
I have some information for the Honourable Donna Faragher MLC in relation to Question 
Without Notice 168, asked on 27 March 2018, which I undertook to provide: 

1. Yes. Following evidence provided to the Parliamentary Inquiry on 6 September 2017 by 
Peter McCafferty, Chief Executive, ChemCentre, I instructed the Department of 
Education to work with the Departments of Finance - Building Management and Works 
and Health to investigate. In addition to briefing notes below is a list of meetings and 
verbal updates received on this matter between Minister's office and Department of 
Education, between Departments and directly to schools. 

2. 

• 8 September 2017 

• 13 September 2017 

• 18 September 2017 

• 9 November 2017 

• 27 November 2017 

• 4 December 2017 

• 22 December 2017 

• 15 January 2018 

• 16 January 2018 

• 19 January 2018 

• 22 January 2018 

• 27 January 2018 

• 28 January 2018 

• 29 January 2018 

• 30 January 2018 

I table the attached information. 
Where individuals' names are mentioned in the Contentious Issues Briefing Note, rather 
than requesting the Member to put in a Freedom of Information application so privacy 
provisions and processes can be undertaken, I have redacted the name. The redactions in 
other documents provided are matters not related to water testing. 
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CONTENTIOUS ISSUE BRIEFiNG NOTE 

PORTFOLIO 
ISSUE 

EDUCATION 
WATER IN SCHOOLS 

SPEAKING POINTS 
® All plumbing fittings used in schools comply with the relevant Australian Standards. 
® The State acts in accordance with the relevant Australian Standards, which is required 

to achieve compliance. 
@ The Health Department has indicated that there has been reduction in lead levels in 

children over the past 20 years. 
® For newly constructed schools, an extensive flushing regime is undertaken as part of the 

commissioning process. For new schools opening in 2018, water testing will be 
undertaken. 

@ A flushing regime is also being introduced for all schools following the summer vacation. 

BACKGROUND 
@ The Chief Executive of ChemCentre has been reported at a parliamentary inquiry as 

saying the same brass fittings responsible for leaching lead into drinking water at the 
Perth Children's hospital were probably used in schools. 

® The State has been building schools for over 100 years. It is not possible to detail with 
certainty the types of fittings used in these schools across the years. 

II Similar brass fittings to those installed at Perth Children's Hospital are used extensively 
in schools and virtually all other buildings; however, all plumbing fittings must comply 
with the relevant Australian Standards and other legislative requirements. 

CURRENT SITUATION 
III The Australian Standards and the Department of Finance - Building Management and 

Works Primary and school design briefs require "all brass fittings to be dezincification 
resistant grade" where installed within potable water supply systems. 

III For the last four years, all fittings have been required by the Building Commission to be 
'Watermark' approved. 

III The vast majority of school contracts are "construct only" contracts. The State requires 
direct reporting from the hydraulic sub-consultant commissioned to undertake installation 
quality inspections throughout construction processes to ensure compliance with 
plumbing code requirements. 

@ The commissioning process of education facilities encompasses flushing mains water 
through the potable water supply systems and. undertaking potable water quality 
analysis, when required, at practical completion. 

II) Water-quality analysis, when done, is used to test for suspended solids, bacteria and 
any additional required, specified items. 

" School cleaners already undertake a comprehensive clean each school vacation and the 
Department will ensure that all drink fountains and wash hand basins are flushed during 
the process to ensure any residual water is cleared before school stUdents return. 

II This requirement is now included in the cleaner training, and will be posted on the 
Department's intranet and communicated to each school via an Ed-e-mail. 

Director Facilities Program Delivery Date: 25 October 2017 
Executive Director Infrastructure Tel: 



MEETING BETWEEN THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
AND THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 

Monday, 29 January 2018 

D18/0107259 

Agenda Discussion/Action Action Officer 

2. New Schools The Minister noted advice that new schools were ready 
and, before students returned, principals would be 
confirming water flushing/testing had been undertaken. 
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D18/0029329 

BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE MEETING BETWEEN THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 
AND TRAINING AND THE DIRECTOR GENERAL ON MONDAY, 29 JANUARY 2018 

NEW SCHOOLS 

ACTION REQUIRED 
That the Minister note this information. 

BACKGROUND 

CURRENT SITUATION 
of 

0} Water Testing 
Water sampling has been initiated in all new schools and will be completed by 
24 January 2018. Test results normally take five days to be provided. The Department 
has requested the testing program be accelerated for results to be available by close of 
business on Monday, 29 January 2018. The Department is currently waiting on an 
updated schedule. 

0} Flushing of Pipes 
Flushing of water pipes is to be undertaken within 72 hours of schools re-opening. 
All Principals have been requested to confirm that this has been completed by close 
of business on Monday, 29 January 2018. The Department will follow up on 
Tuesday morning with those schools where confirmation has not been provided. 
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MEETING BETWEEN THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
AND THE AIDIRECTOR GENERAL 

Monday, 15 January 2018 

018/0057413 

Agenda Discussion/Action Action Officer 

Other business 

3. Testing water in 
schools 

The Minister asked for confirmation she can announce 
with confidence that water testing in new schools and 
flushing in existing schools has been undertaken. 
Procedures have been developed for testing water in 
all new builds. A briefing will be provided to the 
Minister. 
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