




 

 

MINISTER’S EVENT COVER PAGE 
Event: Opening of new Northampton VFRS station  

Location: 152 West Street, Northampton  

Time and date: 4.30pm – 5.30pm, Monday 6 February 2023  

Departure location:  For office use only 

Estimated travel time:  For office use only 

Minister/s attending: Minister for Emergency Services Hon Stephen Dawson MLC 

Ministerial staff contact/s:  For office use only 

Staff attending:  For office use only 

Contact on the day: DFES Superintendent Craig Smith  

Audience: Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner Darren Klemm AFSM 
Member for Geraldton Lara Dalton MLA (TBC)  
Shire of Northampton President, Councillor Liz Sudlow (TBC)  
A/CEO Shire of Northampton Maurice Battilana  
Retired CEO Shire of Northampton Garry Keeffe (TBC) Northampton VFRS 
Captain Greg Teakle 
Northampton VFRS volunteers 
Shire of Northampton BFB volunteers  
Shire of Northampton staff  
WA Police Force representative 
St John Ambulance representative 

Dress: Smart casual / Dress of the Day 

Met by: Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner Darren Klemm AFSM 

Minister’s role: Speech and official opening ceremony 

Speech duration: 5 minutes 

Minister introduced by: MC - DFES Superintendent Craig Smith  

Order of Proceedings: Time: Details: 

 4.20pm Guests arrive. 
Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner greets the Minister for 
Emergency Services. 

 4.30pm MC introduces Welcome to Country ceremony. 

 4.35pm Opening address by MC (DFES Superintendent Smith). 
MC invites the Minister to address the audience 

 4.40pm Minister addresses the audience. 

 4.45pm MC thanks the Minister and invites the Commissioner to address the 
audience. 
Commissioner addresses the audience. 

 4.50pm MC thanks the Commissioner. 



 4.52pm MC invites the Minister, Commissioner and Northampton VFRS 
Captain to officially open the new station. 
Official photographs 

 5pm MC thanks everyone and invites all to tour the new station. 
Light refreshments provided.  

 5.30pm Event close. 

Drop off location: 152 West Street Northampton.  

Parking location: 152 West Street Northampton – rear of VFRS fire station.  

Logistics: Microphone available. 

Acknowledgements: • FES Commissioner Darren Klemm AFSM 
• Member for Geraldton Lara Dalton MLA (TBC)  
• Shire of Northampton President, Councillor Liz Sudlow (TBC)  
• Shire of Northampton A/CEO Maurice Battilana  
• Retired Shire of Northampton CEO Garry Keeffe (TBC)  
• VFRS Captain Greg Teakle and brigade volunteers 

Other VIPs attending: N/A 

Seating arrangements: • Informal seating (official guests in front row)  

Further Information N/A 

Local Information (if 
required) 

• Former Shire of Northampton CEO Garry Keeffe retired in December 2022 
after 26 years service. 

• Garry Keeffe provided local leadership as CEO through TC Seroja event and 
recovery.  

• Shire of Northampton has advertised for CEO.  
• Maurice Battilana is A/CEO until recruitment process completed.  

 

Location of Northampton Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service Station 
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