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Question time in the POWA can sometimes 

resemble a Western Derby. Members arguing 

passionately and on some occasions being

sent off for not playing by the rules. This is an

important part of our democracy whereby

the opposition teams get to hold the 

Government to account. 

The stakes are high and just like passionate

Eagles’ or Dockers’ members, is it any wonder

that Parliamentary Members advocate with

such vigour? Generally the media likes to 

focus on Question Time, due to the chance 

of a bit of verbal biff. 
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Although Members who sit on opposite sides

of the house may appear to be working against

each other, behind the scenes they are working

side by side in various committees.

So rather than being like a Western Derby

styled Question Time, Parliamentary 

Committees are more like a State of Origin 

match, where Members come together as one

team. These Committees are made up of

Members representing a variety of parties

and independents. Being cross party, means

that more points of view are considered, rather

than just the Government’s perspective. 

In short, unlike question time, Parliamentary

Committees are an opportunity for Members

to exchange their party hats for their thinking

caps in order to collectively kick more goals

for WA. 

The Parliament of Western Australia (POWA) 
welcomes you to our online bulletin for young adults. 

EMPOWA brings you all the facts on how you can have your say in WA! 

The Text, Drugs and Rock n Roll Edition! 

Democratic Derby!

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/WebCMS/webcms.nsf/content/visit-and-learn
https://www.facebook.com/ParliamentWA/
https://twitter.com/parliamentWA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCky_PN1fexRYv7pKlMOO5Xg?view_as=subscriber
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Text!

So sang The Verve from their Urban Hymns 
album but did you know according to a recent

Parliamentary Committee, our state’s current 

approaches to dealing with illicit drug use 

don’t work either? Committees often hear 

from stakeholders, who are the individuals or 

organisations that may be affected by current

or proposed laws, or alternatively have 

specialist knowledge of the issues these laws

are trying to address. The Select Committee

into Alternate Approaches to Reducing Illicit 

Drug Use and its Effects on the Community

recently released its report, entitled: Help, not

handcuffs: Evidence-based approaches to

reducing harm from illicit drug use. 

The Drugs Don’t Work!

Comprising five Members of Parliament, it 

received over 70 submissions, visited drug  

treatment programs in both WA and overseas, 

held numerous public hearings and made 

over 40 recommendations. Although the 

findings of a report may be a bitter pill to 

swallow, once it is tabled in Parliament it is 

up to the responsible Minister or Leader of the 

House to respond to its recommendations. 

Follow us on
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Imagine your devastation if your private images

were shared without your permission by a former

partner or someone else you may or may not

know. In recent times more and more people

have found themselves in just such a situation.

In our last edition we looked at how POWA 

addressed this issue of people texting non-

consensual intimate images via phones or 

other devices. POWA defined this practice as

image based sexual abuse and passed the

Criminal Law Amendment (Intimate Images) Bill 

which means people who share these images

are now subject to legal sanctions, including

fines  and imprisonment. Although this  

particular Bill wasn’t referred to a committee, 

there are plenty of examples of potentially

contentious pieces of  proposed legislation 

that are studied by an external committee

before returning to the Parliament.  Although

there are different types of committees within

our system in WA, the one thing they all have

in common is that Members get the 

opportunity to inform themselves of all the facts 

before they decide upon a particular issue. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/WebCMS/webcms.nsf/content/visit-and-learn
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Parliament/commit.nsf/(Report+Lookup+by+Com+ID)/76DC63572B331E7F482584BE00219B5F/$file/id.alt.191111.rpf.final.xx+web.pdf
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Parliament/commit.nsf/(Report+Lookup+by+Com+ID)/76DC63572B331E7F482584BE00219B5F/$file/id.alt.191111.rpf.final.xx+web.pdf
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Parliament/commit.nsf/(Report+Lookup+by+Com+ID)/76DC63572B331E7F482584BE00219B5F/$file/id.alt.191111.rpf.final.xx+web.pdf
https://twitter.com/parliamentWA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCky_PN1fexRYv7pKlMOO5Xg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/parliament/bills.nsf/BillProgressPopup?openForm&ParentUNID=DC68AED6CEC73FFB482582B90017A6C3%20
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Unfortunately due to travel bans we haven’t 
had many chances to head out and catch our 
favourite local and international acts this year. 
But it is at least reassuring to know than when 
a full touring schedule returns POWA will be 
right in the middle of the mosh pit trying to 
tackle ticket scalping. 

The Ticket Scalping Bill is still before Parliament
for consideration and has some way to go 
before it faces the final vote. It may be a long 
way to the top if you want to rock n roll, but the 
journey of a Bill to be a law can sometimes be 
even longer.

Just as Kevin Parker spent his early days in 
the garage honing his craft before headlining 
Coachella and Glastonbury with his band, 

Tame Impala, a Bill will often start its own 
journey as an issue being inquired into by 
a Parliamentary Committee before it hits the 
big stage of Parliament.  

Sure this Ticket Scalping Bill may not 
make a difference to the whole world but 
it could make a whole world of difference 
to the average punter being able to catch 
their favourite band or sporting team 
without being ripped off.  The Standing 
Committee on Legislation which comprised 
6 members, made 10 findings, including in 
some instances, the mark-up in the cost of 
a ticket to an Eagles v Geelong game was a 
massive 900%, whilst a ticket to see Adele 
had a mark-up of 673%!  And if you have 
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Rock n Roll!

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/WebCMS/webcms.nsf/content/visit-and-learn
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Parliament/commit.nsf/(Report+Lookup+by+Com+ID)/0D789F9DCC526F154825846C0012037A/$file/ls.tsb.190828.rpf.041.xx.pdf
https://twitter.com/parliamentWA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCky_PN1fexRYv7pKlMOO5Xg?view_as=subscriber
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ever wondered why you seem to always get 
the ‘sold out’ sign when you hit ‘buy ticket’ 
at the digital box office, well, you’re not on 
your Post Malone. It’s all about the bots! Bots 
are automated ticket purchasing software 
which supercharge opportunities for ticket 
scalping. On one day, over a 1000 tickets 
to a U2 concert had been purchased in 1 
minute and two bots purchased over 15,000 

tickets across 20 venues. With scams like that 
is it any wonder you still haven’t found what 
you’re looking for? This committee received 
over 20 submissions which helped inform 
its recommendations. The report makes 
fascinating reading for anyone who’s ‘been 
ripped off, underpaid, gettin’ sold, second 
hand’, ‘cos it’s not what you want, when you 
go and see a band.  

Parliament is often called the People’s House, 
because it belongs to us all. If that’s the case 
that makes the Members of Parliament the 
tenants and the people of WA, the landlords.
Every four years when the lease expires 
collectively we have the opportunity to
conduct a condition report on the premises. 
Chances are if the current occupants have 
looked after the place we may extend their 
lease for another four years and if they 
haven’t, well it’s time to return the keys and 
call the removal vans so the new mob can 
move in. In essence this is what a general 
election is and it is the bedrock of our 
democracy.

Democracy literally means ‘voice of the 
people’ and it is at election time that you 
get the opportunity to be heard. Sure you 
may have to compete with some background 
noise because not everyone will be singing
from the same songbook but that is the power
of this process. Political parties big and small
will be clamouring to win your vote. Media will
be awash with campaign ads doing their best

to convince you to swing one way or the other.
Policies trumpeted by one party may be 
music to the ears of some, yet end on a dud 
note for others. Elections are the ultimate 
contest of ideas and you get to be the judge 
on how good they sound. Will you let them 
proceed to the next term or send them 
packing?  They say a day is a long time in
politics but a four year Parliamentary term is a
whole lot longer. 

State laws affect nearly every aspect of your 
daily life. If you have ever stressed out about 
scraping together enough change to top up 
your smart-rider to get to work or uni, had a 
plumbing issue in your share house or needed 
a medic after blowing out your knee at netball, 
then you have skin in the game.  You have a 
choice and you have a voice but you can’t be 
heard if you’re not on the election roll. So, as 
the 2021 election approaches, get ready, get 
informed and most importantly, get enrolled.    

Rock Enrol!

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/WebCMS/webcms.nsf/content/visit-and-learn
https://twitter.com/parliamentWA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCky_PN1fexRYv7pKlMOO5Xg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/enrol
https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/enrol

