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On 6 November 2020, the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) WA Branch 

requested members put forward candidates for the Inaugural Virtual Commonwealth Youth 

Parliament, to be held from 14-18 December 2020.  

I was nominated on behalf of The Nationals WA and subsequently selected to represent the 

CPA WA Branch at an international level.  The event was conducted from London via Zoom 

videoconferencing, with 56 youth representatives from 40 nations taking part. 

 We were provided with a scenario – the fictional nation of ‘Commonwealthland’, which had 

just undergone an election. After 15 years of opposition a conservative leaning party was 

finally elected to government during the COVID-19 pandemic with a very slim majority. The 

first piece of legislation would be a COVID-19 Youth Economic Recovery Fund, which was 

our task to debate. There were five independents 

who needed to be convinced to vote for the bill. 

Proceedings were spread over four days, with the 

order of business being: Introduction to the 

program, Opening of Parliament and Question 

Time, First reading, Committees, Second and Third 

reading, debate on amendments, Closing of 

Parliament. Each of these stages took three to four 

hours, broken up by 30min party room meetings.  

I was assigned the role of Deputy Whip in the 

Government party. I was also Co-Chair of the 

Social Affairs Committee consisting of participants 

from Australia, Oceania, Malaysia and Singapore. 

We were honoured to have the following Presiding Officers over the four days:  

- Dr Arjoon Sudhoo (Commonwealth Deputy Secretary-General) 

- Hon Stephen Twigg (CPA Secretary-General) 

- Lord Fakafanua, (Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Tonga) 

- Senator Jordon Steele-John (Senate Representative for Western Australia) 

- Hon Sharie de Castro MHA (Speaker of the British Virgin Islands). 

It was really interesting to meet people who I usually would not have met – including 

probably the most inspiring a 22 year old island chief, who manages five tribes across three 

islands by himself and is a pro using social media. Despite differences in culture, political 

allegiances and tackling problems, it was clear that we all cared about the same issues of 

equity, respect for culture and need for climate action and innovation. 

Due to the events being scheduled from London, the CPA Secretariat made sure to share 

the difficulties of conducting a meeting across multiple time zones. By the final day we all 



 
had experienced constant jetlag. The opening of Parliament was at 4AM AWST and other 

members of the Government were keen to have a caucus meeting beforehand – I’m sure I’ll 

learn to love 3AM starts someday!  

The legislation had been pre-determined for us, which was a struggle for some less 

conservative people within the Government team. As a team we decided though that we 

should fully embrace the legislation and see what amendments were put but there were still 

some defectors when it came to vote. The bill succeeded but with some very heavy 

concessions. 

About the only other quibble with this process was that the Youth Parliament was heavily 

modelled on the House of Commons. This caused some confusion when it came to ‘Prime 

Minister’s Question Time’, when we inferred that only the Prime Minister could respond to 

questions. It didn’t help with internet connections dropping out irregularly and that a large 

majority of the candidates had English as a second language. However we heavily invested 

in using social media and memes to ensure communication was clear. 

By conducting the Youth Parliament virtually, we had many candidates who otherwise simply 

would not be in a position to attend due to personal circumstances or expense. We had a 

large contingent of single mothers, some people with disabilities who can’t fly due to their 

disabilities, and some who openly admitted they could not to afford to travel from their 

remote village. It was really positive to see a parliament with equal representation too. 

I would to thank the CPA WA Branch for the opportunity to attend this event, in particular: 

- Hon Peter Watson MLA, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly in the 40th Parliament 

- Hon Kate Doust MLC, President of the Legislative Council in the 40th Parliament 

- Hon Mia Davies MLA, Leader of The Nationals WA 

- Hon Colin de Grussa MLC, Secretary of the Parliamentary National Party 

- Ms Kirsten Robinson, Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

- Mr Nigel Pratt, Clerk of the Legislative Council 

- Mrs Theresa Middis, Executive Officer to the Secretary of the Parliamentary National 

Party 

It was a really fantastic opportunity to meet like-minded people from around the world and 

highlighted to me that regardless of how we do our jobs as politicians, political aspirants or 

simply staff members, we have the best interests of our constituencies at heart. 

The CPA advised that Virtual Youth Parliaments would occur biannually, pending the lifting 

of international travel restrictions due to COVID-19. All 56 of us keep in touch and look 

forward to applying for the next in-person Youth Parliament, whenever that may be. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


