in Review 

Architects Board of WA 

The Architects Board of WA administers the Architects Act 2004, the legislation that 

regulates architects in Western Australia. 

The Architects Board of WA provides a range of services to both architects and 

consumers.  It manages the registration process for architects and issues licenses to 

corporations.  As part of the registration process, the Board works nationally with the 

Australian Institute of Architects and the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia 

(AACA) to satisfy itself that architectural degrees of graduates are from approved 

courses of accredited schools of architecture, and this involves annual visits to schools 

of architecture for assessment and accreditation.  The Board also monitors the correct 

use of the word ‘architect’ (and associated words) and investigates any contraventions 

of the Act.  The Board has a role in disciplining architects if they have acted 

unprofessionally or breached the Act.  It also has a public education role that 

complements its consumer protection functions. 

 

Changes in Board Membership 

There were a number of changes in Board member ship over the year.  We welcomed 

four new appointed members  to the Board, Bob Gadsdon, Carolyn Marshall, Peter 

Mittonette and Paul Wellington.  One member retired from the Board, John McBain.  

The Board would like to thank John for his valuable contribution. 

 

Amendments to the Regulations 

Two amendments to the Architects Regulations 2005  came into effect on  

30 June 2009.  The amendments make a pro rata adjustment to the registration and 

licence fee to an annual amount, and the meaning of corporation has been extended to 

include Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander corporations so those corporations can 

now apply for a licence from the Board. 

 

Continuing Professional Development 

Whilst the Architects Act 2004 does not make continuing professional development 

(CPD) compulsory as a condition of registration or registration renewal, the Act 

requires the Board to be satisfied that an architect has attained or maintained an 

appropriate level of knowledge, skill and competence.  After extensive consultation, the 

Board has adopted a CPD Framework effective from 1 July 2009. 

The CPD Framework is based on a joint policy developed by the Architects 

Accreditation Council of Australia and the Australian Institute of Architects.  The Board 

is committed to making the types of qualifying activities as broad as possible in 

recognition that continuing education that develops knowledge, skill and competence 

can come from various sources and may be more or less relevant to different architects 

depending on their specific areas of activity and expertise. 
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Architects Board of WA Board Members 

The Board consists of 10 members; four members are appointed by the Minister as 

consumer representatives, two members are appointed by the Minister on the 

nomination of professional architectural bodies, and four members are elected by 

architects.  The Board meets once a month, excluding January.  In addition to monthly 

Board meetings, members also participate on sub-committees as required.  Board 

members are paid sitting fees as determined by the Department of Premier and 

Cabinet. 

Board members during the year are listed below. 

Simon Bodycoat is an elected Board member.  He has been a practising architect for 

17 years and is a Director of Rodrigues Bodycoat Architects.  Simon was elected to the 

Board in November 2005 and is a current corporate member of the Australian Institute 

of Architects. 

Bruce Callow is an architect member, elected to the Board in 2000 and has been 

Chair of the Board since February 2007.  Bruce represents the Board, as a Director of 

the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia.  He is a practising architect with over 

35 years experience, establishing his own practice in 1992.  He has also been a Local 

Government Councillor and a Board member of the Rottnest Island Authority.  

Bob Gadsdon is a consumer representative Board member.  Bob was the Director of 

Works and Building Services at the Department of Housing and Works.  Bob is an 

architect who previously worked as a design architect on hospitals for 38 years and 

was later Manager, Health, managing the procurement of health facilities throughout 

Western Australia for government.  Bob retired from full time work in 2007. 

Kate Hislop is an appointed architect Board member.  She has been a full time 

academic in architecture at the University of Western Australia since 1999.  She 

maintains a part-time practice as an architect.  Kate is an examiner for the Architectural 

Practice Examinations, a monitor for candidates undertaking the National Program of 

Assessment (NPrA) and has been a regular member of State Visiting Panels 

accrediting Curtin University’s School of Architecture. 

Sally Matthews was elected to the Board in 2007. She is a joint director of her own 

practice in Applecross which was established in 1999.  Prior to this she worked in 

various prominent national and local architectural firms.  She has over 13 years 

experience in architecture.  She is a member of the Australian Institute of Architects 

and an examiner for the Architectural Practice Examinations. 

John McBain was a community representative on the Board.  He is a gardener, 

community sustainability consultant, film maker, bush poet and environmental 

designer.  He is actively involved with state ALP policy committees, Community TV 

Perth, the Deaths in Custody Watch Committee, the Sir James Mitchell Park 

Management Committee, Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation, the 

Sustainable Nedlands Committee and the Sustainability Practitioners Association.  His 

main interests are increasing the practice of sustainable urban agriculture, helping 

achieve justice for Aboriginal Australians and assisting the long term sustainability of 

Australia through the integration of essential Aboriginal cultural values. 

Carolyn Marshall is a community representative on the Board. Carolyn is an architect 

and ran her own architectural practice between 1980 and 2000.  In 2003 she 
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completed a masters degree in heritage and building sustainability in Germany.  

Carolyn currently works for Building Management and Works in the Department of 

Treasury and Finance. 

Peter Mittonette represents the interests of consumers on the Board.  He is a 

Registered Builder and holds a Diploma in Building from Leederville TAFE.  Peter has 

worked in the housing industry since 1969, for several major project homebuilders in 

various construction management positions.  He has been a Housing Industry 

Association nominated builder member of the Building Disputes Tribunal since 1996, 

and is also a sessional member of the State Administrative Tribunal and member of the 

Electrical Licensing Board. 

Joanne Parnell represents the interests of consumers on the Board.  Joanne is an 

MBA (advanced) graduate from UWA, and has a background in strategic business 

planning and development.  She is currently working in the insurance field managing 

Western Australia for Guild Insurance Ltd.  Joanne was elected Deputy Chair of the 

Board in September 2007. 

John Taylor is an elected architect Board member.  He has been practising as an 

architect for 25 years and established his own practice in 1990.  John was elected to 

the Board in May 2008.  He is a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Architects. 

Paul Wellington is an appointed architect Board member.  He has been a practising 

architect for over 34 years and a solicitor for 7 years.  He is a Fellow of the Australian 

Institute of Architects. 

 

 

Board Meeting Attendances for Financial Year ended 30 June 2009 

 

Name Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Feb Mar Apr May Jun Total 

S Bodycoat √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 11/11 

B Callow √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 11/11 

B Gadsdon Ap √ √ √ √ √ √ LA LA √ √ 8/11 

K Hislop √ √ √ na √ √ √ √ √ √ Ap 9/10 

S Matthews Ap √ Ap √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 9/11 

C Marshall Ap √ Ap √ √ √ √ Ap √ √ √ 8/11 

J McBain √ √ √ na na na na na na na na 3/3 

P Mittonette na na na na Ap √ √ √ √ √ √ 6/7 

J Parnell Ap Ap √ na √ Ap √ Ap √ √ Ap 6/10 

J Taylor √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ Ap 10/11 

P Wellington √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 11/11 

Ap - apology  

LA – leave of absence 

na – not applicable 
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Architect Registration in Western Australia  

Natural Persons 

Uniform standards of education and experience have been adopted by all States and 

Territories in Australia for registration as an architect.  These are a five year Bachelor 

or Masters of Architecture degree from an Australian university (or approved 

equivalent), an approved period of practical experience, and successful completion of 

the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia’s Architectural Practice Examination. 

There are two divisions of the Register, division 1 for registered persons who are 

currently practising architecture, and division 2 for registered persons who are not 

currently practising architecture. 

On 1 July 2008, 1144 architects were on the register, of which 923 were practising 

architects and 221 were non-practising architects.  At the end of the year, there were 

1177 architects on the Register.  The following alterations were made to the Register. 

 

Details 

Division 1 

Practising 

Division 2 

Non-

practising 

Total 

Registered architects at 1 July 2008 923 221 1144 

Deletions due to resignation, removal for 

non-payment, deceased or not contactable 

14 12 26 

Movement between divisions 1 & 2 +     5 

-     7 

+     7 

-     5 

- 

New registrations and re-registrations 59 0 59 

Registered architects at 30 June 2009 966 211 1177 

Of the 1177 registered architects, 157 are female and 1020 are male.  The number of 

registered architects increased by 33 during the reporting period. 

 

Corporations 

Under the Architects Act 2004, the Board grants licences to corporations which confers 

on the licensee the right to practice architecture in Western Australia under the title of 

“architect”.  Licensed corporations are required to ensure all architectural work is done 

under the direct control and supervision of at least one registered person who is an 

officer or employee of the corporation. 

On 1 July 2008, 172 licensed corporations were on the Register.  The following 

alterations were made to the Register: 

 

Details Number 

Licensed corporations at 1 July 2008 172 

Ceased operations 4 

New licences 10 

Licensed corporations at 30 June 2009 178 
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The number of licensed corporations increased by 6 during the period 1 July 2008 to 

30 June 2009. 

 

Architects Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA) 

The Architects Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA) is recognised as the national 

organisation responsible for establishing, coordinating and advocating national 

standards for the registration of architects in Australia and for the recognition of 

Australian architects overseas by relevant Registration Authorities. 

AACA is constituted of nominees from each of the State and Territory Architects’ 

Registration Boards in Australia.  It is not a registration authority and can only make 

recommendations to the Boards.  The Chairman and Registrar are councillors of 

AACA. 

The Chairperson, Bruce Callow, and Registrar, Nicole Kerr, attended the annual 

meeting of the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia in 2008.  A copy of the 

minutes of the meeting is held by the Registrar, and is available for more information. 

 

Accredited Academic Qualifications 

In Western Australia, the schools of architecture at Curtin University of Technology and 

the University of Western Australia offer accredited courses for the purposes of 

registration.  These courses, along with all other accredited courses in Australia, 

receive annual visits from a joint Board and Australian Institute of Architects (AIA) 

panel (called the State Visiting Panel). 

Board members, Simon Bodycoat, Bruce Callow, Kate Hislop and Sally Matthews, 

participated in the 2008 State Visiting Panel Assessments for Curtin University of 

Technology and the University of Western Australia.  The Board accepted both State 

Visiting Panel reports. 

 

Assessment of Overseas Qualifications 

The Architects Accreditation Council of Australia has responsibility for the overall policy 

and administration of assessment of persons with overseas architectural qualifications 

who wish to obtain professional recognition in Australia.  After preliminary investigation 

of the qualifications of these applicants, they are referred to the appropriate State or 

Territory Board for a further interview by the Review of Academic Equivalence Panel. 

During the reporting period, 7 applicants with overseas qualifications were interviewed, 

and 5 were given equivalence status. 

The Board would like to thank Pat Pinder, Errol Tout and Simon Anderson who 

comprised the Review of Academic Equivalence Panel during the reporting period. 

 

Registration Without Formal Qualifications 

People that do not have a formal qualification in architecture, or their qualification has 

been assessed as not being equivalent to an accredited qualification, but have 

substantial skill and experience in the architectural profession, can undertake the 

National Program of Assessment which is centrally coordinated by AACA. 
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The Board participates in the National Program of Assessment at two levels.  Firstly, a 

Board nominee is a member of the three member assessment panel on a rotational 

basis with the other States and Territories.  Secondly, the Board coordinates the 

provision of local monitors for candidates in which they note the progress and 

authenticate the work of candidates. 

The Board would like to thank Sasha Ivanovich who is a current member of the 

assessment panel, and Kate Hislop and Pat Pinder who acted as monitors during the 

reporting period. 

There were 5 NPrA applications during 2008/09. 

 

Architectural Practice Examination 

The final qualification for registration in Western Australia is the successful completion 

of the Architectural Practice Examination, which is administered by the Architects 

Accreditation Council of Australia. 

Two series of examinations were conducted during the reporting year 

(October/November 2008 and April/May 2009).  A total of 52 candidates were admitted 

to the examination, of which 37 were successful. 

The Board uses the services of architects to serve as examiners for the Architectural 

Practice Examination.  The Board would like to thank the following architects who were 

examiners for the oral interviews, and in particular Rod Mollett who was the State 

Convenor.  Rod is also National Convenor of the Architectural Practice Examination. 

 

S Bodycoat L Gardiner P Rossen 

E Broderick K Hislop M Spight 

M Broderick J Hunziker J Taylor 

G Broom S Ivanovich P Tennant 

B Callow G Lawrence P Wellington 

A Casella S Matthews D Wood 

B Croudace S Pendal B Wright 

 

Complaints and Offences 

Complaints 

The Board received 1 new complaint in 2008/09 alleging misconduct by an architect.  

This complaint is still under consideration by the Board.  In addition, a complaint was 

carried over from the previous reporting period.  This complaint has been deferred until 

the resolution of other legal processes that are underway.  Once those processes are 

completed, the Board will consider the complaint. 
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Offences 

The use of the title ‘architect’ in Western Australia is restricted by the Architects Act 

2004, and may only be used by people that are registered with the Board.  If 

architectural services are provided by a corporation, then the entity must be licensed 

with the Board. 

During 2007/08, a total of 61 individuals or organisations were advised that they were 

in contravention of the Act by holding themselves out to be architects or offer 

architectural services.  Eight matters are on-going.   

The Board commenced its first prosecution of an offence under the Architects Act 2004  

in June 2009.  The matter has been listed for trial in November 2009. 

 

State Administrative Tribunal Decision 

During the reporting period, the State Administrative Tribunal (SAT) heard a matter 

concerning the Board’s refusal to register a natural person on the basis that the 

applicant had not successfully undertaken a Review of Academic Equivalence.  The 

SAT determined that the Board was not entitled to simply rely on the AACA’s Review of 

Academic Equivalence process.  As a result of this decision, the Board has introduced 

a new policy for assessing the equivalence of overseas qualifications and the 

achievement of a standard in the practice of architecture (regulation 12(a)(ii) and (iii)). 

 

Awards and Prizes 

Architects Board of WA Award 

The Architects Board of WA Award was established to recognise architects registered 

in Western Australia whose attitudes and personal contributions to the profession 

and/or community have enhanced public confidence in the standing of the profession, 

and/or promoted public awareness of the profession and the activities of the Board.  

There are many architects who, by individual effort and example, ensure that the 

profession has a respected voice in forming professional and community standards.  It 

is to those, whose true value may otherwise go unrecognised, that this honour is 

awarded to.  It is not intended that the Board Award should be made to recognise the 

successful career of an architect, building design or academic excellence.  It is 

awarded to recognise special endeavours outside of those which would be considered 

the normal business activities of an architect. 

The Architects Board of WA Award for 2008 was awarded to Ron Bodycoat in 

recognition of his contribution to heritage architecture and his public role interfacing 

with such organisations as the National Trust, Local Government, the Australian 

Institute of Architects, media, education bodies and numerous not for profit 

organisations. 
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Education Prizes 

The Board is also associated with a number of educational prizes each year.  The 

recipients of these prizes in 2008/09 were: 

Architects Travel Award 2008 ($2,500) 

Domenic Trimboli (UWA) 

 

Architectural Education Prize 2008 ($200) 

Jennifer Watson (UWA) 

 

Management and Operations 

The Board is administered by the Registrar, Assistant Registrar and Registrar’s 

Assistant.  Regular financial reporting to the Board, along with day to day monitoring 

and control processes ensure that an effective and responsible system of financial 

management is in place. 

Contact details for the Board are: 

Architects Board of WA 

33 Broadway 

NEDLANDS   WA   6009 

T: 08 9287 9920 

F: 08 9287 9926 

E: info@architectsboard.org.au 

W: www.architectsboard.org.au 

 

Process Improvement 

During 2008/09, a number of operational processes have been implemented in order to 

increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the Board.  These include: 

 Further refinement of the new registration database.  Registration, licence and 

renewal processing has been streamlined.  Development of a new examination 

module for the database has reduced the time spent on administering th e 

Architectural Practice Examination. 

 The Board’s website has undergone an extensive upgrade.  More information, 

including all Board application forms and information sheets, is now available to 

architects and consumers on the website.  In addition, an interactive ‘Search the 

Register’ has been introduced which allows consumers to search the Register. 

 Further development of the suite of information sheets for architects and 

consumers. 

 Review of the Board’s complaints procedures including the introduction of a 

complaints form and new Complaints Against Architects information sheet for 

consumers. 

 Improved governance through the continued implementation of Board policies.  

Four new policies were adopted by the Board during the reporting period; 

Protection of the Title ‘Architect’, Complaints Against Architects, Re-entering the 

Practising Division, and Occupational Health and Safety.  In addition, the 

following policies were amended during the reporting period, Professional 
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Indemnity Insurance, Division of Registration, Renewal of Registration Fees, 

and Board Award. 

 Ten new examiners were recruited for the Architectural Practice Examination. 

 

Future Plans 

The Board plans to progress the following items in the coming year: 

 Commence working on the review of the Architects Act 2004 which falls due in 

November 2010. 

 Improved governance through the on-going development and implementation of 

Board policies. 

 Ensure the Board complies with all necessary legal requirements e.g. 

occupational safety and health. 

 Improve communication with architects and consumers through better use of 

the Board’s website and direct electronic communication with architects. 

 Undertake a strategic planning process and development of a strategic plan for 

the Board. 

 

Disclosures and Legal Compliance 

Advertising 

In accordance with section 175ZE of the Electoral Act 1907 , the Board incurred the 

following expenditure in advertising, market research, polling, direct mail and media 

advertising: 

1. Total expenditure for 2008/09 was $5,607. 

2. All expenditure was incurred in the area of advertising with Sensis i.e. 

advertising the services of the Board in the metropolitan and country directories 

of the Yellow Pages. 

 

Compliance with Public Sector Standards and Ethical Codes 

The Office of the Public Sector Standards Commissioner requires the following 

information to be reported under section 31 of the Public Sector Management Act 

1994. 

1. Compliance issues that arose during the financial year 2008/09 regarding the 

public sector standards, the WA Code of Ethics and the Board’s Code of 

Conduct. 

 Nil 

2. Significant action taken to prevent non-compliance. 

 Distributed new Conduct Guide for Boards and Committees from the 

Office of Public Sector Standards Commiss ioner to all Board 

members (May 2009). 
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Record Keeping Plans 

During 2007 a review of the Board’s record keeping procedures was undertaken.  This 

resulted in the development of a new filing system, and the development and 

implementation of a retention and disposal schedule.  These new record keeping 

procedures continue to operate effectively and efficiently.  As a result of consultation 

with staff, research into best practice electronic file management systems is planned to 

occur in the next reporting period. 

All new Board staff are briefed individually about the record keeping procedures of the 

Board, and their record keeping roles and responsibilities, on commencement of their 

employment. 

 

Occupational Safety and Health 

The Architects Board of WA is committed to having a workplace that is free of work -

related injuries and diseases, and will assist injured workers return to work as soon as 

medically appropriate. 

The Board adopted a new occupational safety and health policy on 1 July 2008 and 

this has been communicated directly with all staff members by the Registrar.  

As the Board is a small organisation, any occupational safety and health issues are 

discussed with all staff members and resolved in an appropriate manner.  

The Board adopted an injury management policy on 3 June 2008, and has in place a 

documented injury management  system, including return to work programs, in 

accordance with the Workers’ Compensation and Injury Management Act 1981 .  This 

policy and documented procedures have been communicated directly with al l staff. 

The Board’s report of annual performance for 2008/09 is summarised below. 

 

Indicator Target Actual 

Number of fatalities 0 0 

Lost time injury/disease incidence rate 0 0 

Lost time injury severity rate 0 0 

Percentage of injured workers returned to work 

within 28 weeks 

 n/a 

Percentage of mangers trained in occupational 

safety, health and injury management responsibilities 

100 0 
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Audited Financial Statements 

2008-2009 

 












































