
The table below provides information in relation to applications for freezing orders 
(FO) on the basis of a person's suspected unexplained wealth (UW) and applications 
for UW declarations under the Criminal Property Confiscation Act 2000 in the years 
2001 to date together with the results of such applications. 

 

Year 
FO applied for on 

UW grounds FO Made 
Applications for 
UW declarations UW Declarations1 

UW matters resulting in 
confiscation1 

2001 3 3 9   8 

2002 4 4 6   5 

2003 1 1 2   2 

2004           

2005           

2006           

2007           

2008 7 4 7 1 6 

2009 2 2 3   3 

2010           

2011           

2012 1 1 1   1 

2013           

2014           

2015           

2016           

2017           

2018           

 TOTAL 18 15 28 1 25 
 
It should be noted that UW applications are usually resolved via negotiations without the need for a formal declaration of 
confiscation.  Accordingly an UW action may be successful (i.e. property confiscated or recovered by the State) even if there is no 
UW declaration. 
 
There has only been 1 UW matter which was totally unsuccessful.  That was in 2008.  
 
There were 2 matters that were unsuccessful in 2001 and 2002 but they were matters in which the person's partners were also 
targets and UW action against those partners was successful. 
 
3 applications for freezing order in 2008 did not result in a FO being issued for the following reasons:  

• 1 on the basis that the person provided an undertaking not to deal with the property in lieu of a FO. 
• 1 on the basis that the cash was already in Police custody and the Court considered a FO unnecessary. 
• 1 because the property was already frozen and the matter settled before a FO became necessary. 

Notwithstanding no FO being issued, all 3 matters resulted in property being confiscated or funds being recovered by the State. 
 


