
 
 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
Question On Notice 

Tuesday, 14 February 2023 

1231. Hon Martin Aldridge to the Minister for Emergency Services 
 
I refer to a September 2020 announcement that the State Government will invest $2.05 
million in a business case to replace the 'aging' Forrestfield training academy, and I ask: 
(a) how much of the $2.05 million has been spent to date; 
(b) on what date was the business case completed; 
(c) please table the business case; 
(d) has the State considered the business case and if so on what date did such consideration 
occur; 
(e) what conditions are placed on the continuing use of the current facility at Forrestfield, 
noting that it is a registered contaminated site; 
(f) please table the six reports that DFES received in relation to the site between October 20 
and November 2, 2022; 
(g) has the Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) received any complaints in 
relation to the facility other than the six identified by the DFES spokesperson in media 
reports; 
(h) if yes to (g), please table those complaints; and 
(i) what is the estimated cost of constructing a new training academy? 
 

 
Answer 
 
The Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) advises: 
 
(a) $1,258,620.12.  
(b) The first revision of the business case was completed in December 2021.  
(c) The business case was submitted to Government for consideration. It remains Cabinet In 
Confidence.  
(d) The Government considered the business case in March 2022, to inform the funding 
allocation for the 2022/23 financial year. 
(e)  The conditions are stipulated in the Site Management Plan prepared in accordance with 
relevant Department of Water Environment and Regulation guidance documents and 
frameworks. Mainly relating to:  

i. Groundwater abstraction is not permitted at the site except for analytical 
testing and/or remediation. 

ii. Intrusive works and training exercises must be conducted in accordance with 
the auditor-approved Site Management Plan. 

iii. Stormwater and wastewater must be managed in accordance with the site 
Waste Management Plan. 

iv. Land use of the site is restricted to commercial/industrial use. 
(f) Redacted reports attached. [See Tabled Paper.] 
 
 
 



 
 

 
(g) One additional online hazard report relating to the dam water quality was received on 7 
November 2022 with no personal impact.  
(h) Redacted report attached. [See Tabled Paper.] 
(i) The full cost of the project will be finalised once a suitable site has been selected.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon Stephen Dawson MLC 
MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES 

DIGITAL GOVERNMENT; MEDICAL RESEARCH; VOLUNTEERING 
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Incident #22774 - 08 Aug 2022 at Training Academy, Forrestfield

 TFFS 89  were
instructed to put in a report as we have been exposed to the hazard throughout the school. I have not experienced any rashes or infections that I
can attribute to the dam water at this stage.
   

Risk Rating: 01 Low Risk Hazard

Occurred: 08 Aug 2022 at 0900
Usual Place of Work: Training Academy, Forrestfield

Work Location on the Day: Forrestfield Equipment Services

When Occurred: Trainee FF School
Cause: Exposures

Actions/Comments:

Reported: at to 
Status: Closed - Controlled Locally 09 Jan 2023

Manager/Supervisor:
   

People Involved

Name Involvement Severity Location Mechanism Agency  

HSS Contact
Immediate Supervisor (eg SO)
Received initial advice of the Hazard

Corrective Actions

Scheduled Completed Action Comments Name of Person Making
Comment

09 Jan 2023 5 Hazard to Have Administrative
Controls Applied

Please refer to OHR22681 for details of all
corrective action undertaken by Campus
Services & Applied Training.

Hazards Contributing to this Incident

0 items found, nothing to display.
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