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Proposal 

New criminal offence of 
'suffocation and 
strangulation' 

New criminal offence of 
'persistent family violence' 

New aggravated penalties 
for criminal offences that 
commonly occur in 
circumstances of family 
violence 

Holding perpetrators to account 

Effect of amendment 

To make it a specific offence to impede another person's normal breathing, blood circulation, or both, 
by blocking another person's mouth or nose, or by applying pressure to their neck. 

In a family violence context, these acts have been found to be indicative of an increased risk of 
escalating and potentially fatal violence and warrant a significant penalty. 

To make it a specific offence for a person to persistently engage in family violence, meaning that they 
have committed an act of family violence against a person on 3 or more occasions over a 10 year 
period. 

This offence will account for the difficulties that victims of traumatic and ongoing family violence 
experience in being able to recall specific details, such as dates., times and locations, of the violence 
perpetrated against them. 

Introduce higher penalties for offences that commonly occur in circumstances of family violence, 
including deprivation of liberty, threats and criminal �amage, by creating penalties for these offences 
when committed in circumstances of aggravati':m. 

These amendments will ensure that those who commit ttiese offences against their family members 
and other vulnerable members of society a[e punished appropriately, and creates consistency in the 
penalty regime for offences that commonly occ�r jn a family violence context. 
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The penalty for breach of a family violence restraining order, violence restraining order or police order
� 

will be increased to $10,000. 

The limitation perioc:I for prosecution of breach of a family violence restraining order, violence 
restraining order or police order is raised from 1 year to 2 years so offenders are held to account for 
breaches of orders: 

Family Violence Legislation Reform Act 2020 

Headline amendments 

Status as at 17 August 2020 

- Provisions will commence on 1 October 2020.
- The Director of. Public Prosecutions and WA Police Force will

. ,t"1ost a number of learning events aimed at educating prosecutors
and deJ�ctives on relevant aspects of the offence. 

- The (2ffice of the Commissioner for Victims of Crime is working
with SARC to develop an online learning resource which will
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contain information relevant to both the medical profession and
support sector.
A comprehensive communication strategy aimed at raising public
and support sector awareness is also being developed in
consultation with peak support sector service providers.

- Provisions will commence on 1 October 2020.
- The Director of Public Prosecutions and WA Police Force will

host a number of learning events aimed at educating prosecutors
and detectives on relevant aspects of the offence.

- A comprehensive communication strategy aimed at raising public
awareness is also being developed in consultation with peak
support sector service providers.

- Provisions commenced on 6 August 2020.

- Provisions commenced on 7 April 2020.

- Provisions commenced on 7 April 2020.
Increase the 
consequences of 
breaching a restraining 
order '-. . .
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Provide tti�t;tqnviqtion\)f aggravated stalking involving a breach of a family violence restraining 
order, violenc'�·re_stra.ining order or police order is included as a conviction for the purposes of 
triggering the'�<'ist1ng presumption of imprisonment for repeatedly breaching an order. 

- Provisions commenced on 6 August 2020.


