
Hon Bill Johnston MLA 
Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Energy; Industrial Relations 

 
Visit to Europe and USA 

Friday, 6 September to Sunday, 22 September 2019 
 
 
Overview and Purpose of Visit 
 
The Hon Bill Johnston visited Europe and the USA from 6 to 22 September 2019, with 
visits to Belgium, Germany, and the United Kingdom.  
 
The release of the Future Battery Industry Strategy on 31 January 2019 represented the 
Government’s vision to promote Western Australia’s world-leading, sustainable, value-
adding future battery industry, and provide local jobs, contribute to skills development, 
economic diversification and benefits to regional communities.  

An integral part of the Strategy is to market the State’s competitive advantages through 
investment attraction and promotion activities. Specifically, the Strategy commits the 
State to attracting key future battery investors and buyers to WA, and developing 
relationships with investors and manufacturers in global battery and electric vehicles 
supply chains. The mission was closely aligned with these actions, and is the 
responsibility of the Chair of the Future Battery Industry Ministerial Taskforce (Hon Bill 
Johnston MLA) to support the State’s future battery industry.   

The purpose of this mission was to assist in driving further downstream processing 
opportunities, including the potential to establish a cathode precursor facility in WA, which 
has the potential to firmly cement WA’s position as a competitor in the global battery value 
chain, and provide economic and jobs growth for the State.  

This mission also met the Minister’s obligations in his capacity as the Minister for Mines 
and Petroleum; Energy.  In Houston Minister Johnston presented the opportunities 
available in Western Australia for the supply of LNG to new global markets, and strongly 
advocated for Western Australia’s Petroleum, Engineering, Technology and Services 
sector. 

This mission involved significant engagement with key stakeholders in the US to reaffirm 
Western Australia’s trade relationships in mining, petroleum and LNG.  
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In Europe the Minister was accompanied by:  
 
1. Mr David Alexander, Principal Policy Advisor, Minister Johnston’s Office 
2. Mr Mike Deeks CSC, Agent General, WAGO, United Kingdom 
 
DFAT and Austrade representatives: 
 
1. Ms Carolyn Abela Rebiscoul, Investment Director, Austrade 
2. Alexander Cooke, Counsellor, DFAT 
3. Mr Pierre Gobler, First Secretary, DFAT 
4. Mr Andreas Siedel, Investment Manager, Austrade 
 
In the USA the Minister was accompanied by: 
 
1. Mr David Alexander, Principal Policy Advisor, Minister Johnston’s Office 
2. Mr Jeffrey Haworth, Executive Director, DMIRS 
 
Austrade representatives: 
 
1. Mr Pierre Dubois, Investment Director, Austrade 
2. Mr BJ Hampton, Investment Manager, Austrade 
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Friday – 6 September 2019 

Minister travel – Perth to London 

 

Saturday – 7 September 2019 (London) 

• Pre-briefing with Agent General Mike Deeks and Aberdeen briefing with JTSI DG 
Rebecca Brown 

 

Sunday – 8 September 2019 

Minister’s travel - London to Brussels 

 

Monday - 9 September 2019 (Brussels) 

Meeting with Australian Embassy  
Key Issues 

• Explained WA’s interest in investment attraction and partnership from markets 
outside the existing supply chains. 

• Provided WA’s priorities in battery sector, renewable energy technology 
applications as a services sector, precursor chemical processing, critical 
minerals. 

• WA’s ethical and environmentally sustainable regulatory framework as an 
advantage for European partnership. Included discussion on native title and 
ILUA’s necessary for mining lease grants. 

• Hydrogen Strategy was explained – high level of interest was shown. 
• Trilateral dialogue in November, Australia has been invited as an observer - 

needs to be someone high level to demonstrate level of interest of Australia as a 
potential partner. 

• The uptake of rooftop PV and the application of micro grids provides a good 
news story and constructive business case for Australia’s EU offices to present 
when discussing action on climate change, as does mining companies transition 
to renewable energy solutions. 
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Meeting with Bert Witkamp - CRM4EV 
Key Issues 

• Critical Raw Material – Supply Discussion 
o Nickel will persist as a supply issue, cobalt is likely to decrease in 

importance due to reductions in usage in cathode chemistry. 
o Nickel projections by many analysts is linear rather than exponential, EV 

uptake has shown 50% increase year on year and is unlikely to 
significantly slow. 

o Graphite demand could slow by 2025 due to solid state batteries, this may 
be an outlier as testing and implementation of solid state may have longer 
to prove stable and viable. 

o Global recycling won’t start in earnest until 2038 due to life of batteries 
being 10 to 15 years.  

o Current supply of EV’s with over 12 month waiting list for production is 
holding back industry growth. Many people waiting for new models and 
refusing to commit to current models as they will be outdated by delivery 
date. 

o By 2025 the oil price may need to be under $20 barrel for ICE automobiles 
to remain cost competitive with EV’s (would need to see better analysis 
before agree with this assumption). 

• CRM4EV would like to bring delegation to WA - focus on site visits (variety of 
commodities), transparency of supply, FBI-CRC and research cooperation, would 
require assistance and departmental help in creating program. 

• Need to demonstrate WA resources and capabilities in global context. 
 
 
Meeting with European Commission - Directorate General for Growth 
Key Issues 

• Critical minerals - availability, processing, financing/partnerships. 
• WA’s advantages - OHS, TO’s, environmental + sustainable system. 
• Western Australia is a logical partner to diversify supply chains and derisk 

procurement. 
• EU critical minerals strategy - acknowledgement that the EU needs to generate 

better value chain participation. 
o current gaps in value chain involvement which requires rectifying. 

• European Investment Bank (EIB) could be an avenue of involvement in third 
party value chains for EU investment. 
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o EIB will respond to new energy policy, may shift to raw materials and 
processing. 

• 2050 climate neutrality policy (Green Deal). 
• Rare Earths - availability of raw materials is fine, processing and access to 

processed material is the issue. 
 
 
Meeting with European Battery Alliance 
Key Issues 

• Presented WA’s business case for EU involvement in WA Battery sector. 
• All parties identified need for market diversification. 
• Sustainable and ethical production raised (validates the focus placed in WA FBI 

Strategy). 
• There exists a disconnect between project owners and investors/financiers. 

o financiers lack understanding of rapid change in market and necessity of a 
different investment model. 

• Discussed FBI-CRC - relatively high interest shown. 
• Certification for WA battery materials gained considerable interest and was 

warmly received. 
• Carbon zero production in mining was raised. A lack of understanding on the 

current realities of remote mining was shown, however examples were provided 
of companies moving towards this goal. 

 
 
Meeting with Umicore 
Key Issues 

• Presented business case for Umicore involvement in the processing of battery 
material in WA, particularly in the precursor chemical and cathode active material 
sectors. 

• Umicore are focused on sustainable supply. 
o auditing of upstream suppliers, OECD + EU standards, Published Audit 

results. 
• Cobalt supply is a key focus and ensuring ethical supply - although still sourcing 

major quantities from Congo. 
• Artisanal miners cause major issues. Discussion around WA’s regulation of this 

sector was welcomed. 
• Recycling is an area of business growth into the future for Umicore. 
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• Working on fuel cells. 
• Umicore precursor chemical plant would be logical in WA, and Umicore would 

make a logical partner but would have to operate outside of EU. 
 

Minister’s travel – Brussels to Antwerp 

 

Monday - 9 September 2019 (Antwerp) 

Meeting with Rio Tinto Diamonds 

Key Issues 
• Tour of Sorting and Valuation Facility. 
• Argyle production in final year of production and RTD want to capitalise on the 

Argyle legacy to extract maximum value from the final production. 
• Rio Tinto looking for creative options to market argyle diamonds for final 

production. 
• Would like to be connected to JTSI Tourism to create innovative ideas for 

marketing that could also benefit Western Australia. 
 

Minister’s travel - Antwerp to Brussels to Munich 

 

Tuesday - 10 September 2019 (Munich) 

Meeting with ThyssenKrupp 

Key Issues 
• Challenging market conditions, need automotive industry to rebound. 
• TK have multiple raw material off takes - only Northern Minerals is an exclusive 

agreement. 
• The Agreement with Northern Minerals was customer lead, with TK wanting 

ethical and sustainable supply. 
• Auto manufacturers want sustainable ethical supply but want it to be done by 

suppliers not lead by them, also not inclined to pay for it. 
• TK recognise the importance of a multi-dimensional supply chain. 
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• TK have a desire to sell mining mobile crushing technology in Australia, could 
lower the carbon footprint for miners. 

• Potential for TK to be involved in the Resources Technology Showcase in the 
future. 

 

Meeting with Siemens 

Key Issues 
• Supply Chain Criteria - Competitive pricing, supply security, planning 

reliability/Price Risk, Compliance + Sustainability. 
• Code of Conduct applies to all suppliers 

o WA companies are well placed to supply + partner with Siemens. 
• Murrin Murrin - potentially next cobalt refinery. 
• REE - more difficult to conduct audits 

o concerns with a single supplier system and need diversity of supply. 
• Identified pinch points for REE are separation, processing and magnet 

production.  
• Accessing dysprosium will continue to be an issue, less so light REE. 
• Siemens are uninclined to get involved in mines. The Japanese partnership 

model is not currently within their business planning framework. 
• Minister put the WA case forward for greater involvement in the upstream and 

processing of required materials. 
• Batteries still a distance away from profitability, currently 200euro and needs to 

be 100 euro 
 

Meeting with Sonnen Batteries 

Key Issues 
• Major competitor in Australia is Tesla. 
• Australian market for home batteries is slower than expected. 
• Subsidies are not needed, only seen to be good initially. 
• WA requirements are claimed to be too restrictive for application of household 

batteries 
o Australian requirements are draft - see them as a draft. 
o The requirement to implement fire suppression for batteries that do not 

burn is too restrictive and makes adoption overly challenging. 
• Sonnen preference is for a VPP system which could also stabilise the grid. 
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• Shell may be seen to lead the potential for grid level storage in the future through 
Sonnen. 

 

Meeting with MEAG 

Key Issues 
• Have agricultural assets in WA - Crop Australia, some around Geraldton, forestry 

assets in South-West. 
• Interest in long term renewable assets to invest in, including potential off grid 

renewables. 
• Barriers to investment 

o Currency - how big the Australian business is, how big the debt would be. 
o Portfolio composition - equities, regional issues, demand of opportunity. 

• Australia ticks all the boxes as an attractive investment destination. MEAG are 
very receptive to investment opportunities in WA. 

 

Meeting with BMW Automotive 

Key Issues 
• Tour of automobile production facilities. 
• BMW representatives visited WA last year - Murrin Murrin, Greenbushes. 
• Audit and oversight of tier 1 suppliers is required - this becomes very challenging 

beyond tier 1. 
• Risk assessment of raw materials  

o direct procurement of at risk materials - cobalt, lithium, platinum. 
o Assessment of Murrin Murrin WA site had very high standards, the 

environmental rehab was praised. Presents Western Australian standards 
very positively. 

• BMW want REE free EV’s and drivetrains. 
• BMW don’t want to manufacture cells but do want to have significant oversight of 

cells and value chain. 
• BMW recognise the benefits of a multi supplier system for battery materials. 
• BMW asked if WA needed to commence an initiative to attract precursor or 

cathode manufacturers to WA? Possibly through a tour or delegation, this is a 
concept for further investigation.  

• High level of understanding of the need for robust ethical supply chain. 
• Interest in lowering carbon footprint in mining through minesite renewables. 
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• BMW very interested in WA initiative to create certification for WA battery 
materials 

o would lower the required oversight of supply chain - cheaper and more 
effective. 

o Lower reputational risk for companies/buyers. 
 

Minister’s travel – Munich to Stuttgart 

 

Wednesday 11 September 2019 (Stuttgart) 

F-cell Hydrogen Conference 

• Presentations from Morry Markovitch and Honda Kazuyoshi 

o Refuelling stations and regulatory environment will be the major issues. 
o There is potential for forklifts to be converted to hydrogen fuel cells from 

existing fuels. 
o Honda Kazuyoshi gave an overview of the Tokyo Gas Hydrogen initiative 

and the Japanese Hydrogen Strategy. 
• Minister Johnston presented on Western Australia’s Renewable Hydrogen 

Strategy and the projects and opportunities in WA. 
• Minister Johnston’s presentation was well received with comments indicating the 

relative advanced position of WA’s hydrogen industry. 
 

Meeting with BWi and e-Mobil bw  

Key Issues 
• BWi is the Baden Wurttemburg State Agency for International Economic and 

Scientific Cooperation. 
• E-mobil is the Baden Wurttemburg State Agency for New Mobility Solutions and 

Automotive. 
• Represents and is in close contact with the Baden Württemberg automotive 

industry. 
• BWi has as a priority to ensure the future of the auto industry and manufacturing 

industry in Baden Württemberg region - majority of the German auto and parts 
manufacturing. 
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• Minister Johnston advocated for a EU driven business led investment profile for 
the battery value chain. 

• E-Mobil bw has three main focuses - traffic issues, car production and parts 
supplier industry, influencing environmental outcomes through parts. 

• Have conducted a Raw Materials Study 
o rated by supply risks and possible shortages. 
o Nickel, Cobalt, Lithium, Rare Earth Elements, Copper and Platinum are 

seen as the key materials. 
o Want to create connections between processing capabilities and raw 

material supply. 
 BWi and e-Mobil have deep relationships across government and 

industry and and influence policy. 
 There was a general acknowledgement of the necessity to invest in 

other jurisdictions as all of the processing won’t happen in 
Germany, and that Australia makes sense as a partner. 

• Uncertainty exists regarding the quantity of cells that should be produced in 
Germany to supply German industries. 

o There would need to be government direction to manufacture cells and 
create jobs. 

• About a quarter of all cars in Germany are expected to be EV’s by 2030. 
•  H2 future vision. 

o automotive outlook before 2040 is likely to be lower than many advocates 
outlook. 

o 2050 is a realistic timeline with progressive investment. 
• Electrical net/grid. 

o looking at front of meter batteries. 
• Brown hydrogen is seen as a negative in the EU and Germany specifically. 

 

Minister’s Travel – Stuttgart to Frankfurt 
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Wednesday - 11 September 2019 (Frankfurt) 

Meeting with Daimler 

Key Issues 
• Daimler’s Ambition 2039 Strategy 

o CO2 and Sustainable Business Strategy. 
o Carbon neutral car fleet by 2039. 
o 50% EV + plugin manufacture by 2030. 
o Carbon Neutral production in EU 2022, other manufacturing centres 

progressively by 2039. 
 Transparency on carbon footprint will be essential for whole of 

supply chain, including miners and raw material suppliers. 
 CO2 will be an award criteria for suppliers. 
 Daimler will be seeking to work together with policy makers and 

energy suppliers. 
o Cost is a key driver and can’t be underestimated. 
o There is a desire to solve the carbon and climate issues through 

technology. 
• Minister Johnston gave the WA presentation and business case which was well 

understood by the Daimler representatives. 
• Discussion on the ethical and sustainable requirements and the reputational risks 

of the supply chain. 
• Recognition that the transition to EV’s and low carbon technology needs to be 

done. 
• Materials at highest risk and the source of risk 

o Lithium (Chile) 
o Cobalt (DRC) 
o Nickel (China, Canada) 
o Manganese (China) 
o Graphite (China) 
o There wasn’t a real appreciation of the capabilities in all of these 

commodities within WA, which was rectified through discussion. 
• There was broad agreement of the need to have a multi supplier system within 

the battery value chain, which would bring greater transparency to pricing. 
• The proposal for WA certification was very warmly received and was viewed as 

an initiative that would bring great benefits to both Australian and EU proponents. 
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• Daimler are quite sophisticated in the development of their battery and critical 
material procurement model and recognise the need to influence their supply 
chain to provide security. 

 

Dinner with KfW-IPEX Bank 

Key Issues 
• Discussed the battery materials and critical minerals sector and supply chain. 
• Acknowledgement of the benefits for German industry of policy lead investments 

into the supply of required material for the battery, defence, automotive sectors. 
• Awareness that securing supply of materials and chemicals necessary for 

German manufacturing requires a multi supplier system. 
• Discussed the investments in WA from kfw-IPEX 

o Kalium Lakes 
o Hastings Technology Metals 
o Kibaran 
o Etc 
o Also discussed their interest in other commodities and investment sectors 

in WA 
• High interest in expanding the portfolio in WA. 
• Will be looking to better service WA through the SE Asian Office, providing more 

personnel. 
• WA ticks all the boxes as an investment destination for Germany, particularly for 

the increasing environmental and ethical standards that are likely to be 
introduced. 
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Thursday 12 September 2019 (Frankfurt) 

Meeting with VDMA 

Key Issues 
• Organisation is the main industry body for the mechanical engineering industry in 

Germany. 
• Over 90% of German firms are members. 
• 97% of German METS production are exported. 
• Industry supported advocacy and research body - including mining engineering 

sector. 
• Priorities- Safe machines, education and securing talent, Innovation. 

o many of these priorities are shared by the WA industry. 
• Raw material procurement for METS and engineering sector was discussed. 

Western Australia seen as highly favourable supply jurisdiction. 
• Discussion of conferences in Germany and Australia that could benefit SME’s 

from both jurisdictions. 
• German manufacturers and SME’s retained staff through the previous downturn 

in anticipation of the next upswing. 
o this differed from many WA mining companies and suppliers. 

• There is a drive for standardisation, particularly with new jurisdictions trying to 
enter the market. 

• Mining and Industry 4.0 is a key issue and opportunity - path to digitalisation. 
• Topics to deal with - supply chain management, procurement and security of 

supply, engineering and research into alternate materials for high risk 
commodities. 

• E-mobility - 2023 cost comparison will still not be equal with internal combustion 
engines. 

• Again was raised the social influence for EV uptake and raw material 
procurement (recurrent theme from EU discussions). 

• The FBI-CRC was explained and advocated for, potential for cooperation. 
• Minister Johnston advocated for German company involvement in the upcoming 

Resources Technology Showcase, also for Australasian Oil and Gas. 
• 12,200 people employed in the German METS sector. 
• VDMA are in discussions with Austmine for further cooperation. 
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Lunch with Steinbild Lithium Markets Consulting 

Key Issues 
• Discussion focused on the analysis of the lithium and battery minerals markets. 
• Mr Steinbild holds the position that the lithium price will not significantly rebound 

from current prices and will place pressure on producers globally. 
• Battery manufacturers are looking to reduce cobalt in new technology due to 

price and ESG requirements, Nickel is seen to have a strong future. 
 

Meeting with Schott  

Key Issues 
• High quality glass manufacturer for a broad range of industries. 
• Currently sourcing 16000 tonnes per annum of spodumene, mainly from 

Greenbushes (this balances the heat expansion for cooktops). 
• Require technical grade lithium with no iron content - global demand is 

approximately 10000 t/pa. 
• Want supply of high purity quartz silica sands, and want to know of WA projects 

in this space. 
• require supply of high quality zircon - supply too small for Iluka, had discussions 

with Sheffield Resources. Would like introductions to potential suppliers. 
• Variability in zircon quality production is posing significant supply side risks, 

greater assurance is necessary. 
• Discussed REE and the Northern Minerals, Hastings Technology Metals and 

Lynas Projects. 
• Discussed potential projects that could supply high purity quartz sands, and 

opportunities for WA companies. 
 

Minister’s travel – Frankfurt to London 
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Friday 13 September 2019 (London) 

Meeting with CRU Consulting 

Key Issues 
• Discussion regarding the economic drivers of the mineral industry and battery 

value chain. 
• CRU acknowledged the need for greater levels of analysis of the precursor 

section of the value chain, including the drivers for decision making. 
• Reinforced that demand is being affected by sustainability issues, particularly in 

cobalt. 
• Main three Lithium restrictions 

o increased supply. 
o Processing construction delays. 
o External influences on markets. 

• High end Iron Ore exports at risk due to increased scrap utilisation in the future 
(10-15 years). 

• Battery chemicals is increasingly becoming a key sector, and a greater number 
of suppliers would assist in market transparency and price discovery. 

o this would also assist in investor decision making due to greater 
understanding of the market. 

• NiSO4 is likely to continue to be sold at a premium due to increased demand and 
limited supply of guaranteed qualities. 

• Cobalt metal is a commodity to keep an eye on in the short to medium term. 
 

Meeting with Acting Australian High Commissioner 

Key Issues 
• Discussion outlining Western Australia’s priorities in the battery and critical 

minerals sector. 
• Ambition to obtain further downstream chemical processing of battery materials 

in WA. 
• Partnership and collaboration are sought in preference for pure FDI in the 

downstream processing of battery and critical minerals. 
• Rare Earths and the increased importance they are playing for technology 

manufacturers, including Western Australia’s resources in this sector. 
• WA’s METS capabilities were discussed and the opportunities for collaboration 

with UK and European industry. 
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• Minister Johnston outlined the opportunities in the service sector for micro grid 
technology and provision to emerging economies. 

• Energy opportunities were also outlined as discussion points for the 
Commonwealth to advocate for Western Australian industry. 

 

Interview with Henry Sanderson - Financial Times 

Key Issues 
• Interview regarding Western Australia’s goals and opportunities in the battery 

and critical minerals sector. 
• Discussion included rare earths and the impact of the trade war between the 

USA and China. 
• Rio Tinto’s Winu Project was raised, and that the copper almost completes the 

complement of minerals available from Western Australia. 
• The Exploration Incentive Scheme was discussed as one way the McGowan 

Government supports industry, and the Gruyere Project by Gold Roads and Gold 
Fields was identified as an example. 

• The co-investment examples between China and Australian companies were 
also discussed as positive examples of cross jurisdictional cooperation. 

• Discussion included renewable hydrogen strategy and future potential of 
hydrogen as a fuel. 

• Potential of FMG Iron Bridge raised, and the future of magnetite. 
 

Meeting with WAGO Staff  

Key Issues 
• General discussion with WAGO staff outlining the priorities for the battery 

industry strategy and critical minerals potential. 
• Energy portfolio opportunities discussed including the micro grid initiative in WA 

and the service sector generated from the solar PV penetration. 
• WA wine exhibition promoting the WA wine industry in the UK. 
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Meeting with Energy Industries Council 

Key Issues 
• Supports UK companies in the Oil and Gas value chain to find opportunities 

across the globe 
• Host events and conferences to amplify the opportunities and collaboration 

potential of UK companies in the whole petroleum supply chain 
• Are running the UK pavilion at AOG 
• Putting on the Energy Exports Conference and advocated for a WA presence at 

conference 
• Discussed the potential for conferences to be hosted by EIC in Perth 

 

Meeting with Department for International Trade 

Key Issues 
• DIT are trying to support and attract investment into the UK METS sector and 

mining industry. 
o interested in tungsten, lithium, REE. 

• Lithium opportunities in Cornwall. 
• Potential opportunity for cooperation between WA Government and UK 

government on mining tenement management. 
• Presented the Battery and Critical minerals case that would be beneficial for UK 

auto manufacturers and renewable energy industry. 
• Refining, processing and precursor business case clearly articulated and focused 

on Europe’s challenges. 
• Potential for a UK delegation to visit WA to gain a better understanding of the 

battery and critical minerals value chain. 
o UK investigating investment vehicles that could be established to secure 

supply of strategic commodities. 
• Discussed the FBI-CRC and the potential for involvement in research. 

 

Saturday 14 September 2019 

Minister’s travel – London to New York 
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Sunday 15 September - New York 

Lunch with Northern Minerals and Investors 

Key Issues 
• Meeting to discuss the Browns Range project and the REE strategic importance 

with industry experts and investors. 

• Minister Johnston presented the McGowan Government’s goals for the Future 
Battery Industry and rare earths. 

• There is a strong economic and business case for further processing to be 
conducted in WA. 

• Mr Bauk gave a presentation on the Browns Range project and its progress and 
challenges. 

• Northern Minerals meeting with US Government representatives in Washington 
that week to elevate the awareness of Northern Minerals as a supplier of rare 
earths. 

• Security of supply for the US and Europe will require investment from those 
jurisdictions. 

 

Informal meeting with Austrade Trade Commissioner 
Key Issues 

• Focus of mission to the USA. 
• Battery Industry business case for WA. 
• Austrade cooperation for battery sector and critical minerals, also the energy 

sector and emerging hydrogen industry. 
 

 

Monday 16 September - New York 

Meeting with Natural Resource Governance Institute 

Key Issues 
• NRGI role and capacity building in emerging nations and regions. 
• WA current capacity building cooperation initiatives with COMESA, Republic of 

Argentina and Geoscience Directorate of China. 
• Explanation of the efficiency of WA’s royalty system. 
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• WA’s mine closure planning, mine rehabilitation fund system are world leading. 
• Discussed opportunities for collaboration between WA and NRGI to provide 

capacity building and regulatory framework programs in emerging countries. 
• WA companies are regarded as operating with high standards in external 

jurisdictions. 
• WA can be a resource partner for NRGI in-country work. 
• NRGI expressed interest in receiving the funding business case that was 

provided to COMESA at Mining Indaba in 2018. 
• WASM and UWA mining schools were advocated - NRGI internally focused. 

 

Meeting with Key Square Capital Management 

Key Issues 
• $5 Billion fund focused across all commodities. 
• WA commodity overview 

o Iron ore 
o LNG 
o Gold 
o Nickel 
o Battery Materials and REE - looking to go further downstream 

• Investors very aware of Environmental Sustainability Goals (ESG’s) which further 
reinforced the discussions in Europe. 

• Exploration Incentive Scheme discussed as one of the ways the WA government 
supports the mining sector. 

• Native Title and Traditional Owner relations regarded positively as an investment 
parameter. 

• REE discussion and the benefits and challenges facing those projects. 
 

Meeting with Glen View Capital Management 

Key Issues 
• Lithium is a focus of Glenview. 
• Discussion regarding the benefits of a multi supplier system. 
• Outlined the ways the WA government can support investment into the lithium 

and battery material sector. 
• The timeline for project approvals was seen as a positive and favourable for WA 

and projects seeking investment in WA 
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o reinforced that WA has one of the fastest and most secure approvals 
processes globally. 

• Business case for down streaming in WA and the necessity for securing supply 
outside of existing supply chains. 

• Cost differential of WA with other jurisdictions - regarded as 15-20% higher rather 
than larger differentials mentioned. 

o WA engineering and project management regarded as world’s best and 
keeps output quality high and cost comparative. 

• Advocated for research potential in WA - FBI-CRC. 
• Onshore and offshore gas opportunities. 
• Co-investment through CEFC viewed positively. 
• 3 1/2 year investment horizon is a challenge for strategically important 

commodities. 
 

Lunch with Verulum 

Key Issues 
• Interest in MacArthur Minerals iron ore project. 
• Has interest in lithium projects in WA. 
• Sees positive opportunities in WA for a broad range of commodities and as a 

stable and secure investment destination. 
• Sees positive outlook for iron ore in mid-west if access to infrastructure can be 

obtained. 
 

Meeting with Traxys 

Key Issues 
• Created a Battery Fund 2 years ago and are interested in investments in the 

whole value chain. 
• 65 materials worth $8 billion in investments . 
• Base metals, concentrates, industrials minerals and chemicals. 
• Minister Johnston outlined the WA investment case for the battery materials and 

critical minerals value chain. 
o potential for CEFC co-investment in the battery value chain. 
o Jurisdictional costs addressed and Traxys confirmed that cost impacts are 

negligible over life of projects. 
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• REE discussion and necessity to have as much processing in source jurisdiction 
as possible 

o Traxys very interested in WA projects and all projects discussed. 
• WA support for projects outlined - industrial land, project facilitation, 

infrastructure, energy supply. 
• Precursor chemical opportunities - ideal for partnership. 
• ESG’s are a significant priority for investment criteria. 
• WA certification initiative regarded very favourably and a positive for investment. 

 

Meeting with Goldman Sachs 

Key Issues 
• Iron ore - continued sustained demand for next 10 years. 

o Belt and Road Initiative anticipated to sustain demand. 
o Fundamentals across globe underlie sustained levels. 

• Electric Vehicles 
o this is a fundamental change for the demand profile for associated 

materials. 
o NickelWest NiSO4 project viewed very favourably. 

• Technological change in mining  
o favourably changes the value proposition for investment into Australia. 
o WA’s adoption of innovation and technology allows the sector to minimise 

changes in the price cycle. 
• Battery materials sector investment rationale discussed and agreed. 
• WA certification initiative viewed as a good idea. 
• Necessity for price transparency in the battery materials sector. 
• Goldman Sachs will be updating their EV and battery materials analysis, 

changed considerably since 2016 when last produced. 
 

Meeting with Luminus Management 

Key Issues 
• $3 billion fund focused on Energy and Mining. 
• Explained WA’s mineral and petroleum resources and diversity of commodity 

base. 
• Iron ore 
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o verification sought regarding quality and quantity of WA reserves and 
production. 

o BHP, Rio Tinto, FMG all demonstrating sustained long term investment 
decisions. 

o Discussion of potential future currently unrealised projects. 
o MRL BOSS system - ability to access currently stranded assets. 

• Port access and misperceptions of port constraints. 
• LNG - Scarborough, Browse, Equus etc. 
• Labour availability and cost discussion – better availability and lower costs than 

in previous upcycle. 
• Positive sentiment for nickel. 
• Positive reception to precursor pitch. 

 

Informal Dinner with Austrade 

 

Tuesday 17 September - New York 

Meeting with AMCI Group 

Key Issues 
• Predominantly interested in mining investments. 
• Pegged manganese tenements in West Pilbara. 
• Has interest in the API Iron Ore project. 
• WA regarded as a place you can get projects done and also as a safe , stable 

jurisdiction for investment. 
• Has an interest in the infrastructure side of the mining industry. 
• Minister Johnston outlined that the WA Government tries to support job creating 

projects and encouraged further discussion with JTSI and the Premier’s Office 
due to State Development interest. 

• Touched on Cockatoo Island 
o Minister outlined that the discussion can only involve publicly accessible 

information. 
o Currently has a receiver manager. 
o If project was to revert to the state it would go through an open and 

transparent tender process. 
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Lunch with Sprott Resources Management 

Key Issues 
• WA resources and diversity of mineral commodity base discussed. 
• Interest shown across a broad range of commodities. 
• WA regulatory environment a positive for investment into the state. 
• ESG’s increasingly important to obtain investment. 
• Has interest in lithium but it currently presents a challenging investment 

proposition, sees outlook difficult short term but more robust in the longer term. 
 

Minister’s travel – New York to Houston 

 

Wednesday 18 September 2019 (Houston) 

Breakfast with Canadian Government LNG Panel 
Key Issues 

• Similarities between Canada and Western Australia in LNG industry development 
• Social licence, importance of relations with First Nations peoples, and attracting 

investment to new jurisdictions are all issues shared with Western Australia. 
• Western Australia is more advanced in the development of its LNG industry 

however Canada is making significant efforts to advance its development. 
 
Meeting with Frank Fannon - USA Assistant Secretary of Energy Resources 
Key Issues 

• Discussed critical minerals and rare earths and Minister Johnston’s visit to 
Europe. 

• A/S Fannon outlined the upcoming US Critical Minerals Report. 
o President Trump’s executive order regarding critical minerals. 
o The focus will be on obtaining domestic supply and where that is not 

possible supply from open market jurisdictions. 
o A/S Fannon discussed the concerns regarding the current global supply 

chain and its limitations. 
o “Renewable and green energy requires a large shovel at the front end”. 

• Neither the US or WA are yet seeing movement from end user companies to 
secure supply and invest in the facilities required for their own economic future. 
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• The USA will be presenting the Energy Resource Governance Initiative to 
increase the governance standards of critical minerals and battery materials 
production globally and create a level playing field based on environmental and 
sustainable standards. 

o Secretary Pompeo will be making an announcement at the UN General 
Assembly. 

o Australia will be a key participant and A/S Fannon acknowledged that 
Western Australia will be the key Australian jurisdiction. 
 A/S Fannon wanted WA to be further involved. 

• Ethical and sustainable mining and production are virtues for end producers 
(auto manufacturers, technology & communications companies etc). 

o there is a reluctance to pay the necessary premium that comes with ESG 
standards. 

• Corporations will continue to have pressure applied by consumers due to climate 
and sustainability concerns. 

o Governments need to set the bar for what acceptable standards will be. 
• Discussed the Lynas partnership with Blue Line for rare earth processing in the 

USA. 
• Discussed the Northern Minerals Browns Range Project. 
• Discussed the battery materials value chain and the benefits of further 

processing in a multi-supplier system. 
• The USA-Australia Strategic Energy Dialogue will be held in Australia next year 

and will further the potential for cooperation. 
 
Meeting with Emerson Automation Systems 
Key Issues 

• Business focused on automation in the LNG, petrochemical and mining sectors. 
• Is looking at increasing the corporate footprint in WA. 
• Sees the mining business is currently in two areas: 

o Existing sites are sustaining their operations. 
o Smaller projects are optimising operations. 

• Emerson are a consumer of rare earths and critical minerals predominantly for 
alloys, have concerns about future supply considering the increased domestic 
demand from China. 

• Mike Train raised the perception that there was opposition to mining in Australia. 
o outlined that this was East Coast focused and there is a broad 

understanding of the importance of mining and petroleum sectors in WA. 
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• Emerson can meter carbon once this demand increases in line with Paris Accord 
and anticipated increased European requirements. 

• Seeing increased demand in mining automation and mining 4.0. 
o safety and environmental sustainability seen to be the key drivers. 

• Emerson conduct R+D in-house however also acquire smaller niche tech 
companies. 

o could provide an opportunity for WA’s METS and PETS start-ups if the 
Emerson executives are in WA to connect them. 

• Australia seen very favourably as a place for doing business. 
 
 
Meeting with Woodside 
Key Issues 

• Recent signing of Kogas MOU for green hydrogen. 
• Scarborough and Browse contracting is going well and project approvals are on 

foot.  
• Scarborough - tolling is the only real issue and that is a commercial rather than 

an engineering or approvals issue. 
• Browse - discussions are progressing and Woodside believe they have met other 

parties concerns. 
o ready to go to FEED. 

• Seeing cost pressures on subsea equipment and compressors, requirement to 
lock in contracts to avoid scheduling pressures. 

o increased global activity requires that contracts are locked in before final 
investment decisions are made. 

• DOMGAS - NWS State Agreement Act is in the process of being amended. 
• Browse - currently a few sticking points. 

o JV partners understand the 15% DOMGAS reservation requirement. 
• Minister Johnston reinforced the importance of the Browse project for Western 

Australia. 
• Scarborough - Committed on Scarborough and will be ready to provide the 15% 

DOMGAS. 
• Third parties are increasingly wanting access to Woodside infrastructure. 

o no available capacity at Pluto due to planned production. 
• Environmental approvals: 

o WA state government approvals are going well. 
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• Minister Johnston mentioned the COAG Resources meeting in Perth later in 
2019 could provide an opportunity for raising issues regarding approvals and 
jurisdictional intersections. 

• Meg O’Neill - 150 FTE of maintenance staff are being recruited to live in 
Karratha. 

• Bechtel - labour agreement is now in place for the life of the project. 
• The outlook for Indian LNG demand is positive yet may not come on as quickly 

as some analysts anticipate. 
 
 
Meeting with Kaefer Integrated Services 
Key Issues 

• Discussions regarding Kaefer operations in Western Australia 
• Opportunities for growth in Australia and internationally 
• Demand for products in current markets is quite strong. 

 
Visited booths of Western Australian Companies at Gastech 2019  

• Sealumet 
• Inpex 

 
 
 
Speech and Plenary Session – “The role of gas in providing lower cost, lower 
carbon energy, to growth economies” 
Key Issues 

• Minister Johnston presented to the Gastech 2019 conference and participated in 
the plenary session with David James, Government of Alberta; H.E. Carlos 
Perez, Republic of Equador; H.E. Albero Reyes, Dominican Rebublic. 

• Western Australia is an established LNG exporter that can supply gas to new 
emerging markets. 

• Gas is a market setter for electricity and works very well with renewables. 
• Western Australia’s DOMGAS policy works well to supply domestic industry and 

the domestic market works well with the export market. 
• Minister Johnston advocated for Western Australia’s 900 PETS companies and 

their ability to assist new markets and established projects. 
 
 



Hon Bill Johnston MLA 
Visit to Europe and USA  
Friday 6 September – Sunday 22 September 
 

 

27 
 

Meeting with Chevron 
Key Issues 

• Discussion on Chevron’s DOMGAS obligations - 300tj/day Gorgon, 150Tj/day 
Wheatstone. 

• The attraction of further heavy industry to Western Australia is a priority for WA 
Government, and will underpin continued DOMGAS demand. 

• There is a string partnership between Chevron and the WA Government. 
• Overview of LNG business outside of WA. 

o Positive. 
o The Gorgon challenges are being ironed out. 
o Wheatstone is running well. 

• CO2 injection is now in place and performing well. 
• The flexibility afforded by Chevron’s WA portfolio and assets is significantly 

important for the Chevron business model and customers. 
• Minister Johnston addressed the NWS JV and Browse JV intersection and 

negotiations issues. 
• General discussion on the projected demand for DOMGAS and industry 

attraction to WA. 
o there is a general lack of awareness of the short to medium term supply 

outlook. 
o WA Government focused on Browse to provide certainty regardless of 

contracting arrangements. 
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Thursday 19 September 2019 (Houston) 

Meeting with BHP Petroleum - BHP Offices Houston 

Key Issues 
• The Saudi Incident on 14 September unnerved the market and presents 

concerning signs for the future. 
• BHP-P have divested their shale assets. 
• WA Government environmental statement discussed. 
• Scarborough decision - may not be confident in making the decision within the 

terms of the retention lease. 
o all based on commercial terms rather than any engineering issues. 
o Need to lock in contracts to capture the window of opportunity. 

• Browse - NWS Assets: 
o WA Government would like to see a commercial outcome from the JV 

partners, and soon. 
o The domestic trains are the priority for the WA Government and ensuring 

the supply for domestic industry and consumption. 
o The NWS assets could effectively become Australia’s first mid-stream 

play. 
 discussed future potential asset management options. 

• BHP reinforced that they also rely on the DOMGAS policy for their other mining 
assets and are a significant consumer of gas. 

• Macedon Plant - would like to be better utilised, it is a well-run and managed 
asset. 

• Plug and abandon work will become increasingly important as wells deplete. 
o  Minister Johnston outlined the possibility of implementing a MRF style 

system. 
• BHP will be locating a full decommissioning team in Perth. 
• Explained that the Commonwealth Domestic obligation system will not affect WA 

or the assets in WA. 
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Meeting with DMG Events  

Key Issues 
• Discussion regarding holding Gastech in Perth, and possibly other DMG events. 
• NERA had a booth last year, would be good for a presence at Gastech 2020 in 

Singapore. 
• DMG requested broader WA participation for Gastech 2020. 

o Put DMG in touch with the LNG Taskforce at JTSI. 
• 2024 would be the earliest opportunity for Gastech to be held in Perth. 

o Ideally would require 20,000m2 exhibition space. 
o DMG regard PCEC as too small. 

 However could potentially have external pavilions if destination 
appropriate. 

 Would need to assess viability of the venue. 
o DMG could travel to Perth on one of their upcoming Singapore visits. 
o Would need government support as well as co-hosts. 

• What were the demographics of location of origin for LNG 18? Was it global 
enough? 

• Follow up from the Perth Convention Bureau with DMG Events. 
 

 

Visited booths of Western Australian Companies at Gastech 2019  
• Connect LNG 
• LNG Marine Fuel Institute 

 

Due to significant flooding in Houston and emergency management concerns Minister 
Johnston and delegation were confined to the conference centre. 

The Baker-Hughes and McDermott meetings were cancelled as they were offsite and 
posed significant safety concerns. The American Chamber of Commerce function was 
also canceled. 

The meetings scheduled for Friday morning with the American Chamber of Commerce 
and Rice University were also canceled due to the flooding caused by Tropical Storm 
Imelda. 
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Friday 20 September 2019 (Houston) 

Official call on Mayor Sylvester Turner – Mayor of Houston 

Key Issues 
• Even with the significant impacts on the city of Houston Mayor Turner ensured 

the meeting still took place - demonstrating the importance of the relationship. 
• Discussed the response to the flooding and the support of the West Australian 

Government. 
• Discussed the sister city relationship and hopes for a strong continuation of the 

relationship. 
• Houston and WA both being economically reliant upon the resources sector: 

o need to diversify economy and economic opportunity. 
o Supporting opportunities for startups that are generated out of the 

strengths of the resources sector is a key driver of providing opportunities 
particularly for younger entrepreneurs. 

o Expanding economic base using resources sector as the base, in Houston 
only really happened by the support of the resources sector (economic, 
research and opportunity support). 

• Invitation for Mayor Turner to visit Perth. 
 

Minister’s travel – Houston to Perth arrive Perth 22 September 2019 

 

 


