
QUESTION  

Yesterday Hon Steve Thomas asked a series of questions in relation to the Auditor General’s 
report into Managing the Impact of Plant and Animal Pests – Question 884.  I advised that I was 
seeking further advice in relation to part one of the question and gave a commitment to provide a 
response today. 

As the answer has been provided in tabular form, I seek leave to have the answer incorporated 
into Hansard. 

 

1. I do not agree that no progress has been undertaken on the three recommendations 
found by the report as ‘not implemented’. 

 
Recommendation  Progress  
To ensure that information on the 
spread, abundance and impact of 
high priority pests is accurate, 
current and complete. 
 

• DPIRD has developed response plans for 23 
high priority plant and vertebrate species 
taking into account their spread and impact, 
as well as developing multiple pest strategies 
based on this information.  

• In the past 18 months DPIRD has 
implemented the Collector system for 
gathering and collating this data, which is 
being used across the Skeleton weed project, 
priority weed responses, judas donkey 
program, and priority vertebrate animal 
response programs. This system supports the 
storage and communication of pest 
information. 

• In addition to this DPIRD has developed the 
MyPestGuide family of apps and undertaken 
significant extension activities with 
industries and communities to help gather 
and collate information of the spread and 
abundance of pests. 

Develop an effective monitoring 
and evaluation regime to determine 
whether planned operational 
outcomes are being achieved. 

• DPIRD has drafted the WA Surveillance 
Strategy for Invasive Species 2018-2023 and 
the WA Surveillance Plan for Invasive 
Species 2018-2023, both of which cover 
monitoring and evaluation requirements and 
will be finalised in 2020.  

• DPIRD is progressing a monitoring and 
evaluation framework for RBGs to enable 
assessment of their outcomes and 
demonstrate return on investment for 
communities and government.  
  
  

 



Where appropriate, make greater 
use of enforcement mechanisms 
under the BAM Act to ensure 
landholders meet their 
responsibility to control pests on 
their land.  
 

• DPIRD has clear policy on managing non-
compliance for declared pests. An agreed 
Prioritisation plan for compliance and 
enforcement activities, and procedures for 
compliance in priority weed response have 
been developed and implemented.  DPIRD is 
currently progressing a Position Statement on 
Authorisation of LGA rangers and RBGs 
under BAM Act, which began in February 
2020.  

• The management of widespread and 
established pests in the State, which is the 
responsibility of landholders, is delivered 
through awareness raising, training and 
support to deliver long-term behaviour 
change and voluntary compliance. 
Government resource should not be targeted 
towards compliance activities for widespread 
and established pests. 

 
 


