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2020 State Development, Jobs and Trade 
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Daily Itinerary 

depart for Northam 
Driver: 

Travelling with Minister: 

Media: Announcement of the Specialist Centre for Agricultural 
Mechanisation training with Minister Ellery 64-17961 
Venue: Muresk Institute, 1 Muresk Road, Spencer's Brook 

Talking points, Order of Proceedings and Background info in small folder 

Contact person: , GM Muresk Institute 

Visit to Muresk Institute Agricultural Demonstrations with Minister 
Ellery 64-17961 
Venue: Muresk Institute, 1 Muresk Road, Spencer's Brook 

Order of Proceedings and background info attached 

Contact person: , GM Muresk Institute 

Lunch with Minister Ellery and invited guests 
Venue: Dempster Homestead 

depart for Dumas House I Arrive 2:00 PM 
Driver: 



Hon Sue Ellery MLC 
Minister for Education and Training 

61-24026 

Event Brief -Announcement of the Specialist Centre for 
Agricultural Mechanisation training 

Confidential 

Thursday 6 August 2020, 10.15am - 10.45am 
Minister to arrive at 10.15am 

, ~b~otdi'l!.f,s'11dl (to be completed by the Minister's Office) 

: Venue 
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Muresk Institute, 1 Muresk Road, Spencer's Brook. 

; D~~s. >; 
ret1t1iretr1ents I Smart Casual, suitable walking shoes. 

Parking 
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Speech 
arrangements 

Attachments 

I 

Park at Pavilion, adjacent to oval. Appendix 2. 

Russell Brown, Executive Director, Service Resource Management DTWD 
and , General Manager, Muresk Institute will meet the 
Minister at the Pavilion. Parking bay will be identified. 

Minister making a speech to announce the funding for the construction of 
the Specialist Centre for Agricultural Mechanisation training and shearing 
shed. 

Industry stakeholders and Department of Training and Workforce 
Development staff. 

Lectern YES [8] NO □ N/A □ 
Microphone YES □ NO [8] N/A □ 
Order of Proceedings: YES [8] NO □ 
Briefing note: YES [8] NO □ 
Map/other YES [8] NO □ 
VIPs/Acknowledgments: YES [8] NO □ N/A □ 
Speech: YES [8] NO □ N/A □ 



Order of Proceedings - Announcement of the Specialist Centre 
for Agricultural Mechanisation training 

Time 
10.00am 

10.15am 

10.15am 

10.20am 

10.45am 

Thursday 6 August 2020 

Detail 
Invited uests arrive 
Hon Sue Ellery MLC, Minister for Education and Training 
arrives. 
MC, introduces Minister Ellery and Minister 
Mac Tiernan. 
Minister Ellery addresses the audience and officially 
announces the funding for the construction of the 
Specialist Centre for Agricultural Mechanisation training 
and shearing shed, and the Plan for the Wheatbelt. 

Minister MacTiernan addresses the audience on the 
benefits for agriculture. 

Guests are invited to morning tea and to join the Minister for 
lunch in Dempster Homestead at 12.00pm. Minister 
MacTiernan will stay for lunch. 

Minister is escorted to the agricultural technology 
demonstrations. 
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Hon Sue Ellery MLC 
Minister for Education and Training 

61-24029 

Event Brief - Minister visiting Muresk Institute 

Confidential 

Thursday 6 August, 10.50am - 12.30pm 
Minister to arrive 10.50am and depart approx. 12.30pm 

• Drly~r !1•!"1~;8:hd (to be completed by the Minister's Office) 
· contact:cl•lails ···· 

'.\leJ'itUt · 1 Muresk Institute, 1 Muresk Road, Spencer's Brook. 
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Parking 

: Minister's ro.Je 

Smart Casual, suitable walking shoes for the farm. 

Park at Pavilion building, adjacent to oval. 

General Manager, Muresk Institute - the Pavilion 

View agricultural technology demonstrations. 

Industry stakeholders and Department of Training and Workforce 
Development staff. 
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Order of Proceedings: 
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Order of Proceedings -Muresk Institute Agricultural 
Technologies Demonstration 

Time 

10.50am 

11.50am 

12.00pm 

12.35pm 

Thursday, 6 August 2020 

Detail 
Minister arrives 

Minister visits agricultural technology demonstrations 
with Minister MacTiernan. 

Muresk Farm Manager, , to demonstrate: 

- Smart Farm dashboard, livestock sensor technology and 
Precision Agriculture simulator (Pavilion); 

- Precision agriculture machinery (Oval); 

- Specialised sheep yards and shelter facilities (Farm); and 

- Desalination plant trials (Farm) 

Event concludes 

Lunch at the Dempster Homestead with Minister 
MacTiernan and invited guests 

Minister departs for Northam (16 minute drive) 



Government of Western Australia 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet 

Hon. Mark McGowan MLA Hon. Alannah MacTiernan MLC Hon. Sue Ellery MLC 
Premier Minister for Regional Development Minister for Education and Training 

MEDIA STATEMENT 
Thursday, 6 August 2020 

Plan for Wheatbelt unveiled as part of WA Recovery Plan 
• McGowan Government releases Wheatbelt Recovery Plan 
• Part of $5.5 billion WA Recovery Plan to guide WA through COVID-19 recovery 
• Plan will create a pipeline of jobs in the Wheatbelt and support the local economy 
• Unprecedented investment in local infrastructure, schools, TAFE, community facilities 
• Support for tourism, local manufacturing, and renewable and new technologies 

The McGowan Government has unveiled a multimillion dollar package for the Wheatbelt region 
as part of the WA Recovery Plan to drive economic and social recovery, and create a pipeline 
of local jobs. 

The Wheatbelt Recovery Plan is focused on getting locals back to work and includes a 
significant investment in sectors including agriculture, construction, manufacturing, tourism and 
hospitality, renewable energy, education and training. 

It will deliver a pipeline of short and long term jobs supporting and strengthening our existing 
industries, as well as laying the foundation for jobs of the future. 

As part of the McGowan Government's $229.2 million Rebuilding our TAFEs package, the plan 
includes upgrades to TAFE infrastructure in the region, including: 

• $8 million to the Muresk Institute in Northam for a new trades workshop, classrooms 
and specialist facilities for agricultural machinery apprentices and a new workshop 
space for shearing skills; 

• $2 million to Central Regional TAFE's Northam campus for major upgrades to 
workshop facilities and equipment; 

• $25 million for free TAFE short courses to upskill thousands of Western Australians, 
with a variety of free courses available at South Regional TAFE's Narrogin campus; 
and 

• $32 million to expand the Lower fees, local skills program and significantly reduce 
TAFE fees across 39 high priority courses. 

The Wheatbelt Recovery Plan includes investment in local infrastructure to create opportunities 
for local businesses and jobs for local workers. 

The McGowan Government's revamped Buy Local policy will ensure local businesses are in 
the box seat to carry out this work. It includes: 

• $35 million through the Regional Road Safety Program to upgrade 400 kilometres of 
Wheatbelt roads with shoulder sealing and installation of audible lines, creating around 
150 local jobs; 

• $80 million across the State for targeted maintenance programs for regional social, 
remote and government workers housing properties, including approximately 150 
homes in the Wheatbelt; 

• $141.7 million to refurbish social, remote and government workers housing across 
WA's ageing housing stock, including approximately 60 homes in the Wheatbelt; and 

• $1.63 million State-wide funding for maintenance and infrastructure upgrades in remote 
Aboriginal communities, including at Badjaling. 

Subscribe to have media releases emailed automatically from www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au 



The plan also includes a significant investment in infrastructure and programs to drive tourism 
and create jobs, including: 

• $425,000 for upgrades to visitor facilities in Nambung National Park, including 
improving services at the Pinnacles Desert Discovery Centre and sealing the access 
road and car park at Lake Thetis; and 

• $175,000 for upgrades to visitor facilities in parks across the Wheatbelt region, 
including upgrading buildings, trails, camp sites and roads in the proposed Dryandra 
Woodland National Park and at Eaglestone Rock. 

The Wheatbelt region will also benefit from a range of State-wide programs included in the WA 
Recovery Plan. This includes: 

• $23 million across the State for green jobs to employ people with no prior skills on 
environmental restoration including fencing, seeding and rehabilitating degraded land, 
in regional locations including across the Wheatbelt; 

• $1 O million towards the Clean Energy Future Fund to invest in clean energy 
technologies; and 

• $8.1 million to continue the eConnected Grainbelt program to promote the availability of 
information and ag-tech tools across WA's grain industry to provide growers with 
tailored information including weather, pests and diseases and to maintain 187 
automated weather stations. 

For more information, visit http://inthistogether.wa.gov.au 

Comments attributed to Premier Mark McGowan: 

"I thank each and every member of the Wheatbelt community for their efforts and sacrifices 
during the pandemic. 

"We must remain vigilant, but our work to reduce the spread of COVID-19 means we are in a 
strong position to continue the process of recovery. 

"The Wheatbelt Recovery Plan will drive economic and social recovery in the region to ensure 
it can recover stronger than ever. 

"It will create a pipeline of short and long term jobs for locals and deliver huge improvements to 
local infrastructure and services." 

Comments attributed to Regional Development Minister Alannah MacTiernan: 

"The Wheatbelt is the heart of WA's agricultural sector, and our Recovery Plan will help the 
region continue its bounce-back from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

"Our investment at Muresk will see the Wheatbelt become a centre of excellence for 
agricultural machinery training. 

"Investing in tourism infrastructure at the Pinnacles and across the region will help to drive 
visitor numbers and provide a boost to local tourism operators." 

Comments attributed to Education and Training Minister Sue Ellery: 

"The Wheatbelt and agriculture is critical to creating jobs in Western Australia therefore we 
must have the capacity to upskill and train Western Australians in this area. 

"These initiatives will help ensure the future of the region and make it a more attractive place to 
learn, work and live." 

Media contact: Jamie Macdonald or-



Government of Western Australia 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet 

Hon. Mark McGowan MLA Hon. Sue Ellery MLC Hon. Alannah MacTiernan MLC 
Premier Minister for Education and Training Minister for Regional Development 

MEDIA STATEMENT 
Thursday, 6 August 2020 

McGowan Government invests in skills for vital agricultural sector 

• $8 million capital works investment for agricultural training at Muresk Institute as part of 
WA Recovery Plan 

• New Specialist Centre for Agricultural Mechanisation to meet industry needs of Western 
Australia's $6 billion grains industry 

• New fee-free Broadacre Harvest Operations short course available to meet industry 
need for more skilled workers 

• Investments support State's $11.7 billion primary industries that employ more than 
50,000 Western Australians throughout the supply chain 

Muresk Institute is set to become home to a new $7.5 million Specialist Centre for Agricultural 
Mechanisation to train farm machinery technicians in new and emerging technologies as part 
of the McGowan Government's $167.4 million infrastructure investment in TAFE. 

Western Australia is Australia's largest grain-growing region and, as the rate of technology 
adoption escalates, the demand for agricultural machinery apprentices is expected to grow 
significantly. 

The farm mechanisation sector is critical to good crop yields and profitability with about eight 
per cent of farming budgets spent on machinery repairs and maintenance. 

A centralised specialist training centre was identified by industry as key to its success. Muresk 
has a rich history of providing world-class agricultural education and training and is uniquely 
placed to meet industry needs. 

The new centre, coupled with industry partnerships and affordable and free training options for 
the agricultural sector, will help ensure a pipeline of skilled workers. 

The project will include construction of two large machinery training workshops, covered 
hardstand area, classrooms and new training equipment. 

In addition, $500,000 has been allocated towards a specialist shearing shed to provide 
practical training to students in wool handling and shearing. 

A free short course in harvesting, as part of the $25 million Recovery Skillsets package, will 
also be available to provide training to meet the immediate and emerging skills needs of the 
multi-billion-dollar sector. 

This capital works project is part of the McGowan Government's $229.2 million Rebuilding our 
TAFEs plan, which will deliver state-of-the-art learning opportunities for students and boost the 
Western Australian economy by generating jobs. 

Subscribe to have media releases emailed automatically from www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au 



As part of the McGowan Government's commitment to regional WA, more than half of the total 
spend has been allocated to regional projects. 

The State Government has recently increased the number of half price courses available, as 
part of the Lower fees, local skills initiative. Initially launched in January, the initiative halved 
the cost of training for 34 high priority qualifications. In July, the program was expanded to 
include an additional 39 courses slashed by up to 72 per cent to align with the State's 
immediate economic needs following COVID-19. 

The courses with reduced fees are also targeted at job opportunities that relate to capital works 
initiatives such as the Rebuilding our TAFEs plan. 

Comments attributed to Premier Mark McGowan: 

"Training is a key component of the WA Recovery Plan, and that's why we are investing in the 
biggest TAFE capital works program in history. 

"The upgrades to TAFE infrastructure across the State will create local jobs, while providing 
better facilities for students. 

"We are also making TAFE more affordable, through significant reductions in course fees and 
Free Short Courses. Our Government has made training a priority, and the rebuilding our 
TAFEs plan will ensure WA is well placed to recover, stronger than ever." 

Comments attributed to Education and Training Minister Sue Ellery: 

"This funding demonstrates the McGowan Government's commitment to growing WA's food 
industries and investing in regional WA by providing the agricultural workforce with industry 
relevant training and access to the latest technology. 

"The creation of the new Specialist Centre for Agricultural Mechanisation at Muresk Institute 
follows extensive industry consultation and is part of a $167.4 million capital works component 
of our Rebuilding our TAFEs plan. 

"This record infrastructure spend complements our other initiatives to rebuild WA's training 
sector, support displaced workers and provide training for emerging skills needed in the 
community." 

Comments attributed to Agriculture and Food Minister Alannah MacTiernan: 

"Modern farming machinery underpins industry productivity - having access to training on the 
latest equipment is essential for the grains industry. 

"This will be a fantastic collaboration between Government and industry to deliver 
contemporary skills needed in the agricultural sector. 

"WA is the nation's largest grain-growing region, and we have a big opportunity to develop 
skills to service the agricultural machinery sector locally. 

"Muresk is a world-class agricultural training institution and this investment will place WA at the 
forefront nationally of agricultural machinery training." 

Media contact: Clint Thomas 
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