
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
Question Without Notice 

Thursday, 3 June 2021 

C260. Hon Martin Aldridge to the Minister representing the Minister for Health 

I refer to the Voluntary Assisted Dying Scheme due to commence in Western Australia from 
1 July 2021 and I ask: 

1. Please table the VAD Access Standard; 
2. How will the Regional Access Support Scheme (RASS) support access to Voluntary 

Assisted Dying in regional and remote Western Australia; 
3. How much funding and how many FTE have been allocated to implement the RASS; 
4. How many practitioners, by Western Australian region including the metropolitan 

area have: 
a. Registered to undertake training 
b. Completed training 

 
Answer 

I thank the Honourable Member for some notice of the question.  
 
(1) I table the attached document.  
 
(2) The aim of the Regional Access Support Scheme (RASS) is to provide support options, that 
facilitate access in alignment with the Access Standard. The RASS may be utilised to enable 
access support for a patient in the following situations:  

• Travel (and accommodation if required) for the patient to access a practitioner, where 
there is no suitable practitioner based locally and telehealth is not appropriate or 
allowable.  

• Travel (and accommodation if required) for the patient to a telehealth appointment 
(with a Care Navigator, Coordinating or Consulting Practitioner), if travelling more 
than 70km one way.  

• Practitioner travel to a patient, where there is no suitable practitioner based locally, the 
person is unable to travel to the practitioner, and telehealth is not appropriate or 
allowable. 

• Escort (x1) to travel with the patient to access a practitioner, where there is no suitable 
practitioner based locally and telehealth is not appropriate or allowable (including 
accommodation if required).  

• Interpreter travel where there is no local interpreter available and telehealth or 
telephone interpretation cannot be effectively undertaken or is not appropriate to be 
undertaken, and this is not able to be accessed under another provider scheme.  

 



(3) The RASS has been allocated $200,000 per financial year (FY21-22 – FY23-24). 4 FTE 
have been allocated to the WA VAD Statewide Care Navigator Service which will manage the 
RASS. 
 
(4)(a) Number of practitioners who have registered for access to undertake the WA Voluntary 
Assisted Dying Approved Training by region: 
 

Metro 32 
Peel 4 
Regional – Great Southern 5 
Regional – South West 3 
Regional – Wheatbelt  1 
TOTAL 45 

 
(b) Approved Training will commence imminently. 
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Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2019

Access Standard
This Access Standard is issued by the CEO of the Department of Health under section 156 of the Voluntary 
Assisted Dying Act 2019 (the Act) and takes effect from the date of issue. 

Purpose

This Access Standard sets out how the State intends to facilitate access to voluntary assisted dying for 
persons ordinarily resident in Western Australia, including how the State intends to facilitate Western 
Australian residents’ access to: 

a. the services of medical practitioners and other persons who carry out functions under the Act

b. prescribed substances 

c. information about accessing voluntary assisted dying.  

It also sets out how the State intends to facilitate access to voluntary assisted dying for regional residents of 
Western Australia. 

Access to services of medical practitioners and other persons who carry out functions 
under the Act 

The State intends to facilitate WA residents’ access to the services of medical practitioners and other 
persons who carry out functions under the Act by establishing a Western Australian Voluntary Assisted 
Dying Statewide Care Navigator Service. This service will:

* provide information to enable a person to self-establish access to a medical practitioner for voluntary 
assisted dying

* assist a person to access a medical or nurse practitioner

* maintain a confidential list of medical and nurse practitioners held by the Service for the purpose of 
linking a person to a willing practitioner

* advise a person on how to access interpreter services for consultations (or how to request access via 
their practitioner)

* advise a person accessing voluntary assisted dying on the appointment of a contact person (where 
relevant)

* advise a person accessing voluntary assisted dying on the requirements for witnesses

* advise a person accessing voluntary assisted dying on how and when to contact the Western 
Australian Voluntary Assisted Dying Statewide Pharmacy Service (if required) 

* administer access to support under the Regional Access Support Scheme for persons accessing 
voluntary assisted dying where relevant (refer to Access for regional residents).
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Access to prescribed substances

The State intends to facilitate a WA residents’ access to prescribed substances under the Act by establishing 
the Western Australian Voluntary Assisted Dying Statewide Pharmacy Service. This service will:

* establish a secure supply chain for Schedule 4 and/or Schedule 8 substances approved as voluntary 
assisted dying substances

* provide services as an Authorised Supplier under the Act (including to possess, prepare and supply 
the voluntary assisted dying substance) 

* provide services statewide; either directly from the metropolitan service or via an Authorised Supplier 
network of regional spoke services depending on the circumstances surrounding appropriate and safe 
supply of the prescribed substance. 

Access to information about voluntary assisted dying 

The State intends to facilitate WA residents’ access to information about voluntary assisted dying by:

* developing information resources on voluntary assisted dying 
* establishing a website on voluntary assisted dying 
* establishing a Western Australian Voluntary Assisted Dying Statewide Care Navigator Service that will 

be a statewide point of contact for voluntary assisted dying information 
* encouraging health providers and health services to be ready to receive enquiries for information from 

people and their families and be able to respond in a patient-centred manner.

Access for regional residents 

The State intends to facilitate access to voluntary assisted dying for regional residents by establishing a 
Regional Access Support Scheme that provides support for regional residents to facilitate their access 
to voluntary assisted dying. This will be managed by the Western Australian Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Statewide Care Navigator Service.

The Regional Access Support Scheme will include provision for support for persons accessing voluntary 
assisted dying to travel to see a practitioner or support for a practitioner to travel to see the person. This 
includes travel for interpreter services where interpreting cannot be effectively or appropriately undertaken 
via telephone or audiovisual communication.

In addition to the Regional Access Support Scheme, it is intended that:

* the Western Australian Voluntary Assisted Dying Statewide Care Navigator Service will include 
provision for regional residents to receive information and support face-to-face if required

* the State will provide clarity in relation to where telephone/email/audiovisual communication can be 
appropriately utilised (and where it cannot). This is particularly important for regional residents 

* the State will continue to monitor any developments in relation to the Commonwealth Criminal Code 
Act 1995 that may allow for future use of communication modalities that improve ease of access for 
regional residents 

* The Western Australian Voluntary Assisted Dying Statewide Pharmacy Service will actively engage with 
regional residents to ensure safe, timely and appropriate supply of the voluntary assisted dying substance 
and provide support to regionally based Authorised Disposers to facilitate disposal that is as convenient 
as possible for regional residents.

This Access Standard is issued on 19 November 2020.

Dr D J Russell-Weisz 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
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