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Dear Premier McGowan, 

Please find attached letter dated 27 March 2020 requesting the Government to act consistently and 
strongly in ensuring that the measures being introduced apply equally across the community so that the 
primary focus is on stopping the spread of the virus as quickly as possible as a quick resolution will also 
minimise the damage to the economy. 

Kind Regards 

Clive Ross 
Chairman 
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A 
WEST AUSTRALIAN RATEPAYERS AND RESIDENTS 

ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED 

27 March 2020 

The Honourable Mark McGowan MLA 

Premier; Minister for Public Sector Management; 

State Development, Jobs and Trade; Federal-State Relations 

5th Floor, Dumas House 
2 Havelock Street 
WEST PERTH WA 6005 

info@warra.asn.au 

IARN: A1027260D 

By Email: wa-government@dpc.wa.gov.au 

Dear Premier McGowan, 

Re: COVID-19 measures and community impacts 

The West Australian Ratepayers and Residents Association Incorporated (WAR RA) was 

established to provide a single voice for the many smaller ratepayers and residents groups 

and associations that have been formed in Western Australian Local Government Shires, 

Councils and Cities. Members of WARRA include retirees and older members of the 

community who fall into the "high risk" category in this pandemic. 

These "high risk" members are also the community members most involved in making 

representations to their Local Government Authorities and the Joint Development 

Assessment Panels (JDAP). 

Our concern is that while as a community organization we and our members are fully 

committed to supporting the Government measures to self-isolate and strictly adhere to the 

social distancing guidelines, we consider that there is an inconsistency in how the Local 

Government Authorities and JDAP are continuing to carry on regardless and deal with 
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planning applications which should be considered non-essential matters and deferred until 

this crisis is resolved. 

The advertising for many of these development applications begins with, of course, on line 

notices and notices on proposed development sites. However, for many in the community, 

particularly those at the most vulnerable age bracket, they still rely on the local community 

newspaper as their source of information about proposed developments. Indeed, it is still a 

requirement that a print advertisement is made in acknowledgement of this. These 

newspapers are not always delivered directly to homes, many are merely dropped at local 

shopping centres. Our elderly, and indeed the majority of citizens, are not currently attending 

shopping centres or leaving their homes and are unable to obtain this vital information. This 

limits their opportunity to make informed comment on proposals that could directly impact 

their properties and their amenity. In the interests of open, transparent and fair community 

consultation, these applications must be deferred until this crisis is resolved. 

The preparation of a development application involves numerous face to face meetings 

between City planners and developers. After this initial phase, when the application is 

lodged the City's planners meet to discuss and prepare a Responsible Authority Report 

which may have to go before full Council for their support or comment. When the application 

comes before Council, community members are generally involved in attending the Council 

meeting to make representations. Representations are also made by the developers, their 

planners and architects and the City's planners. When the matter comes before JDAP a few 

weeks later the same number or more representations may be made. Consequently, the 

number of members of th_e community who become involved in these matters increases the 

risk of the virus spreading and undermines the measures being taken by the Government. 

In the current circumstances there is no urgency to approve more large-scale residential 

developments. Current completed developments are only partially sold and mostly to 

overseas investors. None of these developments for which applications have been recently 

submitted or may be submitted in this period, are likely to be commenced before sales are 

achieved. Real estate sales measures such as house opens, which would include display 

apartments have been banned, so the increased risk for employees and community 

members is not justified. 
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The advent of COVI D-19 is also an opportune time to re-consider these large-scale 

developments and whether they provide a "Petri dish" for the spread of a virus given their 

shared lifts and corridors which do not allow social distancing of even half a metre. 

WARRA is aware that JDAP are providing a Zoom conference number for interested parties 

to listen to proceedings and while that acknowledges that JDAP is aware of the level of 

community interest and desire to be involved, that does not allow representations to be 

made. 

As you and your Ministers may know, the community have a strong interest in developments 

in their area and have a right to be heard. This right to be heard conflicts with their desire to 

comply with the current restrictions on their movements and their desire to join in the fight to 

limit the spread of the virus. It is within the Government's power to defer the processing of 

these applications as in the short term they have no benefit to the community and a 

deferment will not be any greater disadvantage to the developer. The sooner the virus is 

brought under control the sooner the community and these processes will go back to normal. 

Allowing these loopholes in the containment policy is more likely to extend the time that 

these measures will need to remain in force. 

We also note with concern the letter from the Minister for Planning to the President of the 

West Australian Local Government Association (WALGA) dated 25 March 2020 essentially 

directing Local Government Authorities to fast-track planning approvals. The Minister should 

be fully aware that the community are currently locked out of these considerations and the 

community will not be afforded their right to be heard. This is neither fair, nor transparent as 

this communication was not sent to the community or widely advertised and is certainly not 

in the best long-term interests of Western Australia or the community. 

We strongly urge the Government to implement strong measures that will most likely only be 

needed for a short time rather than having this death by a thousand cuts approach over a 

longer period. The longer this crisis lasts the more damage will be done to the economy and 

it is likely that the economic damage will be more serious than the number of deaths from 
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the virus. In our view, strong measures now will limit both the virus-related deaths and the 

economic damage. 

We ask that you as the Premier, as well the Minister for Local Government, the Minister and 

Shadow Minister for Planning, JDAP and the Local Government Authorities, show 

consistency and when you ask the community to restrict gatherings in private homes and 

stay indoors as much as possible that you similarly also stop non-essential processes such 

as these planning applications and JDAP considerations which because of their complexity 

cannot and should not be done by electronic conferencing. 

Should you require further information please call 0418 955 875 or email info@warra.asn.au. 

Yours sincerely, 

Clive Ross 

L 
Chairman WARRA 

Beth Hewitt 
Secretary 

E1CRI.\ 
Edgewater Community Residents Association Inc 

Cc: 
The Hon. David Templeman MLA 
Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Culture and the Arts 
Email: Minister.Templeman@dpc.wa.gov.au 

The Hon. Rita Saffioti MLA 
Minister for Transport; Planning Email: Minister.Saffioti@dpc.wa.gov.au 

The Hon. Tjorn Dirk Sibma MLC 
Shadow Minister for Planning Email: Tiorn.Sibma@mp.wa.gov.au 

JDAP 
Email: daps@dplh.wa.gov.au 
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