
QUESTION 

Hon Tjorn SIBMA asked: 

... in light of reports about some very heavy-handed policing, particularly by the New 

South Wales constabulary, it would be useful to get an insight into how these powers 

will be supervised and managed on the ground .... 

In line with the supervision of the exercise of these powers, particularly the two broad 

powers, and the provisions inserted at clause 9, new section 72A, directions will be 

issued by an officer on the ground to an individual or class of individuals that they 

consider to be reasonably necessary- I am referring to the explanatory memorandum 

- to prevent, control or abate risks associated with the emergency, and their capacity 

to effectively direct or compel a person to provide them with certain types of 

information. Where is the accountability for the utilisation of those powers? Is there a 

way of capturing that? 

RESPONSE 

The WA Police Force advises 

• Any directions issued by an authorised officer will be reported through the chain 

of command consistent with current operational procedures. 

• The use of these new powers by police will be informed by a guideline. Police 

have developed guidelines around the $1000 infringements to prevent perverse 

outcomes, particularly on vulnerable people. 

• These guidelines are particularly important for the social distancing direction, 

where a simple warning should be sufficient for most people and a move-on 

notice would be an effective alternative. 

• The process includes consideration of these steps: 

1. Education and guidance 

2. A verbal warning 

3. A move-on notice (these are already a tool at the police officer's disposal) 

4. The infringement. 

• If appropriate, police may also consider charging the individual, depending on 

the nature of the breach or compliance for a continuing offence. 



• All infringements will be vetted by a Superintendent / Senior Officer prior to 

being issued electronically. 


