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FOR DECISION 

BRIEFING NOTE 

ISSUE 

Ref 4-106254 

PROVISION OF CONFIDENTIAL REPORT TO THE MINISTER OF HEAL TH ON 
INDUCED ABORTIONS 

BACKGROUND 
• In 2014 the then Minister for Health requested a confidential report on Induced 

Abortions of 20 weeks or more gestation using information collected on the 
regulated Form 1 Notification of Abortion. 

• This confidential report has subsequently been provided for financial years of 
2014/15 and 2015/16. The report includes "Reason for Abortion text" which 
describes the medical condition of the foetus or that of the mother. 

• These conditions are often rare and potentially recognisable to individual 
circumstances. This information is sensitive and should the Report be made 
public, and in particular if details of specific cases are revealed or discussed, its 
content could be distressing to the families involved and their healthcare 
providers. 

• Aggregated information is publically available in the form of a Triennial Report on 
Induced Abortions, and through answers to parliamentary questions. 

CURRENT SITUATION 
• Multiple requests to the Minister of Health have been made to make this 

confidential report public. 
• The reports are considered confidential because they contain medical 

information, such as diagnosis of rare conditions, for individual patients. 
• The disclosure of such specific information increases the risk of identification of 

individuals. 

RECOMMENDATION/ACTION 
The Director General provides this Briefing Note to the Minister for Health so that the 
Minister can advise the Chief Health Officer of his preference in relation to the 
following options: 
• Option 1: Continue the Confidential Report of Induced Abortions in exactly the 

same format.as previously produced. 
• Option 2: Continue the Confidential Report of Induced Abortions excluding the 

"Reason for Abortion text". 
• Option 3: Discontinue the Confidential Report of Induced Abortions. 
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Sign off: 

Approved □ 

Not Approved □ 

Noted ;{ 

Comments: 

PUBLIC AND ABORIGINAL HEAL TH DIVISION 

Dr D J Russell-Weisz 
DIRECTOR GENERAL 

MINISTER FOR HEAL TH 
Date~ 
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